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CHAPTER I. 

Thshkand in thc month of Mag 1~78-Preparations for 11' calnpaign to Indin-Equipment 
. of the Russi:t~l Mission to I(Bbr11-Circumstances uuder which t l~ ie  equipment waa 

cal.ried ollt-Co~npositiol~ ot' tile Blissiou- Prep:lrat.ions for Ileparture from TBsl~ka~rd- 
Route I'ro~n T Q s l ~ k ~ n d  to Sain;~rk,llld-Asselubly of tlie Misaio~~ at  Sa~narknnd. 

I n  the  rnont,lz of May 1578 more remarkable animation reigned 
amongst the 'I'ishkand community than had ever existed before. 

Prep;trations were being made for a campaign into India. The  order 
had been given t o  tlie troops of the Turkis t in  district t o  form three 
detachments, wllicll were to  advance at no distant period t o  the  southern 
frontier of the district. 

The whole fighting element of Turkistdn had just wolre u p  from 
a long slumber, and was bestirring itself. Rapid work was going  on  
in  equipping transport, field hospitals, sanitary detachments ; in  purchase 
of horses, means of transport, and all other field gear. The persons 
entrusted with tlie supply of the  troops had scattered on all sides over 
the steppe, purchasing horses and hir ing " araLasJ' (native two-wheeled 
carts). Off ic~rs  wore a very cheerful appearance, just as  if they had been 
given sometliing. Everywhere over their cups they could be heard ex- 
pressing tllc greatcst satisfaction a t  the prospect of the  coming campaign. 

" What  a fcarful thing i t  is to  have always to  stick in  one and  the  
self-same place. \Y herever one looks, every thing is familiar, and has 
bccn noticecl long ago. JC'llnt a clifferent t h ing  i t  is  to  have a campaign. 
The wind of tlic o l~cn  steppe blows round onc, a n d  one has one's fill 
of fresh air. Tlla~ilis to  the English, we sliall Le delivered from this, 
and wlicrever one looks one will not always see tlie same sight, tll:lnk 
(hd. Never to t,nl;e n step anywliere or for a,nything, bu t  to  s tay 
here rotting in 'I'lisllliand. Now it is all changed. Now, we are  going 
t o  I~ltl ia,  to  drive the 1l:nglish from thence. I f  i t  mere a campaign 
:~gninst the Clliiicsc now; the latter would never fight with us; they r u n  
away, and you can't overtake them." 





The ladies of the Red Cross Society and others not belonging to it 
in a short time prepared a wllole loitd of various hospital and bandaging 
requirements intended for the future \wounded heroes. * * * * * * 

The T&hkand hospital was not behindhand in the general stir. 
The work of forming a field hospital for the main detachment went on ; 
medical officers were told off to it for duty, amongst whom I found 
myself I To speak frankly, I and the greater part of the officers wi>lled 
for a campaign, and as soon as one was settled on, I ollly thought 
of one thing, and that  was how I should manage not to be left in 
Tishkand, for that fate seemed woyse to me tllarl death. 

What!  All go on a campaign and I remait1 behind ! They are going 
-where are they going-to India ! And I must stick in this wretched 
Tishlrand. Now I only came to tlie llurltistSn district hefore the 
l'urkisll war because a movement on India mas proposed, for even then 
it was remarked that  England would commence to injure us everywhere, 
and that we sllould have to fight. her. * * * * * * 

About this time the report became pretty generally spread in the 
town that  General Stolietov, the well-linown defender of the Shiplza, 
had been appointed to the district. They said that  he had lived a long 
time amongst a Musulman population, had passed several years in the 
Caucasus, and had been in Persia; that he had lived some time in Krasno- 
vodsk, and had carried out the survey of the lower course of the Am6- 
Darya; was well acquainted ~ i t h  Asiatic langnagcs, and, in general, 
possessed many qualities especially valuable for the coming expedition. 
So they said that lie had been appoin~ed to the district to carry out 
the Indian campaign. It was not even mentioned that i t  had been 
decided to send a Russian Mission to Afghinist in;  no one said a word 
about it. 

One fine evening, the 24hh May 1878 (5th June), I received a note 
from the Secretary to the District Medical Administrative Oliicer. 'l'he 
note informed me that I was required a t  once by the District Medical 
Director. Outside the note was written " very urgent." 

I present myself and learn what no one expected, viz . ,  tha t  a, 

Mission is being formed for AfghAnistin. l'he Chief of the Mission 
was General Stolietov. The District Inspector offered me the post of 
medical ofiicer to the Mission. The matter was very urgent. I hastened 
to prcsent myself to my new and wholly unexpected Chief. * * * * * * .  

I had never seen General Stolictov before. Having formed my con- 
ception of him from the newspapers, I expected to see a bold, seasoned 
warrior of almost Titanic figure. But I was much astonished a t  seeing 
before me a man of small stature, wenlr pl~ysiqne, with gentle manner8 
and a soft voice. His voice especially macle a great impression on me. 

I presented myself, and the Gc~ieral a t  once spoke of the coming 
jolirnry into AFgh6aistiin ; he said thaL i t  woold be necessary to hurry 

that,, owing to i l l~~ess,  lie had been delayed in Moscow, and then 
enla.rged on his injllmd hand, which still bore the traces of having been 
inflam~d. The Gcneral ended by advising me to  go from Tishkand to 
Samarkand, the point of assembly of the mcmLcrs of the Mission, the 
very next day. 



The whole day I mas a t  fever heat. I had to arrange my 
equip m y  ficld medicine chest. It was necessary finally to get  money, 
although it seems to me I should have begun with the last. But, 
however much I tried, I could not start the nest  day, as for one thing 
the  pay assigned to the members of the Mission not been yet received 
from the Divisional Treasury. 

The allowance given was by no means lavish. The five superior officers 
on the staff of the Mission received 200 roubles travelling allowance 
(£31-13-4), and 3 roubles a day, paid in advance for two months. This 
mas all. Any one can see that the allowance given was insufficient, 
if I give some of the items of expenditure. 

Owing to the mobilisation the  prices of all camp requisites had 
greatly rlsen. For instance, before a pair of travelling boxes could 
be purcliased for 1 0  to 12 roubles (3 118 to 38 shillings) ; now the 
price had risen to from 20 to 25 (6:3/4 to 7916 shillings), and the quality 
was worse. Before the campaign a very fair riding horse cost 40 to 
50 roubles (£6-6 2 to  £7-1 8-4) ; now the price for comparatively poor 
horses was SO, 90.  or 100 roubles. Supposing I bought t'wo horses, one for 
riding and one for baggage, and a pair of travelling trunks, there was 
the whole of the outfit allowance expended. Then for one's servant, for 
one could not do without one, one had to  buy a long-eared charger in 
the shape of a donkey. Now, how were the other requisites for the route 
to be purchased-stores of the necessary provisions, &c.? W e  mere 
going into a country of which me only knew that  one phrase, learnt 
long-' before in Obalovski's Geography, that  " Afgh6nistin is inhabited 
by predatory tribes; the chief towns are KBhul ancl Her6t." I know 
that  some of the members of the Mission, owing to  their want of 
knowleclge of the country took with them about a pGd (36 lbs.) of biscuits 
ant1 more or less considerable stores of sugar, tea, and other provisions. 
Wha t  was worst of all, not one of us knew what to take and what not to 
take. * * * * * * 

However, I hacl to equip myself, poorly though i t  might be, and 
when I strtrted from Samarkand for KBbul, 1 hacZ nothing left in my 
pocket out of my daily allo\vance paid two months in advance but a few 
score " tengi." * 

How I shonlcl have fecl myself on the road if i t  had not been for 
the hospitality of the Amir of Bnkhira in B~lilliiran territory and of 
the Amir of Afghrinistan in Afghiiu territory-Allah alone knows. 

The news of the despatcli of tlic Rilission to Kibul at once flew 
all over TAsh1;and. I was overwhclmecl by officers of my acclunintance 
with qnestions, cross-qnestions, jokes, witticisms, good wishes and 
various r~mrtrks relative to the coming jourtley. All were somehow 
convinced that the Mission mould meet nearly the wllole 1Snglisli army 
in Kibul. Many aclvnnced the opinion tliat the Mission would not 
see I i i l ~ u l ;  that tlie AfghAn Amir was on the best of terms with the 
Iioglish and would not receive it. Some promis~d us all kinds of 
woes from tlie robber Afghiin nation, hut addecl to this, lest the Mission 
shoulcl feel timid, that the brave army of 'L'urliistin ~voultl follow us, 
and, in the event of anything happening, they would dtl '  ~ v e r  us. 

* 3C * )C * * 
* 'I Tcnga," Bukhhra silver coin worth about 74d .  i~ouii~lnl v:~lue. 



On the 26th May (7th June) the whole Mission, in  its fill1 
*resented itself to the Governor-General of TurkistLn. The 

composit io~ of the Mission was as f o l l o ~ s  :- 
Head of the Mission-Major-General Stolietov; as his assistant 

was appointed Colonel (now ~ajor- ( ieoera l )  N 0. Razgonov ; 
topographer of the Mission was N. A. Benderski ; Persian Interpreter, 
Sub-Lieutenant Nasirov ; Interpretor of the Turlii dialects, ZamLn-Beg- 
Sllaikh Ali Begov; Chinovnik*"-Malevinski was attached to  the Mission 
for his knowledge of Vestern European languages, especially English. 
I, as the reader knows, was appointed doctor. A t  Samarl~and an escort 
of twenty-two Cossacks had already been given to  the Mission, belonging 
to the Ural and Orenburg troops. 'l'menty-two whole (-'ossacks ! and is 
it not a fact that  the escort of the Enqlish Mission, who, after the 
example of the Russian Mission poked thB'ir noses into KLbul amounted 
to 2,000 men (followers and escort). Amongst the escort there was even 
artillery. 

On  the same day, viz., the 26th May (7th June), I rode from 
TBskhand towards Samarkand, and the next clay a t  6 A.M. I found 
myself on the Chapan-ata heights commanding the town and sur- 
rounding locality. 

The route from TQskhand to Samarkand has been so often described, 
and in so many ways, that  th-ere remains hardly anything new for 
me to say of it .  But I will say just a few words. From Thskhand 
to ChinBz there is nothing particular about the road. The latter place 
is a muddy little town a t  all times of the year, and overgrown with 
high grass. 

From Chiniiz to JizBk (the same kind of town and one of the 
most favourite abodes of t'hat Central Asian plague the " r ishtat  ") 
the steppe road is in no way remarkable. But  this level steppe, extending 
in every direction beyond the limit of vision, leads the traveller to malie 
some reflections. The fertile soil is suitable for growing a vast amount of 
all the possible herbs and trees which grow in this reglon. A numerous 
population could live happily on this vast territory (about 10,000 
square ~ e r s t s = 4 , 4 4 ~  square miles about). Nevertheless one does not 
meet on the road with one llabitation or a single hamlet. Occasionally 
one sees a few wretched " lcibitkas" of the Nomacls, dotted here nllcl 
there at a distance from the road. It only cloes not possess that  one trifle 
to make the country flourish like a garden, and that is water. The 
fact is that throughnut t'he whole distance from China'z to JizRb, more 
than 100 versts (66 miles) there are only four or five wells where water 
can with difficulty be obtained, half-mud and loatl~some to the taste. 
This is why this rich mould land is inhabited only by creeping tlliups 
of various kinds ; this is the reason w l ~ y  this extensive locality 1s 
ealled the " Hungry Steppe." But there was probably a time 
this locality was like a garden, rich in pul~ulatioe and the gifts "f 
nature. Scarcely pemcptible traces of i~.rigstion canals, intersecting the 
steppe in various directions, I c d  the traveller to this conclusion. Tllel-e is 
no doubt that water used to flow i11 them-tllat elixir of ]ife for Central 
Asian wastes. Involuntarily the thoucl.ht arises as to  wllen this uqs  ". the Case- How long is it rinee this rich soil began to be a desert? 

* " Clriuov~lik " title of air official. 
t Tape-worm. 



But there is ~ r o b e b l y  no one in a position to answer this question. Tlls 
historians of Alexander cf Macedon even describe this locllity as a water- 
less desert. The Chinese traveller Suan-Shan in the seventh century 
A.D. also describes this tract as a desert. And after that the Arabian 
geographers and travellers also speak of this desert as completely water- 
less. The menlory of the people has retained no traditioll of the time 
when this land flourished. But  a t  t h ~  present moment the embers of vitality 
are again bnrstinp into a glow. Tlle Turkistin government has found 
it practicable to ~rr igate  this rich soil, and for several years thousands 
of natives have been mor.king at  a grand canal, intended to bring this 
dead locality to life agzin. If  only tlie project is realised and the 
steppe intersected with irrigation canals, the whole locality will be 
quickly inhabited, and i t  will become the future granary, not only of 
Russian Turkistin, but of the mllole of Central Asia. The irrigation 
and populating of this steppe in connection with the introduction of 
a lsailway in the Turkistin province will be likely to produce a great 
change in the economy of Central Asia. W e  may assume that this 
result will only be attained when all, or if not all, the greater part 
of the steppe has received water. The canal from the Sir-Darya, from 
which they wish to bring water, will require a large mass of water to 
irrigate this enormous tract. The Sir-Darya, however, can furnish this 
amount of water, although by doing so its navigability will suffer 
considerably in consequence of the shallowness of its waters increasing. 
And there is nothing to  grieve over in this. The navigation of the Sir- 
Darya will be of almost no use t o  the country in its future aspect, and 
will only add to the burden of its buclget Ly the expense of keeping up 
the steamers and vessels of the flotilla, which are fit for nothing. It is in 
the highest degree drsirable that the main irrigation canal should be rapidly 
f i~~ished,  for, I repeat, the irrigation of the "Hungry Steppe" will 
have an enormous influence on the future, not only of the TurListln 
province, but of Russia in Central Asia generally. 

h u t  a t  the present time this steppe is not so miserably bare as when I 
rode over i t  in the end of May;  in the early spring, in March, i t  forms a 
luxurious meadow, covered with a thiclr coating of vegetation. * * * * * * 

At length I am beyond Jizik.  Before me appears the wcll-ltnown 
defile I' The gates of ~imerlane."  'I'he grand posts of these "gates" are 
formed of rocks descending PI-ecipitously to the stream, several hundred 
feet in height. On an overhg~nging lofty rock, on the right side of the 
defile, about 35 feet from the ground is the following inscription cut out 
in Persian characters : "Le t  all those who traverse deserts or travel by 
land ancl sea know that in the year 979 an engagement took place here 
I~etmeen the army of the representative of the caliph, the shadow of the 
Almighty, the great K h i n  Abdulla Khin,* the son of Iskandar Khin, 
with 30,OUO fighting-men and the army of Darvish KhBn a.nd Baba-Kh6n 
and their sons. l'liis army consisted oE r)0,000 men, relations of the 
Sultins, and 400,000 men in the ranks, in all, from Turkistin, TBshkand, 
Ferghina, and Dasht-i-Kipchak. The army of the possessor of the anspi- 
cious conjlinction of tlie stars ohta in~d the victory. Having cnnclucrctl 
the Sultrins mentiolied, hc put so many of tllcir army to dr~atli, that,, owing 

* Abdulln Klilin, olle of t l ~ e  best repl.rnrnL%tivcs of  t l ~ c  Sl~nil)nnitl(* tlgnnsty, ruled ovcr 
BukLQra in t l ~ e  first half of the sixteenth century (born 1638; diccl 16'97). 



to people killed in llattle and as prieoners, blood flowed on the surface 
of the waters of the River Jizllii (JulLn-uta) during the course of a mollth* 
Let this be linown." 

Above this inscrilltio~ is another, also in the Persian language :- 
.' B~ the help of the Lord Almighty, the  great Sult ln,  the subduer 

of Icings and nations, the shadow of God upon earth, the supporter of the 
ordinances of the Sunni faith and the law of God, Lord, defender of the 
faitll, UIGg-Beg Gurug&n, (may God prolong: liis reign and rule !) under- 
took a campaign into the country of the Jetis and Mongols and returned 
uninjured from that  people into these lands in tlie year 828." 

The more nearly you approach Samarkand, the more clearly and clearly 
do the snowy sllmmits of the Turkistin and Zarafshin mountain ranges 
rise on the south-eastern horizon. * * * * * * 

you find yourself a t  the second station from the capital of the Asiatic 
conqueror, Tamerlane. This station is called " Kameni Most," or the 
u ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~  Bridge." A few vers-ts from here commences the cultivated 
valley of Zarafshin, the " gold-scattererN* of Central Asia. From a dis- 
tance this verdant, endless garden, as the valley appears to  be, delights 
one with its luxurious vegetation ; but when you ride into it ,  it turns out 
to be marsh; round i t  are gardens, mingled with irrigated fields; every- 
where there is water, and where there is none i t  is very muddy and damp. 
But, nevertheless, you ride along an excellent metalled road ; this chausse'e 
extends right up to Samarkand 30 versts (20 miles). Gradually, with 
each step in advance, you begin to distinguish a deep roar, like that of a 
waterfall ; in a short time you reach. the bank of tlie " gold-giving" river, 
and its roar deafens you. 

No\\?, you have t o  take a short ride in a cart through the water, which 
is running with the speed of an arrow shot from a bow. There are no 
bridges on the river. The level of tlie water, l io~v~ver ,  was so high that  
one coulcl not cross in the ordinary post-cart if one did not wish to swim 
in it. Then your baggage has to be rcmo\rrcl f & ~ n  the post-cart to a n  
araba ; tlle huge diameter of the mlleels being most suitable for the rnork. 
You complete your change and lnuncll into the river wares, which break 
ful.iously uiitler the araba. Yon expect that the araba will be upset 
some\vliere by the stronq flow of water, and then you mag pray for your 
baggage and for yourselt also. The water is sometimes so deep that the 
horscs drawinq the araba are quite immersed in it, but the native driver 
has lived all 111s life at this occ~ipation, a n d  is so experienced a t  his work 
that yo11 may col~fid~nt~ly entrust the guidance of this original ferry-boat 
into his llnuds; a mounted man, too, goes in front to sllow the road. 
Yo11 have to cross several braiiches of the river spread over a. distance 
of 2 versts in  tllis manncr. 

011 oppohit,e sick of the river one is surpl.iscc1 to see the remains of 
a stone b r i d ~ ~  wliidl once existed. Two coml>lete arcllrs rise llipll 
bearing witness to tlllc drual)ility of constnlction, and to the a r t  of the 
mm, who a t  somp unlino~vn period 1)iiilt this bridge. It is unliliply that  
the Samal1%an(1 of t~he pres~ll t  time will expect a bridge to he soon 
m ~ l p ,  in all prol~ability both voluntary anrl involuntary tourists 
the i n h a h i h t s  1~111 yet for a l o l~g  timo b l i e  adv;rntage of the 

* Litcral traualatioll of ZarafaLdn. 



diameter of the araba wheel for crossing the river. In front of you is 
the ascent of a hill. This hill-Cbapan-&ti-is where on the 1st May 
1868 the hmi r  of BukhCra, Muzafar Khgn, was routed by the TurkistBn 
troops which attacked him. You ascend tlle hill, and before you opens 
out one of the most beautiful views in Central Asia. 

It was not in vain that this place wan the favourite station of the great 
Asiatic-Tamerlane. Samarkand, with its noble monuments, lies before 
you as if in the palm of your hand, and beyond i t  and around i t  extends, 
as far as the eye can see, the magnificent verdant valley of Zarafshgn. 
Still further beyond, the mountains in some places, and especially towards 
the east, surround the plain in a huge belt; their snowy summits rise 
loftily and prouclly. Another ruler, who, although not so celebrated as 
Timur, was probably not less aesthetic, viz., Sult6n RBber, in compar- 
ing Samarltand with other places in the world then known, gives the palm 
of superiority to it. You drive through a mood of gardens, ascend and 
descend hills several times, and then, making a final descent, come face 
to face with the celel~rated buildings of Timur, colleges and mosques. A 
numerous variegated crowd hums a t  your feet; and you find yourself 
in the central bazar of Samarkand. 

The Kirghiz driver now drives his horses very zealously, wishing to 
show off his skill before tlle natives, and the horses gallop until the walls 
and bastions of the citadel appear in view. The horses then move on a t  a 
walk and you enter the Russian town. 

On entering the town a broad street catches your eye, the so-, 
called Abramovslii Boule~rard. The width of this street, with the boule- 
vard in the centre, planted with trees, is 50 sajgnes (350 feet). Russian 
Sarnnrkancl surprises you with the regularity and breadth of its streets, 
but also with their emptiness, as well as tlle superfluous abundance of 
dust, wllicll lies in n thick layer over the streets, pavements, and trees. 

'l'lle streets here, contrary to the custom a t  Tiishkand, are seldom 
matered. But here a t  last is the wished-for station-house. Let us 
enter it. ' * * * * * * 

On the follotving day I had to  finally prepare for the road. To 
remain longer in the station-house was inconvenient, and in the town there 
was only one hotel, which was full ; so i t  was necessary to look out for a 
private house. For 60 kopeclrs (1s. l l d . )  a day I hired a whole house, 
bllt of course unfurnished. Here I had to sleep still ou the travelling 
boxes' put togethrr. Now, I will say a few words about these and about 
transport generally. 

t * Jt Y * * * 
First of all I had to purchase horses. I waa equipping myself for a 

march for the first time in my life, and had only commenced to ride in 
TBshkand less than a year before, ancl knew little more about a horse than 
I did about Chinese grammar. Consequently, the selection of horses was 
a difficult matter for me. - * * * * * * 

I, however, was rather successful in purchasing my horses. Two of 
them (I purchased three altogether, for nly servant excused \rimself from 

* Mulc or cnmel trunks, yakdnns.-manslator. 
t Description quite unneceeenry.-Tramlator. 



the pleasure of riding on an ass) made the whole journey to Kibul  and 
hack without any hitch. One horse, a large hill Kirghiz pacer, possessed 
some excellent qualities, st,rength, good fcet, and an  unusually fast 
amble. * * * * * * 

On returning home from the hospital I met an assistant surgeon 
appointed as my assistant who had just arrived from Tishkand. H e  
brought with him the medicine chest, equipped for the Mission. We 
were obliged to repack or stow away the medical stores in tlle "yakdans," 
and this packing required great foresight and caution. Many of 
the medicines were liquid, and in the usual thin-sided glass bottles. 
There were also strong acids, also in glass bottles, and finally tlwrc 
was a stock of empty glass bottles. The least carelessness in p:~cking 
might cause the complete, or more or less considerable, destruction of the 
medical stores. 

3t= * * * * * 
At this time General Stolietov gave over to me a mercurial barometer 

and a thermometer (Tselsi's). It was necessary to pack t.hese instru- 
ments well. I took them with me in order to carry out meteorological 
observations better. The Commander of the Mission presumed that  
in AfghBnist6n i t  would be impossible to carry on openly either a 
sketch of the route or meteorological observations. I n  this respect we 
all remembered the case of Alessrs. Prejevalski and Kurol3ntkin during 
their travels in Kashp6r. Their observatio~is had t o  be made by 
stealth, in view of the decided opposition of the 1oc:~l native authorities 
to carrying out any such observations. W e  expected t l ~ e  saine opposi- 
tion from the Afghgn authorities. The reason why I offered (;enera1 
Stolietov my services to  carry them was that, here in Central Asia, 
a doctor can do what is inlpossible for any other Europen.ns, surrouuded 
as he is, in the eyes of the natives, by a kind of aureole of ommipotence. 
This is why I thought that  I might carry out ol)servations, explaining 
that they were merely required for my art.  The results just~fied my 
anticipations to some extent. 

Whilst these preparations were going on, nearly all the Mission 
collected in Samarkand. Colontl Razgonov alone rbas still absent; 
the Mission had been quite ready to start for two days, but he had not 
yet arrived ; he only came on the 1st  June (13th June).  

Samarknnd-Russian be i t  understood-has orlly existed for ten years, 
and, to loolc at, it is quite a European town ; i t  has a general assembly 
room, a female scllool, and even a town dispensary, where medicines a r e  
given gratis to the poor natives. Few district towns in European Russia 
possess similar institutions. 



CHAPTER IT. 

SAMARKAND-KXRSHI. 

Froin Samnrkrtnd to Jim-General descl.iption of the locnlity-F,*'l.o~n Jam to ChirQ;kchi- 
BukhirLu l~ospit:~lity- . lour~le~ to I<B~,slli-Life of the Mission at h'&rsl~i-Audien~~ 
give11 to the Mission by tlie ~ l n i r  of BiikhLril, Sayad Uuznffalr-ud-din Kh6n-BulthLran 
au~usemeuts-ll:~tl~s- Frencli l'l~ilippe. 

On the 2nd June (1  4th June) at 12 noon, the Mission collected 
in full strength a t  the house of General Ivinov. 

The extensive court in front of the house was blocked with baggage 
and riding animals, and heaps of things lay'about ready for loadlng. 
Several natives, screaming their loudest, were busy round an obstinate, 
timid horse, which would not  let itself be loaded; i t  kicked, trembling 
all ovef a t  the sight of an enormous tent, which they wanted to  
ge t  on to its back ; a t  last, they threw a horse-cloth over its head, 
and the thing mas done. The servants were looking after their 
masters' horses and loads, and employed themselves in pl-ofoulld expres- 
sions of opinion as to  which horse would stand the march best, which 
was the youngest, fastest, kc. This caused a rather lively argument 
amongst them. 

'I'wo dl)zen Cossacks were grouped a t  the gate. The bold sergeant, 
with a strongly developed gro\vth of hair on his face, produced a great im- 
pression with his rough seasoned appearance. On his breast hung a whole 
bunch of " (;eol-ges,"* and several medals. The Cossacks, too, were all 
picked men-tall, bold, and wit11 that seasoned appearance which a steppe 
life, f ~ l l l  of all kincls of adventures, alone can give a man. Harder 
than all worked and screamed, whilst loading the horses, the Caravan- 
b&hi of the baggage train, R:~jah Ali. His figure stood out clearly 
amongst the native Jigitst and La-6chis (drivers). His  great 
stature, thiclc sinewy ncck, and strongly developed muscles made one 
presume tllat he possessed strength and energy, such as is rarely met 
with amongst native TQjiks. His very swarthy, expressive face, black 
glittering eyes, and acluiline nose ma& one doubt his belonging to any 
of the Turki races inhabiting Turliistiin. He  was, in fact, a foreigner 
to the country, being an Afghiin. Afterwards, whilst the Mis$ion 
was travelling to Kihul, we recognisecI llis many valual,le qnalities. 
His al~pointmetit as Cnravnn-1)Sshi of t11c b g g g a g ~  train mas the most 
happy one possil~le. I ie  llacl traversed Central Asin s~vera l  times in 
various directions ; had heen several tirncs to Judia;  had been born 
in Kibul,  which he had visited as lately as 1877 in the capacity of 

* Cross of St. Georgc, pivcn for vnlour. 
t Jigit," R nl~u i l t t~ l  native usccl for diffcrcnt dutice hy thc Russinn Oover~~mcnt. 

&-&hi, nntivcs wlio dl ive  1)nggngo nniin:ils, cnmrls, horses, &c. Caravan-Bnshi is nntive 
w l ~ o  eup#brinte~,ds tlic inovcinclrt of tllc bnrrgagc train ; he thug coneiders himself the imme- 
&ate commruder of the uative followers of the cnravsn. 



messenger to the Amir Sliir Ali, to whom he took a letter from the 
(;overnor General of TurkistBn. 

He was now a " Jigit" a t  the orders of the Commander of the 
Ssmarkand Division. He could speak freely in three languages-*fglldn 
(puslltu), Turki, and Persian. It was a pity he did not know how to 
read and write Russian. All tbe members of the Mission assembled 
in the of General IvPnov, exchanging remarks on the forthcoming 
journpy. Fin d ly ,  General Ivinov spoke a few inspiriting good wishes 
to us, and the Mission went out to mount their horses. I n  a few 
minlltes a long line of riders extended along the street, with a lollg 
tail of baggage animals. T1.e court was completely emptied. A few 
of tile local authorities accompanied the Mission for a distance of some 
versts. * * * * * * 

We had a long ride, turning from side to side, through the winding 
dusty streets, but gradually they became more deserted, the trees rarer, 

we finally issued from the town. The town elided, the gardens 
surrounded it in a ring, also ended, and the desert steppe met 

our gaze, with its ragged clothing consisting only of thorn bushes burnt 
up by the sun. After this there was no dust, but the steppe wind 
blew on us like a flame and continued to blow the whole day with its 
fiery breath. 

We rode in the direction of Jiim. The follo\ving was the route 
of our journey. U p  to the BukhLra frontier we were to move on 
J6m, and then to go to KLrshi. After this, passing through Guzar 
and Shiribid, the Mission would have to reach otle of the points of 
passage on the  am^-Darya. This route was considerably longer t l ~ a n  
that tirst proposed through Shahi-i-Sabz, It was, however, necessary 
to make this ditour because at that time the Amir of Bukhira was in 
the town of KBrshi, and i t  was most probably necessary for the Com- 
mander of the Mission to see him. 

So we started for JBm. At  first we rode quietly, and sometimes had 
to halt owing to the baggage tram. It appeared that  the horses, pur- 
cliased under loads, had up to the presellt time hardly ever carried them. 
The drivers hired for the baggage train were illdifferently acquainted 
wit11 transport. Owing to t l ~ i s  the horses were badly loaded ; the 
1o:~ds often came loose and fell off, and then had all to be made up  again. 
After several similar llal ts the General wasbed his hands of the haFgage, 
and, leaving a part of the Cossacks with it, went on wltll the 
rernail~dcr and all the members of the Mission. The road ran over 
a wide steppe, rllllllinq south towards the steeply rising, sllarply indented, 
~njmnrliand rallge of moulltnins. Tliese mountairls are tile prolongation 
of the massive Zanlfslrb mountain range, commencing in tile moulltain 

of MAch. In  the Samarkand range ttherp is not a. sillale covered 
wlt~ll t'tcrnal snow; the lenptli of its longer is 200 to 300 versta 
( t~o 200 nli l~s) ,  and its width nowllere pxce,,ds 30 vprsts (20 miles). 
1 '  nnl'thcm slope is not So S ~ P C ~  as tlie southern; the latter rises 
r:ll)i(lly in steep l l l l l f f ~  I113 to the 11lRlle~t crest line. '['Ile heigllt of Gu 
filt1nmits of this rallge no\vllere execnls 7,000 or ~ , ( ) 0 0  feet, and Osving 
to t,llc ;ll)s~nce of snowy slim~nits it, is very poor in water. A l e w  riv,,ll,t8 
aloll(b Ilow from its ~ lo r t l i c~~n  s l~ i r s .  T I I ~  solltll(.rIl s ~ O I , C  of ille mOUlltiLillg 
01lly gives a few ioco~isi(lerablc aflluents to tllc l(jsl,lc~-nn r\rn. 111,~ 



mountains are very sterile, like the steppes around them. There is hnrdly 
any wood ullless you reckoa some stumps of mountain a arclla 
(jnniper) scattered about. To the north and west of these mountains 
extends an unlimited plain (steppe), on the surface of which are here 
and tl~ere, very occasionally, dotted the " y6rts " of nomad Kirghiz. 
The road we now traversed ran nearly parallel to the mountain range, 
but  a t  the same time continually approached it ; pebbles began to increase 
in quantity, and they mere particulal.ly numerous in the beds of the small 
half dried up streams. Twilight already enveloped the hills in a thick 
fog and tilled the steppe with gloom mllen we approached quite close to 
the mouths of the ston! giants. I n  a defile, resting on one side against 
the a ln~os t  vertical wall of the mountains and bounded on the other side 
by the murmuritig mountain stream, was a sort of hamlet.. This hamlet 
was selected as our halting-place for the night, and i t  was quite time. 
Wlwn we rode into the verdure clad courtyard of the local "aksak61,"* 
night 11ad already enveloped the land in its murky cloak. W e  feared 
lest t l i u  baggage which had remained behind might miss the road, and 
that  tlie l io r s~s  might lose their footing in crossing the stony bed of 
some stream; some of the Cossacks were, theretore, sent along the road 
to m e ~ t  tlie baggage train. 

Our 30 versts (2 J miles) ride made itself fe l t ;  m y  knees pained me 
and my hack ached a b i t ;  a marc11 of 30 versts is not a long one, no 
clo~tbt, but  before this I had only been in the habit of riding in excursions 
xl)ont the town, and i t  is tll~refore not surprising that  the plesent march 
tileel me. 1 wanted to eat and drink badly, but our baggage was not up, 
arltl o r l ~  coulcl only regret it. 'l'he akaaka'l, however, run about, hither 
ant1 thither, wi<hing to welcome the gentlemen visiting him, and so011 
Iroclucecl some tea and milk. 'l'his was quickly swallowed by us. In 
the meantime the baggage came up, s fire mas a t  once made, and in 
few minutes the bright Hames licked the Glackenecl sides of the kettle and 
cooliinm- o t  in which were cluickly being prepared the daily supper. A 

s P  f(:w of the travellers waited for supper; some, of whom I was one, 
stretclled their weary limbs on a felt, spread on the grou~ld, ancl mere ilot 
long in sleeping the sleep of the weary. llThen supper was ready, t l~ey 
trice[ t o  wake up the sleepers, hiit tliey would not awake. I n  the morn- 
ing, long before sunrise, it was necessary to start again ; JAm, our intend- 
ed halting-place, was more than 30 versts (20 miles) from here, a five 
lloursJ ride at lead ; i t  was desirable to escape the burning heat of the 
clay and to reach tlie halting-place before midday; so it was necessary to 
leave this halting-place as early as possible. 

A t  about 5 A.M. tlle following day we were already mounted on our 
horses. Tlle uniEorm surface of the steppes y a i n  extended before us, 
grown over with wild thorn and covered wit11 pebbles. Thc same 
sterile hills, fannecl by the wind and burnt up by the sun, extend along 
the leEt side of thc road ; the  same wretched " yiirts," Llack and covchred 
with dust and soot, belonging to the Nomads, are occasionally met wit11 
on the light of the roncl. T w u  or three steppe partridges rise noisily from 
almost under the hoofs of the horses. 

But  here we are in J im.?  On the maps me had with us Jiim mas 

* Aks~k6l literally means " grcy-benrd : " thc nntive villngo cltlcrs arc c11llcd by t.l~is 
nnn1c~.-2't~ntrs. 

t ' r l ~ c  nrtu.ll l icigl~t of JPm is 2.050 fcet, accoriliug to Lnrionov. 



as a fortified place ; consequently, in riding up to it I expected to  
see formidable ramparts wit11 emb~asures and the dark masses of gull8 
looking out of them, but there was nothing of the kind. J i m  is merely a 
large village, inhabited by Uzbaks ; i t  is situated almost in the centre of 
a small hollow, surrounded by low hills. A small, turbid stream inter- 
sects this hollow from east to west; not far to the soutll of the village 
were seen the wllite tent,s of soldiers. For several days tile 9th Line 
Battalion, forming the advanced guard of the main body of the Turliistin 
troops, had beell here. Still further to the left nearer tbe bills, on the top 
of a low rnound, were seen the ruins of a BulikLran fort, which had once 
existed here; this was once the fortified place of JRm. This  lace had been 
appointed as the rendezvous of the wliole main detachment intended to 
advance to the frontiers of India. We rode up to a thin group of trees, 
the only ones existing lrere, oversl~adowil~g a small muddy pond ; here we 
found tents and y6rts already pitched for us,   re pared by the hospitable 
commander of the 9th Battalion, N. Plotnikov. VC7ith great delight we 
stretched our weary limbs under the shade of the tents, and with still 
greater pleasure took advantage of the Icind-hearted hospitality of our 
host. A glass of "vodka" and some smoliing cutlets were exilctly the 
thing we wanted. After a plenteous repast and moderate libatio~is to the 
well- known Greek god weariness overcame us. 

Here I commenced a series of ob-el-\ations of temperature, and conti- 
nued them thencefort has carefully asw as practicable. T l ~ e  temperature was 
taken usually three timesa day-in the morning before starting, at frotn 
5 to 7 A.M. ;  a t  midclay, 12 to 2 P.M.; and in the evening, from 7 to 8 P.M. 
Barometrical observations were postponed until we reached Afghinistin. 
The route throngh the Bul;h6ra territory which the Mission had to follow 
had been already determined Lnrometrically throughout its whole length 
by former travellers-Shwartz, Larionov, and others. 

It tvas decided by tlie (:o~nmancler of the Mission that  on the follow- 
in< day we should move early in the morning on KQrshi, from which we 
were dividcd by an illtervi~l of 90 vei-sts ( G O  miles), of perfectly desert 
route. I say perfectly desert because there is an  insufficiency even of 
~vater. The water wllich is met with et? q-oute has all the characteristic 
quihlities of thc mnter of salt steppcs; i t  is salt and Litter. Here the 
steppe (lescrt is quite rlninhnbited, and is colnposed of nunlprolls encroacll- 
rnents of the 1leighl)ouring vast Tursnian desert. I t  is, as i t  were, a slloal 
in the unlirnitcd salldy occali, which extends from lleerc to tile Caspian and 
tlle Urnl. 

WP did not, liowcver, have t o  experience the pleasures of that  attrac- 
tive locality. On tile evening of this (lay we received messengers from 
tllc Hcg (Governor of the town of Chii.rikclli, who was the youngest son of 
the Anlir of Ur~lthBra. 'l'llc messengers exlwesserl to the Commander of 
tllc .\lission the grc.at desire tlie I3cg llad to see us as guests in his town. 
1311t, i n  order to  gr:iot tllc rrqllest of the younCr He&, i t  wollld be necessary 

h. to malte (16tollr of :jO or 110 vcrsts ( 2 0  to 269 miles), as we llad to ill- 
cline consi(lrra1)ly sooth of the h rmr~ r  directioll of tile routP on KQIaslli; 
tllis c i r c l l m ~ t a , ~ ~ ~ ~ !  ill some tltlgrec rflrvcd as an impet]iment towards ful- 
lillillg the R( l~ ' s  IC(IIIPS~. ~ 'IIPII ,  tlie messengerS to reljresellt, 
all the diflici~lty of tlre i.01ltc through tile desert locality Lctweelr ~ ; i ~  

Khrslli. A(.rol.(ling to illom, at. t ,~iat  time, no foragr a t  for  l,ol.srs 
could be obtained on that road, a i ~ d  very little water. In aclclitionJ tlIey 



said that the  Beg wol~ld be delighted a t  the visit of Russian guests, and 
that  everything necessary was prepared along the road for the Mission. 
I n  the face of such weighty arguments i t  was dificult to refuse, and the 
Beg's invitation was accepted. On the following day we had to make a 
marc11 of 6 versts (40 miles: from JQm to Cl~irBkchi, and consequently 
we started before sunrise. The baggage was sent on still earlier, so that 
i t  might not delay the general movement. Two versts from JBm is the 
boundary between Russian and BulihLrau dominioos. It is rnarkpd by 
a small stone pillar, placed a t  the side of the road on the top of a low 
moond. On  the side turned towards Russian territory are the l ~ l i ~ e r i a l  
Arms, and on the Hukhbra side a Persian inschription. A strange feeling 
came over me when I cro~sed the frontier of the Empire for the first time ; 
i t  was a somewhat painful sensation, just as if I had lost something, and, 
as a matter of fact, the traveller in crossing the frontier here i l l  Central 
Asia does lose a great deal-the protection of the law, and confidence 
in his personal security. Here uncheerful thoughts came into my head- 
the frontier crossed, when would one again see one's native land, or would 
one do so ta  all ? Tlie greater part of European travellers in Central 
Asia have laid their bones in this inhospitable countiy. Allowing that 
we mere not simple travellers, but representatives of Government, our 
persons should be counted sacred, hut in 1863-66 our embassy suffered 
several months' captivity in Bukhira, and that  was only ten years 
ago. 

I n  1863 three Italians sent to  BukhLra t o  purchase silkworms' eggs 
nearly lost their heads on the block, and that they were saved was only 
due to the interferel~ce of the l3ussin.n Government. Allowing that in 
BukhLran domillions Rusqians would meet witah nothing but hospitality 
and most complete attention, yet  we were going into Afghinistiin, which 
was to us a terra incognzta in the fullest sense of the word. Probably 
all my fellow-travellers were immersed in similar thoughts, for they were 
persistently s~lent .  * * * * * * 

W e  rode for some time along the well-beaten road to KLrshi. The 
country became more and more of an undulating character. 'l'he Samar- 
knnd range, which had run along on our left the whole time, here turned 
sharply to the south and also broke up, sending only a few small hilly 
offshoots towards the west, wliich further west, after a certain distance, 
again rose into a rather well-clefinecl range. 

Thus, the intervening locality through which we rocle forms, as it were, 
the natural gates from the Zarafshiin valley into the KBrshi oasis, and it 
was owing to this t l \a t  there used to he a Sukhiran fort here, also scrv- 
i f ~ g  the purpose of an exile convict prison for native criminals. It may 
be from this that the name of the fort is derived, for, if I am not mls- 
taken, the name Jam means in the native language " hell." 

The country became more and more rlndnlnting. W e  soon t u r n ~ d  off 
from the Khrshi road towartls Chirikchi in a south-east direction. VCTo 
had to malie two or three rather steep ascents in clayey-shrtle soil. Here 
t h ~ r e  was no road. We went along a mountain patli, winding round the 
shoul(1er of 11 i l  Is, sown in places with wrn.  Wh~elcd  tlrw n\port, Iiowevcr, 
wonld not m ~ e t  wit11 any very consitlcra1)le dilIic:~iltios t o  movemclnt. 
Ilcre a mounted Bukh6ran rode up to the ('ommantles of the Mission, 

to him about something, and flew back like an arrow, turning to 



tlie left, down the steep bank of a deep raviue. Tlle wllole cavalcade 
turned after him. * * * , * * * 

The Beg's messengers had thought tha t  this would not be a bad place 
for us to fortify ourselves with breakfast for the long day's maloll; cousr- 
quently, about 2 versts from the turn (i.e., from KLrslii road) they had 
pitched tents beforehand and psepared breakfast. Within 15 minutes we 
reached the very steep descent into the ravine. On the opposite slol)inp 
bank were seen the variegated Rulihiira tents pitched nnder the shade 
of an apricot grove. Here and there were piles of baggage and groups 
of 'Cossacks, walking about round their horses. The Bulihiran attend- 
ants brought (' samavars " and food. The green and shade of the  apricot 
trees promised us a pleasant rest, and tlie smoliing dishes an ample I~reak- 
fast. From this time the Nlission was entertained a t  the expense of tlie 
Amir of BukhBra. The Bnkh6rans would have consideretl i t  a great  insult 
if we had refused their food and supplies, and liad thought of feeding our- 
selves at our own expense. The repast was, ample thougll one cannot 
say that  i t  was equally well prepared. Greasy tlishes, ilr the form of the 
inevitable Asiatic "pilau,'" are not very I):ilatable to the I<uropean 
stomach. However, we soon got  accustomed lo  I3ukhBran cooking. 
1 1  1he sun mas pretty high, and was copiously bathing tlie soft outlines of 
the hills with its w;lrm golden rays, when our caravan again started. 
'I'he hills and rising ground gradually died away : the surround~ng 
steppe mas flat, uniform, and, one might  say, lifeless. if there had not been 
visible along the sides of the road occasio~ral " j Grts,'' t ha t  primitive 
dwelling of Ihe not less primitive inhabitants, the local nomad Kirglliz ; 
there were also some scanty corn-fields, like new little patches, on the 
worn-out garb of the steppe. 

Jt * * * * * 
Round about for many a verst there was not a drop of water, and yet, 

if any one of tlie travellers gave the least hint tha t  11e wanted to driulc, 
water was produced in abundance. Besides water the Eukl l i ra~ls  
carried with tlrem a supply of sour milk, like " air6n" and " kitik ;" in 
u word, ~ l le i r  ltind attention was shown here in a striking manner. 
About 1 P.M. tile hosp i t a l l~  shade of tlie tcnts again received us for a 
time, and gave us a rest from the burning rays of the sun, wllicll were at 
40°.* I t  asppeared that  these were the same t ~ i i t s  and yhl~ts  which 
served for our mol.ning halt, for, as soon as they wtbre clrnr of tllcir 
morning gnests, they wcre sent on by mountcd Bukllarails to tliis 
place. 

I t  was 4 i n  thc afternoon, and the wearisoinc jouriwy wonltl soon 
1)e over. A tli\rli mass of green at, last nppcb:~r~tl on tlie snullrt>l.n 
Ilo~iaoir, wlli(111 sc(>~ood to i~~el -essc  more o i ~ d  more as one approached 
it .  tlc>re glinlrnerctl a rivc.i., winding in a dark 1)lue line tl~rougli the 
galdens, gctting gl.adnally ~):llci., as it were djriug ant, as i t  ftoo~rd 011 

l'~i~~t,lrrlr intlo tire stcpl)e. 13pforc us was t l ~ e  t,o\vn of (:lrir;ikcl\i.t 0 n the 
r i g l ~ t  ant1 lcft of thtl road extended mrltl eiiclosarc~s 1)nl.nt with the sun. 
A gl'ol~l) of monntcltl J311klih1.nl1s were crowtletl on t l ~ e  ntbarest vac:tnt 

I 1  space aw:~it.il~g the Mission. 1 Iris was tile corrlnollial party sellt t o  



receive us by the Beg from the town. The usual compliments and good 
wishes followed. Then we had to  cross the river KiShk&Darya by 
ford, as tliere is no bridge or even ferry over it. Its depth reaclled 
6 feet, breadth 20 or 30 sajknes (140 feet to  210 feet). We crossed 
~uccessfully, but the haggage had to be unloaded from the horses and 
placed in the same kind of arabas which were used a t  the passage of the 
Zarafshbn a t  Samarkand, lest they should be wetted in the river. N~~ 
(i.e., in  tlie beginning of June) the river was comparatively shallow, as 
the snows in tlle mountains had not melted much as yet. The highest 
level of the river is in July and August, when the heights of Hazrat 
S u l t h ,  where this river rises, are stripped of the greater part of their 
snows. On the opposite and precipitous bank of the river a building, like 
a square citadel, first caught our eye, surrounded by lofty, crenelated 
earthen walls. This was the "palace " of the Beg, allotted for the time 
as a residence for the Mission. When we entered it, the four-sided earthen 
quadrangle pr,~ved to be an extensive house, divided into several smaller 
ones, situated concentrically; in the inner little house were several 
living rooms, which were occupied by us. 

The first impression produced on us hg the Reg's palace was not one of 
envy; the interior decoration of the b~iilding was still more unenviable. 
The bare, even unplastered, walls of the little rooms, which were, as 
i t  mere, let into the wall of tlie court, offended the eye by their 
wretcheclness. A few wooden stakes, knocked into the wall served, in- 
stead of clothes' pegs, for hanging clothes and other house-things upon. 
Along the sides 1)y the walls were placed in a row some native, broad 
beds covered witli some wadded quilts and mattresses. I n  tlie centre 
of one oE the rooms was a dilapidated table, and round i t  some 
roughly made chairs, coverrd witli retl fustian. This was all the furni- 
ture of the Beg's residence. To this I may add that i l l  no one of the 
numerous houses of this extensive building was there a single pane of glass 
to be seen ; all the wind, ~ w s  mere of wood, folding, and without a piece of 
glass, and they also servecl, when opened, in place of doors. I n  one corner 
of the house was pitched a canopy of Persian shawls, and the earthen floor 
was spread with clieap native carpets, called by the natives " palLs." 
Hardly had me entered tlle house when we were met by the Beg's cour- 
tiers with the " Mir-Akhor " a t  their head, who generally plays tlie part 
of chief house-builder, both at the courts of tlie Mirs, as well as wit11 the 
Amir himself. It must be noticed that  in Bukhlra every Beg (antl their 
number is almost eclllal to that of the towns in the 13uklliran dominions) 
looks upon hirnself as an i~~dc~pentlent prince. 'l'hey rule their district 
almost inclepenc!ently of tlie Amir;  and their will is law within it. 
Each one l ~ a s  his court, t h o n ~ l l  of ratjlier microscopic dimensions, but with 
the same gradation of offices ancl duties as a t  tlie great court of the 
Amir. The Begs are appointed in o r d ~ r  that  t h ~ y  should rule over the 
districts entrnstecl to tllem, hut all toheir govcrnmcnt usually consists in 
collecting taxes for tlie Amir's trc:~sury nilcl for their own maintcl~ance. 
The revenne is u.;nnlly coll~ctecl from tllc 1)opulntion in kind, antl the Bcg 
also sclncls i t  to  the  Amir i n  kind-so many rol)es, so many horses, so 
many 6nljr?drs (qacks from 289 to 6!)S 1h. weight) of mrain, &c. 'l'hc 

? 
position of Beg is not h~retlitnry ; a t  any time t l i ~  Amir can take t h c  
Rcqqhip from one ancl give i t  to another, whicali is not sc~ltlom 
done 1,y tlie s n ~ ~ i c i o ~ l s  rulers of 13ulrhBra. At tlie dcath of tlie Beg nl l  



his property goes in to  the treasury of the Arnir, so t h a t  tlie llcir a t  tlic 
drat11 of Ins father l.eceives hardly anyth ing .  As the soris of tlie Begs, 
however, must  be always in tlie service of the  Amir ,  they soon g e t  into 
ofice and often themselves become Begs, and  consequently tlie loss of 
succession t o  their fatlier's ofice is not  so much fel t  by them. Every 
one of thein who is in  tlie Amir's service or receives his " large pay," or 
becomes the B e g  of some district, has enough to  live upon excellently 
according to t he  HulihSran standard. I n  Bul;hira service t o  the S ta te  
is continued unt i l  death ; there is no retirement a f te r  a service of a certain 
periocl of years. Once appoint'ed I3eg of a town, a man  stops in  it, shuts  
himself u p  with his harem in  liis 11alace.-wliich is often like a ~.edoubt,- 
and never goes out. This seden ta I-y life lias L e c o m ~  a habit, sanctioiled 1,y 
time and by his predecessors. Onlv once or twice a year does a Beg leave 
his w:lrrn nest in order, at the con;mand of the  Arnir, t o  g o  and  malco 
liis obeisance to  his grea t  master. I<csitles this  the  Beg sends to  t he  
Amir the revenue o l t :~ ined  from liis district. H e  remains in  13ukhAra, 
or whatever other town the  Amir hal)pcns to be in, only a f ew days or as  
long as tlie Amir orders him.  A s  a role, tlie Hcg, when he takes liis 
departure receives from the Amir various presents, clllefly robes of honour, 
as a token t h a t  the Amir  is pleased with his service. It, however, some- 
times happens tha t  the  Beg o n  arrival disappi'arsiinto the snht erran pan 
casemates of the " Arg"* (palace), or they polish liim off sliarp, cutting 
his throat like a sheep. Tlle father  of the present .Smir, Nasir-ulla KllLn, 
lias not rarely practised this metliod of quelling? in  susprcted Uegsllips, 
a revolt considered prolnble 1)y his diseased i inapnat ion.  But. not with- 
standing this means of repression, lie liad several Begs wlio enjoyed such 
wide independence tha t  they only nominally recognised the suzeraiuty 
of the  Amir. They carried on war wit11 tlieir i l i~igb~~ollrs ,  made peace, 
coined their own money, and only showed their dc1)endence to 13ukliA1.a 
by s e n t l i n ~ ~  the Amir from time to t ime some insignificant pr~lsflnts. *. 'I lie following Segs  enjoyed this iudependencc : Slial~r-i-Sabz (18 70, ; 
Elissir ( to  1875); K5rategin and  IColSb (to 1877) .  

* * * * * * 
After this the Rl i r  Akhor busied himsclf with our  repast. Tlle 

inevitable repast in Central Asia of " bitter tea " ( cha i - t l~ lkh )  was already 
I 1  rrady, l h e  tca Iicre is notliiug bu t  green tea brought  from Indin. 

I t  is called " l u l k h  " wlieii dn~i i lc  witliout sngar ; with sngar  i t  is called 
slvcct tcaa ( ~ h t t i - ~ l l i l ' ~ ? ~ ) .  Tlie Cent rill Asians arc v c ~ y  f o ~ i d  of tlle so- 
c..lllctl " sh~r-char " (~i i i lk  tea\ ; they ni;llce i t  of brick-tcs, boiled wi th  
milk, prms(l, salt ,  a ~ i d  ot lirr eoadiments. Tliey oltc11 pu t  spices into 
it-c.i~inan~on, cloves, kc. If  O I ~ C  can S:LY iiotl~itlg gooil a b o ~ t  t h e  taste 
OF tliis l)cvei.agc, olic cannot but  s1,eak to  i ts nouri>hlng c]ualilies. 
Uflsit I P S  tea, t lie re werc a 1lurnl)rr 01' other Leverages, courses, and sweets. 

* * * * * * 
All tliis cnnst i t~itctl  t llc so-callcd " dast:~rkliwan ." of t,hc I3ulil1,irans ; 

rinslnl Ahmnn is rr:~lly " tlie surface on wliich a rcpnst is sl)rcl:~tl," and 
from tliis t , l i(> 1 - ~ 1 ) a s t  itwlf 11as come to I J ~  callcd a " ~ l ~ ~ t ; ~ l . l i l ~ \ \ ' a l ~ .  )) 

111 t11c 1.oom it, was s~tffoc:~tiiigly hot, t,he ~valls, ljaketl 1,v tlie sun, 
t i  I l o  i 1 o I t i - 1  t i .  l 'er~l) i r i~t ioi~ pollred from evory 
PI  )I . (> ,  :I 11(1 (*:IcII  o11e of I IF  i i i v o l ~ i  tll ni - i l \ -  Iia(1 rcconrsc 10 liis l~:lntlIi~~.cliit~f. 
1I111, :IS sooli ;is Lliis rnov~~rnc~lit was o1,sclved Ly the  attendallt I3ulrl Ann., 



some of them a t  once seized the fans and began to  use them with such 
a will that  they produced a noticeable movement of the air. At  first 
i t  was impossible t o  keep from bursting out laughing a t  tliese fanners, 
but  afterwards me quietly enjoyed the coolncss produced by them. 

Jus t  as we wislicd to stretch our limbs, wearied by the long march, 
on the  couches prepared for us, the Mir  Akhor informed us that  our host, 
the Peg of Chiril;chi, would visit us directly. W e  had again to put on 
our backs our (lusty coats and on our feet our sun-baked boots. I n  a 
few minutes the Beg rode into the court on a fiery, well-bred horse, 
covered with brocaded horse furniture ; tlie bridle was embroiderecl with 
turquoise. H e  was quickly removed from his horse by the dozen hands 
of his suite rather than left to dismount by himself. 

The Beg, one of the many sons of the  Amir of Bukhira, was still 
very young, a t  the most 18 years of age. His  face, beaming with health, 
mas very handsome, but, sad to  say, bore tlie marks of want of intelli- 
gence. His  great black eyes stupidly, and, w i t  mere, timorously, looked 
out from under his thick, arched, and dark eyebrows. His features still 
bore the character of childish immaturity; he liad no signs of a beard 
or moustache. 

Having greeted the Mission he sat down on a chair and was appa- 
rently not a t  his ease. The General, who could express hirlrself clearly in 
Tnl-ki and Persian, endeavourecl to occupy his attention, bnt the answers 
and qnestions of the young Beg were generally monosyllabic and in 
tlleir intonation resembled orders. A t  every word he looked a t  his 
Mallram-bgshi* as if to ask whether he ought to speak or not. It 
seemed to  me that  the Mahram-bishi slightly bent his head as if 

the Beg's silent question. '1'11~ prince wished to see a Berdan 
rifle with which the Cossack escort of the Mission mere armed. Then 
tile Cossacks went through the rifle exercises and showed some sword- 
play. 

It belran to  get very hot, and the Reg, having received a robe of 
honour and a silver watch from the General, went home, apparently pleased 
with all he had seen. On  the arrival and departure of the Beg some 
of his suite raised some wild cries like howls or lamentations. On m y  

what these signified, I was told that by these cries they give notice 
that  a member of the royal f:tmily is pas;intr. ? 

A few minutes afterwards the I3eg sent his present to the Mission, con- 
sisting of seven horses, with sets of broc;ided and velvet horse-furnitnre ; 
some of which had bridles ornamenfied wit11 turquoises. Besides this hc 
sent seven bundlcs of " kllilats,') amongst which were brocatle, shawls, 
silk, &c. We also noticed that  the number seven mas kept to, eve11 in 
trifles, like se-,en hoxrs of sugar, scvcn boxes of sug:~rcandy, kc. I t  
was evident that all this was c*alcnlat~d For seven mem1)ers of the hlission. 
A l t l ~ o u ~ h  pre-ents like tlii-: have n o  meaning for us ilnssi:~ns,-for nlliat 
llse are these " khil:~ts " tvl~en onc cannot wear thern ?-yet i t  is impossible 
to refwe them. You cannot offer a greater insult to a Ceutral Asian 
t hall to  refuse his giEts. The horsps, altllough ortlinary ones, would be 
very useful on the road ; but the Bukliirans, i n  commm with other 
Centrc,l Asians, do not give away good horscs ; the Amir of I3nkl161-a 

* Jlnhrnrn-bo'shi is n person p l n y i ~ ~ g  thep part of  nlirnc nnd r l d w  companion in tile 
nmuseluellts N I I ~  g:rltlt.s of tllc. ~ ~ ~ I ~ I . ; I I I  p r i ~ ~ c e s  ( a ~ ~ d  Ce~~tra l  Asia11 gcnc~t~ully). 



alone sometimes presents excellent horses. The gi f t  of " lrhilats " t o  
their guests is considered by the Bukhirans as an injunction of the 
Korin which orders them to  do everything ?ossille for their traveller 
guests, -to feed them, give them drink, and also t o  clothe them and 
equip them for tlieir further journey-an order whicb is incontestibly 
a noble and magnanimous one if it was only always and everywhere 
carried out, as it ought to be. 

Jt 3- x * * * 
On the next day the sun had not yet succeeded in warming up, with 

his oblique rays, tlle ground, which had cooled down during the night, 
when we were already in our saddles. 1'0 KBrslli we had t o  do about 
70 versts (463 miles) in 2 days. 

The road now lay through cultivated country, fields sown with 
wheat and (( jugir  " (Sorghum), and in  places with barley and millet. 
The road was from time to  time intersected with w i k s  (irrigation chan- 
nels), spread over the fields in a thick network. I n  the distance, from 
the green of the trees, peeped out villages and solitary huts and " ~u'r ts ."  
Along the road solitary mounds were met with, about whicll I regret to 
say no traditions are preserved. Here we see melon beds sown with 
common and water melons, for which Bukh6ra and Central Asia gene- 
rally are so celebrated. The road alolig which we rode was well trodden, 
and i t  was evident that a lively traffic went on along it, and, in fact, tliis 
was the main trading route between Shahr-i-Sabz and the towns of Kjrshi  
and Bukhiira. W e  now pretty often met long lines of camels whose 
humped baclcs were laden with loads, varyinq in size and weight. 
Now they \\.ere loads of cotton so long as almost to trail on the ground, 
and here we have small, but  heavy, loads of Russian cast-iron ware. 
Sometimes an UzhaB crosses the road with his pony laden .vitl~ a batmait 
of wheat, and himself seated on the top of it, but his little horse, 11ot- 
wlthstandinq the double load, steps merrily on. 

From this day the woes of our tol~ographer commenced. Land- 
marlts on the route were abundant; here a little village, there a mound 
or some ruins. It was necessary to find out what the village was 
called, what the ruins were, kc .  Not  l:nowing the native language, 
lie was al\vays obliged to turn for aid to either Nazirov or ZamBn Beg. 
But our " tr:lincd " interpreters were not vcry willing to answer llis 
qn~stions and ellqni~ies, ant1 llc~nce the commencement of his woes, 
afterwards led to opc.11 strife.' 

A t  35 versts ( 2 3 9  miles) from KAr~lli we had to pass the extensive 
ruins of the town of (:him, wliich for~nerly existed here. Gigantic irriaa- t: tion canals, now half fillcd 11p with mud and sand, extclld in  a networIi for 
many vcrsts ; 111igc monlltl., probably tllc remains of tlle  rampart,^, of the 
former town cmlj~.ace a consir1cral)lc extent of stc~ppc; the ruins of llollsps are 
splmead over many scln:lrc miles, and in many pl;~ces mounds rise from this 
1n;~ss. 1111 lllis pisoves t,lint this place formcrly teemcd wit11 the acti\re life 
oI' a nnmcroils po~~olatioo. A t  tllc present time a wretclie(l village is all 
that is l c f t  of the  huge town. Learned 131ililiiirnns told me that this 
town was tlcst,royc~d during the time of thc B ~ ~ l i l l , i r ~ ~ ~  civil wars \vhich 
tlook pl:lccn 300 yews avo. I n  my opi~lion, however, the destruction of 

D. 

the town can be othe~-w~se explained. It must have been owing to tbe 
* (Dcsc.ription of which follows in text.). 



failure of t l ~ e  water of t he  KishkG-Darya, which used t o  flow here, what- 
ever t h a t  failure may  be attributable to. I n  t he  neighbourhood of 
KQrshi, the  ruins of many abandoned towns are also found, aucl I heard 
no  traditions of tlieir having been destroyed by  the  inroads of enemies. I 
therefore th ink  t h a t  llie diminution of water i n  t he  K l s h k i - n a r y a  played 
a n  important par t  i n  the  devastation of these towns. It is a very pro- 
bable supposition t h a t  the  failure of water in  tlie KBshltd-Darya was 
caused by the  increase of population of Shahr-i-Sabz, which is a t  the 
sources of the  river;  a n  increased population required a n  increased ex- 
penditure of water for local irrigation, ancl th i s  circumstance must  have 
undoubtedly influenced the  water-supply of the localities on the lower 
parts  of t he  river i n  a disadvantageous manner. 

A t  a few versts f rom Chim me spent the  night,  b u t  before reaching 
t h e  halting-ground we had  to  stop dur ing  the  day's march twice a t  places 
selected beforehand b y  the Bukhirans.  According t o  Eastern ideas i t  is 
no t  becoming for important persons to  hurry over anything.  Here tlie 
greater or less weight of body of a man, and  his immobility and seriousness, 
are taken as  t he  measure of a man's worth. The  higher a native is on 
the  ladder of rank, the slower and  easier are his movements. Heaven help 
h im if he should makc a quick movement, or speak a load or animated 
word ! This  man a t  once loses a considerable amount  of respect in tlie 
eyes of tlle people surrounding him. Acting on this  principle, the  hlis- 
sion rode very slowly, wi th  frequent halts. I n  front rode three mounted 
Bukh6rans, Yasiwal-b6shi,* with golclen sticks in their hands, a symbol 
of the of the  personages riding behind them. These officials, 
proceeding in advance, show t h a t  t he  persons behind are  deserving of the 
greatest  honour. 

A t  the  evening ha l t  the  Xlission mas met  by a fresh Bukhiiran de- 
putation, amongst  whom were two youths, sons of the  B e g  of Kirshi .  
Tiley clllick-ly made friends with the  younger members of t h e  Mission, 
and tl-ied to remember as  many Russian words a s  possible. 

* * * * * * 
O n  arl outspread carpet at the  very edge of a pond a group of men 

were seated and conversing in n lively manner. All tlie Mission mere - - . , 
liere collected, and the  subject of th; conversation was tho forthcoming 
journey into Afph6nistin. General St,olietuv, who ondoubtcdly possessed 
1)ctter in format~on tlian the  otlier meml)crs of the Mission, told us some- 
th ing  about the history of Afgli&nistSn, made us :~ctlnairitcd wit11 tlieir 
customs, and expressecl his iclcas as to  what we might  meet with in AE- 
g l~6~~ i s t l i n .  Then he spoke about his life in tlle Caucasus ancl a t  Krasuo- . , 
vodsk. * * * * * * 

O n  the following da8y we had jnqt mokc up ant1 1latl not yet  dr~ssc t l  
when they told us tfll,zt the r lmir  had sent l~is Mi r  ,ikllor to m w t  11s 
wit11 a carriage This ollicial soon al,pcnrcd liirnsclf. Aftcr long rr~ri t ,~~; l l  
salutations and gootl wislirs, the h l i r  Akllor s t ;~te( l  that lie \V:IS S C I I ~  Ly 
the Amir to meet his gncsts and to  conclrlct t l ~ c m  with all possi l ) l~~ corrl- 
for t  to  Kjrslii, for wliicli purpose a carriage 1iatl 1)een s m t  witli Ilim. 
The  c n r r i a p  was standing a few paces from o11r tents;  i t  was a large open 
equipage like a landau, well swung on i t s  axles wit11 clnra1)le s l w i l ~ g ~ .  

+ A perRon who nets as n kintl of m:~stcr of  the cerelnoilics, 11i1t Ilc I I R ~  aldo llolicc aot l~o-  
r i ty .  (Vdrle F. 0. Boolc on n;itl:~k.tl~rir~ tr;~rlsl:~ted f r o ~ n  tllc I'crsinn i l l  I .  I).) 



r rhe carriage was horsed with six homes, in pairs. On  three of the horses 
sat Bukhiran postilions, who also acted as drivers, for the coach-box was 
empty. Over the whole body of the coach was spread a thick elastic silk 
mattrass ; there mas no seat. 

General Stolietov and Colonel Razgonov got  into the carriage, and tlie 
remainder of the members of the Mission rode. Behind and alongside of 
the Mission rode a number of mounted BukhLrans in robes of all the 
colours pf the rainbow. During the day's march to KBrshi we had again 
t o  halt several times a t  places previoiisly prepared, under the pleasant 
shade of the variegated Bukhiran tents. A t  one of these halts we were 
met by the most distinguished white-haired Buklilran officials. One of 
these was the Beg of Kirshi. 

Ten versts from KQrshi both banks of the cal>riciously minding river 
are thickly studded with villages. Gardens extend in an unbroken 
fringe along both banks. Further on is seen a thick mass of green, with 
a dusty cloud hanging over it : this is KQrshi." The nearer we ap- 
proached the town t l ~ e  greater became the crowd of surrounding BukllC 
mns. l'he extensive open plain, extencliling right up to the city from the 
south-east, and along which we rode, mas literally covered mitli a mass of 
all kinds of people, both horse and foot. The people working in t'he 
fields left their work and ran after us; otliers, \vith their mattock on 
their shoulder, stared open-mouthed a t  the Urus (Russians). The small- 
eyed Kirghiz stood side by side with the tall muscular Uzbak, tlie coarse 
lines of whose features expressed less curiosity than the face of his 
neighbour. Here also was the Tlijik, mitli his fine features, who, stopping 
his laden donkey, Ieant up  against the wall of the nt?arest melon field, 
and also looked curiously a t  the cavalcade of Russia~l gentlemen passing 
by him. 

Here wc are a t  tlie outsltirts of the town. The dusty and narrow 
street extencls for a long distance; i t  is as if uninhabited; there is not ,z 
~ i ng l e  window in these endless, uniform mud enclosures. Only little 
wickets, like the burrows of wild beasts, remind the traveller that  tbere 
are inhabitants in these enclosnres. I n  tlie I'ollo\ving streets, instead of 
enclosnres, there were dense rows of ill-favoured shops. The confined, 
stinking air overpowered us and made us feel that  we were ill an Ashtic 
town. At  the sllops and houses, there was also a great crowcl of people. 
A few fanatical, scowling faces loolted fixedly downwards, not, wishing to 
@;am 011 the " kafirs.') 0 tl~ers threateningly glanced from under their 
ovcrli:lnging eyel)~.ows with their fiery c y ~ s .  Hut t h e ~ e  were only dis- 
tinct aiid solit,ary individuals. The grr.atrr part of the people simply 
c s l ~ ~ ~ c s ~ f ~ c l  clr~ll curiosity. A t  the corner of a musjid a di/caiza j- prorluced 
n, sc.:~ntlnl I IP  commence(1 to overwl~elm t l ~ e  Mission with al)usiv? 
wo~.ds, t,ll~.cntonctl 11s with his fists, anrl was lillctl with tlie 1)y no means 
l~~.:lir;cwortliy tlcsircb of t,hro\ving stoncs a t  ns. Tllc Yns&i\7:rl-l)i1slii,, how- 
 or, ri t l inx in P r o ~ i t  drovc a w a y  t l ~ e  insolcnt man, l ianti~lg l ~ i m  away 
\villi tlic s:1mcb sti('l~~1 t l l~ j r  ~ : ~ r r i o d  so cc1*emonio1isl~ in their hands. 

r 7  . lllls sc:l~l(l:~l ns (o~i i s l i~ l  I ~ I P  vc~.,y much, ancl I lla*te11rd t,o enquire wily 
i t  hat1 taken pl;lcca. I t  appcn~.cd that at first the cJizotini asked for alms, 

" ' l ' l~c ncblrl:ll  l ~ c * i ~ l l t ,  of l i r i rs l~i ,  nrc,ortlil~g to  Sl~nrlrt .~, is 820 fcc t ;  tllc natronomic:~l 
I 1 I I : ~ t l ~ r i y  is 8 2 '  .3"  1101.t.11 l : ~ \ i ~ ~ ~ t l c  I L I I ~  (ib3 46'" 2G" cast lol~gituclc 
fro111 ( ; ~ ~ . I ~ I I I ~ ~ ( * I I ,  

t J\ I l \ ~ l i l l t i l , : ~ ~ ~  tlcrvisl~ of t , l ~ c  orc:cr of N l l k s l ~ - l ) : ~ ~ ~ t l i .  



but  no one e v e  him anything; after this he had recourse to the con- 
vincing process of throwing stones. 

After this we had to pass through a small open bazar. The  street,^ 
here were paved : but, good heavens ! what a pavement !-cobble stones 
simply thrown on to the road without any attempt at: ramming, probably 
with the special object of breaking the hoofs of the horses and the necks 
of the riders. The carriage in which the  General and Colonel rode mas 
greatly jolted, jumping from one heap of stones to another, and those 
seated in  i t  were thrown, now to this side, now to  that. The poor sitters 
knit  their brows, but continued t o  drive. 

* * * * * * 
W e  then drove out of the bazar, turned to  the left, went for a few 

score paces along the  side of an arik, or water-course, shaded by thick 
mulberry trees, and stopped before the broad gates of the house intended 
for the Mission. 

This building was of the same type of construction as in Chirikchi ; 
only it was more extensive and cleaner. The inner court, also hemmed in 
on all sides by lofty walls, was occupied by two wings. I n  one of these, 
a one-storeyed one, there were o111y two rooms; but very large ones. The 
ceiling was a t  least 9 arshines (21 feet) from the floor. I n  this house, 
besides the usual window doors, there was a n  upper row of windows, 
with frames cut out of stone. 

The frames were covered over with the bladders of animals which 
here serve instead of glass. The walls were cleanly plastered, and 
in some places covered with finely-inscribed verses of the Persian poets 
and chronograms. The ceiling consisted of an enormous number of 
very th in  planks (not thicker than one inch), firmly fastened one to  
another, and thus forming a compact sheet, supported on frequent 
rafters. * * * * * * 

On the ~pposi te  side of the court was another two-storeyed building. 
The striking difference between it and the ordinary type of native houses 
was that the windows of the upper storey looked out on the street. 
Under the windows flowed a broad dirty " arik." 

* * *. * * * 
The 31ission was conducted ~ n t o  the house with the usual c~ r~mon ie s ,  

the Mir Akhor performing the part of ~ r ~ a i l r e  ci I'ho'tel. Our 11osl)itahle 
hosts, however, quicltly came to the conclusion that  i t  was nnneccssary to 
give their guests complete rest. 'I he N i r  Akhor asked the G e l ~ ~ r a l  aljont 
tlie time for presenting the Mission to  the Amir, and lcceived for a 
reply the answer that  "this \voold entirely dupencl on the .lmir's ~~lc~:~an~.e."  
However, the General added that  the Mission was hurri~tl ,  ant1 conse- 
quently conld not remain long in KQrshi. The Mir Akhor tllell went 
to report to t h ~  Amir. 

A t  7 P , X .  he again returned and informed 11s that  the Amir l)egg(~cl 
the Mission to  come and have an audience with him o n  the Eollo\ving 
mornlng. 

It was necessary to prepare, clean, and wash ourselves for this, &c. 
The weeli's march had covered us with a thick layer of dust;  one's 
body itehcd and required a Russian bath. The proposition of the 
Mir Aklior to visit the town batlis was therefore ci pr(y0.v and was 
accepbed with pleasure. I was greatly intcrestcd to see tllr IJnlillira 



baths. The Mir Akhor gave the necessary orders to one of tlie Kariwal 
Begs* attached to him for duty, and in a few minutes all was ready, 
and we all went there together. 

In  the meantime the sun had set, and twilight plunged the narrow 
streets of the town in an indistinct gloom. A t  length, out of the gloom 
of the darkening t\vilight, a weak reddish light glimmered. Two tallow 
candles lighted up the unenviable entrance to the bath-a small cupola- 
shaped building. W e  entered. The whole building consisted of two not 
very large rooms, the want of ingenuity, and even poorness, of the 
fittings of which offended the eye. The floor was spread with ordinary 
dirty " palis," and some tabourets (musical instrnments) were scattered 
about the rooms. The walls were not plastered and the roof consisted of 
bare rafters. A t  a certain height along the rooms were stretched cords, 
and on these were drying various coloured handkerchiefs, just taken from 
tlie people who had washed tlien~selves before us. I n  one corner was an 
uninviting-looking heal.th, on which stood a Russian santovar, apparently 
never cleaned. At the doors 'leading into the washing apartment stood, 
like statues, three or four washermen. They were quite undressed, with 
only a handkerchief bound round their loins and descending in front 
down to the knees. * * * * * * 

The master of the bath met his unexpected visitors with low hows. 
The interior of the wa,shing-room was as unattractive as that  of the other 
room, and was very gloomy; without being accustomed to it, i t  was diffi- 
cult to see one's whereabouts in this darkness; but afterwards i t  was 
not so and we looked round. The washermen advanced to their task. 
Having hea,rd before of eastern baths, I expected quite different sur- 
roundings, but the unsightly reality encountered here by me formed a 
striking contra'st t o  w11a.t I had heard of. Jus t  tlie same I expected 
much in the method of washing, but after the first processes of the 
washermen I became more than sceptical of their skill. 

(Description of Turkish bath follows.) 
3C * * * * * 

On the following morning the 7th (19th) of June, about 8 A.M., 
we were all occupied in preparations for the audience wliich ivas to 
be given the Mission by the Amir of 13ubh6ra. 

The Mir Althor soon rode up and informed us that  i t  was time for the 
Mission to visit the Amir. W e  mounted i n  full dress; the General alone, 
instead of his cnsclne, had the usual white forage cap oil his head. The 
st,rclets we rode throng11 were crowded wit11 people, and a great crowd 
followetl us. A t  thc turn to the fort one dervish, turning t,owards us, 
rnatlc some speech or other, and 1 afterwards ascertait~ed that i t  was 
wishing 11s a prospcrons journey. It was exprcsscd in purely BultliLran 
stylc and in tmnslation l)ccomes rather startling, for he wished that 
we might retnrn in s:~fct,y and good hValth from tlie Amir;  i t  was 
evideilt tllat this hon lurable candid;~te for Rtusnlmsn sanctity applied 
the same st:~,ntl:rrtl of the favour of the Amir to us as to liis compatriots, 
for i t  was not at :ill an uncommon thing, especially in fbrmer times, 
tliat a, 13riklii1*:~11 wlio went to tlie Amir never came back again. But 
tllc time h;~d now past for applying this staudarcl of the Amir's favours 

* h'ardwnl Beg, r lhlkl~tirn ofR1.i111 wlio performe Polico duties.-Translator. 



to  strangers, more especially as they were the representatives of a great 
nation, whose power and magnanimit'y the Amir, and also the whole Bulrhg- 
ran nation, had had many opportunities of experiencing and of valuing st 
its true worth. 

Before us was the fort of KArshi. The mud wall, about 35 feet high, 
in places fallen down, enclosed a considerable exteut of ground. Tile 
gates through which we passed were flanked on each side by thick, 
crenelated towers, furnished with loopholes. The thickne>s of the 
walls a t  the bottom was 35 feet. The interior of the fort mas occupied 
by houses of more considerable size than the usual dwelling-houses. 
Some of them were built of burnt brick, Two or three houses were 
badly ornamented with mosaic or various-coloured tiles. This was 
the " M adrassa," or B/l usulman university. Some oval, discoloured 
cupolas rose over the adjacent building, which was the mosque. As 
usual, there was nothing remarkable anywhere. We had to pass through 
two mire gates, and we entered the citadel of the fort, where the 
Amir lived a t  tha t  time. Before the seco~ld gate were drawn up a 
detachment of BukhAran infantry, and they saluted the Mission ad 
they passed. I c l ea r l~  heart1 the words of command in Ktissian-I' Atten- 
tion;" '(Present a8rms." 'l'he soldiers, chiefly Kirghiz and Uzbaks, mere 
dres>ed in short red coats, which must have represented their uniform. 
On  their heads were high fur  caps, a ~ ~ d  on their feet high leatlier 
boots. 'l'hey were armed with muzzle-loading rifles. Before these gates 
the Nlir Akhor a s k ~ d  the Mission to dismount from their horses and t o  
pass throng11 them on foot. 'l'he Persian interpreter, however, wlio was 
also the exponent ot' Asiatic manners and customs, Nazirov,-presuming 
that  this was only a snperfluous (excessive) requirement of court etiquette, 
which cunsisted in not allowing any one to  enter the fort in which the 
Amir resicled on horseback, but only on foot-refused his proposal. 
W e  rode throagh on horseback, : ~nd  the Xlir Akhor macle a sour face. 
Thore was yet another and the last gate which separated us from the 
Amir's resiclel~ce. Here we dismonnted, gave our horses to Bukhiran 
I t  J~gits," and entered the court, which was extensive and cleanly p v e d ,  
with flags of burnt clay; almost in tlie centre of i t  mas a small tank, 
nearly full of water. Along the whole northern wall of the quadrangle 
estencletl a single-storeyed builcling. All the front wall of tlie building 
was pie~.ced with numerous window-doors ; the roof was the usu;tl plaster 
(mucl and chaff). T ~ v o  doors led to the inner rooms, in which were made 
two clumsy staircases, with three or four steps. I n  the court there was n o t  
a tree or any living creatnre. 

The JI i r  Al;hor went in front of us, looking suspiciously every way, 
as if he expected to see sometliing terrible. W e  followed behind him a 
few paces off. 'l'hen he said in a very low voice that  we must wait,, and 
then he went hastily up  the stair and looked timidly in a t  the tloor; 
tllen lle quicl;ly retired from t,he door and returned, ~vallcing backwards 
and bowing low a t  every step. Then he gave a sign, ancl we, one aftcr 
the other, went up the stair. My heart ])eat uneasily in my breast, 
and a feeling took possessio~l of me. I stoocl for the first time so 
near a royal presence, al t l~ough it mas only the Amir of IlnlillBrs; 
my thoughts involnntarily turned to the distant past, when a move of the 
llnncl of this terrible ruler was sufficient to cause a man to ccase to 
exist, no matter w l ~ a t  nationality he belonged to. W e  entered and 



in the middle of a spacious hall sat the Amir of Buldhra, Sayad Muzaffiu- 
ud-din Khin .  

He was a rather stout elderly man of about 60. His features were 
very aud bore traces of having been remarlrably handsome ; 11is 
Llaclr eyes looked searchinqly from under his grey eyebrows. His slightly 

nose and beard, with a sprinkling of grey, complete the charac- 
teristics of the face of the ruler of tlie true believers in Central Asia. 
He sat in a very plain chair, ahd was more than plainly dressed. A 
simple white turban on his head, a half silk and striped robe of dark 
colours, mixed with preen, was on his shoulders, yellow Turkey leather 
slloes on his feet. 'l'& was the costume of the Amir. When tlie M~ssion 
approached him he slightly rose, but d ~ d  not make a step forward to 
meet them. General Stolietov a t  once addressed Itim with a compliment- 
ary spech through the interpreter, and then presented the other members 
of the Mission to him separately, notifying each one's special ~osi t ion.  
When I was presented in my. turn, the  Amir smiled and said almost 
the only long phrase he spoke throughout the audience. H e  expressed 
astonivhment that I was SO young and yet a doctor. " VITith us," said the 
Amir, " doctors are ~isually very elderly men, often gr~y-beards." 

He gave his liirnd to each member of the Mission and rouglily in- 
vited us all to be seated. Against tlie wall, opposite tlie Amir, arm-chairs 
were placed-seven chairs, evidently of home manufacture, covered with 
red cloth, After this General Stolietov conversed with tlie Amir 
for about quarter of an  hour. The Amir generally confined himself 
to monosyllabic phrases, " Yes" or (' No,,". A t  the same time his 
voice trembled som(8wllat and sounded particularly softly, but his 
piercing eyes glallced nervously a t  all the members of t l ~ e  Mission. 
Now I was able to look rouGd. The audience-l~all of tlie Amir in 
no way glittered with luxury, embellishment, or ornamentation. It 
was simply a large room, about 70 feet long and 35 feet wide; wit11 
the exception of tlle arm-chair on which the Amir was seated and 
the seven chairs occul~ied by the members of tlie Misqion, t , h~ re  was 
no othcr ful.niture; tlie bare, clenrlly plastered walls were destitute 
of any oruament:~tion whatever. The floor was spread with simple 
" palis," but t,hey were of grcat size, the whole being covered Ly o i~ ly  two 
of them. '1 lie ceiling was destitute of even the ingenious eml~ellisl~mellt 
wllic.ll tliere was in our dwelling. The adjuncts of the A111ir's mansion, 
as tllc reader sees, were very ordinary, and not a t  all in accorda~tce with 
the eastern poml) of Asiatic potentates, that  pomp which has served as 
a source for clll,;~l'tured descriptions by a few European and n wllole 
host of 1'ersi:lu \ \TI  iters. W e  afterwards heard, however, that  the Amir 
h:ul rewived us i t r  the mosque, as at KBrshi there is no palace specially 
constrrlctctl for Itiln. W e  before long made our bow to the Amir ancl 11:td 
all to walk l~nckwxrds right to the door,-that is, facing the Arnil., wllo 
l o o l i d  alter ns. Wlien we liad left the Amir, t.11~. Krirslii Heg invited 
us to  llis \louse; Iic lived in n neighbowing building, still more ~ lnenv inb l~  
t l l an  th t~  olir. in wliicli the Amir received us. Tlte I3cg overmlrel~necl us 
wit11 politeness, ant1 entertained us with all he had. The General in 

few mirlrltcri again returned to tlie Amir, this time accompanied 
ol11.y i)y a11 i~ltsrprctvr, and his absence lasted twenty minutes. l)nrillg 
tllis lime lvvr ronvcrsed in n lively manncr with our liosI,itablr hosts. 
r 1 lllc Ucg asked 11s wllat was going on in T&slika~id and Surnal.kand, 



wliy our troops were making a start and where for;  he also spoke of the 
presence here not long before of M. Veinberg and of various other 
subjects. 

I n  the meantime the  General returned, and after liim arrived the 
inevitable Mir Akhor, wlio followed us like a shadow. Behind liim 
came a whole row of attendants, carryicg salvers and bundles, mith various 
presents, which the Amir of Bukh6ra was pleased to  present to the 
Mission. They wero chiefly various kinds of robes, pieces of velvet, 
pieces of silk stuffs, belts ornamented with gold and silver mountings, 
studded mith turquoise, robes of Karikol lambskins, as soft as the ancient 
fleece of Colchis, &c. Then, other servants led seven horses past the win- 
dow, covered with horse-clothes of brocade embroidered with gold. 
'l'he KLrshi Beg, in his turn, also presented the Mission with various 
things of the same kind. I n  returning home we mounted the horses 
which had been presented to  us, and in this way rode right'tlirough 
the town to  our residence, pushing with difficulty through the numerous 
crowd which filled the streets through which the Miss~on had to pass. 
The heat was terrible, and perspirat~on pollred in streams from the face 
of each one of us. You may imagine that  as soon as we got home 
we threw off our hot uniforms, which were quite unseasonable, and put 
on our lighter white coats, without which a military man would be badly 
off here in Central Asia. 

It seemed to  me that  the Mir Akhor had a spare pair of feet; for we 
bad hardly dressed when there he was again. H e  gave General Stolietov 
the good wislles of the Amir and  expressions of the great pleasure ex- 
perienced by the ruler of Bukh6ra a t  the audience. 'l'o this he added 
that,  in order to cheer his dear guests, he had sent the court actors, 
singers, dancers, and other artistes. Then tlie Mir Aklior requested the 
General to have all these people in to show their art, but the General 
refused his request. 

" What for ? Have we come here for amusement, orfor business ?" 
replied he. 

Thus we did not have the opportunity of seeing tlie native actors 
and such like artistes. * * * * Jt * 

I n  the meantime i t  mas already past mid-d2y. The heat was greatm 
than i t  had been on previous days. The tents pitched in the court, in 
the shade, in which Colonel Hazgonov was living, a t  1 P.M. reaclied 442-06' 
C. ( 108. i F.). I n  it you could steam yourself as in a steam-Lath, but 
the Colonel lived in it and did n o t  even complain. 

l'he next day wa,s fixed for tlle departure from KBrshi, the direc- 
tion of the route selected being by Guzar, Sliirjhid, ant1 (~hushks-Guzar 
to the Am&-darya. This route, thro~lghout tlie greater part of its 
extent, lies through tlie mountains. We Ilad, therefore, to  preparp for it,, 
arid take with us a reserve of shops, ropes, felt, &c. For all these 
" Jigits" were sent to tlie local baznr, a,nd Ijnssian silver money m:~s 
given them for the exp~nditnre. I t  xppearc~cl, howcvcr, that our 20 
k o ~ e c k  pieces (7ht l . )  only fetched 15 Iiop~cks here. "'llie Urns T e n p *  
is  a lead tenga" (Urr r  tenga ynmnn tcngrr)  said t l ~ a  nativos. TIl(by 
were in fact right; for the silver of Bul<lirira coinage lias a very small 

A Bukl~Bra coin. 



quantity of alloy in it, wllilst our exchange silver bas 62 parts alloy. 
The Rukllirans soon found this out, and valued our money a t  its t rue  
worth. Our credit notes here had no sale whatever. 

At 6 P.M. we were astonished a t  the appearance in our court of a 
strange figure, clothed in  European costume. This was an old man, 
of about 50 years of age, or perhaps more. O n  his back he wore a very 
much-worn dress-coat, of black cloth; on his head a black sheepskin 
hat of funereal aspect. H e  went straight up to  the General, and con- 
versed with him for a long time about something; the conversation was 
carried on in French, which caused us still more astonishment. When he 
left the General we ascertained that  he mas an adventurer, one Pliilippe, 
a Frenchman by nationality. A few years before he had come to  Tishltand, 
and thence to Samarknnd, showing various feats of rope-dancing. Then 
he penetrated to BukhQra, and a t  the present time was first actor in  the 
court troupe of His Highness the Amir of Bukhira. It appears that the 
poor old man would have been glad to return to  his native country, but  
could not do so for want of money. Poor, unfortunate old man ! how 
hard i t  must be for you to  live amongst these savages, remembering 
your beautiful France, at such an age, and on the verge of the tomb. 
The Commandant of the Mission afterwards said that  Philippe had partly 
forgotten his native language. I do not know whether the General in 
any way helped this man, who was truly worthy of pity. W e  saw 
him no more. 

The evening of this day was dedicated t o  writing letters to the  
Turkistin province and to 1':uropean Russia. The General wrote reports 
t o  the Governor-General of Turkistin. 



CHAPTER 111. 

From Kirsbi to.  Guzar-Character of the steppe-Episode with, the Reg of Qnzer- 
Guzar Jews-Mountain route from Guzar to Shirlbld-The Iron Gates-Halt at 
Sir-i-Ab-Jemndar Teurya-The town of Shirhbld-My medical pr~ctice-Arrival of an 
Afghb  messenger with a letter-Route from YhirhM to Chbehka-Guzar-Pessege of 
the Miesion over the Amb-Darye. 

On the following day, the 8th (20th) June, about 5 P.M., we left 
Kgrshi. From this town to Guzar i t  is only about 60 versts (33j  
miles) by the direct route. The General decided to accomplish this dis- 
tance in 24 hours, so that half the journey had to be done that evening, 
and the remainder the next morning. It was proposed to make a short 
halt a t  the half-way house in the small village of Yangikant. 

* * * * * * 
Near the road itself flows the wide Bish-Arik, a canal brought from 

the K6shkg-Darya, many versts above this place, with the object of irri- 
gating the local fields. Whilst waiting to change my horse, I saw the 
bank of the canal, a high breastwork, rising. above the level of the 
water. I may here remark that all the irrigation canals here are 
generally characterised by high banks. From a distance a rather high 
rampart only is seen, and you do not in the least suspect that this 
is nothing but an " arik." When you come right up to this ram- 
part you only then perceive that there is a slight stream of water a t  
the bottom of the bed. Such is the appearance of the local irrigation 
channels, for the water in them is a t  a very low level. The Central 
Asian rivers and streams have a large amount of solid residue, con- 
tained in the water and acquired by it mechanically, and owing to  this 
the beds of the ar6ks quickly become shallow, and owing to the rising of 
the bottom of the a& become incapable of carrying the water in the 
required direction. Owing to this silting-up it is necessary constantly 
to clean them, i .e.,  to dig out either annually, or from time to time, the 
layer of earth deposited in the channel of the arik. 

This earth is heaped up on both sides of the canal, and in time forms 
very high ramparts, which in their turn render the irrigation of the 
fields bordering them not a little difficult. One can, but only to a cer- 
tain extent, judge of the age of an irrigation canal by its banks, the 
higher and thicker the banks fringing the bed of the arik, the older it is. 

* * * * * * 
I caught up the Mission when the sun, casting the last gleam of its 

dying rays, mnk in the evening fog, which was gradually spreading over 
the horizon. It soon became so dark that one could only ride on by 
groping one's way. The road was very much cut up, and the horses 
often stumbled. The night brought on an unpleasant freshness which 
usually replaces the heat of the day in open steppe localities, and i t  was 
unpleseant to ride in only the white linen coat. All wished to reach 



the haltinpplace but, nevertheless, we had yet many hours 
to pass in the saddle before we heard the sonorous barking, resounding 
over the steppe, which is the first and most certain sign of the propin- 
quity of an inhabited spot. Soon, as we turned round the shoulder 
of a small mound, a bright twinkling spot appeared, towards which 
our wearied horses directed their steps. Before us was the village of 
Yangi-kant.* The local aksakP met us not far from the village, 
quickly sprang off his horse as we approached, and came forward to 
press the hands of each rider, running up to him and a t  the same time 
endeavouring in the darkness to take his hand. 

A small dusty caravansarai, with worn-out "yurts" pitched in its court, 
received us within its walls. After the long march the unpleasing native 
cuisine seemed very agreeable to me. After supper a conversation arose 
between the topographer and tlie General on the inconvenience of march- 
ing at  night, but notwithstanding that the conversation assumed rather a 
 harp character. I did not hear it out to the end. Sleep, the powerful 
sleep of weariness, quickly overpowered me. 

Again on the road. Again that same bare steppe to pain one's eyes. 
But soon the hills, which up till now had only appeared in the east 
in general indistinct lines, began to come out gradually more in relief 
with every step we advanced. On the left appeared a small steppe 
stream, with very precipitous banks, a broad bed, and a thin streak of 
water in it. High mounds again extended to the right and left, ahd the 
ruins of ancient buildings. From amongst them peeped out  two or 
three wretched little villages, with dried-up trees in the gardens. A few 
irrigation channels again intersected the road, and finally, in the distance, 
almost under the hills, could be seen a town abounding in verdure, like 
every other native town. The towns here are in the fullest sense of the 
words verdant oases, cast into the desert. Nevertheless, even this desert 
bears within it the inextinguishable germs of life which might be deve- 
loped to their full extent and in every variety of form if there was only 
suificient water; the soil, of itself, leaves nothing better t o  be desired. 
This is the so-called "loss," almost the most fertile of all fruitful soils. 
But there is no water and no life; without water this rich soil is dead. 
Soon afterwards, crossing a shallow stream by a ford, we entered the 
town of Gu2ar.t I n  one of the gardens, under the shade of some dwarf 
elms, were pitched some variegated Bukhiran tents, which we were not 
slow to  take advantage of. * * * * * * 

The Mir Akhor (not Rahmat Ulla, but the Mir Akhor of the local 
ncg) as usual performed the duties of an hospitable host, but the General 
demanded that the Beg Akram KhQn,f one of the sons of the Amir, 
should assume tlie role of host himself, and for that purpose appear at 
our residence. The Mir Akhor was evidently disturbed by such a, 
rcqncst, and not knowing what to say, said, but without success, that the 
Reg was ill, and conseq~lently could not visit the embassy. The general, 
howevcr, did not bclicve the excuse so quickly made up, and insisted on 

Height ~ b o v c  the level of tbe eca 1,150 feet by Shwartz. + The town of allzar has rill nctunl height of 1,310 fect by ~~etronomicel measurement. 
I t  in  in 38' 36' 18" north latitude, and 66" 12' 19" enat longitude (Qrenwich), according to 
Fhwnrtx. 

f The next eldeat to Kntti-Teurn, who fled from Rokhnrn in 1868, owing to an 
i~inurrection against hie fatlcr, nud at that time wee a refugee iu Afghbnistbn. 
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liis request. The Mir  .4khor then went to  the Beg. Two hours aEter- 
wards he returned and gave the same answer as before. I n  consequence 
of this the General became very angry ; he  threatened to write to the 
Amir that  he had not been properly received in Guzar. Not  believing 
in  the illness of the Beg, the General sent Nazirov to him with the object 
of ascertaining if the Beg was really ill or not. Nazirov retrlrned in a 
few minules and informed us that the Beg was apparently quite well 
and dressed to go out. A t  this statement the Mir Akhor a t  once 
remarked that the Beg had "rishtaJJJ* and that  i t  was impossible to 
judge of his illness by his outward appearance. 

Very soon afterwards were heard the cries, already known to me, 
with which the progress of a member of the royal family is always accom- 
panied, and the Beg rode into the garden. They lifted him carefully 
from the saddle, and, limping along, he entered the tent with the help of 
the officials accompanying him. The General, who had just then gone 
into a separate tent specially pitched for this purpose, was a t  once 
informed of the arrival of the Beg. He  came out with a severe expression. 
Having enquired after the Beg's health, he drily invited him tosi t  down. 
The Beg, a weak man of 30 years of age, without a beard, with an 
idiotic expression in his brown eyes, silently moved towards the chair 
placed for him. After this the General turned to the Beg with the 
following speech. H e  spoke in Turki himself almost without the aid of 
the  interpreter :- 

"This sort of thing is not done between good friends,)' said the 
General to the Beg. " Your father, JanSb-i-Ali, did all honour to  the 
Russian Mission, which Bukhsra has now the good fortune to  see in its 
territory, and you do not wish to visit us. You ought to have done this 
if only as a hospitable host. I had already decided to write about your 
behaviour to your father, and he would not be slow in meting out suit- 
able punishment." 

(The General used the word Cdu'bu'k, "stick.") 
At  the last phrase the Beg's eyes sparkled wit11 savage fire ; he 

looked fixedly a t  one spot;  the followers surrounding him mere all 
frowningly silent. The Mir Akhor was on neeclles, not daring to raise 
his eyes or move a limb. The moment was a momentous and dangeroils 
one. If the 13eg had pronounced one word, or only given a signal, the 
knives of his suite, the handles of which more than one pair of hauds 
a t  this rnon~erlt convnlsively pressed, would have been reddened with 
ltrlssian I,lood. This was a grcat trial for the Beg, and i t  was a very 
clillicnlt one. 

I n  a timid, whining voice, like a 1)egqar asking for alms a t  s baza.r 
crossing,.tl~e Mir Akllor began to make excuses for the Re5. Telirya 
J i n  is slck; he never thought of insulting the Russian Mission ; tho 
General is pleased to be angry without a cause. Why write to t l ~ e  Hnzrnt 
( i .~ . ,  Amir), &c. The General continued for some time longcr to speak 
in the same tone, but gradually his speech became milder, and he finished 
with these \vo~.ds, " Now that the Beg had come, he would forgct all, 
and that now there should be nothing but friendship bctwecn him and 
the Beg." 

Rirhln-felnrin medinensis-a vrarg witlcly di~tri l ,~ltcd locnl pnrnsitic- nffcction. I t  
ham otlrt r 11an,ee, sr~cll ns tnpewor~n, &c. This disewc W 8 8  ~ I I O W I I  in Ccut~al A ~ i a  boforu 
the Arab school of luedicine flourished here. 



The Beg sat down as if dropped into water, and the Mir Akhor was 
slightly more cheerful. 

After the excuses of the Mir  Akhor the General said he would be 
no'lonqer angry and ordered some robes of honour to be brought. The 
Lest of them he delivered to  Nazirov to  put  on the Beg. The Beg did 
not, however, put i t  on, but only received it, and a t  once handed it over 
to the Mahram-blshi. It appeared that  the Beg could now take his leave 
and go home. 

)C dt * * * * 
Soon the Beg rose from his seat, gave his hand to  the General, and, 

leaning on the arms of his attendants, went to llis horse, upon which he 
was s2ated by the careful hands of his suite. 

I n  a few minutes the Beg sent the Mission the usual presents. '' I 
really thought," said the topographer " that  i t  was a case of knives and 
curved swords flashing out when the General administered his reprimand 
to Teurya Jiin." 

"And I thought it was about time to  slip out of the tent," said 
Malevinski in joke. 

" Ah I they are nothing but cowards ! " remarked the General. 
" Yes; the matter might have turned out awkwardly just then," philo- 

sophically remarked the Colonel. 
With this the incident terminated. The General decided to leave 

the town a t  4 P.M. and spend the night a t  KGsh-diish, a village a t  a 
distance of 20 versts (139 miles) from Guzar. The route now lay 
through the mountains, almost right up to the Arnii. 

Amongst the Bukhgran servants attending on us here, one man was 
clearly different from the others. Long ringlets twined on his temldes 
and at once fixed his nationality. His typical nose mas well in harmony 
wit11 the ringlets, like that of a bird of prey;-a nose which might 
with just as much right be called a characteristic one as a Grecian or 
Roman nose, and proclaimed him to be a Jew. 

'l'his man was the first Jew whom I had met with in the Bukhlm 
khanate. He  was dressed in the same clothes as the natives, but had 
a lorn awkward-looking sheepskin hat on his head, instead of the usual 
turban of Ccntral Asian Rlusulmans. By the laws of Bukhgra a n  un- 
believer is forl)itlden to wear a turban ; the " sons of Islam " alone can 
bind i t  round their foreheads. * * * 8 * * 

I n  Guzar there live several score Hebrew families ; they occupy a 
fieparate quarter ant1 in the bnzar a separate street. Here they are not 
only a tratlitlg people, 1,ut also artizans. No one knows how to dye 
materials better than they (lo, and they bake the bcst bread in the town. 
The Jews apparently here form a useful part of the population. 

The General spoke to  this Jew. H e  asked this original factotum about 
the  TIC^ amongst many other tlliugs ; amongst others about the Afg l l b s  ; 
and finally asked him ihe  important question as to whether they would 
receive the Rlissiarl Mission or not. To this question the Jew answered 
very freely, "'l'llcy will receive you; for these AfghBns are a scurvy lot, 
who are very glad at hearing that the great Russian Government is 
sending aml~assadors to them." The Jew then enlarged on the subject 
of " what dogs and rob1,crs thew Afglllns were-grasping, lazy, and 
cllurlish." He did not deny llirnself the most unflattering epithets for 



our neighbours and future allies. No doubt he had reasons for thus 
traducing his so-called brothers. It is well known that  the Afghina 
are inveterate enemies of the Jews : there is no one they so deeply 
despise as the Jews.* * * * * * * 

Again in the saddle, and marching along the dusty road ! The town 
with its gardens is soon left behind, and we gradually ascend into the 
hills. After some time the road, having reached the summit of a hill 
and crossed the saddle, commenced to descend again. Now the hill has 
completely shut out the town. I n  front rise stony hills, destitute of 
any sign of life or cultivation. On the right a river loudly roars 
which has just broken forth from the hills into freedom. On the oppo- 
site bank of the river wander, scattered about, a flock of sheep. This 
is all. * * * * * * 

The sun had already long since set somewhere behind the hills; the 
evening shadows were gathering thicker and thicker, and the gloom of 
night had already covered the whole of the narrow valley of the stream 
when we reached our night halting-ground. This was Kiish-16sh- 
s few smoke-blackened " yurts," pitched in a meadow on the very edge 
of the stream. Close by the flame of a scarcely smouldering wood fire 
was dying out. The baggage animals came up soon after us. 

On the following morning early, the baggage animals were slowly 
minding their way up the steep path into the hills in single file when 
we moved from camp. We had again to cross the stream by a ford. It 
was so deep at this place that there appeared to be danger of our travel- 
ling trunks getting wet, and in other places horses could only cross the 
river by swimming. Slowly, and with many halts, we climbed the hill. 
A t  the very summit of the ascent, forming the crest of a low pass, 
s belt of granite sharply projected, forming literally the "crest" of 
the hill. From here a rather extensive view opened out over the sur- 
rounding locality. 

I n  the far east and north were seen dark blue mountains, crowned 
with a bright belt of eternal snow, covering the mountain masses with 
its white veil. To the west was the steppe extending into the far dis- 
tance, boundless as the ocean. At one's feet extended a sea of hills, like 
stony waves, now softly rounded, now clearly raising their sharp crests 
and ridges. * * * * * * 

A few moments afterwards our cavalcade quietly descended into 
s shallow valley, rendered verdant here and there by corn-fields. Here 
a whole herd of donkeys met us ; they were pluckily dragging on their 
strong backs two thick pine beams apiece. Their drivers looked a t  us 
placidly, exchanged a few words with our drivers, and continued their 
monotonous way. Having reached the bank of the same river, which 
here was considerably narrower, we reached the striking defile of " Ak- 
dahan.',t 

This defile is in a thick limestone ridge a t  right angles to the course 
of the river. The stream has literally cut through it, and both sidos 

The Afghios are descended from tlie ten tribes of Lraelih taken priso ccre by 
Shnlmaneznr. 

t TheWhite Paee. 



of the defile 'fall precipitously to the water, and in their lower parts are 
smoothly polished by the river. The walls rise about 20 sajbes (140 
feet) on each side of the defile. 

Then, following parallel to the bed of the stream, which had now 
become a brook, we reached its source a t  the village of Chashma-i-HQfi- 
z6n. The road was unwooded throughout ; in one place alone we passed 
a solitary gigantic juniper. From this juniper (archa), the place itself 
has received the name of " Ek-Archa,"* which means " the single juni- 
per." I n  a line with the tree is placed a pole with rags on it-a sign 
that here is the tomb of some Musulman saint. It was not dificult t o  
understand how this solitary pine had been preserved, whilst all round 
there was not a single tree. The tree was sacred to the saint whose 
bones were resting a t  its roots. 

'% * * * * * 
Chashma-i-HQfizhn is a small village, nestling a t  the foot of the 

hills, rising to the east of i t  in a precipitous cliff several hundred feet 
high. Here we passed the night. 

On the following day the cold forced us to start even earlier than we 
had intended; a t  6 A.M. the thermometer under the shade of a tent 
only reached 12 C. (533 F.). Over our white coats we had to  wear 
our greatcoats. On this day we crossed the low pass of Ak-rabiit and 
passed through a celebrated defile, called in ancient times "The Iron 
Gates."? Even if the massive iron gates were not fixed in it which the 
celebrated Chinese traveller S6Ln ShQn speaks about in the seventh century 
A.D., yet the name would be appropriate, for the gloomy, black rocks, 
rising perpendicularly several score feet, are like the gigantic iron posts 
of gates. Nevertheless a t  the present time this defile is called by the 
natives Buzgoli Khina, or the " Goats' House." I could not obtain from 
the natives any explanation of this with a semblance of truth about it. 
The length of t.he defile is about 2 versts (18 miles) ; i t  is literally a cleft 
in a transverse granite range of hills; granite, however, generally forms 
the lower stratum of the mountain section ; the upper stratum consists of 
beds of shale. The defile in places narrows to 5 paces in breadth, and 
nowhere exceeds 30 paces. The road is excessively difficult in con- 
sequence of enormous stones which fall down from the sides of the defile 
and block it up. Nevertheless the Bukhirans were clever enough to 
take heavy artillery by this road to Hissk in 1875. I n  spring, during 
the melting of the snows a furious mountain torrent flows through the 
defile, and there is then no communication through it; they then 
turn the defile by the right over a low pass. 

The description of this defile is given by the well-known Chinese 
traveller Siiin Shin, who, i t  appears, was the first to describe it. After a 
three days' journey in these mountains1 in a south-westerly directiou Ihe 
traveller entered the pass called "The Iron Gates." "This gorge," says 
he, "is between two hills, which rise parallel on the right and left to an 
aatonislling height. A path alone divides them, which is very narrow 
and steep. The two hills form enormous walls, the colour of iron, on 

The height of Ek-Archa above the level of the sea is 3,150 feet, nccording to 
S l ~ w ~ r t z .  + The height of the iron gntcs rcbove tho level of thc sea is, the western end 3,740 fect, 
the ercstcrn 3,540 fcet, nccording to Shwart,~. 

f SG&n Shhn went from Kcsh (Shrrhr-i-Sabz) to  the valley of the Amu to the Tokhar 
kiugdo~n. 



both sides; the passage is closed by Polding-doors, made of iron, and to 
the pates are suspended a number of bells. From this circumstance, 
as well as owing to the difficulty and strength of the pass, i t  has received 
it9 name."* 

From this description i t  is evident that  within historic times the 
bottom of the defile was much higher than i t  now is (a steep path). Owing 
to the absence of any other exit for the spring waters from the valley 
situated above the defile, they must have become accumulated in it, an'd 
thus a lake must have been formed in front of the defile. It appears to 
me that  the basin from which this defile leads still bears the characteris- 
tics of a former lake; the bottom of this basin consists of deposited earth, 
and is studded with enormous stones. This supposition has some air of 
probability, but this same S6Bn Sh in  says nothing about a lake. At  
present i t  is true that  the defile is still very narrow and furnishes a narrow 
path; i t  does not, however, rise steeply, but is almost horizonta1,mith slight 
ups and downs. The 1,200 years which have passed from the time of 
S 6 i n  Shin to our day have greatly changed the form of the defile, and the 
mountain torrent has done its work, having washed away even the 
smallest trace of a pass in this defi1e.t 

Six hundred years afterwards another Chinese, Chin-Chu'n, passed 
through this defile, also travelling, i t  appears, from Kesh into Tokharistin 
to visit Chengiz Khin.  But his description is not very accurate, so 
one has cause to doubt whether he passed through here. 'l'his is his 
text$ : '' Travelling south-east from Kesh, we crossed a mountain ; this 
mountain was very high and large ; stones lay in heaps in disorder ; the 
soldiers themselves had to drag the carriages; in two days we reached the 
other side of the mountain. We went by a watercourse south, and the 
escort went northwards to beat off robbers. I n  five days we reached 
a river, which we crossed in a boat; both banks were covered with 
thick wood ; on the seventh day we crossed a great river in a boat, which 
is the Amu-Muliyin." 

In this statement the only thing in common with S6in Shin is the 
direction of the route, and this leads to the supposition that C h i n - C h h  
passed through the well-known defile, for he travelled south-east. 

* 3 * * * * 
Eight hundred years afterwards (in 1404j, on the 24th August (5th 

September, on a Monday), probably the first European passed through the 
Iron G;Lte~," the Ambassador of the Spanish King Henry 111, Roy 

Gonz~les  de Clavicho, sent to 'l'amerlane. 
H~ thus describes the pass$ : "This mountain is very high, and 

tllis there is a passage which you have to  make through a 
hill by a or rif t ;  i t  appears exactly as if made by human labour, 
because on side very high hills rise up, and the paseage is level and 

* Ynle: Sketch of the Geography mnd History of the 9ources of the AmG-Darp~, 
tritnelrltcd by 0. Fedchenko, 1873, page 17. 

In the translation of the memoirs of SGBn Sha'n by St. Julien, however, thia is how 
the defile in described: " On appelle ninsi (lee portee cle Fer) lee gol.ge.ee dc deux montngnca 
pr~llklee tqui a1616vent droite et  h gnucl~o et dont In hnuteul- eet pl*ocligivrlne. Ellrn ~e 

eout rnepsr6ee que per un eentier, qai eat fort Qtroit, 1 4  en outre hc'rhae' de prbcdpicea" (Vol. 
1, pnge 23). Tbie heriase' de pre'c8picea ie by Pedcheuko trlrneleted by the word "steep " 
(patb), which is rn~rnifeatly uot the eame thing. 

% Pall~tlie: Works of the Rueeinn Religious Mieninn to Pekin, Vol. IV, psgc 319. 
6 Roy Oonznlee de Clevicho : " Travele to Semarkand in 1403-06, pnge 230-02, trane- 

latedVby J.  Sresneveki. 



vcry deep. Tn the middle of this mountain pass there is a village, 
and the mountain rises very high above it. This pass in the mountains 
is called 'The Iron Gates,' and there is no other pass in the whole of 
this range except this one. It protects the kingdom of Samarkand; for 
there is no other pass from the side of Little India, except this, by which 
to reach the kingdom of Safnarkand, and, vice vers6, the inhabitants of 
the kingdom of Samarkand cannot go to India except through this 
pass. Tim& Beg bas possession of these ' Iron Gates,' and they bring 
him in a great income; for all merchants from India to Samarkand pass 
through them. The mountains, in which are the ' Iron Gates,' are 
not covered with woods; they say that  in this passage from one liill to 
tlle other there used t o  be gates all covered with iron, and no one could 
dare to pass through them without permission." Not long before this 
traveller passed through (niz., in  1398)) the terrible Timiir traversed the 
"Iron Gates" with his troops returning from his Indian campaign. 
Aftvr this, up to  1875, i t  appears that not a single European had been in 
the defile. I n  this year Maev passed through, also Petrov and Shwartz.* 

3C Jt Jt 3t 36 * 
Prom this gorge we came out on the Shor-Qb, t,he characteristics of 

which are seen from the name; Shor-Qb meaning "salt water."+ 
The stream flows through a mountain depression. Halting to rest our- 

selves and our horses here, we again went on. W e  had on this same day to 
pass through a no less grand defile than that  of the " Iron Gates," called 
after the name of the river the Shor-Qb. Then, crossing two passes and 
travelling 7 or 8 versts in a narrow hollow, we reached our ha l t i ng  
place for the night a t  the village of Sir-Bb. 

The first thing that  attracted our attention, when, having surmount- 
ed the last hill, we descended to the village, were two gigantic Chinar 
trees; they grow on each side of a clear bubbling brook, giving a great 
deal of shade, and our "yurts" had been placed under them;  there 
were also under the wretched village musjid two small reservoirs of 
water aboulrding in fish. One of these Cliinars had already outlived 
it,s age;  its top was dried up, its branches broken off, and inside was 
slich an enormous hollow that t'he. guardian of the neighbouring mosque 
had made a dwclling for himself and all his family in it. The second 
Chinar was still more colossal, and preserved its full vigour and strength ; 
it rose a t  least 15 snj6nes (105 feet) above tlie brook. I t s  branches 
formed a whole grove; the circumference of its trunk, a t  a height of 
21. arshines (5$ feet) from the ground was 45 quarter arsl~ines (P6f 
feet), which gives a diameter of considerably over 1 saj6ne (7 feet). 
Ou the north side of the trulik is an inscription in Persia,n, " Maev and 
Petrov, 1S75." The age of this colossus must be very respectable. 
'l'hc nativcs say tllat the 4qth Caliph, Ali, rested under its shade, after a 
ditFic111t marc11 in the ueighbouring hills; consequently, popular report 
puts the age of this tree at 1,200 -years, but this amount is, 01' course, 
niucl~ cxakgeratecl. We may rcmark that  the Central Asians generally 
asc~mibe any prominent thing to Ali, or any place remarkable for some- 
t,lling. T h u ~  the town of Shiribid is also considered to have been 
h i l t  by Ali, in honour of whom i t  has probably been called by this 
name (.rha'r, " lion ;" and a'bkd, " town "). But calculntions based on tlie 

* For nccorint RCC K O R ~ C I I ~ O ' B  Routes, trnnslnted for I. D.-Translator. 
t h'cvcrthclcss thc water ill thc rivcr ie not tLc lcast salt. 



annual increase in size of a tree and its diameter give the number of 
Years approximately a t  800 to  900. Lower down the course of the 
&ream stood smaller colossal walnut trees. On each side of the stream 
extended extensive gardens, running from the nearest hills into the 
ravines, and afterwards again appearing on the further hills. Amongst 
the gardens were seen mud huts, the dwellings of the natives. The 
village has about 200 houses, and is situated a t  a height of 2,790 
feet above the level of the sea. The inhabitants of the village are all 
Thjiks. This charming little spot, so pleasing to the eye, is protected on 
the east and west by steeply rising hills. 

The western range, a t  several hundred paces from the village, rises 
precipitously to from 2,000 to 3,000 feet, and a t  that time there sparkled 
upon i t  in the sun the remaining patches of the winter snow. The 
ridges and clfets of the rocks are shaded by occasional juniper trees, 
which from a distance look like green moss. Here the General fixed 
the halt for the day, and the hours passed gloriously. One could bathe 
in the brook and get rid of the dust which had settled on one's body., 
on the preceding marches and made one feel itchy all over. On this day 
the General again told us about the Afghins. 

It may be taken for granted that we listened to  him with great 
attention, endeavouring to  remember every word ; for this was the only 
chance we now had of becoming acquainted with Afghinistin. How- 
ever, afterwards i t  turned out that the General had some of the best sources 
of information on the geography and history of Afghinistin and Central 
Asia generally. Amongst others he had the books, "KBbulistin and 
Kitiristin," by Gregoriev ; " Eastern Turkistin," " Kabul," by Burnes. 
The campaigns of Alexander of Macedon, of Quintus Curtius, &c. Speak- 
ing of the geographical characteristics of Afghinistin, the General 
praised the vegetation of the country very much. "There," said he, 
" i t  is not a t  all like what we see here, riding through this lifeless 
rocky mass; there, according to the accounts of travellers, the moun- 
tains are covered with woods, and clear streams and brooks flow in 
the ravines, and the country generally is in the fullest sense beautiful. 
It is not for nothing that the Afghins love their country so much, and 
so obstinately make war to secure their independence. Then the Afghins 
themselves," continued the General, "are not a t  all the same as these 
RukhLrans; the latter are nothing but wearers of fine clothes, but with 
the Afghins i t  is quite another thing; they have preserved something 
of the middle ages and chivalry." 

Tlle General advised me to learn Persian, and the Fame day, taking 
his advice, I wrote and learnt a good many words and phrases. 

On the same day the personnel of the Mission mas increased by 
several persons. About mid-day on the 12th (24th) June, when we 
were enjoying the day's halt under the shade of the enormous Chinar, 
a tall old man, with a long white heard, rode past our tents. He was 
very well dressed in Asiatic fashion, and bore himself with great dignity. 
Behind him rode eeveral servants with some baggage animals. He 
had already disappeared behind a neighhoaring Bill, whpn ZamBn Beg 
recognised him and informed Colonel Razgonov ; the latter a t  once told 
the General, who decided to send after the old man and ask him to 
return. A horseman was a t  once sent, and in a few minutes we saw 
this respectable person riding back. He rode up to our "yurts:' and 



into one a t  the General's invitation. The traveller at once re- 
eognised Zamin Beg and greeted him friendlily as an old acquaintance. 
This person is deserving of our full attention, and therefore I will say 
a few words which I do not think are superfluous. 

This old man was known in Central Asia as Jemadar Teurya.je H e  
was born in the Punjab, not far from Lahore. He commellced his 
military career in  the wars of Runjit Singh. After the death of the 
latter and the transfer of the possessions of the Sikhs to  the annexing 
hands of England, he removed his military activity to  Central Asia. 
At the time of the storming of the town of TBshkand by General 
Chernaiev, on the night of 14th to 15th June (26th to 27th) 1865, 
Jemadar Teurya was amongst the number of the defenders of the 
town and was wounded. After the fall of TishBand he retired to the 
Khanate of Kokin, whence he quickly went to Kashgdr, where he was 
the right hand of Yiktib Beg for several years. H e  rapidly obtained 
the high title of "Pervanachi," and became chief commandant of the 
Kashgir artillery. I n  1877, after the death of YBktib Beg, when the 
dissolution of the Khanate of Kashgsr followed and its conquest by the 
Chinese, the Jemadar, like many other Kashgiris, retired to  TQshkand, 
where he lived till the spring of 1878. Not long before the starting of 
the mission for Afghinistin, the Jemadar determined to perform a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, and chose the route by KBbul and Bombay, and 
thence intended to  go by sea. The Governor-General of Turkistin 
took advantage of this circumstance to send by him a letter to the 
Amir of Afghinistbn, Shir Ali Khin. The Jemadar, however, had 
somehow delayed his departure, and was only now travelling a t  the same 
time as we were. 

At this time he was a very tall old man (about 14 vershoks in height+), 
about 80 years of age, slightly humpbacked, but still apparently strong 
and vigorous. His very muscular body proved that a t  a former time 
he had possessed extraordinary strength and an iron constitution. His 
face had regular features, and was not unpleasing; his fiery eyes looked 
sharply out from under his grey overhanging eyebrows. He spoke 
slowly in a deep bass voice. The General, who conversed with him in 
Persian, informed us that the exactness of his speech suffered greatly, 
partly because of l ad  pronunciation, and partly because he bad made 
a kind of mixture, a universal language, out of four languages and several 
Asiatic dialects. I n  one and the same phrase he put in Persian words 
with Turki, and wound up with Indian. He had become acquainted 
with Zamin Beg when in the service of Yiktib Beg, where they passed 
several years together. ZamLn Beg expressed himself in flattering terms 
about the Jemadar. According to him he was a very upright and 
llonourable man, and possessed the greatest courage. The General, seeing 
that Ile was a very suitable man for the Mission, proposed to him to 
go with us, which he willingly consented to do. From this day we 
looked llpoll him as a member of the Mission, and he afterwards fully 
justified this view of him. 

On following day the 13th June (25th), early on the morning, 
lollg before the toothless " muazzin" of the neighbouring mosque gave 

* Kuropntkin nlso spenks of bim in his work K ~ e h ~ i r i ~ ,  pp. 106-07. 
t Thia I ~ I I R ~  bo n mispr i~~ t  for 41 vershoke; 1 vershnk=l$ inch. Fourtecn versl~oke 

would be ouly s4t inctcs ; 41 vershoke=6 ft. 11) in.-Translator, 



the call t o  Nam6z-i-amal, or first prayer, we had already left t.Lil 
charming nook. The road soon entered the hills by an ascent, strewed 
with sharp stones and coarse pebbles. 

To LyiilyikBn, the next station to Sir-i-ib, it was 30 versts (20 
miles). This is rather an extensive village, situated on the bank of 
the River Shiriibid-Darya. I n  the village are rather large gardens. 
From here to the town of SbiribBd there remained 20 versts (133 
miles). This march was quickly made, and a t  5 the same day we rode 
into the extensive gardens of the town. From Sir-i-Bb we rode the whole 
time along the river Shiriibiid-Darya, which supplies life to this valley. 
Along its banks are seen rather extensive fields sown with wheat. 

About 5 versts (35 miles) before reaching the town of Shiribid, the 
last defile in this range of mountains has to be passed through. This 
defile is called the " NQn-dahan " (na'n = bread). However strange 
the name of the defile '' Bread pass " may appear, i t  is, however, the 
right one ; and it is quite in accordance with Asiatic customs and those of 
uncivilised ~ e o p l e  generally to use eccentric comparisons to define the 
names of things. This pass consists really of two passes, as i t  were of two 
gates, one to enter and the other to issue by. Both gates are pierced by 
the Shirkbid stream. 'l'he sides of the entry gates gradually open out, and 
each side describes a semicircle which is closed by the defile of exit. 
Thus a nearly regular circle, or rather oval, is formed by the curved 
sides, with a long axis of 3 versts ( 2  miles) and a short one of 2 versts 
( l a  miles). The area of this oval has a complete resemblance to a 
native bread cake, " nan." * * * * Jt * 

I n  consequence of the melting of the snow a t  the sources of the 
river, i t  was now rather in flood. The road a t  the entry to the 
defile lies along a cornice clinging to the overhanging wall of the 
defile, and was slightly inundated by water. The southern exit of the 
defile was inundated to  a much greater depth. It was also blocked 
by huge stones lying across the channel. The water beat terribly on 
the rocks and stones, and rushed furiously througll the very narrow 
opening of the defile; it may be imagined that the passage through 
these gates was not particularly convenient. At night one might 
presume that i t  was impossible t o  pass. A t  the period of the river's 
greatest flood the defile is quite impassable, and the road bends round 
it to  the left, making some ascents and descents through a range of 
hills. This defile is described more clearly by Chin-Ch6n than that of 
the " Iron Gates.'' This is what he says : " We crossed a large mountain 
on the return journey from Tokharistin to Samarkand, in which there 
are stony gates ; from a distance they look quite smooth ; a huge 
stone lies across them, forming, as i t  were, a briclge ; below is a roaring 
torrent. Drivers driving donkeys, in order to cross the stream, make 
them swim. Along the l a ~ ~ k s  lie a number of animals' corpses. 
This point forms a barrier, and was taken by an army not 
very 1;,ng ago."* 

- 

Judging from this description, one may conclude, with great pro- 
hal~ility of correctness, that the traveller speaks of the defile known as 
the NQn-dnhan. A t  the exit oE the defile the A ission met the oficials 

Fallndie I, p. 323. 



of the town of ShirRbbd,* with the son o'f the Reg a t  their bead. 
After this we again had to traverse the dirty, narrow, dusty streets 
of the town before we reached the garden appointed for us. Our tents 
and "yurts" were pitched in the shade of some thick elms surrounding 
a small pond. The garden abounded in fruit trees-golden-coloured 
apricots, not quite ripe ; but rosy peaches were seen in masses through 
the tender leaves of the. trees. Not far off were seen juicy, but not 
quite ripe, bunches of red grapes. I n  the garden there was abundance 
of soft grass and fragrant clover. Amongst the dishes of the dastar- 
khwin here, they gave us quite ripe melons and water-melons. The melons 
were excellent, but one cannot say the same of the water-melons ; 
they mere very watery. I had just extended myself with the greatest 
enjoyment on the soft grass under a tree covered with apricots, when 
I was sent for by the General, who told me that  tlre local Beg was 
ill, and had asked that  the doctor of the Mission might be sent to  
him. 1 a t  once went, taking with me Zamin Beg in the quality of 
interpreter. Our way lay through the bazar of the town. 

* * * * * * 
The road soon began to go up a hill, and in a few minutes we 

rode up to the gates of the citadel where the Beg lived. Beyond these 
gates the road continued to rise higher and higher; it finally became 
very steep, and then steps appeared made of wood and stone. I n  front 
rose another wall, and in i t  other gates. I n  front of these gates is a, 

small space, on which I halted for a minute. From here an  extensive 
and beautiful view opened out over the town. 

* * * * * * 
The hill on wllich the Beg's palace-citadel is built is really a most 

remarkable feature of its kind. 
T t  consists of a rock about 20 sajenes (140 feet) above the level of the 

river, and on three sides-the west, north, and east-is bounded by pre- 
cipitous walls of rock ; the only side which is a t  all sloping is the 
south, and therefore i t  is defended by two thick walls. 

* * * * * * 
On the 14th June (2Gth) we ma,de a quite unexpected halt a t  

Sl~iribid,-that is to say, i t  was not in the programme. The General 
was generally stingy in halts, but now lie agreed to one, more or less 
comI)laisantly. 

* * * * * *. At lenqth, on the 15th (27th) June, we left Shiribiid in the direction 
of the Amu- llarya, the ancient Oxlls. 

Two routes lead from SliiriGid to the AmG-Darya in the direction 
of two points of passage. The upper passage, Patta-Guzar, is almost 
in the same meridian as SliirBI~Bd. l'he lower passage, Clrushka-Ouzar, 
is 30 to 40 versts from tlie former down the river ; lt was decided th:lt 
we sllould go to the lower passage, Chusllka-Guzar. 

Al)oet noon the dusty streets of the town were thronged with peoplc 
accoml)nnying the Mission. Tllz Beg's son a t  the head of his attendants 
and i.lie Aksakals of the town rode in  front and showed the way. 
Nut far from our residence we met something quite new to us. Three 
lrors~r~icn penctratcd tlirnuglr tlle crowd of strange appearance and 



curiously dressed. One of them rode up to General Stolietov and gave 
him a sealed packet. 

The General took the packet and gave it unopened to one of his 
interpreters, and then continued to ride forward. The man who had 
given him the letter then asked him (in the Persian tongue) to  read it 
through, but he replied that he had then no time to read the letter, 
and that  when the Mission reached the halting-ground that he would 
at once read it. The unknown horseman did not insist, but riding off 
t o  one side followed us with equanimity. W e  were informed that 
these were Afghhns. * * * * 8 * 

It seemed that  from his outward appearance one might doubt 
this horseman's Afgh6n origin. I f  we add to this that he rode in 
an  English saddle, and had English reins in his hands, it will be 
understood why the Mission put him down as an Englishman in the 
service of the ruler of Afghiinistiin. The Mission was already partly 
prepared for this supposition, because General Stolietov repeatedly 
expressed the opinion that the Mission would meet many Englishmen 
in Afghinistln in the service of the Amir, Shir Ali Khin.* 

* * * * * * 
The man set down by us as an Englishman would not, however, own 

himself to  be a son of proud Albion. I n  fact during the mid-day 
halt Malevinski addressed him several times in the English language, 
but always received for sole answer a stubborn silence. The expression of 
the Englishman was also sometimes lighted up with irony. I n  conse- 
quence of all this, he became yet more and more an enigma to us. 
I n  the meantime, having traversed several versts, we again left the 
limits of the cultivated locality which surrounded Shiribiid on three sides 
with a belt of villages and fields. The road now again lay over rich 
soil, but sterile and lifeless owing to the absence of water. On the 
right-hand side (looking southwards) this steppe is bounded by the 
Shiribiid mountains raising their mist covered summits to a height 
of 6,000 to 7,000 feet. To the south and south-east the steppe dis- 
appeared into space and blended with the horizon. Our halt for the 
night was fixed at an unfortunate village, 20 miles from Shiribid, on 
the road to  Chushka-Guzar. Not far from i t  rose the ruins of a fort, 
town walls, and the remains of houses. I did not call this village un- 
fortunate undesignedly ; for if one were to  believe the reports of the 
natives,-and why should one not do so ?-this little village receives 
water brought from the Shiriibid-Darya, but i t  only reaches i t  once 
out of three years. For two years out of three not a drop of water 
reaches it from the Shiriibid-Darya, distant 10 miles. This order wae 
given by the Bukhira Government owing to some crime of the inhabit- 
ants of this and two other neighbouring villages-a strange and at 
the same time a terrible punishment. 

But I personally doubt the reasons attributed for such a distribution 
of water. If  such a distribution is the result of punishment, i t  is only 
that of Heaven, and is owing to the scarcity of water generally in Central 
Asia. It is known, for instance, that the town of Bukhira only receives 
water from the Zarafshin on a certain fixed number of days in thc year. 

+ It is ncceasnry also to keep in vicw the lkct that at thut time the well-known 
Eogliehman, Captain Butler, wna amonget the Turkum&ns. 



The greater part of, the year the canals of the town am dry, and do not 
s drop of water. This is not a t  all the result of punishment 

inflicted on the city of BukhBra by the Russian Government, but is 
simply owing to the fact that for a certain time of the year the Zarafshln 
contains a comparatively small quantity of water, which is all distri- 
buted over the fields in the upper and central parts of the course of 
the river. It is evident that here we have punishment from purely 
natural sources, and i t  is probable that  the same is experienced by these 
villages. 

On reaching the halting-ground, the General entered his kibitka and 
read the letter alone with the interpreter N. The contents of the letter 
were such that the General considered i t  necessary to communicate them 
also to the Colonel. The other members of the Mission were not trusted 
with its contents, but we unenlightened ones soon perceived that  the 
letter had apparently produced an  unpleasant effect, for the General 
was whispering in a vexed manner with N. and the Colonel, and showed 
undoubted signs of displeasure from the sharp tones of his questions and 
answers. N. soon came out of the "yurt  " and went towards the tent in 
which the AfghBns were. Thefe a conversation was also heard which we did 
not understand, but N.'s voice sounded perplexed and interrogative, and 
the Afghlns voices were distinguished by quietness and self-confidence. 
I, being a person not in the secret of the affair, lay down on a carpet 
spread between the tents and watched what was going on. Getting 
tired of contemplating a matter I did not understand, and which was being 
carried out by the General, I went to look a t  my dearly-loved horse, my 
long-eared ambler, named by the general voice by all my fellow-tra- 
vellers the long-eared Philosopher. 

* * * * * * 
During supper the contents of the letter became known to  all the 

members of the Mission. This letter had been sent by the Luinab "* of 
Chir-Viliyat Shirdil-K11Bn.t The place of residence of the Lui'nab was 
a t  the time the town oE Mazir-i-Sharif. I n  his letter, addressed to the 
Russian Embassy in reply to a communication from General Ivinov, the 
Luinab stated that he had received no orders from the Amir, Shir Ali 
KhBn, relative to the journey of the Mission through Afghlnistln t o  
KQbul ; that he could not therefore authorise the passage of the Rlission 
througll Af~hiinistiin, and begged them to wait a t  Shirabld, or wherever 
else convenient to them, without, however, entering Afghtin territory. 
The delay was fixed at a period of ten days, a t  the end of which the 
Luinab hoped to receive detailed instructions on the subject from Klbu] 
from the Amir, Shir Ali Khdn. 

The General, however, determined not to trouble himself particularly 
about the letter, but considered that he ought to continue the journey 
uninterruptedly until such time as the Afghlns showed a plain and 
decided intention of preventing the further progress of the Mission. 

" This is the usual rzoe of the Afglllns," said he. " As a rule, they do 
not like to admit Europeans into their country, lovking upon them all as 
intriguers against their freedom. For instance, when Douglas Forsyth 
in 1873 was returning from KashgBr to India, and expressed a wish to 

* Thiu ie n purely Afghlin title: "lo&" greet ; " naib," depqty. 
t Afgh&n Turkisdn is so called. 



travel tl~rougll Bxdabshbn and Kjbul, he received a decided 
from the A f ~ l l l n  Government. They are now practising the same triclC 
upon 11s. W e  must not fall into their trap, but go resolutely on." 

It was thus decided to continue the march the following morning, 
and, if possible, also to  cross the Am6-Darya. 

" It mould have been lndicrous," continued the General, " to return to 
Shir6bM and wait there ten days. It is very probable that  a t  the 
expiration of ten days another period of ten days would be fixed, and 
God knows how long the affair might thus drag on." 

All agreed to this. Nevertheless the General decided to  write the 
Lui'nab a letter, in which he explained why the Mission could not wait 
in BukliBra territory, but must continue its journey without halting. I 
was afterwards able to  ascertain the text of the letter ver la~im.  Here 
it is : 

After the  usual compliments, General Stolietov wrote as follows :- 
" The Mission cannot await the decision, halted on the bank of the 

Am6, as this would be shameful to the Russian name ; he, the General, 
is prepared to leave the escort and suite and proceed alone; that he sees 
nothing disgraceful in being killed on the road, plundered, or taken 
prisoner, but he refuses to wait;  that  in addition he promises, in the event 
of the Amir not wishing to receive the Mission, that he will turn back 
at once from the place a t  which the personal intimation of the Amir to 
that  effect reaches him." This letter was handed over the same night to 
the Afgliiin messenger for the most rapid delivery possible to  the 
Lui'nab a t  Maziir-i-Sharif. 

I n  the meantime Muhammad Klla '~~,  as the Afgllin messenger was 
called, became a still greater enigma to us. To the question, "What  his 
profession was and what his rank?"  he replied : " Whatever rank I may 
have had, a t  the present time I am, as it were, withont any rank." It 
was evident that  he did not wish to change his r61e of a simple messenger 
and endeavoured to keep himself isolated. On the following day, early 
in tlie morning, our caravan again started on its journey; the steppe 
here assumed R sandy character. Death reigned around and ruled 
snpreme,-not a bush, not a blade of grass, was to he seen. Only towards 
the end of the march near the river, some sand-hills appeared; t h ~ i r  grey 
rnmmits crowned with some knarled Saksaoul bushes. The sand, too, 
was very deep, and the horses' legs sank almost up to the Irnee. The heat, 
with a total absence of wind, positively suffocated both man and beast. 
A joy came over us when, a t  a turn of the road, in the distance 
due south, the glittering blue streak of the Am6 was seen. It was, 
however, quickly again concealed behind the hills, and i t  was only after 

half hour that  we issued from the sand-hills and plainly saw the 
mighty river. Appearing far from the east in a bright blue streak, i t  1le1-c 
makes several windings and disappears from view in the west. On both 
sides i t  is fringed with a broad belt of verdure. Its hanks for several veret's 
inland are with reeds, small groves, and sometimes corn-fields. 
The halting-place was selecated near the river, about 2 versts from i t  on 
the high bank, This was done to avoid acquaintance wit,h the celebrated 
Am&-Darya rnnsquitoes, which in their venomous character have Leen 

by some travellers to those of Central Africa. It was a l ~ o  not 
unaclvisal,lt, tr, keep oneself a t  a distance from the still more cc.lcbratt tl 
Amli-Darya fcver miasma, wllicll llas its nest amongst the reed-lccls on 



tile banks of tllc river. The  village of Chushka-(j  ozar* lay t o  our right 
some versts lower down the  river. 

So tllis was the  nlysterious river whicll for so long was such a n  
t o  tile civilized world, like the  Nile. I t  has its Mungo  pa rks  

Livillgstolles in the  form of Noorcroft, Burnes, and  Wood. Its 
exploration llas cost no lpss sacrifice;, and i t  has had i ts  martyrs  who did 
not llesitat,e to  die for  the sake ot' science. I did not sit down in m y  

Invi t ing tlle topograpller t o  accompany me, 1 went t o  t he  bank 
of the AmG. Tile path wllicll led to  the bank lay throllgll reeds a n d  
thick grass. The  exhalations of some peculiar, s t rong,  and s o m ~ w h a t  
sulphurous smell sssailc d our noses. But liere we are on the  very bank 
of the river. Appearing like a blue streak from a distance, i t  now pre- 
sents itself as  a broad stream, swiftly bearing along a l a ~ g e  m:lss of 
very rnltddy Ivater. The breadth of t he  river a t  this  point was 2 versts 
(I$ miles). I n  the  middle of the 1)ed in  places lorn islands appeared, 
overgrown with thiclr reeds. The banks of the  river were very low, and in 
places even i t  was impossible t o  define the shore line; tlle water covered 
it, and the river lost itself in  the growth along the  banlis. The  whole 
bank was overgrown with a mass of varied vegetation, moving i n  
waves with the wind ; rot t ing away here this  vegetation formed a rich 
material for the  formation of miasma; some of the  growth was fresh, 
bu t  ~nucl l  was in  various stages of decay. 'Plw reeds growing on the  
bank were some t im~s  varied Ly thin tl~orn-Luslles and t8hick bcds of 
huge s~dge-grass .  X few deformed. scrubby poplars (patta,  , completed 
the  ornamentation of the baniis. The water mas very thick, and  con- 
tained a p e a t  many solid snbstances i n  a s:ate of suspension. W a t e r  
taken up  in the palm of the Iland gave a large amount  of deposit. On 
m y  way towards the  river, I had recl\oned on bathing in  i t ;  b u t  now 
on seeing i ts  muddy water, all desire for a Lath vanislied. 'l'lie tempera- 
tu re  of the water in  the river at, 1 P 31. was ~ ' 3 . 4  C. (74.12" F., . O n  
taking i t  out of the w a t ~ r ,  the thermometer with tlle wet mercurial 
bull) showed 18.6 C. (65.2' F.), and afterwards the mercury began to  rise 
and reached 39 C. i n  the shade (1 03.2' F.I. The opposite (Afghin)  banlr 
appeared to  be just as low and desert as tlle 13ukhara side. Two or tllree 
sand-hills raised their blunted tops above the surrounding plain, ant1 in 
t he  distance were seen groups of ~aatlier high trees. O n  the  sout,1lern 
llorizon, one could distingnisll with some effort, tlirongh tlle llnze of the  
mist, the r ca rc~ ly  visible outline of the  Paropnmisus mountains 'I'hey 
are distant from the  river about 100 versts (663 miles) here. 

111 the meantime the  General had d e t ~ r m i n e d  t o   end on Nazirov 
with a let t r r  to  the L~iiuib.  This letter was a copy of the one entrustPd 
the evening before t o  the Afghiin messenger for delivery to  I l im.  
Nazirov nt once crossetl to  the ol,positc bank. Tlle 13nl;llirans did not 
go to  sleep, but  made ar lnngcin~ntq t o  slipply three l)arps a t  tlle required 
spo t ;  these are hrrc call sd by the Ilig11-sountli~lg t i t le of s l ~ i ~ , ~ .  

On the follotving day, the 17 th  June, early in the illnrl1ing prepara- 
tions for crossing commenced Mohnmmad KhLn, seeing these prepara- 
tions, remarked warningly tha t  the Mission would do 1 ) ~ t t e r  by \vaiting 
for the answer, as  in any  case on reaching the  opposite bank the frontier 

* Cl~onllkn-G~lzar i n  F L ~  an ~ l t i t l ~ d e  of 800 f e d ,  ill latitude 37' 21' 63". longitude (1~nrh 
from Q~eenwich) 66' 46' 6Gf', by S I I H . I I ~ I . X .  



gnard would not allow them to proceed on fiirtl~cr, No attention, 
llowevcr, was paicl to his warnings. 

We oursel\.es and 811 our baggage train were soon a t  embark- 
i ng  stngc. Good 1ic:~vens ! what sort of " ships " were these. After one 
glance a t  them, ! felt, as  i t  were, all a t  once translated to prehistoric 
times. A " sliip " consisted of a clumsy, flat-bottomed vessel, knoclied 
together someliow from c m r s ~ ,  Ladly-fitted timbers. lr the vessel tllerp 
was neither deck nor even a slmple poop. 'I'wo cross beams strengthwed 
this awkward boat. I n  i t  neither oars nor rudder were to be seen. There 
was water inside it. 'l'he bulwarks rose itbout an arshine (2 feet 3 inches) 
above the water. The length of tlle boat was about 5 sajhnes (30 feet), 
breadth 2 (10 feet). 'l'hree " ships" of this kind now stood rnooretl to 
the low bank waiting for us ; each of them could carry several hundred 
piicls (plid = 36.1 13 B.) load. 

The loading commenced. The General clecidecl on first crossing the 
baggage, animals, hol-ses, attendants, arid p u t  of the Cossacks, for the 
whole Mission with its full complement of horses and baggage could not 
cross a t  one trip. The actual method of embarking was beneath all 
criticism. From the bank to  the " ships " there was no gangway or 
loading board. 'l'11e boats mere pretty near the shore, but still tliere 
remained an interval of 1 t o  2 arshines (2+ to 43 feet). Men could 
easily jump over this interval, but with the horses it took a long time to 
load them thus. 'l'lley did not wish to  jump into the boats at any price. 
Conseclueotly thc drivers drove them in by blows from wliips and sticalis, 
and in front men in the boats pulled them in with ropes fastened to 
their llaltcrs. Brit all this gave but  little help ; the horses broke the Iinir- 
ropes, struck tlie drivers with their hind feet, shied to one side, &c. 
'I'he bank resounded with such an uproar, such a neighing of llorses, such 
a sound of driving and shouting from the drivers, yelling and wliistling 
from the attendants, intermingled with the blows of sticks fal l i l~g on the 
horses' croups, tliat orle had simply to  shut up one's ears. Even the 
Colonel took a part in  this Label, and his terrible " Tratiir '' (stop) not 
seldom prevented the sticks and whips from descending on the poor horses. 
Finally, the drivers and ferrymen decided on trylng a new method 
of embarking the  horses proposed by our Caravan-bishi. This consisted 
in the following : A rope was tied to one of the horse's fore-feet; several 
men stood in the  boat and p~illed on this rope with a will, and also on the 
halter, and thus forced the horse unwillingly to make the leap ; at  the 
same time several men with a rope round its hind quarters endeavoured 
to impel i t  towards the bank. 

All this mas accompaniecl by the usual whistling, uproar, and liberal 
application of the whip. The horse was simply forced to make tlle jump. 
Misjudging the size of the jump, i t  got  its fore or hind legs into 
the space batween tlle bank and the boat, and had then to be dragged out 
by hand, and lifted illto the boat. With this method of loading, liorses 
can be easily lamed, but fortllnately the affair was carried out with only 
some slight eontusions. One must notice, however, that the chief 
difficulty in loading was with those horses which had never before wen 
this kind of ferrying ; but the horses i)elonging to the Afahrins and 
people living along tlie banks boldly j(imped into the boat, and always 
succesefully. Now the " sliips " had to  be got  over to the other side of 
the river. I n  the " kayiiks" (local name for the barges) there was 



neitlicr rntldcr nor oaa.s. A t  the bottom of tlie boat was a solitary pole, 
but in the deep parts of the stream i t  would hardly be of any use owing 
to  its insignificant length. This question, however, was soon settled, but  
the solution savoured strongly of prellistoric life. A horse was driven 
in the water in front of the boat. It  had a bridle on, and to illc briclle 
was fastened a rope. This rope was held by two men standing a t  the 
1)ro.ow of the boat, and in this manner the horse had to draw the boat 
along. If  tlie river had been shallow, one could to  some extent under- 
staid the horse's rAle, but it is also clear that  a, swimming horse (the river 
is never shallower than 7 feet here) would be quite unable to  draw the 
boat, in addition to a load of several hundred goods, not only against the 
force of the current, but also in a transverse direction, I t  could only play 
tlie part of a rudder, and that  to a modified extent. It could only impart 
dircction to the boat, the motive power being tlie current of the river. 

.)c. * !+ .)c. * Jt 
T~ use a llorse for this object, without having recourse to a ruclder 

(wlliCh is even klloWn to the snvag: tl-ibes of ('entral Africa), is not this a 
pllenomenon of aboriginal life to hnd existing 011 tlle banks of a river 
celebrated in the annals of history? Wha t  further proof is necessary 
tllat here the human race has noi advanced a single step forward since 
the time of the Grzco-Bactrian monarchs, but lias even gone baclzwards ? 
And only a few marches from here lies I3alkl1, " the  mother of cities,"* 
as i t  was called by Arab geograpllers,-that same Balkh which in ancient 
times boastcd of its civilisation (either in the time of the Orzco-Bactrian 
monarchy, or later during the period of the spread of the empire of the 
Aral,~), and about wliicl~ the Arab travellers relate such wonderful tales. 
According to these accounts, life-yes, life-and not mere vegetation, 
flowed liere in a broad stream, the sciences and arts flourished, and the 
people even were able to construct buildings like the then much- 
vaunted great mosque of Ballill, the great cupola of which boldly rose to  
a height of several saj6nc.s.t Bu t  much earlier still than this period the 
Amii-Darya was the means of communication between east and west, 
north and south. It formed the only an imat~d  route for Indo-European 
trade.$ Now mankind dwelling here is slceping a deep 1ithai.gic sleep. 
But an end is coming to this vegetation, The dawn of ncw life is 
rising from tlie westward, and commences to enlighten more and more 
this dark spot called Central Asia-a dark spot in wliich for whole 
centuries tlie human soul lias Iangaisl~ecl, 1)ouncl with the chair~s of cruel 
clespotism and unrestr;iinccl autocracy, wliich have at all times and 
cvcrywllcre scrved, as is well kno\vn, as tlic basis of ignorance and 
intcllcctual paralysis-thc moral death, in fact, not only of i~~tlividuals 1)ut 
of whole nations. The water of this quiet,, mighty river, which has only 
Ileald, up till now, the roar of the tiger or the monotonous improvi- 
sation of the Nomatl, will soon resound wit,ll the whistle of Russian 
~t (3arn~rs  and llie 1)old songs of I3nssian sailors. The 11nmane 1:tws of 
man, wliich Russia introduces with each stcp forward into tlle deptlls of 

" 111 Aml~ir  1Tn1-111-l~aln'tl. Arnl) writers ~ l s o  gave otllcr titles to  this ton11 : "Tllo 
rllpo1.z of I~lnln ;" " l'lrc. rnrtl~ly pr~rntlise ;" " T l ~ c   noa at bc:~iitifnl count,ry i11 thc \\.orlcl"-- 
~ ~ i d p  A1)111 (;llil~i Iili611, '' ZIistoir~ dcs Mogols ct tlcs Tnrtnrs," publiEe tritdl~itc ct :lnllot&, 

1)"" h-wnr I)c~qrn:~iso~~s ( I I O ~ ~  to l,;tgc 20). 
t 1 S:lji.llc. - 7 Ft. 
f Wilsoll, " Arinnn n~~iiclr~:~," London, 1841, p11. 162-3. Srxc also Strabo '~ Gcogrnyhy, 

\'ol. 2, Cllaptor 1, pnm. 15. 
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Cent,ral Asia, will sccnre a peaceful and flourishing condition for tIlnt 
territory. 'l'llen the (*nuntry will awake from its heavy sleep, full of 
visions of its glorions fut,ure. 

The? boat!, borne of course by the  strong current, advanced but little 
towards the centre of the stream. b ~ l t  wils carried rapidly down. It mas 
goon completely hidden flaorn view behind the reeds of a low island, which 
for a few versts below our halting-grolincl divided the river into t w ~  
unequal channels, the main one of which was on the further side of 
the island. 

W e  had to  s i t  a long time on the banks of the river before the 
" knyiilis" again appeared on the opposite banlc; in order to reach the 
spot on this bank a t  which \\-e were, the  boats had to  be taken several 
versts up the  river, and t h ~ y  were now dragqed up by horses; thus the 
course pursued Ly the boats was a t r i a n g l ~ ,  the  sides of which were about 
5 versts (SQ miles) each, and consequently in one trip there and back the 
boat traversed about 15 versts (10 miles). One can just imagine the 
t ime lost by such a means of crossing. It is vnongh to say that  during 
the  whole day only two trips were made. Besides, the Central Asian, 
generally unclistinguished for his rapidity of action, does everything very 
slowly,-now he turns ronnd, now he looks about him, slowly takes up 
the  work on hand, mutters out "Allah" in all i ts forms and modes of 
expression an innumeralble number of times, and finally corrimences to do 
what  he ouzht  to. 'Yo a European the spectacle of all this is a t  first simply 
unendural~le and awakens a kind of nervous irritability, but  all one's ner- 
vous senses becorne blllnted, and a£ tvr some time one regards all t l ~ i s  with 
comparative equanimity. 

One can easily imagine how jolly it was sitt ing on the bare bank 
under the burning rays of the  sun. However, the celebrated English 
traveller Rurnes loolied upou this method of crossing here with quite 
different eyes. 

This is wllnt we rend in his work OII  the subject : " Harnessing two 
horses to the  prow, they p u t  Ilridles on them, then shoving the boat from 
tlle shore, the horses, without any other assistance, drew i t  to the opposite 
bank a t  one of the swiftest pnrts of the stream. I n  this ingenious 
manner we crossed a river 4 mile wide and flowing 34 miles an  hour in 
15 minutes " ( ?). 

Burnes was so enraptured with this method of crossinq tha t  he gave 
the  following advice t o  whoever likes to  follow i t :  " I  see no reason 
against the univel.sal introdllction of this kind of crossing, which would 
be an invalnnble improvement upon the g h i t s  of India. 

I t  is quite possil~le that  in India this would he an improvement, but 
here, on the  Amh, this method of crossing is beneath all cr~ticism. 

But now the ontline of tlle boats, gl.adually approaching our hank, 
cornmenccd to  stand out. They were a l l -~ady in the m~tlclle of t l ~ e  river 
and were coming up to  us. I ' l~ey colllcl not rcach the spot a t  which we 
were, although they 1 acl commenced the passage very high up. The 
"kayuks" were slowly dragged up t h ~  bank by the same horses which had 
brought them across. The boats, however, were not the samtB. Rajah 
Ali came across in  them ; he clriickly jumped out and gave us some news 
which caused us to think serior~sly- 

" The AfgllBns won't let ns go any further ; they are insnlting our 
people and abusing them. Nazirov-Teurya, who was sent with a letter to 



Slljr Ali Kllin, callnot, according to  tile s t a t ~ m e n t  of t he  Afgl l in  
p a r d ,  go on t o  his destination, and  is on  tlie Afgl l in  bank of t h e  
river. I did not myself see him. I fear he is made a pl-isoner." 

1'llis id what t h e  alarmed Rajab Ali told us. T h e  General at once 
up the A f g h i o  messenger and  demanded a n  explanamtion about  

all that lrad been reported, " Did I not not fell you beforelland," said tlie 
Mallammad Khiin, " t h a t  without  the permission of tlle ~ m i c  

it would be impossille for  any  one to take a siligle s tep on 4fgl]Bn soil ; 
the General S a l ~ i b  would not  listen to  me, and now he lias himself been 
cc,nvinced of the  t r u t l ~  of m y  wolds. As to the arrest  of your messen- 
ger I ollly know just as  much as tlie General Sahib. It is most l~n,bable 
that the frontier authorities would not let him go  on t o  Mazir-i-sl~arif, 

by the wish of not rendering themselves responsil)le t o  
tile Russians a n d  to  the Amir in the  event of any 11a1.m befallillg tile 
messenger on the road. Tile road too t o  Mazir-i-Sharif is not altogether 
free from dallger; not long ago  the  Turl iumins made n raid i n  these 
parts " 

'rllis was all t h a t  h1uhammad Klian would say about i t .  It is evident 
that  this i l l  110  \\ray cleared u p  the  affair and the  position of the Mission 
generally. To wait  here on the bank would be simply stupid. The  
Oelleral then I'ormed n council out  of the members of the Mission a n d  
asked what was to  be done. Sllould we cross to  the  other side and  
contiilue our journey without permission or n o t ?  B u t  w h ; ~ t  would be 
the object of thus crossing? I f  we crowed to  t he  orher side, the General 
was apprehensive that the  Mission would suddenly appe:.r in  the position 
of' prisoners W h o  could know what  t he  plans of the Afgh ins  relative 
t o  the Mission might  be. They might  be made regular prisoners by  tlie 
Afgllbns hy  the advice of the English. (To such a n  extent  was the  
Mission convincetl of the  great  influence of the 15nglish in  Afg1lbt)istin.) 
I t  is evitlent tha t  the 11ros~)ectof imprisonmel~t atMazar-i-Shnrif,  or Kgbul, 
or wherever else i t  might  be, did not appear attractive. It was t l ~ e r e f o ~ . ~  
decided not to  cross to the AfghQn shore, bu t  to  abk for tlie baggage and 
people who had already crossed t o  be sent  back aga i~ i .  A t  the  same time 
there was the danger t ha t  the AfghBns would plunder our things and  fiend 
o11r people into ~~~~~~~y. The General wrote a letter to  the  commander 
of the Af~ l l f i n  frontier guard, asking for an  explanarion as to wily Nazirov 
was de ta~ned  ? Znmfin 13vg and Malevinski, who never suffered from 
low s!)il*its and were t l iuscnl l~d  out, t o  "voluntary slavery," were to  talze tile 
letter and to  bring back the baggage and men. According to the 
irlst,rl~et,ioils of the commnndcr oE tlie Mission, they wew also t o  explain 
to tlre commander of the post what a resl,onsibility he had incurrpd by 
tlot:lining the .\I ission and p~.eventiitg i t s  crossing to  the side of tile 
rivcr. A t  all events our mrlssengcbrs nlere to tl~rc*aten them tllat  General 
Stolirtov, h i~vinq  recvived conelosive r e ~ ~ o r t s  of the opposition of tile 
AfghAu ant,llol.it~es, would instantly, b \  exp-e?s,  t,lle Govenlor- 
Gzncral of Turltistin of all tli:ct hn,tl occrlrrcd, which not lead to 
g(*)d ~ * l l l t s  c~ither for tlre c o m r n ~ ~ i d e r ~  of post persl)nslly or for 
Afgllfillisfiin gt*nernlly. Zamiin Reg and Ma]evinslii a t  once gut into tile 
boat and startctl for the Afghhn bank. 

Tllpre were now only four mcmhers of the Mission left on the  bank. 
The sun i)t\at upon 11s mercil,~ssIy. T l ~ e  goo(1 ~ ~ ~ l ~ l ~ g ~ ~ ~  quicli ly  ,.iggc d 
1113 sonre slleltel' l'rom the sun for the " lrrlls g ~ ~ t l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ )  i l l  file form of 



P shanty. Under tho shade of tlris shanty thc tcmpcraturc was 41.5 C. 
( 1 0 6 ~ 7 ~  F.). I n  the open the lieat, of the sun was so gmat tliat s pound 
of stearine candles, wliicli were in the Colonel's travelling bag, were com- 
pletely melted and ran over the clothes in it. 'l'he General consoled 
liimself and the remaining mrmbers of tlie Mission by various pllrasw 
from Persian poets bearing on the present case. Seated on the bare 
sand of tlle river bank he quoted the place in Badi, where this poet 
speaks so strongly on self-possession : " Place the pillow of patience on 
tlle carpet of expecttition " I n  short, in our situation there was nothing 
to  be done bnt wait and wait. l'he General soon again callad Muham- 
mad Kli6n and spoke to him in Persian. * 3C Jt Jt * ii- 

Not  long before sunset the " kayGksn again appeared a t  our banlr. 
Malevinski soon presented himself, solemnly assuring us that he was tlie 
first Russian to discover Afghan territory; Nazirov came with him, the 
imaginary prisoner, the victim of Afgh6n fanaticism, who had beeii 
already almost exalted by us to the dignity of a martyr. He quietly 
stated that he was not disposed to remain under arrest, but that they 
would not permit him ti) go on to  MazLr-i-S11:lrif. When he, without 
taking any notice of anything, wislied to go on, the restraining hands of 
tlie Afghiins took holtl of llis horse's bridle and turned it round, head to 
tlle tail ; the soldiers fixed Layonets and crossed their arms and barred the 
road. 

It was clear that he must submit. A t  the same time NQzirov said he 
had not  scen the baggage, and (lid not know who liad invented the news 
about his arrest. On the other hand, he reported tliat the Afghius were 
very friendly, awaited the Russian Mission as valued guests and invited 
11s to cross to  their tank,  where tliey had stored all supplies for tlle Mission 
in sufficient quantities ; but with all this the Afgliii~is said that without 
the permission of tlle Amir they worild not allow the Mission to  con- 
tinue their journey any further. Zam6n Beg had remained with tllc 
men and haggage on the other bank. '1 he Mission had now to decide 
a new dilemma; i t  was evident tliat the danger of being made prisorle~.~ 
on crossing the Amii was nothing Lut the fruit of a lively imagination ; 
the Afghjns  were 1lospitnl)le ; tliey were glad to receive Russian guests, 
1)11t, sticking to the strict lctter of the law, wolild not allow 11s: to go 
further without the decision of the Amir, or, a t  all events, of higher 
authority. 

" Tliis is all w r y  w~l l ,"  snit1 the General, " but if the Mission crosses 
to  tliat side of the river, wliat will it do tliere? It is exactly tlie samc 
tliing. M'e cannot go fnrtlier. Would i t  not IJP better in this case to thank 
thn AFgh6ns for tlieir frientlli~ioes and hospitality, and await tlie expected 
decision liere on the T3ulthiira shore ? Hut it is not right to burden thr! 
Bukliirans wit11 our Furthpr prcJsence, which entails various expenses 011 

thcm. What  will they tliinlr too, these HnIzliSrar~s, who v~norate tht* 
name of Russian, when tliey see tlint ' the vile ilfgliiins,' ns they call 
t h ~ i r  neiglihours, have (1:lred to g ~ v e  their veto so firmly to tlie Russian 
Mission, and that i t  has had to submit to i t?" 

W liichcver way one looked at it, i t  was an inconvenient position ; onc 
way or t l i p  other i t  woultl prodncc ciiscol.cl. 

I n  tlie nleantim~ night carno on, rind crosqing thc  river could not 1 1 ~  

cvcn thought of. I t  was tlwn dcciclpd by tlic c~ommandallt of tllc' 



Missioll tha t  Nazirov was again t o  cross to the  other side and t r y  every 
means of get t ing on to  Mazjr-i-Sharif .  A t  all events he was t o  
t ry  to send the let'ter t o  Sllildil KhAn b y  a n  A f g h i n  express. By 
our calculations we made out t h a t  t he  letter migh t  be delivered In 
hIazAr-i-ShariE (distant from the point of passage 60 miles) by the  
(( c l la l~ l~ar"  (Afghan flying post) on the following day  about 10 A.M.; 

the reply fro111 Shirdil Klhn might  be expected to  be received here on  
the evening of the s a ~ n e  (lay. If this calcnlation were c o m e t ,  we 
n ~ i ~ l l t  recclve the d~I iu i t e  result of the ~legotiations on the  following 
evening, or in just .'4 I l o~~rs .  I t  was therefore decided t o  leave the bag- 
gage on thc otllcr bank till t h ~  followirlg day. Now, all  of us  who were 
on the river Laulc retnrnetl again to  the  old site of the previous evening's 
lr:llt, and once again afforded tlre I3ulthkrans an 011portnnit.y of exhibiting 
tllt:ir hosPitsGle qn:~lities i n  all  their brilliancy. A fog  enveloped the  
river and ~reiglllonriug valley iu a thick whitish sl~roud. N i g h t  descended 
on the earth and ended this  eventful day. Before dawn ZamBn Beg 
retn~-ncd from tlie other l ~ a n k ,  and  informed us tha t  Nazirov had suc- 
ccetlccl in going on t o  MazSr-i-Sharif. The  Inen s t ~ d  horses who remained 
on t11c Afgllin l)nllk wanted for  nothing, a n d  from tlle AfghLus he, 
Znrniin Beg, 1i;ld received nothing but  frieudli~lc~ss and  Bind attention. 

In the mljrning kIuhammnd Khkn presented himself to the  Gener:~l and  
rel)orteci tha t  hc l ~ a d  r,~ceived intelligence on the strengt,h of which the  
h41~t;ion conltl contitlue their journey to blazrir-i-Sl~ariF w;lllout bin- 
dl.ancc H c  thprpfore begged ;s t o  cross the ArnG. lIis pmpos;~l was 
:~ccc~ptecl, and we slowly crosse(1 to AfghBn territory in  tllose prehistoric 
vc~sscls. Parcwcll, Ilospitnl~le ljnl; h61-:-~ ! Ale /.ezwl,t., dear Rassia l VITe 
1l:lve now entcrecl tllc l a r d  wllicll rnay iudcetl Le eptitlecl for us s " 7 h . r ~  
i,lcog ~iilu." 



IV. 

On the other side of the Amb-Dnrys-Reception of the Mission by the Afghins- Arrival 
of the Afgl16n escort-'l'he first night passed by u* ill Afgh&11ist6n--l(oute through 
the Turku~nill desert to N11z6r-i-Sl~ariK-Vi il11ce of K 6rsl1i~4k- Reception given to the 
&Jission by the Afghl11 autl~orities at Ma&~.-i-Sha~.if--St~y of the Mission ill this 
t,ow~~-Illness nnd cler~th of  tile Luin:~b of the Chal~ar Vilajat-Local frvera-1nvit;i- 
tion h,r the Mission to go to Kibul from Amir Sllir Ali Kl16n-Depc1rture from N i ~ i r -  
i-shnrit. 

About a dozen A f c h i n s  met  u s  on the  other side of t he  Amb. 
The  greater part  of them were armed with flintlock guns, with supports 
having  the  shape of a fork, which probably also played the part of 
bayonets. The  g u n  stocks were of a shape I had  never seen u~ to 
this  time,-some like a plain round stick, others like a very much bent 
crook, &c. 1 did not  observe any  stvcks such as  we were accustomed 
t o  see amongst  t he  Russian and  other European arms. The  material 
of which the  guns  were made mas undouLtedly of good quality. One 
could judge of this  by the  excellent d a m a s c ~ n i n g  engraved on some 
of the  barrels; others were turned and polished. Some of the  soldiers 
were i n  coats of grey cloth, like our Cossacks; others were dressed in 
something calling t o  mind Euglish uniform, and  in 13ulrhira military 
coats. Most  of them had shaggy conical hxts on their heads. 

This  was the A f g h i n  frontier post, and  now formed the  " guard 
of honour" of the Mission. W e  had scarcely left  the boats when they 
saluted us. Looking closely a t  the physiognotny of the soldiers, I 
observed t h a t  they nearly all bore the undoubted signs of belonginq 
t o  the  Mongol-'I ar tar  race,-the same broad cheek-bones, n:lrrc,w-set 
eyes, and even the  same projecting ears as tlle most pure-bloodccl Kazin 
Tartar. I afterwards ascertained t h a t  these were Hazi ras  and  their 
resemblance to  Tartars mas understood Ly mc. 

I n  the  meantime the  "ships" began to  be unloaded. T l ~ e  low l~anl;, 
lower than  on tlle Bukhgra side, seemed wholly uninhabited. No sign 
of human life was t o  be seen for several vel-sts around. Tlie river, 
tlie level of wliicll, rnlle1.e we diseml~arked, only differed from the level 
of t h e  hank I,y one or two arshines ( I  arshin=;2$ feet) ,  in  many 
places had broken into t h ~  t ract  along the  t a n k  innud;~t ing  large 
tracts of land. 'Ihc low- lv~ng  1,;znlc is al\\,a.vs w:i~llfd 1)y the  river, 
which has here :I very r;~pitl c n r ~ ~ c ~ ~ l t .  I t s  cliic-f chn~inel runs near thc 
Afgh in  bank, and the rapidity of thy cu~-~-c i i t  is hc1i.e very grrlat. 1'rol)al)ly 
the depth of tllt: river hare is also prcat ; n pole, 14 feet lolig, would 
not reach the  bottom ; there was n o t h i ~ ~ g  will1 which to  me:lsure thp 
depth more accurately. '1 l ~ r o u ~ h o u t  the whole dista~~c:e I- e t r a v e r s ~ d  ill 
crossing the river, which must  be reckoned a t  least a t  5 versts (3+ miles), 
t he  depth was nowhere less than  7 feet. One can picture to one's self 
what  a mass of w a t ~ r  this  mighty Central A s  an water- way be:~rs along. 

Thc horscrs were again quicl<ly loaded, and we started fdr tlie nearest, 



the soldiers (belonging in all probability to the Afgllln 
militia) informed us was several versts from the  river-bank. The route 
at  first lay through a continuous marsh. 'l'he horses, especially the  
baggage ones, sank in the mud up t o  their knees, and some even 
fell u~ider the weight of their loads. I n  the middle of one of the  
deepest pools an Afghin otticer met the Mission with some horsemen. 
On our approach he saluted us. This was the " Sarhang" (correspond- 
ing to our rank of lieutenant) a t  the head of the  frontier mounted 
p a r d .  Soon the mud became less deep tlian before, fields extended to  
the right and left, sown with wheat and maize, and after this we rode 
into the street of an Uzbak village, hemmed in on both sides by mud 
fences. What  attracted our attention most was the shape of the houses; 
they reminded one of Egyptian temples in miniature. The walls, in fact, 
were not perpendicular, but built slanting inwards. The second thing we 
noticed was the number of mulberry trees, cut  close, and with young 
shtlots-an undoubted sign of silk-worm culture. An extensive court, 
with " one miniature Egyptian temple," was occupied by the Mission. 
The "yurts" were already pitched, and our Cossaclts and people who 
had crossed the evening before met us in their full complement and 
in perfect health. The baggage was arranged in order in the middle of 
the court and a guard put over ~ t .  

When we had settled ourselves a t  our new halting-place the Sarhang 
informed us that  the Mission would have topass two or three days in  
this village. N a t u ~  ally this information evoked a protest from us. '( If it 
was necessary to wait here, why call the Mission over to this bank ?"  aid 
we. "Why, in such a case, did you promise not to  hinder the movement 
of the Mi+sion on RIazLr-i-Sharif ? What  is this ? Are you tur111ng us 
into ridicuile?" The Sarhang answered all these questions with the greatest 
respect that  "they, the Afghiius, not only had not intended to deceive 
the Russian ambassadors, but, on the contrary, were very glad to see them 
amongst them, and were even ready to reckon them as their brothers. 
If i t  was now necessary for the Mission to wait a little, it was for its 
own good.)) . 

" 'l'he road is not without danger," said the Sarhang ; "we do not 
wish our precious gncsts to meet with any unpleasantness on the road. 
I n  consccluence, an escort which will arrive here in a few days from 
Maz6r-i-S11arif will accompany the embassy. M it11 the escort, two 
pcople of note are coming to meet the embassy." To this we replied 
that a n  escort was no t  npcessary for the Mission, 22  a:med Cossacks 
and the> dozcn rifgllin infantry soldiers and horsemen seen by us would 
be sullicicilt escort. With regard to the rece1)tlon; as he, the Sarllang, 
had met us, hc col~ltl conduct us. 

" I am an 11urnl)le individual ant1 of low rank. I am unworthy to meet, 
ant1 all tJlw more so to conduct, snch a lofty e~nbassy," said the Salllang. 
Peol'lr. of note ai-r cornin? to do this, and regarding your wish to proceed 
witl~ont escort, I pprrnit myself to ohserve that  you do not know our 
countlry, e-peri:~lly this locality. An es ~or t ,  and moreover a large one. is 
necc.ssary. I t  is also necessary for the respect due to the tlussian 
em1)a~sy ." 

r 1 lllcre was nothing to be done. We had again to  submit to our fate. 
It was evident that ilu~lling could be done by breaking through. Conse- 



q~c l l t ly ,  dismissing thc Sar l~ang,  the Mission occupicd I.hernselves in  
their customary work. The General began to write his reports, the trea- 
snrer, in this case Zamin Beg, to make a long line of our conductors and 
rewart1 each onc with a robe (khi la t )  for liis trouble. It was 
wartls curious to see a wl~ole row of natives, clothed in robes, glitter- 
i n g  in the sun with all the colours of tlie rainbow, pressing tlieir hands, 
wral 'pd in their long sleeves, to their stomachs, making low inclina- 
tions and muttering incoherent words of thanks. 

(Here tLere ie a deecription of ep inn i~~g  silk from cocoonp.) 
* * * * JC * 

Zamgn Beg became ill on this day with a light form of intermittent 
fever. Doubtless liis sickness resulted from his passing the wllole nigllt 
on the bank of tlie Am6 when he went to  release Nazirov and bring 
back the baggage. I had heard beforehand that  the Amti- Darya feve1.s 
were particularly scvere ; consequently I took the following measures. 
It appeared to me necessary to  take something, so I myself took a small 
qnantity of quinine daily, and recommended the others to  do the same. 
Notwithstanding this Zamin Beg sickened ; fortunately the attack wae 
very slight, and he felt himself better the same evening. I was employed 
a t  my diary, but  it was so hot and stifling in the "yurt" that  I could only 
(lo even this light work with difficulty. Moreover, I had to break off re- 
cording facts in my diary owing to the arrival of the Afghin escort 
nr11ich was to  accompany the  Mission to MazBr-i-Sharif. A t  the head 
of it came two Generals. I t s  arrival was quite unexpected, and we had 
already resigned ourselves to  passing two or three days here. Our joy 
may be imagined a t  the news of the arrival of the escort. It was im- 
possible not to  notice the peculiar celerity with which the escort liad 
reached the Mission's halting-ground ; cpuch haste was not a t  all custom- 
ary with Asiatics. Owing to this we might presume tliat the Afghin 
Governtne~bt attached an excessively important significance to the arrival 
of the ltussian embassy. It waa evident that  they were des i r~d  guests 
for AfghinistQn. The circumstancb tliat at the  l i e d  of the escort 
wliich liad arrived there were two Generals confirmed us in this idea. 0 1 l o  

of these mas the assistant of the Lui'nab, and the other the commandant 
of Taklit-i-Pul, a £014, serving as the point-cl'appui of the power of the 
Afghins in the Chahar-Vilayat. The escort consisted of 200 horsemen 
and nlmnt 100 infantry. 

Al,o,lt 4 P.M. both the Afghin Geneirtls, with several officers, paid 
the  hl ission a visit. Their dress was the same as Muhammad KhQn's, 
o ~ ~ l y  the senior General, the Lui'nabJs assistant, was in slippers, but this 
mas due to  rheumatism in the feet, as he afterwarder explained. The 
(icneral bore the name of Mirza Mahomed Hussein Khan, Kemnab ;* hc 

llacl the title of " Debir-ul-Mulk." w e  was a man of medium 
Ileight, of about 50 years of age. His expressive countenanc~, with its 
llooked nose and fiery black eyes, gleamed with intelligence ; his black 
I,ushy heard was slightly ornamented with a reddish-brown colour. His 
c.ompnnion, the commandant of l'aklit-i-Pul, onthe other l~and,  dazzled 
the c.ye by the brilliancy of his beard and nails. This ill-favoured man 

eyes in llis face-which was slirivellcd, as if tied in a knot-wllicli 
seem to pierce you through. I n  the cold glitter of his eyes, his compressed 

Kcmnnb nild Debir~ul.Mulk, diffcrcnt Afgh6n titles and rnnks 



lips, %nd tlie angular traits of liis f ea to r~s ,  could be scpn an indomitabl~ iron 
will. As a fact, he was famed among the AfghBns for his bmvcry, and 
had especially distinguished llimself a t  the taking of Maimena by the 
Afghins in 1876, where be was severely wounded. Tlle Mission re- 
ceived the A f ~ l i k n  Generals on a small terrace, formed on tlle bank of a 
rather broad irrigation channel, brought here from the AmG-Daryn. 
Having no furniture, both gucsts and ourselves mere obliged to squat 
on our heels. The phrase " having no furniture," however, is not quite 
true. The Mission had brought with them half a dozen camp-stools and 
two camp-chairs, but they were not nnpackcd, and consequelltly could not 
be used. The Generals saluted the Mission by placing their hands to  the 
tops of their bats (knlulrs) ,  and then pwsring the hand of each member 
of the Mission. After this Uebir-ul-Mnlk ouce more put bot l~  hands to 
the edge of his head-tlress ancl then sat down on the carpet. A number 
of Afglliin otscers, who had come with the Generals, stoocl a t  tlle sides 
round tlle embassy group. 'l'hey f'ormtbd an interesting s~ectacle,  

* 44 * * *. * 
Our acq~~aintance Muhammad K h i n  sat down in line with the com- 

mandant, and now we found out who he was. It appeared that  he was 
in no nay connected with the sons of f9ggy England. H e  was a native 
AEghin, one of tile attendants of the Lui'nib, " ditdn "* (mnlr corre- 
sponding to Yessiwal) Mossin Khin.  H e  sat quietly in his corner and 
immoval~ly listened to  the conversation between Debir-ul-Mulk and 
General Stoli~tov. Sometimes he threw in ttvo or three words to  the 
general conversation, and then was again silent. The commandant 
hardly opened llis mouth during the wllole time of the conversation ; he 
only blinked and stroked his coloured heard, as if he wished to take in 
all that was said. But the conversation was limited to simple friendly 
enquiries and expressions -of desire for mutual welfare. Then Debir-ul- 
Mulk stated that  the Amir Shlr Ali K h i n  would undoubtedly be g!ad 
to  receive tlie ambassadors of the great White Czar. Then, 11,zvln~ 
talked for a few minutes longer, Goth Generals went away, pleading 
fatigue after the journey. * 3C * * Jt * 

After supper the General, in speaking of the Afgllins. to my no 
small astonisllment, now characterised them in a severe and unattractive 
man oer. 'l'hey were, according to liis words, bold robbers and plunderers. 
"Tl~eir treachery," said lie, " has become a provcrl, ; an Afghin son will, 
without a prick of conscience, kill his father, scll him, kc." Owing to 
this tile (;enern1 rccommcndrd tllc Mission to take the greatcst cnrc in 
thcir relations with thc Afgllins. Besides the ordinary Cossack guard 
ano1,hcr was cst,nl)lisllcd. But tllc precautionary mcasurcs wcrc no t  
rostrirtcd to tliir. The General propos~d to cstallish n nightly matcll 
also from :lmongst thc members of the Mission. Each of us was t.o bc 
on duty for 14 hours. We all agrced to the proposal. The Ocneral 
llimsclf wishccl to take t h ~  tlnty cqunlly with tlie others, hut Iho remain- 
ing mt~ml)crs of t l ~ c  Mission would not agree to this. It woulcl not havo 
l)cc~i prolwr to pcrmit tlic bead of tlir Mission, already op~)rcssctl with 
t hc wctight of rcsl~onsil~ility for cveryt,hing ancl every one, to still fnl.tller 
b l~rdct~ himself wi 1'11 night  duty. We co~setluci~tly begged tlie General 

f I cnll't ~\\nkc out wlmt tllie wort1 ie i n t c n d d  for ; it is e i t l ~ c r  mine Pc~ruiali or Pusl~trl 
l v ~ ~ r t l  corrn1)lcd I J ~  tile antllor, who l i ~ ~ c w  ~lcitl lcr 1;1ii~ungc.-Translalor. 



t o  6ive up his turn d dnty, and only oht:lined his consent after long per- 
e i s t e~~cy .  I was appointed from 10 to  1 2  a t  night. The extra + hour 
was given me because this time was the easiest for duty. However, a con- 
siderable part of m y  watch 1 did not PASS alone ; tha General shared my 
loneliness. H e  sat on the terrace with me for  a long time relatilig 
various episodes of the  lately finished Russo-Turkish mar, in which he 
bad been, as we know, no mean participator. H e  described in sharp 
outline the retreat of Gurko's detachment after the affair under Eski- 
Zigra .  His comparison O F  Turkey, af  ler the  second Plevna and Shipka, to 
rt crow dressing its feathers, was in my opinion very characteristic. In 
fact, Turkey, even in the event of a decisive success over us, would never 
have been aLle to  be. not only an eagle, but  even a falcon ; she could only 
have been a bloodthirsty crow. Long did I listen allout the bravery of 
the Russian soldier, which had passed into a proverb, Ibis co~istant readi- 
ness to  sacrifice llimself for those about him, wliether under the mouth 
of a Krupp g u n  or under the  snow-st.orms of the wild mount.ain defiles. 
I t  appeared as if the  General hi~nsrlf lived over  gain those moments of 
sufferinq of the army. Having heard to  repletion various opinions for 
and ag:~lnst the  Hulgarians, owing to  their concluct relative to the 
Russian aanly during the war, 1 naturally wishecl to  ascertain tlic 
General's opinion about them, a!: he was a person who had more to do 
with the Bulgarians tha t  almost any one else. H e  commanded the 
Bulgarian militia. * * * * * * 

As soon as the  hand of mv watch had turned 12 I a t  once woke up  
the topoxrayher, who had to relieve me on watch. It was very hot and 
stifling in tlie " yurts," bu t  I went to sleep. The sun was already high 
when I awoke on the morning of the  following day. T l ~ e  night-our 
first on Afghin soil-bad passed without any incident. I n  our little 
camp the usual bustle of camp life was going on. 

* * * * * * 
The General went t o  pay a visit to  the Afghin  officials. He went 

alone, and the remaining members of the Mission remained a t  I~ome. 
I employed myselE in opening the barometer, wllich I hacl not usrd u]) 
to  the  present time because our route through 13nkliiran territory 
was already barometrically fixed a t  mrtny points. But  here, in Afgh6n- 
is t in and especially in its northern part, there :Ire hardly any barome- 
tic observations, even English ones. Hnt i t  was not fated for me to 
supplement this scanty information. Wi th  the greatest care 1 com- 
menced to  take off the case and the packing of felt. I n  taking off tllc 
cover I perceived some ominous little globules of mcrcnry. I n  opening- 
the two halves of the wooden box of the barometer thr, g10l)ult.s 
mercury scattered l i k ~  hail in different directions. I was alrriost nr~ml) 
with grief. 'I'he Colonel, who had come up during the operation, phlegma- 
tically said " Ijad." The first glance cast at the tube of the barometer 
convinced me tha t  the ttul,e itself was whole I tried to convince myself 
of this. I t  was actually quite wliole, hut  there was only half the 
column of mercury in i t  It appeared t,hat the t)al-ometer was issued 
from the  'l'opographical Department old and had been several times 
repaired; through a badly mended crack part of the mercury had flowed 
out. Tllc vexation whicl~ poc:sessed me can only he imagined by a man 
who has beer1 placed in a sirnili~r positiol~. This vcaatiuii \ \as increased 



by tile fact that i t  mras impossible to remedy it ,  for not a drop of spa1.r 
nlemury had Leen brought. I €  there had been, a t  all events I could 
have tried to fill the tube ag:~in  with mercury. h t  now there was 
nothing to be done. 

TIle Gelleral returned from t h ~  Afrhtin camp and informed 
us that i t  had been dec~ded to start  that evening a t  6 P.M. and travel 
on throughout the night. 'l'his n ~ g b t  march was decided on i n  view 
of avoiding the heat of tlre day, which was here 1)ositively unbearable. 
'PIle Turkumin desert runs in like a gulf between the bank of the 
Am; and the spurs of the Yaropamisus. Oiir route to Mazir-i-Sharif 
lLLy across this for a distance of 50 versts (33f miles). Tlris decision 
was a very unwelcome one to the topographer. To make a sketch of the 
route a t  nigllt was ;I difficult taslr, but there was no help for it. E:xactly 
a t  6 P.M. we mounted our horses. 

Half sections right, m a ~ ~ c h - w ; ~ ~  the word of command of the sergeant, 
and 22 Cossacks a1.d 4 servants followed us in a string aloug the narrow 
road. The baygage followed separately ; i t  was on this occaslon left with- 
out any protection from the Cosqncks, even the servantrs mere not left with 
i t  : the care of it was entrusted to the j i g i t s  and drivers. 'l'he pro- 
tection was entirely confided to the AfghCn infantry and cavalry soldiers. 
I t  appears to me that  this arl angement was open to criticism ; i t  might 
have happened that  we should have been left without any b a g ~ a p e .  
For even if the AfghBns had not plundered our things, the d r~vers  
themselves, taken chiefly from Buk11ir;ln territory, without any guaran- 
tee for good behaviour on their side, might lrave done so and shared 
our property with the Afghin guards. 'l'his they could have done all 
the more easily that the baggage was wholely separated from us and 
travelled a t  night. If the Grneral had it in view to lieep all the Cos- 
sacks and servants together, and thus increase the defensive power of 
the Mission, i t  appears to me that object was not attained. In tlle 
event of treachery from the Afghius and their attacliing us, what could 
30 men do against 300 Afghins in the open plain, in a locality quite 
unknown to us, in the darkness of night. It is evident tlrat in entering 
AfghBnistin with such an insignificant, merely llonorary escort, as 22 
Cossacks, i t  was necessary to place full reliance on the good will of the 
fierce mountaineers. On leaving the village we met both the Afgllin 
Generals with their suites and a long tail of horsemen. The greater part 
of these wore caonical, sliaggv fu r  caps, and they were all armed with 
muzzle-loading rifles. 

Many of them had in addition pistols and long knives in tlleir broad 
leather belts. The oHicers had long swords and pistols. 'l'he lealling 
holacmen had penllants like small flags; these were fastened to lollg 
Lamboo lances. 

When we rode out into the open tlie horsemen spread out in the 
following manner. Part galloped out 2,(100 paces and then advanced 
slowly; these formed the advance guard. At  some distance behind us 
a group of horsemen, constitnting the rear guard, followed. On botll 
sides of the Mission group extended two long ranks of A fglrin lrorsemen. 
Th11s the Mission rode within a pnrallelogram of Afghins. 

I acknowledge tlrat on finding myself in a thick crowd of Afghins 
I (lid not f e d  quite easy. The Afqhins might at given signal kill 
us all in a minute. 1 ~ l p p o s e  I was not the only one to 



this f~e l i ng ,  but no attack was mndc upon us. The Afghhns merely 
lookccl upon us with curiosity, and I did llot see one sour, ill-favoured 
gla~lcc. I t  was cvident that  tllcy watched over us carefully, not as pri- 
soncrs, but more as clear, very dear guests, whose safety had been 
strongly impessed upon them. After proceeding a few hundred paces 
nn nnespected halt too!; place. The only load which was taken along 
with the Mission, namely, the treasure chest, got unshipped and had to 
Lc rc-loaded; upon this the General counselled us not to call it the 
" kszna" (treasure chest), but the money* chest. The fact was that 
'' kazna" is a Turki word and the AfghSns might understand it, espe- 
cially the Hazhras, of whom there were many amongst t.he horsemen. 
So t,his ncm title was used in order to  conceal the importance of the 
loat1 from our escort. W e  then moved on;  in about half an hour's ride 
the locality through which we ~ a s s e d  completely changed its character. 
-4t our former haiting-place the abundance of water was perceived 
cvcrywhere and dampness reigned snpreme, for all round marshes were 
seen ; now the soil had Locome perfectly dry, and all round there was 
not a drop of water. Instead of mulberry and peach trees, some poor 
S U ~ S ~ ~ Z L L  buslics stuck out of the tops of the sand-hills. 

* * * * * * 
I n  some places the  road lay over firm ground, and the horses then 

wcnt along b'ravely, but  soon afterwards they again began to sink into 
the  sands. 

Debir-ul-Mulk stopped several times, and the Mission wps then also 
obliged to halt. 'l1he Debir became in a very cheerful frame of mind. A 
sllort time more passed, and then it became evident to us all that  this 
respected Afghin seigneur was actually drunk. This seemed to us very 
surprising, for the AEghiins pass for being very religious, and the use 
of wine is forbidden by the KorAn. Afterwards we ascertained that 
Debir-ul-Mulk mas not an AfghSn by birth but a Persian immigrant ; I  

consequently his taste for wine was quite comprehensible, 
* * * * .)(. * 

Forty versts (264 miles) were thus traversed by us over this desert, 
and i t  was impossible, as may be supposed, to ride any further. I was not 
the only one to  feel an  irresistible inclination for the arms of Morphens. 
Even the merry M. was silent under the sound of the Cossack songs. 
Finally, tlie Afghjn Generals could hold out no longer, and i t  was 
decided to make a short halt in an open descrt on the bare sand. Heaven 
knows how the Afghjns contrived a t  once to make coffee, They pro- 
bably had a certain amount of water wit,ll them. But where did t h ~ y  
obtain the fnel to boil the water. All round there waa not a stick of 
saksnul or blade of grass I * 3C * )C .)(. * 

The pale light of the coming day hacl already tinged the illimitable 
desert when we again startecl on our journey. A shivering came over 
me, for it was very fresh, and I had only my white uniform coat on. 
One might well be in dangcr of the unpleasant consequences of ,z nigllt 

on the bare grountl, zjiz., the various forms of rheumatism, fevrra, 
catarrhs, kc. ,  but me dld not suffer, and all went well on this occasion. 

MTe hscl to ride for eeve~ a1 lloilrs over the same unsightly de s~ r t .  All 
aronnd there was not a sign of life ; gradually, with emh step we dvancecl, 



blue hills stood out to the ~011th ; to  the north the outline of the 
Sllirbb;id mountains wcre coml~letcly hidden in the foggy di~t~snce.  A f t ~ r  
riding on for some time, the remnants of the 11lins of an ancient town 
extended alung both sides of the route. They occnl)icd a space of 
sevel.al slluare versts. I n  places one saw the arclies of gates it1 toleral~lc 
preservation; tlle remains of solitary towers rose f r o ~ n  this group of 
frapnlents as if desirinq eternally to  express their protest agiiinst tllose 
tgllilty of this dt*stroction. Two or tllre? rough copol.~s were pretty 
well preserved, and would serve for a shelter against tlie severity of t l ~ e  

when the sandstorm here tlireirten~ to bury every living tlliny > 
conies in its way. Wonderful to relate, two or three I~elt~s of cal tl- 

vation already covered with ripc, golden wheat, were scen. How coulcl 
one explairl the phe~~omenon of this ray of life in this gloumy waterless 
desert? The enigma was soon explained, for after riding a few versts 
further a mass of vegetation was seen. This mass of green, when we 
approaclled it, prcved to be a large village with a broad " arilr" (water 
channel) flowing through the middle of it .  

From this "arik" a feeble stream of the life-giving water reached 
those I>atches of wheat, whicl~ refreshed the eye of the traveller wearietl 
with the desert. It was again proved h ~ r e ,  more tllan allywhere else, 
tllac water is tlie life of the earth. The tree \ egetation of the village 
and its corn-fields, tinting the surrounding locality with gold for several 
square versts, formed a sharp contrast with the rude lifeless surface 
of the sandy ocean which embraced this " oasis " on all sides. 

This village is called Kirshiyik. For its life, its thick vegetation and  
rich corn-fields, i t  is indebted to the canal brought from the Ballch river. 
Tliis village is 50 versts (33 i  ~t~ i les )  from the bank of the Am6 and 40 
versts (mi63 miles) from the ruins of the towu of Ballill ; almost the same 
distancw, too, separates it from Mazir-i-Sharif. 'I'his village has about 
200 Ilouses and abounds in fruit gardens. 

W e  were almost the tirst Europeans whom it  had seen within its walls. 
Moorcroft in his journey to Bukhira passctl thinugh this village in 
January 1824 ; Burnes pass~d  through the Turknmin desert more to the 
west of i t  to  Andklioi and Khoja Sileh ; Vamb6ry passed further to t l ~ e  
west tlian I3urnes. 

What  particularly struck the eye on riding into the village was Lhc 
type of its houses. I n  every place in TurkistCn, a t  which I had been up 
to this time, I had met with the usual type of square structure with 
flat roofs. But here the houses were almost exclusively of a dome- 
(cupola-) shaped form. They often have several regular spherical cupolas 
or domes ; these have usually a small aperture in the centre to let out the 
smolre. These dwellings give one the impression of being stone "yurts." 
The villagc proved to be i11hal)it~ed ent,irely by Uzbaks. This circum- 
stance in my opinion clearly explains tlrc shape of thpir clwellinFs. 

The Uzhaks, as a nomad mce, at, no very distant epoch of tlmc livc.d 
in " yurts," tile usual movable d\vclling of Asiatic nomads. On taking to 
a srttlled life they retained the former type of their dwellings, only 
them permanent by malting "yurts" of stone and mud instead of felt.* 

I wonld hcrc rc~nnrk t,l~nt thc strllctnrcs in Kirglliz cemetrrics-tonlhs-nlsn llnvc t,hc 
i~eunl cupoln- or nrt-~l~nprtl form. 'l'l~ns, n l t l ~ o l ~ g l ~  thesc str~~c-turcs nrc lunclc of 1n11d r ~ t o n c ,  t h ~  f.ypo o tl~c-ir formcr tlwrlling--tl~c " yl~rt,  "- is 1n.zilltnint.d. 

Nolc bay 'l'ra~rslalor.-Tl~o rcnl ~.ctruou for this t j  pc of l~ousc, &c., is want of timber. 



We passed through the  kislilak (village) and  halted at i t s  eastern edge 
in  a garden of gigantic old apricot tl ees. Here "yurts" were pitched fol* 
us, and  rouod the  garden a chain of AfghLn sentries was a t  once posted. 

I \vished very much to  find out something about the  ruins we had 
met  with, 1)ut 1 was able to  obtain scarcely a n y  information. No 
traditions about them had been kept by the local inhabitants. Debir- 
ul-Mulk alone informed me tliat these mere the  ruins of the  " City of the 
f i r s . '  B n t  wha t  Ktifirs these were, what  the  town itself was like, or 
at \v11at t ime i t  was laid desolate, &c.-to all these questions he could 
voncllsafe no  explanation.* Throughont Central Asia generally one is 
struck by  the  fact t h a t  local traditions scarcely ever exist. This pheno- 
menon, however, is very natural owing t o  t he  frequent change of the 
tribes inhabi t ing it ,  and  which is always tak ing  place. Here one stream 
of p o p ~ ~ l a t i o n  has changed for another and has completely effaced from 
t h e  face of the  land not only their predecessors but  all their legends and 
traditions. 'I'he fresh comers were completely indifferent to tlie reminis- 
cences which were in some way precious to, or worthy of being preserv~d 
by, t he  former inhabitants of the  country. Conseqliently we cannot 
be surprised at the  absence of national mementos, although we must 
regret t l lp  fact. 

On this date, the 20th J u n e  (2nd July),  we first became acquainted 
with the local siroccolthe '' garm-  sir," or hot wind, as they here call it. 

A t  mid-day the temperature of the  a i r  under the  shade of the " yurt"  
i n  a thick orchard reached 42 6OC. (108 7" Fahrenheit) ; i t  was notice- 
able tha t  t he  wind was easterly, no t  westerly. I several times tested i ts  
direction and found tha t  i t  was blowing from the  east. This  phenome- 
non mas in fact  a very strange one, for on the  east ran masses of snowy 
mountains, which play the  part  of a natural cooling element for the 
vapours and air of I he deserts abut t ing  on them. Consequentiy a wind 
from tlle east ought  to  bring freshness and have a moderating influence 
on the  temperature. 0 1 1  the  other hand, to  t he  west extends the  enor- 
mous area, of the 'l'urCnian dese~  t, bounded by the  Caspian and Ural, and  
extending f a r  t o  tlie north, even u p  t o  the Siberian steppes. This locality, 
owing to  the  most complete absence of water, is, as  i t  were, a n  enormoils 
heated llcbarth. The  winds from a westerly direction ought  nece~sarily t o  
br ing to the  eastern borders of this  area a mass of heated air, and the exist- 
ence of the " garm-sir " is natnrallv accounte(1 for in this manner. The  
fact, however, was incontestable, and I propose t o  explain i t  as bping 
caused by the  reflection of this  air current from the heights of the Pimir .  
There is no doubt tliat there must  be here two very clearly defined strata 
of air  currents-an upper and  a lower. The  upper must be formed from 
the air  s t ratum borne by the  west wind; the  lower hy the east wind. 
It is evident t h a t  in  the  present case the difference in temperature of the 
strata  was so grea t  t ha t  the  western current-even after being reflected 
f 1-om the lnoun~ains of Badaksliin and iVakhin,  and after being cooled by 
the  e f f ~ c t  of the snowy mountain summits-still preserved a very con- 
siderable amount of warmth. I acknowledge tha t  this explanation is 
rather far-fetched, b u t  I see no other possibility of explaining this pheno- 
menon. The  heat increased considerably up  to  3 P.M. A Chinese boy in 

+ I could find no traces relative to these ruins in the greater part of the Arsllian and 
Persi:~n geograyhvn and historians. 



the service of Z. had a stroke of the sun. Several buckets of water poured 
over liim and some other remedies soon brought him to himself. 

The next day the sound of the trumpet and the deep notes of the 
drum again echoed forth and let us k ~ ~ o s v  h a t  i t  was time to get  mounted. 
The route now lay through villages, ahiell occasionally occurred on our 
further course. I n  places small golden fields extended round. Oceasion- 
ally one might meet an Uzbak with his family collecting his wealth, i.e., 
corn, but the road was still generally ot a uniformly desert character. 

A t  one place we passed by some ratlier high mounds of dChris with 
remnants of fort walls preserved intact, and round this mou~ld one could 
perceive a ditch not yet quite filled in ; but about these ruins, as in the 
case of others, no traditions had been preserved. 

A t  25 versts (18$ miles) from Kiirshiyilc the halting-place for tlie 
night had been prepared by the Afgliiiis a t  the village of MaidBn. Our  
tents were pitched alongside of the AfgliGn fortlet built here. One of 
these tents especially attracted our attention. I t  was a very large, square 
one, with a conical top, tlie side of the square being 5 to 6 saje'nes (35 t o  
42 feet) ; the top of the tent up to tlie open of the cone was 2h sajines 
(19+ feet), and it was made of canvas. * * * * * * 

It was evident that the Afghbns wished to   lease us in every way 
and were not stinting in their attentions. Amongst ot.1ier things they 
promised in case of necessity to give us their horses and transport 
generally for the baqpge. A t  tlie same time they strove to  entertain 
their guests in a fitting manner. If in Huklibr:~ our table was loaded 
with an  enormous quantity of meats and drinks, the greater part of 
which were not accordi~ig to European taste, one could not say the same 
of the Afph6n kitchen. The food was prepared in a perfect manner, 
worthy of other surroundings than the desert in which we were. The 
so-called " kabiib " was simply excellent. * * * * * * 

On this day an express came from Kilif. The Beg of that  town 
sent a special messenger with a letter to the commandant of the Mission. 
I n  tliis lether the Beg, who was quite unknown to us, expressed to the 
General, equally unlrno\\m to  liim, his Lest wishes for our onward journey. 
No doubt this Hrg :lcte(l thns by order of t,he Amir of Ilukhira. Bu t  
this circumstance formed in its way a sign of the times. The Bukhbran 
governor of a town 2110 versts (1:3:3$ miles) from us sends his messenger 
to make his compliments to the Ru5sian General who is passing b y ?  
The messenger was kept with the Mission until its arrival a t  Mazir-i- 
Sharff. I t  was necessary illat he should see llimself how the Afglibus 
wo11ld receive the Russian embassy, ant1 that  he should relate all he 
had to his who ag:~iii would not delay in reporting everything 
to the Amir of Bnkllira. 

We. had yet to make two s l~or t  day marches to MazLr-i-Sharif, tlbe 
last 1 ) ~ i l l ~  only 15 vrrsts (10 miles). 'I'lle Afgligns kept to the same 
rolrs as the 131lkhira ncipllhosrs relative t,o ceremony and honours, 
as indeed all Asiatics (lo ; tlie greater delay, the greater the honour. 

On tlie 23d Jane (6t11i July) we ontemd the capital of the Chalibr 
Viliyst or Afglihn TorltistAn, M adr-i-Sharif.  'I'lln evening before 
a gmat deal had been said in oar circle about the coming reception of 
tllc Russian Mission. The Afgllins smiled enigmat,icnlly. The KemnLb 



informed us tha t  .all the  troops quartered a t  Mazir-i-Sharif and the 
neighbonring fort1 ess of Taltht-i-pul would meet the Mission. It mas 
presumed tha t  the Lui'n:tl:, bimself with a numerous suite wollld come 
out on an elephant to meet the llission. A t  6 in the morning of this day 
(7tl1 Jnly)  we mounted and rode towards the mass of vegetation, looking 
dark towards the south-east. The air nT:ls very clear, so tha t  we could 
easily clistinguisll a t  the distance of 10 miles two golden domes rising 
from a mass of gardens. Tllis was the " M:lzBr," or shrine in wllich, 
according to  local tmclit,ion, lie the bones of the 31 us:~lman legendary 
hero-saint Ali. 'I'llis tl.adition, however, is not only held by the Alusal- 
mans of the Chaliar Viliyat.  Amongst the inhabitants of the Bukllira 
territories, and even of Russian Tnrkistin, pilgrimage to the supposed 
sepulchre of Ali a t  Ri3[;1zir-i-Shalif is very general.* * * * * * * 

Nearer lahe mountains, which apparently rose steeply immediately 
behind 3IazBr-i-Sllarif, were seen more or less considerable villages, and 
in  some placrs the walls surrouncling some of the little places glittered 
in the  snn. One of tliese, situated on one side of the town and due 
south of it, was surrounded by a long and high mall. Ttiis is Takht-i-pul, 
the  focus of Afgh6.n power in the Challir-Vlliyat. The AfghBos riding 
with us spoke enthusiastically of this fortress. According to  them i t  
was quite unassailable. 

I n  the meantime the  town became more and more clearly defined. 
One could all-eacly distinguish 1arg.e detached trees; sorne high houses 
raised their flat roofs above the foliage of the tower and gardens. We 
soon turned off from the well-beaten road to  the  south and wsnt across 
country through the  tielcls. * * * * * Jlt 

Irrigtition canals, in a thick network, covered the fields which were 
chiefly sown with wheat; some of these mere pretty wide and deep. 
Jumping over one of these my horse dropped his hind leg, and I cllmost 
fell into the watvr with him. After this we had to ride under 
the wall of a small fort ; the wall was surrounded by a ditch filled 
with water. From tlie crenelations of the wall, which was 1 7 4  feet 
high in some places, the points of the bayoilets of the  Afghin  sentinels 
peepecl out glittering in  the sun. At  the gates of the fort, situated 
in the sontli-east wall, a guard of several infantry-men saluted the 
Mission on their passinp. CVe soon came out on a very well-beaten, 
hroacl and level roacl, with ditches dug  on both sides of it. 'I'his was 
the main road from Jla-hr-i-Sharif to Tilkht-i-pul and on t o  I3alkh. 
,4i, s few huntlrecl paces from us, nearer the town, the troops were seen 
forrnecl upon both sides of the road. M'hen we approached them, 
two Afgllin notables with t,l~eir escort came to meet 11s at a hand galop. 
One of tht3se was a tall younq man of athletic build ; 11e sat on his 
dapplecl grey /\lab, l<nglisl~ fasll~oo. His dress consisted of n. red uniform 
with p l d  lace, and n red s a ~ h  over his right shoulder. On his head he 
more a gl i t t~rinc.  metal hrlmet with plumes, with a chain untler his lower -. lip, English f:tsuion; a t  111s side hung a rich sword. This horsrman 

The trntlitinn of the clisrovl-1-y of t.he tnmb of Ali can he folind in "Mir Ahdrll 
Karim Boliklltlr.i, Histoire de 1'Asie centrale publie6 traduite e t  annotch par Ch Shefcr. 
Pnricl, 1876, p. 74. . , 



was5 Sardir  Faiz Mullammad KhBn ; he  a t  t h a t  t i q e  cornmantled all the 
troops cjuartered ill the Clrsliir Viliyat. * * * * * * 

His coml,anion mas the eldest son of the Ln'inib-Kernnib Khushdil  - 
IChAn. 

On ridinp u p  to  the  &fission both officials saluted US-the General 
by tal<ing ills lland, and the remaining members by raising the  h;md t o  
the llelmet, at the  same t ime tlie trumpeters sounded on the  t rumpets;  

were heartl, and the  troops cried out a welcome to us. For  
minutes the Mission halted. 'l'hen other signals were heard, 

and the two long. lilies of soldiers posted along the  road moved towards 
tile town. We had to pass by the  different battalions formed on the  
road itself, by regiments ot' cavalry ant1 batteiies of artillery. When 
lve came the first battery i t  fired a salrlte of some guns ;  on 
passing tile sccolld battery tile salute was repeated. Our  horses mere 
a t  first rnucll startled by the unexpected reports of the guns,  which 
were placed only a few paces from them. The General's horse, a present 
f rom the Beg of ShirAhid, reared 1rp and started to  one side. The  
(3eneral oilly just kept his seat by holding 011 to  the mane. Several 
Afghkn soltliers at once tool; hold of the  horse's brid!c and  led the 
frighteaecl anirnal in  this manner the rest of the  way t o  our residence. 
We cont , i~~ued our w:ly along the  front of the troops np  to  the town. 
The  AfghBn officer following close to the Commander-in-Chief on foot 
from time to  t ime called ont a word of command, and the  two lines 
oE soldiers accompanyin,o us on each s i~ l e  of the road now quiclieued 
and now dccre;lsed thelr pace. 13ut here is the tomn. Its narrow 
and dirty streets were cro\vcled with a mass of peoplc, gazing at t h s  
her~tofore unseen " Urus" (I<ussians . All this nrlmrrous crowd at ten-  
tively lookell with the g r e a t e ~ t  cr~~.iositj. a t  the new men. I could read 
nothing b u t  curiosity on their faces; there was not a single tlireaten- 
i n g  gesture; on the contrary, i t  seemed to  me tliat many ~xl)i-essed 
wishes. After several tnrns in the narrow and dir ty  streets we l ~ a c h e d  
the  l l o ~ ~ s e  a~ppointed for us. A jiuartl of ho~iour  met  us a t  the gatcls. 

The general character of this honse was the Samp as t h a t  a t  Kirbhi. 
Tbe same mild quadrangle cliv~cled into several smallel- oaes-the 
loEty walls shut  out tlie inli:kb~tants of this horise from tlie rest of 
the worltl. 'l'lie diffelsence only consisted in this llouse being laqer 
and cleaner than  tha t  at Karslli. The  inner court, which covered 
about & dccygtin (1.35 acres) of groand, nras built wi th  two long 
on the nor t l~  and sor1L11 sides, in \vhich were a g r m t  nulnlier of badly- 
Luilt rooms a,lmost clestitute of furnitnre. 

'l'l1c roofs of the ~ v i n g s  were partJy flat and  partly 
Ru t  wlint pal-ticularly str~lcl; thc cye liern was the amoullt of green 
and sll:ide. A rather I~road " nrilr "' flowed t t l l ro l~gl~  the centre of tllc 
court, sl latl~d by gigantic. cliillars. Untlcr tlle shade of these trees, on 
t l ~ c  very edge of thc (' arili," ;I, raised wall;* \\.it11 a canol,y  as con\t,ruct- 
ccl. This " c1ial)ootrn" \vas spre:ltl wit11 carpcts, and tea, :Inti dessert 
wel-P served in it, immediately on our arrival. I11 t8\lro corners of tile 
collrt, flo\wrs and grass were sec.11. W 11~11 we had disposed on rselves 
on tlrc " cl~aboot~ra" to lake a soack, tlle guard of honour (be!ollgillg, as 



we afterwards ascertained, to  the Amir's guards) presented arms. The 
General then expressed himself vely well pleased with the movements 
of the troops, only remarking that they made two or three motions in tile 
present, which, however, are still used in the English army. 'I'he soldiers 
then marched past, opened their ranks and did the bayonet exercise. 
After this the Commander-in-Chief and son of the Luinab-the Kernnib, 
wishin? the Mission a pleasant rest. left our residence. 

A t  this time Nazirov too rejoined the Mission. H e  was a t  once over- 
whelmed wi111 quesiions relaiive to his journey. He had, however, had no 
adventnres on his journey, and had done the 100 versts (663 miles) 
journey from our halting-ground on the Am6 to the capital in 23 hours. 
Several AfghAn horsemen and one " jigit" belonging t o  tlie Mission 
had accompanied him. On arrival a t  Mazir-i-Sharif he was a t  once 
received by the Lui'nab. 

" H e  is," said Nazirov, " a  tall old man of 60 years of age, of 
athletic build, wit11 an intelligent and energetic face ; he received me on 
his bed, pleading sickness. On receiving the letter given him by me, 
Shirdil KhCn expressed his pleasure a t  the arrival of the Russian 
Mission, and spoke of them as of wished-for guests. To my question 
why the Mission had been kept on the road, he replied that  he had sent 
a communication to the Amir relative to their journey to KCbul, but had 
not yet received his decision on the subject; and that he, the Lui'nib, 
was unable to permit them of his own accord to contin~le their journey 
further than Mazhr-i-Sharif. ' But do not think,' continued he, ' t ha t  
this delay bas been the result of unfriendly feelings towal-ds you on 
the part of the Afghan authorities. Living here you will be con- 
vinced of my good feeling and of that  of all Afghins towards you 
our guests. You will be received with the honour due to the ambassadors 
of the great power of the White Czar. Remain here for a short time 
as my guests 11ntil the decisiot~ of the Amir arrives, which I do not 
doubt i t  soon will do. As regards the fact that  the Mission had to 
halt two days on the hanks of the Am6 in expectation of the arrival of 
a suitable escort to accompany it, this measure was the result of necessity. 
The greater number of Afghbns, I know, joyfully receive their Russian 
guests, but evil persons may be found who wish to do some injury to the 
Hussian Mission, either owing to their own folly or a t  the instigation of 
other people, for whom i t  would be advantageous to embroil the Afgl16ns 
with the Russians. But I, the true servant of the Amfr, my lord and 
master, am under the obligat,ion of presenting to him the Russian em- 
Gassy safe and sound, without the least shadow of cause for displeasure 
on their part.' " 

'I'his is what Nazirov told us. It was impossible not to agree with 
the sensible words of Shirdil Klliin. Especially noticeable was his idea 
tlint persons might be found in Afgh6nistkn to wl~om it would be advan- 
tagco~ls to embroil tlie Afghins with the Russians. It is impossible to 
understand this otherwise than that he meant by tliese " persons " - 
secret spies and agents of the English.* 

Nazirov then said that  Sllirdil Kh6n had himself intended to meet 
the Mission, but had to give up the idea owing to llis illness. Again, 

* We ~ f t c r w n r t l ~  not 111lfr1 quclltlg Ilearcl ~ imi lnr  expresoion~ of f r ~ r  from mRny person0 
conl~rctrtl wit11 the AfgI~hn Glovert~ment. How well f o u ~ ~ d e d  theeo dangere were tlrc render 
will Ibe ronvillced of latcr. 



wit11 regard to  Nazirov's own reception by the Afghins, the greatest 
attention had been observable in everything; nevertheless he always 
found himself under the careful surveillance of a guard of honour. He 
had heard also that a t  the present time there were in  Mazir-i-Sharif 
messengers from the Amir of Bukhira. The next day passed without 
anything remarkable occurring. * * * * * * 

Mossin Kh6n visited the Mission regnlarly every day i n  the moriling, 
a t  mid-day, and in the evening. He generally enquired if the Mission 
were living well, had enough supplies, &c. The charge of the guard of 
honour posted a t  all the entrances and exits of our house was also under 
his care. * * * * * * 

The visit of the Mission to the Lui'nib, fixed for the 25th June (7th 
July), could not take place, as his illness increased day by day. Debir-ul- 
Mulk, however, and the other Afgli6ns expressed no fears as to  the issue 
of his illness; on the contrary, they expressed a hope for his speetly 
recovery. The General offered them my services, but the offer was not 
accepted, as the illness, according t o  tlwir account, was not so dangerous as 
to necessitate a foreign doctor being called in, and of course neither I nor 
the General insisted on my interference. On the 26th June (8th July)  
Khushdil KhLn, the Lui'n6L's son, invited us to the court. Dressed in full 
dress, we mounted and started, accompanied by the Debir, Mossin Klhn,  
and a detachment of the Lui'nib's body-guard. These " guards " were 
dressed in blue cotton uniform and t rows~rs  of the same ; on their heads 
they wore hlunted conical caps with four crescent-shaped, white fur  strips, 
sown on one by one on each side of the helmet. * * * * * * 

The Lliin6b's palace was about 1,000 paces from the house which we 
occupied. A considerable part of this distance was occupied by a clover 
field ; i m m e d i a t ~ l ~  beyond i t  rose the mud wall forming the outer barrier 
of the Lui'niib's residence. W e  rode through t'he broad gates and entered 
a rather large but new garden, which we continued to  ride up until we 
came to a more open space with two large, well-plastered wings; the 
western one consisted of two storeys with a tower on the flat roof; 50 
paces in front of us stood a group of gigantic chinars, fringing a small 
basin filled with clear water, lJncler the shade of these giants a canopy 
was pitched and under this Kemnib Khushdil IChBn awaited us. 

We dismounted and gave our horses to the attendants following 
us, and, accompanied by a dozen Cossacks, went towards the group of 
" chinars" (plane trees). Khlislldil Kh6n came several steps forward to 
meet us, shook hands with all the members of the Mission, and invited us 
to come under the canopy. Under this were placed several arm-chairs 
of rough construction, but these were not enough for all of us. 'Phe 
deficiency was made up, but apparently with some difficulty. The Debir 
sat down with the KemnLb, but Mossiri KhAn continued to  stand a t  a 
respectful distance from us. The day was fine and hot, and there was not 
the least breatli of wind. * * * * * * 

A lively conversation was carried on between the General and Kl~ush-  
dil Khin,  the former occasionally turning to tlic interpreter for assist- 
ance. The remaining members of the Mission who did not know Per- 



sian only took part  in the  conversation by contemplating the persons 
coaversing. Fortunately I sat alongside of Zamin Beg, who translated 
tlie whole conversation for me almost word for word. 

Khnshdil Kllrin illformed us tha t  the illness of tlie Lui'ndb unfortu- 
nately still continued, and that  no amelioration was perceptible. " But:' 
continued lie, " Inshallah, the illness will soon pass off ." According to  
the  native doctors, as Kl)ushdil Khgn informed us, the illness was of such 
a character as iodicated a nine days' sickness. I f  tha t  day (9th day) 
passed mithont any results, then 11 or 144 days. H e  also said that  
in the  event of a happy issue of the illness, the sick man would sweat 
profusely on the appointed day, and after tliat sleep a great deal. " Now, 
however," continuecl the Kemnib, " the  Lui'nib is in  a state of uncon- 
sciousness ancl eats nothing." 

'l'he form of llis illness interested me very milch and I offered my 
services. Tile General again proposecl to  Khushdil KhCn to  arai l  himself 
of m y  visits, but  now, as before, the proposal was not accepted. 

" W e  have good doctors," said Khushdil Khgn, "and they promise to 
put him on llis legs again in a few days." The General, however, express- 
ed to him llis doubts of the  skill of the native doctors, and coiltinned to  
insist on my intervention. " Listen, General sahib," replied Khushdil 
Khfin; " I do not douLt tha t  your doctors Icnow more than ours. But 
nevertheless I consider i t  inexpedient t o  call in your doctor to  my patient, 
and these are the  reasons: our doctors wo111d be offended a t  the  in- 
trusion into their sphere of a foreign doctor, and might altogether refuse 
t o  attend the  sick person further.  Then what should we do when you 
have gone ?" 

'l'he argument put  forward by Khushdil Khin  was a, weighty 
one. The native doctors would not in fact have accepted my fiiendly 
interference, so the General insisted no longer. 

After this the " cl~aic l~i  'J or chli-lthln,') a person who has charge of 
making tea, gave us all cups with an aromatic mixture of green 
tea. One must note here tllat the  A f g l ~ i n s  as well as the BukhArans 
drink almost exclusively green tea. After tea the conversation mas 
renewrcl relative to the impending journey of the Mission to  KLbul. 
Khushdil K h i n  again repeated the assurance that  the Amir Shir Ali 
Kl l in  mould be excessively glad to  see his " Russian guests.>' To this 
he atldecl tha t  the L~iil~rib liimself would probably accompany the Mission 
t o  Kfibul, as his recovery was, according to tlie native cloctors, induli- 
table. According to  the Kemnib, it was necessary for the Lui'nhb to go  
t o  Khbul also upon his own affairs. I l e  had to Eurnisl~ the Aniir with the  

revenue from the ChahAr Vil6yat. 'rhe amount of the taxes which 
tlie L ~ i ' ~ i b  had to take to  the Amir was very considerable. The taxes 
consisted of several thousand horses, 800 camels, and one " lakh" of 
ruppes. The trustworthiness of these figures, however, is open to some 
doubt.* 

Wishing the  LuinPb a quick recovery, me took leave of Khushdil Kh6n 
and returned by the same route to our sun-b;~ketl mud quadra,ngle. After 
this visit the Rlission remained awaiting news from Kibul.  W e  even 
tried to  calculate wliere the post messenger might be at a given time, 

* I ~fterwartl3 nscertsined fl-o~n trustworthy persolis that the whole amount of the 
revenue p:~id to the Amir by the polmlation of Algl~Qnist&u-Turkisthn, including the expenre 
of the local administretion, a~llountrtd to R36,00,000. 



guided by the following data  : T h e  Afgh lns  assured us  t h a t  t h e  
" chappar" (mounted post) could do the  distance from Mazir-i-Sharif t o  
Khbul, about 550 versts (366$ miles), i n  three days. 'l'hree days there 
and three back, and  we calculated on perhaps two days at Kibul-this 
mould be eight days. Six days had now ~ a s s e d  since the  report of the  
arrival of the Russian Mission had been sent  by  Shirdil K h i n ,  so i t  was 
evident we shor~ld have to  wait. another two days. O u r  calculations, 
however, proved inaccurate, as we had to  wait ten whole days in  our 

mud palace " under a guard of honour. 
The  t ime somehow; sitting listlessly in our walled-in qond- 

rnngle became wearisome. From the  terrace-like roofs, on which one 
could conveniently walk, a view opened out over the town and surrounding 
locality. Around our residence extended a vast island of vegetation, 
abor~nding in trees. Amongst the thick growth of t he  gardens were 
seen tlie dome-shaped and flat roofs of the  houses. The  wllole town 
looked like a large apiary with beehives standing up in i t .  To the sonth, 
about 20 versts ( 1 Y S  miles) off, commenced the  steep bluffs of the Paro- 
pamisus, which divides into two branclies in the meridian of Balkli. The  
dark-grey masses of rock, piled olle over the  otlrer, loftily raise their 
peaks, hut nevertheless do not reach the line of eternal snow. O n  the  
north-east and in  part  on the west, the unbounded Tur in ian  desert 
surrounded the tow11 with i ts  deadly etnlwace 

I and several other members of the Alission much wished to  g o  
through t11e tomn and its environs. The  town especially interested me, a s  
it \vas tlie first .4 f~ l ihn  town which I had seeu. A mass of qnestions 
referring to it required t o  be practically settled. I t  wonld liavc I)c.cn in- 
terwting to  visit the bazars, markers, scllools, alld 1)arracl;s here, hut  his 
wish was not destined to be fulfillecl. 'I'he Getlernl nrollltl not conscilt to 
our walking in  the tomn, fearinw the fanaticism of the l m l ~ i l : ~ t i o ~ ~  \vllich r' might  be generally excited against 15uropeans \vlloever they l ~ r i ~ l l t  L?. 
The D~tbir  and Mossin I<hin confit.med the G(3ncral's ol,inioii, so we all sa t  
listlessly the whole t ime b ~ t w e e n  the four walls. The  29th J n n e  (9 th  
July) was a day of surprise for us, a,ud moreover a snrl,risc of a very 
unpleasant cl~,zl.ncter; on this day  tlre 1,uinib Shirdil 1<11511 dicd. I s a y  
" surl3rise " because the ~ f ~ l ~ L n s ' ~ : ~ l - e ~ ~ l l , ~  concealed froin us t l ~  L~ i iu jb ' s  
d n n ~ e r o n s  conditiotr of 11ealtll; 011 tllt: coiitrnl.~~, tlley constantly assnred us 
of 111s ra,pitl rccovc1.y from sicl;ncss. " I11 two or three clays the T,r1inLb 
would have the  l)lensnre of accotnpanying our guests to  ~6Lu1,"  said they  
the evening Lcfore his death. 

3C * * * * * 
T l ~ c  Debir said t,lint even if the ~e rmis s ion  of the  Amir for  our fur ther  

jonrncy were ~Seccived from S l ~ i r  Ali IihQn, we sllould still have to  wait  
some t1a.y~ at, Rf  :izrir-i-Slial-if 1111 ti1 tlle nppointmcn t of :tnot,l~er Lui'nLb. 
T1ir.y also said that on tllc drat11 of a Ll l inib all his prop(>t.ty was senlrd 
up  a.nd sent to tlre Amir's trrnsnry. If the Amir thinlis f i t ,  he gives tlle 
p r o p ~ r t y  to the 1icil.s of t hc  Llli'llQb, Lut perhaps lle may not do so, i n  
whir:L cnsc the rnca,ns of liv~lilioo(l of ilic herenvcd farnily are very 
straitr~n(v1, nnloss the A mir gives the sons of the dccrasrcl leatling posts 
ill the a(lrninistn1tiot1 of tlie district. Thcre uTpre wcltoned t o  be many 
candidates for tlre post of Lui'nab, amongst them t h e  eldest son of tlie late 
one, Kemnrih Khuslldil K h l n .  * St it * * * 



W e  continued to lead our monotonous life between four walls. The 
former harem was changed, as i t  were, into a monastery. 

W e  had m ~ ~ c h  spare or rather idle time on our hands. During these 
days I read through Gregoriev's KLbulist6n and Kifiristbn and Burnes' 
KQbul from beginning t o  end, and even tried to  read Alexander of 
Macedon's campaigns in the French translation. But this was not enough. 
I wrote down from the General's dictation many Persian words and 
learnt them by heart;  the General had besides a Persian grammar with 
French text, and I set to work a t  this. Soon, however, my attention was 
turned into another channel. The natives with various diseases commenced 
t o  come to  me, and I refused no one my most strenuous aid. I was only 
sorry that  there were cases in which, with all my desire, I could do 
nothing. I n  this category were the following cases. They brought me 
a young man of 23, suffering from pgteumonia catarralis chronica. The 
sick man was a nephew of the late Lui'nib. It is evident that  my position 
was a very ticklish one in this case. It was necessary, a t  any cost, to 
show the difference between a native sorcerer (quack) and a European 
doctor. On the curing of this sick man depended my reputation amongst 
the natives. The subject, however, who was to serve as the crucial test 
was not a t  all a suitable one. It will be understood that in this case it 
was necessary to  cause a salutary effect, even though a temporary one, 
eo I brought into play all the artillery of the pharmacopceia used in such 
cases. Then I advised the young man to change his place of residence. 
I n  the spurs of the Paropamisus might be found some rather elevated 
valley with a sufficiently equable climate. Moreover, i t  was easy enough to 
advise, but not by any means so easy to make t11e sick man and his 
relations understand what he ought to do,-what sort of place he should 
select ; for they had no knowledge of the me:~suremenC of height by feet, or 
of temperature by degrees of the thermometer. I n  changing his residence 
too the patient must drink "kumis," but it appeared that the respected 
sons of Afghinistin have no knowledge of it. 

"Do not a number of Uzbaks live in your country," asked I, 
'' especially in the Chahrir Vilriyat? Perhaps the Afghins do not know 
tha t  the Uzbaks prepare " kumis 1 " 

To this qnestion I received a negative and in addition a contemptuous 
remark al,out the Uzbaks. 

Nevertheless I advised them to avail themselves of the service of an 
Uzbak who knew something about it, but I do not know whether my 
advice was taken or not. IJrohably not, if one considers the unlimited 
hatred of the Uzhnk for the Afgllhn on the one side, and the extreme 
contempt and oppression of the Uzbaks by the Afgliins on the other. 

After this many other sick persons, both of the ruling Afglhns and the 
Uzbaks, came t o  me. Altogether about 100 men came to mc during the 
stay of the Mission in Mazlr-i-Bharif. Bu t  this was not the whole 
number of sick who wished to avail themselves of the aid of the " doctor 
sahib," even though he were a " Kafir." I afterwards ascertained that  
the Afghin p a r d ,  who carefully watched all the entratlces and exits of 
our palace," would not permit many sick to come to me. 

Amongst the sick, fevere prevailed over all other forms of sickness. 
Of the type of fevers I will speak below when I mention the sick of the 
Mission itself. There were also cases of other kinds of sickness. Thne 
they M u g h t  me a little girl of Y years of age with a gangrenous sore on 



her neck. This Wacs "Noma," developed in t,he child after small-pox. This 
was, however, the only case of small-pox noticed by me in  Afghinisthn, 
alt,hougl~ 1 knew that in 1877-78 a severe small-pox epidemic had occurred 
in Central Asia. They also brought me a boy of 8 with a terrible sore on 
the knee joint. The injury was so large and deep that  the cartilage of 
the right condyle of the left thigh was laid completely bare and you 
could feel it with your fingers. 'l'his was also a case of constit;utional 
syphilis after fever. Diseases of the eye were almost as frequent. I 
mill not, however, here give the forms of disease met with by me in this 
town. I will spea,k of them in another place. * * * * * * 

On the 1st July ( 1  3th) the General became ill. His  illness began 
with a feverish chill; the temperature under his armpit was about 102.2" F. 
The type of fever was daily with remissions (lesseningj in the mornings. 
He wa,s sick for three days. 

At this same time the Cossaclcs began to  get  sick. Some of them 
had very severe attacks of fever, with great vomiting, delirium, and even 
co~lvulsive contraction of the extremities. U p  to the 6th (18th) July, 
18 out of 4.8 persons in the Mission got, sick. The prevailing type of 
fever appeared to me an original one, a.nd up to this time I had never 
before observed it. Here are some examples of the temperature of the 
sick observed day by day a t  certain fixed hours :- 

Cossack Railonosov- 
Day of illness. Morning Evening 

from 8 to 10. from 4 to 6. 
1st day . . 101.48 103.98 
2r.d ,, . 1O2.8 1049 
3rd ,, . 102'2 104.9 
4th ,, 97'7 98% . 

This example shows that the feverish condition lasted three days, with 
considerable lowering of temperature in the mornings. 'l'his is the 
~ imple  form of " fcbl.1~ continua quotidians," or daily continuous fever. 
Here is an example which gives lowering of temperature in the mornings 
every 01,11er day :- 

Cossack Kuznetzov- 
Dny of sickness. Morning. Evc~~ ing .  

Snrnc llours as hrfore. 
I st day e . 103.82 1049 
2nd ,, 97.7 104.54 
3rd ,, . 100.4 108.03 
4th ,, 98.6 100'4 
6th ,, 97.7 98'6 

This type of fever I call daily remittent fever (febris quotilliana 
remitcns). I give another example of this type :- 

Cossack Fofanov- 
Dny of sicknese. Mor~iil~g. Evening. 

Snme llours as before. 
1st) day . . . 103.1 104'18 
2nd ,, 98.24 101,3 
3rd ,, 99 -6 100.76 
4th ,, 98'6 99 14 

These two types were the prevailing ones observed by me. The 
oimple form of intermittent Eever every third day was also met with by me, 



bu t  there were only 6 cases ou t  of the  213 amongst  the Mission. The 
highest  temperature was 106.16 under t he  armpit, but  this  was only 
observed by  m e  once in  a case of triurnal intermittent fever. Knowing 
beforehand, from the  accounts of other persons, tllat I sliould have to deal 
with tlie cc1ebrntc.d 13alkh fevers on this mute,  I had to turn m y  special 
attention t o  t he  hygienic surronndings of places at whicll we made our 
halts. Here i n  hlazgr-i-Sllarif too I kept to  my programme, arid the 
quaclrangle mas kept as clean as possible. * * * * * * 

Notwithstanding these measures t he  men began t o  sicken, and every 
day there were fresh sick. It was impossible to  explain it otherwise than 
by. admit t ing the  existence in  these parts of endemic malaria, which, pre- 
v a ~ l i n g  in  the town, necessarily produced i t s  effect also on our quadrangle. 
1 will afterwards review this  question in  detail, and will now contillue 
m y  chronicle of events. 

VCThen the sickness of the persons composing the Mission attained a 
certain proportion, I adviseci the  General t o  take the  Mission out of t he  
town on t o  the open steppe, bu t  m y  proposition was not accepted. The  
General did not think i t  advisable to  carry out my suggestion, hut why 
he did not explain ; I can only presume i t  \\-as on the strength of a falsely 
conceived delicacy relative t o  the  Afghfins t l ~ a t  he tlius allowed the  
sickness of the melnbers of the  Mission and attendants to  increase amid 
t h e  miasma of the town. I t  mus t  be remai.ked generally that  the  
General did not  show independence in his relations with the Afghins.  

As a n  instance of the  General giving in to  this falsely conceived 
delicacy r \  hich I allude to ,  I can adduce the  following :- 

From the  date of the first arrival of the Mission in AfghQn territory 
it bad  been obliged t o  receive its means of sul,sistence from the AfRllkn 

l'hls continued all the t ime we were a t  1Maz;ir-i-Sl~arif. 
Everytll ing necessary for the  table of the Mission was sent by the  
authorities, a n d  they generally sent ready-preparecl dislles. I have 
notlling t o  say against the nouri\hing qualities and quantity of the dishes 
of AfghSn cookery, b u t  tlie method of preparing them was not always in  
accordance with Hnssian tastes, llowever well tile food might be prepared. 
Even the excellent pilau one might  gc t  tired of when vaten daily. ,-\fter 
a few days one cool(1 see t l~at  the  menlbers of the Mission 11ardly tourlled 
the  dis1les. T t  seems to  me tha t  i t  woulcl have b ~ e n  quite natural t o  

a Russian kltcllcn and prepare Hrlssian cookery from the materials 
supplied by thc  AfgliQnc. This coultl have been all the easier t h a t  tlie 
Mission had at i ts disposal two toleral~le cooks, a camp cooking range, and 
every for tlie purpose. 'I lie matter, however, did not seem so 
simple, for in t l ~ e  General's opinion t o  make a Kussian kitclleri would be 
unadvisable, because " the  AfghQns might  be offended hg our thus, as i t  
were, disliking (being squeamish about) tlicir h~.eacl and s:~lt." 

In our resiclence there was very little furniture ; not a single chair, 
for the Afghrins do not  use them a t  all. W e  had our camp furniture, and 
we might, and i t  appears t o  me ought to, have used ~ t .  I t  lay, however, 
unpacked i n  the because in  the General's opinion i t  woultl not 
have been delicate to  use this furniture under t he  present circumstances. 
"This might excite the  ' amour propre ' of the AfghBns by bringing 
their poverty out in relief," explained the General. 



On the 3rd J u l y  I also became ill of fever, succumbing t o  the  general 
. fate. 

O n  the 4 th  J u l y  i t  was announced t h a t  the eagvrly expected deci- 
sion of Shi r  Ali Kh6n hacl heen just receivc.cl, and we now also ascertained 
tha t  Kliuslldil Kh in ,  the son of the  late Lui'l~ab, had been ap1,ointed 
Lui'nQb. 

On the 5 th  J u l y  we a p i n  rode to  the conrt of tlie L~iinih. Khnsh- 
dil IChin receivecl us on the same platform, n i~de r  the cllinars, mitli the  
same bright  sunshine as on the former occasion. H e  now appeared more 
dignified than  before. H e  entertained us wit11 a concert, pelformed b y  
his orcliestre of natives-very tolerable music. Loud-toned ins t run~ents  
and the Turkish drum greatly predominated. On  this day  I again had 
an at,tack of fever, notwithstanding t h a t  1 had taken a large amount  of 
quinine as a precaution. 



CHAPTER V. 

Starting on our road-Afgh4n Artillery-Guri-Mar-The Ab-dig pnse-Naiblbrirl-Our 
drly'a mrlrch-Gr~rm-sir - A~~cient  Khulm (TQsh-kbrgb)-Tlle g:~tes of thc Hindu 
K6sli-Afph4n discipline-l'osition of the Mission-Vorontzov and Co.'s match-- 
Short historical R I I ~  geographical sketch of tlie valley of the Am6-European tri~vellere 
in it. 

On the 6th July (18th) a t  6 A.M. the Mission left MazLr-i-Sharif 
i n  the direction of KBbul. Debir-ul-Mulk and Mossin Khin were again 
told OR to accompany it en route. W e  lhus finally moved on after a 
fortnight's halt. W e  had t o  ride for a long time through the narrow 
and dirt,y streets of the town. I n  one place the street was so narrow 
that  two horsemen could not ride abreast, consequently we went single 
file. After a short time we came out into a broader and straighter 
street running due east, a t  which me were pleasantly surprised. The 
street was very regularly paved with round stones and the paving ex- 
tended the whole breadth of the street, which was 15 saje'nes ( 1  05 feet) 
wide. A t  the corner of the bazar coming out on this street the new 
Luinib joined us with his suite. On  both sides of the street, and also in 
front and behind us, ranks of Afghiin soldiers marched. 

An officer on foot, apparently an artilleryman, walked by the Lui'nib 
and commanded the escort. He  walked with his hand on the croup of 
the horse upon which tlie Lui'nib rode. 

On botli sides of the street rows of inquisitive inhabitants appeared ; 
they were not, liowever, so thick as on the entrance of the Mission into the 
town. When the Lui'nib was passing the people stootl up, put their hands 
to their foreheads, and saluted military fashion, muttering somethi~~g,  hut  
sometimes calling out loud the phrase "Us-salam aleikum." The 
Lui'nib courteously towed to each side in acknowledgment of the 
salutations. The roofs of the houses presented a rather original spectacle 
on this occasion; white awkward-looking figures stood on them in 
groups or alone. Tliese were tlie most iuquisitive portion of the human 
race-the daughters of Eve. But, good heavens ! what dresses they were 
clothed in ! L o n g  white "chadars," exactly like shrouds, covered them 
closely from head to foot. * * * * * * 

Here we are a t  the "Kibu l  gates," rising rather high above the 
remnants of wall which once surrounded the town. Now tlie town has 
not got a general wall round it, but on the north-east side is a fort 
armed with guns. Between this fort and the Lui'nib's palace is the 
town bazar. 

Beyond the gates the locality became quite open. To the right, in 
the direction of the hills, was a newly laid out park, consisting chiefly of 
poplar treee. 



There is no doubt that this young wood bas been very Ia tdy plan@, 
the trees are very young. Some irrigation channels intersect the  

park in various directions, dividing it into several large portiolls. 
On the left side of the road, opposite the plantation, the Afghdn 

troops were drawn up. As soon as we approached them, firing com- 
menced from the guns, one after the other. When the firing ceased the  
guns limbeled up and advanced a t  full gallop, then when a few ~ a r d s  
from us they wheeled to the ri%llt and continued on parallel to the road. It 
was a fine siFht to see the fiery llorses put  into a gallop and cnl*rying the 
guns along like a whirlwind. The General exl~ressed a wish to  inspect the 
guns, and in consequence accompanied by the Colonel be went towards 
them at a sharp gallop and I followed them a t  a trot, as I also wished to 
see the guns and was weak from fever. W e  saw guns of two kinds of 
different calibre. Two of the guns, out of the eight there, were steel 
rifled, and, as the Colonel said, of a calibre equal to the 4-pr. These guns 
were breech-loaders; the breech was closed by a breech block having the 
shape of a parallelogram. According to the Colonel the construction of 
these guns was very imperfect. " I would not risk taking them into 
action, " he observed. 

The Luiniib said, and with evident pride, that  t h ~ s e  guns were made a t  
KBbul in the Amir's own arsenal. At this remark the Colonel observed 
that this mas very probable, as the Engllsh do not make such indifferent 
guns. Of course he made this remark in his mother-tongue, which was 
as intelligible to the Afghins as Chinese grammar. 

The other guns were copper* smooth-bore guns, muzzle-loaders. 
Their calibre corresponded about with that  of our 9-prs. The (:olonel 
expressed a better opinion on these than on the first, and traced them 
in a direct line to English workmen and English arsenals. I did not 
then notice if they were stamped or not, but the Lui'nLb said that  they 
had been given to the Amir at some time by the 1l:nglish. After 
this flying inspection of the AfghLn field artillery we again moved 
forward. When we reached the last line of troops the Lui'nib wished 
us a prosperous journey, bade as farewell, and returned back to his 
capital, Mazir-i-Sharif. The Debir, Mossin KhS u, and :I respectable 
Afghan escort remained with us. 'l'l~is escort consisted of 300 horse and 
200 foot. 

'lllle road along which we continued our route ran due east from 
the town. It was very well levelled and had the appearance of being 
paved, but i t  was only " tohe appearance." The road was about 70 feet 
wide, with ditches on both sides, but a t  this time of year witllout 
water. Here and there along the edges of the ditches were some very 
thin willow bushes, and beyond them was seen our old friend the 
steppe extending far and wide. Some wretched stumps of grass burnt 
up by the sun covered the face of the steppe like a stubbly brush. 

A t  a few versts from Mazsr-i-Sharif we had to cross a bridge, 
thrown over a rather broad " arik." This bridge is called Sar-i-pul, 
which means thc " bridge-head." Judging from its name one would 
have imagined that. some fortification existed here defending the bridge, 
but instead of a fortification a wretched hovel exists on the bridge in 
which there is a mill. After this, throughout the whole length of the 



day's journey the  " arik " extended along on our left  for  a distahce 
of about  I6 versts (10: miles). -4t this  distance from Mazir-i-Sharif .  
is the point of Gur- i - J I i r  (1)arra-i-Mar), the valley of si~akes. Gur-i- 
&L&r is a group of 11;11F-ruincd houses, and a vpry snlall group too. A 
very large barrack fillecl with Afgl l in  soldiers tlleu strikes tllr eye. 

A large Indian tent,  ready pitt*hecl, here awaited the JhLission. This 
mas very convenient. JJTeakenecl by the  previous evening's attack of 
fever, I was so ~ v e a r i ~ t l  dur ing  the  march t h a t  immediately on reach- 
i n g  the  11:~lting-ground I threw myself on the  carpet and slept like a log. 

+ * * * * + 
On the follomiug day  me again started very early. O n   his day 

me had to  make a much longer march than  on the  previous one. F1-om 
(fur- i -J l i r  to  N;~ibiGiitl, the  plibce tixed on for our halt, was reckoned 
about  2 5  versts ( I G 3  miles). Tlie first 7 or 8 versts (4-2 to  59 miles) 
runs over soEt steppe grouncl, bu t  afterwards a gentle ascent commences 
t o  the  Ab-dlig ])ass. This  pass will be found shown on all maps. 
B u t  i t  is not  really :L ])ass a t  all, bu t  a sericns of small l~illocks almost 
parallel t o  each other, tlirougll which the road lies. 'Ihis range of 
hillocks occnpies a belt about 10 versts (63 miles) broad. They com- 
mence from the steeply rising northern spurs of the Paroparnisus, 
approximately half may between Mazar-i-Sharif and I<llulm (Tish-  
KGrgAo). '1 his belt of low hills extends nortliwards almost to the 
Amu. Along the road, which passes from one 11illock on to  the other 
a n d  t lesc~nds from one ravine to another, in some places t.liickly strewn 
with pebbles ancl cobble stones, are placed three forts, or more accurately 
katch-towers.  In tlie central tower, standing on almost the  Iligliest 
hillock, there is a well of such good quality t h a t  the pass itself has  
received i t s  name from it.* 

W h a t  were these towers for ? The  Afgh ins  call them '' kilah," 
or forts. They explained to  me t h a t  the existence of these towers was 
o n i n g  to  t he  necessity of protecting travellers passing tlil.ough this  
pass, as i n  former times robbery I\ as very freqnen t I l ~ r e .  

It is here seasor~zlb~e l o  I * P I ~ : I ~ ~ C  on tlie iuaccul.acies which have crrpt  
in to  the map  of the Ttirki-tin military district, cornpil~d by tile 
Turkist6n Topographical I Jepartment. On tliis map (issue of 1 S i 7)  
two roatls are shown thl.oug11 the  transve~a~e ranges just crossed by 
us, one through tlre Ah-tlfig pass to Afznlnbbl, antl thc other to  Gnr-i-  
M i r  Nall):ih&l, t u r ~ l i n g  the  pas.; on the north.  'I'llis is where tlie 
mista\;e is. The  rontl t h r o ~ i q h  Gur-i-Miir and N:~i t~Bhid is the only one, 
anti runs ilrrol~g-11 Gnr-i-Mar to  t l ~ e  Ah-tl6g 1)ass ancl then descends 
t o  Nnil)&b&l. Of the village of Afza1ril)itl 1 hcalstl nothing. It may 

Le tha t  N:~i l i l )ad  is sometimes calletl Afzsli1)id. 
B u t  here is NaibQ1)A.d. W e  were located in  t l ~ e  court of a large 

barmck. I n  the centre of the court was a Inrgc reservoir of water, 
a stream of water flowing out of a S ~ O I I P  sllo~lt. 'I 11e basin w i ~ s  

lined rvith stone. On  the west antl east sides of the  court were planted 
rows of trees. 

The  corlrt was well W A ~ C I . P ~ ,  ant1 round thp 1)nsin mere p i t c h ~ d  
several tents, amongst wllicll t11;~t intrndetl 101. tllc Miusio~l rose aljove 

* " Ab-dGg " is  n o t h i l ~ ~  1,11t w : ~ t ~ - r  111ixl .d \ \ . i t11  ('11r11 :111d $1 1 1 c > j ,  II V C ' I . ~  pltfi:~snnt, 
cooling drink, inucl~ uscd i l l  A\ gl~i~~istiill. 



the others. Tliis one was placed a t  the very edge of tlie basin and 
its sides were raised up. Tlie floor a s  usual mas spread wit11 c a r p ~ t s  
nncl felts. I t s  double conical top yave sr~tFicirllt protection from the 
bornin.. vertical rays of t,lie son. 1 always l i i ~ l  a greater liking for this  
tt.tlt t)lan for the " p l a c e s  " of the Central Asian rulers. Some pyl-a- 
mida l -s l~ ;~~ecl  tents, pitclictl n little \vay off, were ititended for t he  Cossacl<s 
and ser\rants. The  Lhbir, Mossiu Kl i in ,  and their saite were located in 
a nei:libouriog court. 

Ollr tr:Lvelling day  henceforward usually passed with few except'on 
in the following manner. The  Debir with the Mission went  straigllt  
from to  our tent, illto whicli he invitecl us to  enter. W e  
enter all si t  do\vu, ic In , I I T L . F I L ~ I ~ ~ ~ I / ,  C~OSS-legged, for  furniture in  t he  
tent  tllere is none. Tlie C116i-khBn a t  onre comes in,  brings and  makes 
tea;  breakfa3t too appears at once, consisting of milli, cream, " mast"  
(a, pa~.ticular kind of preparation of sour milli), bread and eggs. The 
Dc.bir a11d Mossin ICliiiu driulr tea apart  from u.; from their o\vii cup, a n d  
eat  the same food as  \17e do froni tlle general dish. lit breakfast 1111- 

import;lnt conversatioll about the marc11 just done, tlre lio~.ses, yesterday's 
nlsrch, kc . ,  passes. After brealifast tlie Debir gets  n p  wi th  the words 
" General Sahib, Il/nLf a.sf i \ fa~.Zl lnC L U I - ~ U ? L  " (it is t ime to  rest). 

H e  then leaves the  i\Ii.sion and goes out. M o ~ s i n  Kl i in  also 
rises and goes out, or else re~nains  for some time and continues cbnttioq 
with the Geucl.al i n  IJersian. B u t  in going t o  his own ten t  he never 
f o ~ g e t s  to persot~ally visit tlie scnti~ies ant1 satisfy llimself t h a t  they 
are  all in  their places, ant1 woe to him whom lie ol~serves wrong! MTe 
dine a t  :i to J in  tlie afternoon, and  sometimes later. \Ire dine alone. 
The Del)ir does not appear until evening, w l ~ e n  Ire generally comes again 
to  visit tlic Alission, drinl<s afternoon tea wit11 IIS, and  sits with us  
for  nsunlly about two hours. I must say tha t  the 1)ebir soon acquired 
the  sympatliy of the  niembers of the hIission generally. One  canriot 
say the same of Af llshin ICl16.n. No twi t l i s t a~ id i l l~  the puuctnalit,y 11 it11 
wl~ich  h r  fulfilled t h ~  duties entrustecl to him, and  his care for the 
Rlis;io~l,-iiotwill~sts~ltling his unc~:ls ing watch over 0~11. safety,-he lost 
more s r ~ d  more tlie good opi~lion of the members of the rllission, with 
o11e important exception, llo\\ever-the commandel. of tlie Missioll 
was appa~'t>n tly much pleased with him. * * * * * * 

T l ~ e  moderate t e m p e r ~ ~ t u r e  of tlie morning mas succeeded by a hot 
' ,) day.  Tn tlic afternoon tlic SO-called '' gal-m-sir came 011 in frill force. 

r Illis 7 is wll:lt this phenom )non cotlsists iu After sevoral days of 1)erfect 
I 1  calm n rnode~.ate west, witid c ~ ~ n ~ r n e t ~ c ~ s  to blow. l l ~ e  longer i t  blows 

the Ilottcr i t   PI s. A t  l : ~ + t  tlie heat reaches F I I C * ~ ~  a pi I C ~  tha t  it seems 
a.; if you \\ere in a heated stove. 'l'lie wind actn:~lly burns yoti with 
i ts y 1 s t  Woe t,o the tl.avcllcr if this mi~lcl commences in  t he  
sand), tlcsert ! IIere, besidcs tllc tcrrible lieat, he will also have to  
fight with clonds of the lirlrst hc.ated sand, borne along by tlie wind. 
Tllis s:lu(l pc1nctratcs ev~t.,ymllere ; t l ~ e r e  is no saving oneself from it,- 
eyes, cars, mo11t11, nose, all become fillet1 with heated saltisll* sand. It 
1)ecomcs dillicult to breathe ; tlle lleat reaches n maximum. lllle dusty 
gloom envelopes the  traveller and forces him to  abandon fur ther  

* Central ~ e ' a n  deserts nrc in innny cnaes dried 11p enlt-liclrs. 



attempts t o  continue his way. I n  this form the " p rm-s i r  " is calletl 
" tab-bad." 

I n  the present instance we were in an excellent tent giving capital 
shade. The place mas pretty well slleltered fro111 the mind by the 
walls of the court and by the trees. Finally, the most important point 
of all, there was plenty of water. 

Nevertheless the temperature in the shade of our tents a t  1 in the 
day reached 11 O h 0 ,  and a t  3 P M. 11 lzO. What  must the temperature 
have been in the open on the steppe? I am afraid to make any guess 
a t  it. Mpn overtaken by this " blast of death" in the desert rarely 
survive ; and even in the villages and towns there are cases of death 
from it, as Mossin Khiin told me. These winds prevail in the Chahir 
Vil iyat  from the micldle of June to  the rniddle of August. Similar 
winds are also observed in Russian Turlzistiin. The town of Khojand 
suffers severely from them for a certain period annually, and they 
are also felt even a t  Kokin and TBshiCand. I have not mentioned the 
Cis-Amfi localities, as there they form a common feature. I n  the 
Cliahir Vilayat these winds blow for two or three days together, rarely 
more ; sometimes they only continue for a few hours, but frequently 
recur.* 

" How are you, doctor ?" said the General, turning to me. 
" Not  much better," replied I. " For the effect of the quinine malree 

itcrelf very little felt." 
The topographer laid down his route, looking a t  the thermometer 

every hour. Owing to my great weakness from fever, I could not take 
the temperature. I tossed on the carpet from side to side, for in  my 
weak state this high temperature produced a suffocating effect upon me. 
M y  mouth was dried up;  i t  was difficult to breathe ; m!, head was like 
lead. I drank iced water with extract of cranberry (?) almost every 
moment. It was not 1 alone who suffered so much. The sick Cossaclzs 
were not in  a better plight than I was, but they did not complain of 
their sufferings so loudly and pusillanimously as I did ; they only lay 
there and drank iced water. At  7 P.M. the temperature had fallen to 9 5 O ,  
and now one could breathe freely. What  a difference a full of 17 degrees 
does make. * * * * * * 

I n  order to  avoid the heat of a march by day our departure was fixed 
for 2 A.M. It wa,s calculated that we sllould reach TBsh-Khrgin (Khulm) 
early in the morning. * ic * * * * 

A t  2 A.M. the trumpet sounded-the usual signal now for our start. 
Notwithstanding that it was night, the temperat111.e was pretty high. 

A light breeze mas blowing from the mountains, but i t  only gave us 
heated air. 'l'he stmospllrre gen~ra l ly  reminded one a t  this time of a 
Russian steam-bat,h. One could have ridden not only without  one'^ 
upper coat but without one's linen. I only had on a silk shirt, but still 
was all in a sweat. We rode very slowly. Twice on the road we came 
across " Chappar-khina" (post stations). 

It ie noticeable that English trrvcllers in the Amfi vnlley do not even mention t.1iis 
wind, tind it i~ only 1,ieutenant Irvine, in hi8 "Memoir8 of AfghdnistBn," who snyu tinat theue 
hot winds are known it) Buklirirn (Jour11:il of Aeintic Society, I jeng~l ,  Vol. VIII, p. 
786). Nevertheleer even Roy Uonzelea de Clnvicho spenke of this phenomel~on. 



About 6 in the morning we commenced to ride through ruins scattered 
over several square versts These were the ruins of Kllulm proper, which 
formed, about two centuries ago, a rather popnlous city.* 'the Luildings 
were well preserved. They are almost all of the "yurt" shape, built of 
unburnt bricks. However, the village is not completely deserted. I saw 
some "stone yurts," as I call tliese houses, inhabited. 

From the ruins of Khulm to  'l'ish-Kurgiin i t  is reckoned to be about 
8 versts (54 miles). Tlie road gradually approaches t'he hills, and a t  the 
town itself is quite close to them. l%r several versts before reaching the 
town tlie road is strewn vrit11 fine and coarse pebbles. A rather large 
6 6  arik'~ (irrivation channel 1 extends along the north side of the road, irri- 
gating the zelds around, from ahich the grain (wheat) at this time had 
Leen,already cut. 

A t  5 versts from the town a rather strong south wind com- 
menced to be felt. This was not the hot wind of the desert wl~ich 
had suffocated us with its burning blast for a whole 24 hours; it was 
a, pretty fresh hill breeze blowing from the Khulm delile which we 
saw due south of us. When we rode into the town, the chief part 
of which was situated on the north of this defile, the wind attained 
considerable force. 'Phis wind, with small variations in its strength, 
Oenerally blows here every day up to 11 or 12 o'clock. After 12 it 
p. 
s ~ n k s  entirely. Before entering the town+ we had t o  ride for several 
hundred saj6nes through a cemetery. The enormous number of graves 
scattered over several square versts bears witness to the considerable 
mortality in the town here, and perhaps also to  the antiquity of its 
population. * * * * * * 

Here we are in  the open space embracing the city on three sides in a 
crescent ; on the fourth side, wiz., tlie west, ~t is Ilemmed in by the ceme- 
tery. On the eastern side of the open area, on the other side of the 
Khulm stream, which is here 20 ssj6nes (140 feet) \vide and several feet 
deep, rises the citadel of the town " Kurg6n." 'l'liis is really T6sh-Icnr- 
6611 (the stone fort, literally translated), because the chief tower (castle) 
of the citadel is a natural fortification, and consists of a rock about 15 
saj6nes (105 Eect) high. Aloilgside of this rock are placed the barracks 
and other buildings in which the local troops live. The \vhole is sur- 
rountl~d by a rather high mild mall attached to the castle. '1 hey told us  
that there were two '' p~1ta .n~ ' '  (regiments) of infantry with several gulls 
in it. These battalions were then marching about the open before our 
eyths. Tlie marching was probably arranged by 611e local authorit,i~s 
in order to produce a greatcr impression of the Afgh6n power. 

We were located in the Lai'niib's garden side by side with the cemc- 
k r y  ant1 a fresh gravc scarcely covered wit11 earth. 

Su(.li a situation dill not greatly please as, but there was nothing to 
be done. I n  the centre of the gardrn is tlie palace of the L111r;il). ~t 
consists of a square tlirce-storrycd brlilding with an inncr court n~adc  illto a 

* See Mnnrrrnft's arcn1111t of this city. 
t Who ~ I I O \ V R  t , h ~ t  t l ~ i ~  lnny not he t110 ' d n r n o ~  of A l h n ,  ono of the two l o r g e ~ t ,  citiPa 

e ~ ~ n q u ~ ~ r r t l  I)y A l ~ ~ x : t n ~ l t ~ r  of M~~cct lar l  when lie ularchod tlirougk tho I~rtlil~u C ' U U ~ I I ~ ~ ~ . ~  
'A i , l i i c r~~ou 'A~joficrat~, V V I .  111, 1,. 29. 



flower garden. On the  top of the roof is a watch tower, from which a view 
is obtained over the town and surrounding country. Due south gaped 
a black cleft in the precipitous range of hills. This was the defile of 
Khulm. To the east and north extended thick gardens (orchards) and 
empty'fields. The Amh-Daryalies 20 versts (134 miles) to the north of 
the town. The rooms of this palace were made and divided with as 
little ingenuity as a t  Maz6r-i-Sharif. A poor kind of landscape, consisting 
chiefly of trees and flowers, covered the walls, 

About mid-day the heat reached such a pitch that  we were forced to 
take refuge in the lowest storey of the house : a large vaulted room with 
a solitary small window under the ceiling, in all probability a prison, 
mas selected by us for a sleeping room. Do not be surprised, reader, 
that  this room was chosen by us for this purpose and not any other; at 
3 P.M. the temperature in i t  was 9la9.lq0 F., whereas in the tents and in 
the  upper storey a t  the same time i t  was 105.6' F. It was this difference 
of nearly 16' which led us to  prefer the prison to any other place. It 
was only a t  7 A.M. that the same temperature was obtained in a tent. 

Night  came on. Mossin K h i n  as usual visited the chain of selltries 
and stretched himself on his bear-skin spread near our tents. I had 
fallen asleep when I heard some dull, measured blows. A t  the same 
moment Malevinski said, "Listen, doctor; what is that  ?" I rose up in I~ed 
and listened. The blows were strnck somewhere close by in the neigh- 
bouring bushes ; a t  the same time some voice kept on saying something 
with a shade of anger in it. I n  a few minutes I recognised the voice- 
i t  mas that  of Mossin Kh611. Malevinski could not restrain himself; lie 
quietly went out of the tent and entered the bushes. He  soon returned 
and told me that  all this noise was the result of Mossin Kh in  punishi~iq 
an AfghLn sentry ; he mas beatlng him with the butt end of a rifle, and 
beating him cruelly without caring where the blows fell. 'l'he Afghin  
sentry did not say a word a t  this or utter a sound, and as he had 
been knocked down by Mossin KhLn, there he lay motionless. 

In  a few minutes the blows ceased and voices were heard. The 
voice of Mossin KhLn sounded somewhat uneasy; his companion said 
something in a low voice. I then saw four Afghin soldiers carry some- 
thing past our tents wrapt in a felt. 

I n  the morning I heard the explanation of the night's occurrence. 
The fact was that  when we went to bed, Mossill Kh in  made an extra 
round of inspection of the Afghin guards and found one of the sentries 
asleep. The unfortunate man was awakened by the butt end of a rifle. 
The feeble entreaties of the soldier for forgiveness only had the effect of 
making the blows fall faster. The wretched man was beaten senselese 
and carried off in a felt. 

This occurrence proclliced a deep impression on us. What  barbarity ! 
m'hy this severity ? Why watch over us so cautiously ? Was our posi- 
tion really not without danger? But what reason was there for this 
insecurity? A thousand such questions came into one's head and de- 
manded a reply. And there was only one palpable reply, viz., t,he sentry 
almost beaten to death. l'lie permanent t r i p l ~  chain of sentries round 
the Mission,-the order of the commander not to take a single step out- 
side this chain,-the complete isolation of the hl ission,-had bee11 im- 
posed upon us from the AmG-Darya. The AfghQn (iovernn~ent were 
treating w like some precious merchandise, which they had to pses 



from hand to hand, according to a contract, safe and sound, wit11 the 
loss of a heavy fine for breach of contract in case of the breakage or loss 
of this n~erchandisr. We were not actually ~.cfused n n ~ t h i ~ ~ g ,  Itut one 
alnrays heard the word <' danger ') used. For instance, if any one of us 
wished to  go a few hundred pares an ay from the eamp, he was ~ e r m i t t e d  
to do so, l)ut i t  was necessary to appoint a special escort, and to do so i t  
was almost necessary to ask the special permission of the  Amir. The 
result was that  it was possible t o  go and a t  the  same time impossible : a 
strange, incomprehensible situation. And all these strange acts, due to 
their care for the  security of the Mission, afterwards proved to be quite 
superfluous. 

On this day, 9 th  June  (2lst) ,  one circumstance pleased us very much. 
Malevinski had run out of matches, and he was much grieved that  in 
order to get a l ight  he would now have to  use the  flint and steel alone. 
Rajab Ali, the caravan-bkshi of the Mission, however, exprt:ssed a hope 
that  matches ('' kugurt *") conld be bought in the  local baxar ; and i n  half 
an  hour he actually produced several boxes ol  sulphur matches of the  
factory of " Vorontsoroi and Co." W e  of course did not expect to  find 
this product of our country here in the very depths of Central Asia. W e  
did not expect this phenome~ron, because all the Russians had a deep con- 
viction of the insignificance of our trading relations in Central Asia. I 
would add that  for I 0  boxes with 100 matches in each one "tenga" was 
paid (nominal value 20 kopecks = ' lad.). W e  afterwards found tha t  this 
was not the only case of our manufactul.es 11:lving pei~et~,ated into 
Afghinist in;  we afterwards saw in the AfghQn markets Russian iron, 
Ri1ssia.n sugar, and many other things. But  of this I will treat af lerwards. 

I thinlt that  now i t  will not be s~iperfluous to give a short geogral>hi- 
ca1 sketch of that  part of the Amli-Darya visited by the Mission and also 
of the nearest neighbouring localities. 

The valley of the Amii-Darya is a very broad one. I n  the  meridian 
at which we crossed it, viz., from ShirBbid to the northern spurs of tile 
Hindu Klrxsh beyond Maziir-i-Sharif, i t  att:iined a breadth of 150 versts 
( 1  00 miles). 1; some places, however, i t  is now broader, now narrower, 
getting gradually narrower, however, to the eastward, wl le~e  the two 
massive mountain systems bordering the valley on the north and south 
are thrown out from the gigantic mountain tract of the Pimir.  To the 
west i t  imperceptibly passes into the illimitable ocean of the Turrinian 
desert. Almost in the cantre of this valley, now i n c l i n i n ~  to the north, 
now to the south, flows the mightiest river of Central Asia, the majestic 
Amli, the Oxus of the  Greeks, the Jaihbn of the Arabs. Not  so long 
ago there was much discussion as to how far this river was fitted for 
navigation. Almost the general opinion was t ha t  the Am6 was unfit for 
navigation almost up to  Ba1lih.t 

" Glognrd, " litern.lly si11phur.-Tvnnslntor. 
t Nevertllelcss Strnho wrote that "the Oxus separntillg Rnctrin from Soeditinn in  PO 

muitahle for nl~vigl~tion that, the Indinn goods carried on ~t easily reach Hircrillit~ clncl the 
loc.nlitilba lying rnrtllcr off townrda Poi~tns I)y menne of the river."--Strr~bo's Geogr.lplly, 
Val. 2. Chnp. 1, S. 16 In the c o m ~ ~ ~ e n c e n ~ e ~ ~ t  of the Ibiirtecnth rclltnl y the Art111 travelle~ lbll 
Ijntolltnh wrottb nn follows rel~ttive to tllc 11n\ ipst) i l i t~ of the Oxns : " I ) I I ~ I I I I ~  l'tl6 on 08- 
vip;rle nrlr ~ ' O X I I S ,  dnua l e ~  hatenux jrlsqil' h Term, dl1 (011 the I igllt hank of the 0x11s  nl,ove 
Rlllkll), et I'on rapporle ilr cettv villt. dn frnrnent et de I'o~ge. ('ctt-e navignt,ion prend dix 
jnllrn qliic-onqur desceucl le flel~vc."- Vnyagee t ~ e  I I ~ I  U R ~ O I I ~ R I I  trniluis par L)Cfr&lne~,y, 
vo1. 111, p. 6. 



Anlollgst the  causes act ing against navigation, a n 3  especially by 
steamers, the following were a d d ~ ~ c e d  : the rapidity of the current ; the 
shallowness of the bed ; the  large number of shifting shoals; kc. The 
late explorations of Russian tl-avellers ((irotenhelm, Bikov, and others) 
have proved t h a t  the Am6 is not only generally accessible for  navigation 
by boats b u t  even by steamers almost up  to  the mouths of the River 
Waksh .  P e r s o ~ a l l y  I can add little to the  elt~cidation of this question, 
b u t  nevertheless I consider myself bound to  communicate what  little I 
saw or heard on the  spot about this river. 

W i t h  regard t o  the  first statement against  t he  practicability of the 
river fo r  navigation, ciu"., the  swiftness of the current, i n  the meridian 
of ChushkL-Gnzar the  rapidity of tlie current is, i t  i s  true, very consider- 
able;  bu t  this  rapidity is not observable over the whole of the bed, bnt 
chiefly along the  line of t h e  main channel, nearest t he  AfghLn shore. 
W e  did not  make actual measurements a s  to t he  r a p ~ d i t y  of the cur- 
rent, bu t  i t  is easy t o  calculate i t  by the  data  at our disposal a t  the 
present time. Accordillg to  Shwartz,  t he  a c t l ~ a l  elevation of Chushki- 
(;war is 800 feet, and  t h a t  of t he  Sea of Aral 163 feet. Tlle distance 
between these points is ktlown; the breadth of t he  river varies from 
800 sajCnes (900 yards) t o  2 versts (lQ miles). From these data  i t  
is not difficult t o  fix the  rapidity of t h e  current of the Amii within 
certain limits. The  second reason, f o ~  ming  a n  obstacle to the nav ip t ion  
of t h e  river, viz., the  shallowness of the  bed, only maintains i t s  signifi- 
cance in the lower part  of the  Amii. The  late measurements made by 
Ijikov, from the  mouth of the Waksh  t o  ChLrjiii, have shown t h a t  the 
depth of the river is n o w h ~ ~ r e  less than  7 feet. A t  the  viilage of Chusli- 
ki-Gnzar ,  for  instance, where the  breacltlr is 1$ miles, the  river has every- 
where a depth of 7 feet, and in  tlie line of the  main channel, near the 
AfghBn hank, i t s  depth is not less than 21 feet, and perhaps even more. 
A t  another point of passage, Patta-Guzar, situated 30 or 10 versts (20  to  
26Q miles) above the  village of (:hushki-Guzar, the  dppth of the river, 
with a breadth of 933 yards, is still greater. T h e  explorations of Bikov 
clearly showed tha t  t he  A m 6  may from now be included in the number 
of rivers more or less suitable for navigation, both by the  amount of 
water in it as  well as  by the  average depth of the bed. 

And, in  fact, i t  is not these fictitious causes of unsuitability which ap- 
pear to have acted until  now as  drags t o  t h r  development of Russian steam 
navigation on this  great  r i v ~ r .  The  serious and almost insnrmonntable 
impediment t o  the development of steam navigation consists in the almost 
complete absence of supplies of fuel throughout the whole l ~ n ~ t h  of the 
r i v ~ r .  T h e  occasional small \poplar g r o w s  and bushes which are met  with 

i ts  banks-as, for instance, a t  Patta-Guzar-can have no serious in- 
fluence on the question of supplying steamers wi tll f~ i e l .  Here t , l l~re  are 
none of t,hose rich " saksaul" woocls with whiclr a certain part  of the 
Syr-Darya  abound^. I f  you add  t o  this the fact t h a t  in the n~ig1ll)ourinp 
@andy tracts on both sides of the river and  in t h ~  salt tracts only some 
thin saksaul bushes are  found, and these only in  a few place#, i t  becomes 
clear t h a t  this  impediment of want  of fuel is the most real one againrt  
tlre develQpment of steam navigation. This impedime~rt ir all the more 
worthy of attention from the circumstance tha t  a t  the p r ~ s e n t  t ime i t  
rcmains undiscovered whether there exist along the hanks of t he  Am& 
01. ill its vicinity, localities p r o t l u c ~ n ~  mineral fuel. 



The very s c a ~ ~ t y  along its baalis may also serve as  ano011er 
impediment t o  the successful development of steam navigation on this  
river. Between the points of settled life situated on the Amli, tlle dis- 
tances may be reckoned not only by tens but by lirundreds of miles.* 

Such a scanty population along the banks of the  gmateet  river i n  
Central Asia at first s ight  appears strange. I n  Central Asia more than  

the inhabitants prize every span of irrigated land, as  there is 
every~vllere a great  deficiency of it. This want  is tlie cause of the  extra- 
ordinarily scanty population along the  banks of such comparalively small 
rivers as the ZBrafsli6n, Chirchik, Angren.  &c. It would appear as  if 
the abundance of water i n  the Am6, capable of i r r igat ing a n  enormous 
amount of land, would be the  means of a t t ract ing a considerable popula- 
tion to  i t s  banks. Bu t  nevertheless the banks for a great  distance are  
completely uninhabited. This strange fact  is very easily explained, how- 
ever, especially by a person who 11as seen tlle banks for a certain distance. 
The fact is tha t  only a very narrow belt of the  land lying along the  
banks is apparently fit for agliculture. I say " apparently fit," because 
the soil along the banks is covered with reeds and  meadows, and appears 
to corlsist of rich black soil. Bu t  with more attentive observation i t  
appears tha t  nearly the  whole of this belt of land is one continuous 
marsh; even in those places where the  meadow land is not under watcr, 
i t  is raised so little above the  level of the  river tha t  with the summer 
floods i t  i s  completely inundated. Thus tliis belt of land which is suit- 
able for cultivation cannot for  the  most part be made available, and  conse- 
quently, too, cannot be inhabited. 

B u t  what is met with beyond this  belt of land along the banlts 
on either side of the r iver? A s  far as I could investigate this  a t  two 
points of tlle Amli, viz., where we cros-ed it, I may say that ,  beyond the  
shore belt suitable for cultivation, lies lifeless, sandy, and in some placcs 
salt-soil deserts. For many versts, and sometimes for many scores of 
versts into the interior of the country, there extend. on both sides of t he  
river a uniform, dead locality, which under no circnmstances can be 
tit for h a b i t a t i o ~ ~ .  'l'hus we see why i t  is  tliat, notwithstanding the  
abundance of water, the Ganl<s of this river are so thinly inhabited. W e  
must, however, also add t o  these reasons for the paucity of the population 
along the banks of the Am6, the political and  social causes which have 
occurred l ~ e r e  in the course of so many cent~uries, and  which in part still 
exist. The:.c is no doubt t h a t  with the  greater sljreatl of the h n m a n i z i ~ l ~  
i~lflrience of ltussia in  Central Asia-which has had such a beneficial 
cffect i n  the localities alreacIy annexed to  the  Empire-the valley of the 
great Arnfi, which is now an  offeuce to  God and man, will, even if i t  ~ T ) P R  

n o t  q~i ickly bccome a flourishing t,ract, a t  all  events lose to a considerable 
extent the wild, unattractive appearance wllicl~ i t  now has. Man's laLour 
can work wonders, if i t  is only free 1aho11r and is used for tlie advantage 
of the workers. B u t  this conditioil has not  previously existed here. To 
call t o  life this vast t rac t  it will be necessary to  construct irrigation 
canals to a large extent  ; and in order for this network of canals t o  spring 
into existence you mus t  have a guarantee for  the  security of the work 
and property. Of all this here there has been np to  the present no con- 
ception, or to    peak more accurately there has been, bu t  i t  has been for- 
got ten long ago. Now, just look how Russia has come to  tlle assistance 

* 1 refer, of rourge, to t l ~ e  centml and upper pnrt of the ronrqr n f  the AmG. 



of people living along the banks of the ancient Jaxartes (Syr-Daryp) 
and guaranteed i ts  existence as a peaceful prosperous district. 

Undoubtedly her civilizing mission will not be limited to  this. She 
will also c9me into the valley of the Oxus (AmG- L)arya) in order here too 
to call to life mankind which has been slumbering since the fall of the 
Arabian prosperity. 

Beyond the wide belt of sand and saliferous desert fringing the 
Am6 on the north and south nearer to the hills, the number of inhabited 
spots increases considerably. The town of Shir ibid wit11 its district and 
Kobidi in  also form rather considerable oases on the north df the AmG. 
On the south side in  Afghiin territory, on the most northern spurs 
of the Hindu KGsh, a t  variable but  not usually great distances from each 
other, are situated the rather populous towns of Mazir-i-Sharif, Takht-i- 
pul, T6h-Kurg in ,  KundGz, Balkh, Sar-i-pul, Shiber-Khan, Andkhhi, and 
others,-all these inhabited places are nothing but oases, surrounded by 
the sands of the boundless Turiinian lowland which reaches almost 
r ight  up  to the nearest mountain spurs of the Hindu K6sh. Usually 
each of these oases i s  situated on a stream flowing from the nearest 
spurs. The towns of Mazir-i-Sharif and Takht-i-pul form exceptions 
t o  this general rule, being situated on irrigation canals run from the 
Balk11 river. The greater part of the local towns bear the names 
of the rivers upon which they are situated,-for instance, KundGz 
on the river of the same name; Khulm (TBsh-Kurghu), Balkh, 
Sar-i-pul, and others are on rivers having the same names. Except 
the KulldGz river, not one of these reaches the AmG; none of them are 
particnlarly rich in water. The necessity for the artificial irrigation 
of the local fields is so great tha t  all the water of the streams is con- 
sumed on them. The greater part of the water is lost by evaporation 
(except, of course, a certain amount of water absorbed by vegetation and 
drunk by animalsj. The loss of water owing to absorption in the 
ground mnst be considered insignificant,, as the soil of the localities fit 
for agriculture consists of the so-called "loss" which, as is well known, 
takes in very little water Ly absorption. 

Tlbus the cultivable soil here is the same as  in  other parts of the 
vast Turkistin province, Goth in Russian territory and in the Khanates 
of Bukhira and Khiva. The ease with wh:ch systems of irrigation are 
here carried out proves the qualities of the soil. The banks of the canals, 
owing to  their considerable thickness (in the cases where the canals, 
rise above the level of the land, which is the usual case with the smaller 
irrigation branches of the canals), conduct the water excellently owing to 
the small amount oE absorption of t h ~  soil. 

The water of the Arnii-Darya,, and equally so of the small hill rivers, 
contrains in summer an enormous amount of mineral particles suspended in 
it ,  owing to  which it appears very thick and sometimes looks like a solu- 
tion of mud. This wealth of mineral particles in  the water is the cause 
of the fertility of the fields irrigated by the water from these rivers. But 
there is no doubt that the waters of the rivers here also contain an 
admixture of organic matter almost more important than the mineral 
particles. Unfortunately I was unable to fix, by chemical analysis, the 
amount of organic matter in the local streams and canals. Consequently 
iE 1 say that  the water must contain a considerable admixture of organic 
matter, i t  is only because I saw everywhere that  the canals were fouled 



with the rubbish and sweepings of the houses which the people throw 
into the canals without restraint. Besides this, along both the large 
and small canals rice-fields exist which tend in their turn  tlo dirty the 
water not a little. Finally, the supposition that  the local water is fouled 
by a large quantity of organic matter is supported by the great exhala- 
tion liere of febrile miasma, and the opinion that  the formation of fever 
rniasrna is brought about under the conditions of the decomposition 
of organic matt3er in water, a t  a certain temperature, is recognised as 
almost a primary truth. I n  the localities visited by us all three conditions, 
quoted by me, for the formation of febrile miasma exist. 

I ought now, as far  as my own personal observations will permit me, 
to touch on the c1imaf)e of this locality, the inhabitants oE the country, 
the life of the population, kc., but the statement of this part of m y  
work would be here premature. I n  settiny forth these matters I should 
have to refer to my second journey into Atghinistiin, underttken by me 
in the end of 1878, and to quote figures and observations from my diary 
for January and February for 1879. I therefore postpone these matters 
to the second volume of my "Travels." I will now endeavour to give a 
short history of the valley of the Am6, referring chiefly only to the 
locality described by me. I think that  the reader will not find fault 
with me for this, all the more so that  in my statements I sllall not have 
recourse to  any one compilation of historical works, but chiefly to  
original sources. 

The history of every country, of every kingdom, usually commences, 
or, more accurately, is preceded by various fables, sayings, legends, 
and traditions. The locality under considera.tion, the classic Bactriana, 
forms no exception to this general rule. On the contrary, there are few 
countries on the face of the globe which could compete with i t  on this point. 
I f  it is distinguished from other countries, it, is only because here the 
subject of the traditions is more general and obscure than elsewhere. 
Here the whole of mankind serves as the subject of the traditions, and, 
moreover, at  the primary (infant) period of his life. The predominance of 
this cllaracteristic in the local traditions and fables is so strong tha t  even 
private traditions about separate localities are invariably bound up in the 
general history of mankind. I will even go further and say that  the 
general traditions have been oftener preserved here than the private ones, to 
the extinction, as i t  were, of these latter. This is why we often here get  
a negative answer t o  a question about the traditions belonging to local 
towns, ruins, &c. Nevertheless a t  the same time they will make state- 
ments as to the re~idence here, i . ~ . ,  in the upper half of the valley of 
the Amh generally, of Adam, Noah, and the other patriarchs of the Old 
Testament. 

According t o  these rayings the chief town of the country, Balkh, 
was built by Adam, after he was driven out of Para,dise.* A variation 
of this legend is that the town was built by KaytimLrs, the first Persian 
king of tlle Peshdftdian dynasty.t It is known, however, that  hlusnl- 

* Wilford nays on this subjccl: "The Musulmnns inhabitiug the country lying near 
Ihimi&ll alfirm tl~nt Balk11 wns no called because Adam nud Eve, after they were driven out 
of Ptlradi~e and h:td rambled about sepnrnted from one nnot,her for some time, nccidrntnlly 
met nt  this  pot nnd wclcomcd ench other wit11 einhrncerr, in collsequellce of which the phce 
WRR cnllcd " Bahle," or in ite cllnnged form " Bahltrca," whicb meane the place of meeting.- 
Asintic I{ese~~rchea, Vol. VI, p. 492. 

t Mel.khond--Rsusnt IIU Sefn-Shea's Translntio~~, Vol. I, p. 68. 



mail writers confase KayiimArs with Adam, so t t ~ a t  according to  them he 
was not only tho first Persian King,  bu t  tlie first man." B u t  the same 
Musulnian authorities say t h a t  KayfimRrs had a brother and tha t  the 
founclinc of Halkh is due to  this  circumstance. Thus, t he  name of tile 
town is dne to an  t.sclamation of K:~yiimiirs, evoked from him on meetillg 
his brother " Ilal-akliJ' ( this is really " This  is my brotberJ't). 

Other traditions attribute the founding of Bs lkh  to  the  later Persian 
sovereigns ; some t o  Tukhuras, some to  Lohurasp. The  latter owing to  
t h i s  has even received from liistorians the name of " Balkhi."$ 

W i t h  tliis town they  also associate traditions about the  campaign of 
the Assvrian King  Ninos in  Upper  Asia. According to  these staterrients 
Ballill w ( ~ a c t r a )  was taken b y  Ninos, thanks only t o  t he  energy and  
intelligence of Semiramis, who a t  tliis t ime was still only the  wife of one 
of the commanclers of the  Assyrian army.§ B u t  even before tliis period 
Abraham lived here and migrated from here, the ancient Bactriana, t o  
the  lancl of Can'aan. This tradition I myself heard from the  moutlis of 
the  Afghiins. 11 

The same statements say t h a t  the  A m 6  is one of the rivers flowing 
out  of Paraclise a 

All local traditions agree t h a t  here i n  Balkh t h e  religious obser- 
vance of fire worship mas founded ; for here Zoroaster most successfully 
prol)aoated his teaching. Gushtasp ( the Darias  Histaspes of the  
Greeks) not only liimself received his teaching, 1)nt used all his efforts 
t o  spread the  worship of fire everywhere. Albiruni says t h a t  the son of 
Guslltasp Isfsndiar made all embrace t h e  new religion, and  leaving no  
efforts ulltried sncceclded in raising fire worsl~ipprs '  temples tlirongliout 
the wllole of Central A s k ,  from tlie frontiers of China u p  to  the country 
of Rnm (Byzantium).** The  town of Halkh is mentioned in tlie Zend 
Avesta as one of tlie first places built by 0 n n i i z d . t t  From this period, 
however, traclitions give place to history. 

Pret ty  accurate, tliough one cannot say detailed, information ascribes 
t he  existence of this  country t o  a very remote epoch. Even  in the 
edicts of Darius Histaspes the countries situated 011 both sitleg of tlie 
Oxus ;Ire spoken about.$$ Herodotus, in  enumerating the satrapships into 
wliicli tlie Pe~ssian mona!*chy was divided during the  reign of Darius 
Histnspes, says, Innreover, t ha t  Bactrisns lived in 1'2 satrapships ; in  15 
livctl S i k i  and  K i s ~ r i  ; ancl i n  16 t'arthians, Kllwnrizmi, Sogdiani, 
;nltl Arians +$  All these nations lived on both sides of t h ~  OXUR. A t  
tllis and tlie 'following periods Billkh, a l t l~ough i t  was not  yct tlie capital 

* Wilfortl-loc c i t . ,  p 465. 
t iMorkIio~~tl-loc ci t . ,  p. 68. 
f Wils 11-Ari:rtla Al~tiqun, p. 123. 
5 1)iorlor hilzilieski, Vol. 11, p. 6. 
( 1  Looking over the litercltiire on the enhject, I only found mention of this tradition 

in Wilford, but he rather nttributea this tradition to 1J6111iin tl1t111 LO Halkh. 
T Yule-Sketch of the Geograpl~y nnd Iristory of the upper p:lrts or t.he Ad-Tm118- 

l~ t e t l  by Fedrlie~~ko, p. 1. Clirvirho also calls the AuiG H river dowi~lg ctut of Paredise, 
p. 2?4-'l'rn11slnted by Srcbanev*ki. 

i i u - I I  1 1  I l e .  Paris, 1849, p. 91. 
tt Zc~~tl-Avestn-h-ork of Zt,ronster tranelatecl t,y ~ n k r t i l  du Pcrron. Pal icl, 1771, Val. 

I e 6 .  ' ~ I P  fourtl~ place, the fourth tuwlr, like llilrisl~t (I'nrndist,) wl~iclr I, Ors16a11, 
burlt w:ie B ~ ~ l k h "  (BBkhtli). 

f f  Mi~laev-.I~rfol-in:~tior~ 011 the roiintries n t  the rourcer of tlre Amd-Darya, p. 55. 
5 5  Herodotus-Tali, Cllirp. 92-93. 



the Persian kings, had attained a flourislling condition. It served as  

tlls point of meeting for the  merellants of the  east and  west. 
The mighty Celltral Asian river, t he  Oxus, served as the  main route 
for the traffic of t he  world." 

But i t  is not  to  this  town alone of t he  valley of the  Am6 t h a t  t l ~ e  
Musalman writers ascribe such a n  ancieilt atid brilliant past. Merv  
was in part  the rival of Balkh. Acc~vrdiog to  one tradition i t  was built 
by Talilirnura. ;t others ascribe i ts  founding t o  .Alexander of Macedon.1 
W e  shall see below tha t  tllis town, at t he  epocll of the  propagation of 
t113 Musalman l'e1igion over Cel~t ra l  Asia, attained to  tlre same glory 
and brilliancy as  Balkh. 

The  campaigns of Alexander of Macedon poured for th for his 
contemporaries a bright  l ight  of geographical knowledge on the  coun- 
tries ly ing  hetiveeu t h e  Oxus and Jaxartes, and  specially of Bactriana. 
Some portions of Central Asia are very accurately a n d  clearly described 
in  tlle histories of Alexander of Macedon. Amongst the  loca l i t i~ s  most 
clearly described is, moreover, t h e  place in  Quintus Curt ius  cited by 
Bur11es.Q Arrian descril~es the Hiver Oxus very accur:~tely.ll T h e  town 
Bavtra was astronomically tixed first by  Eratosthenes and  then  by  
Ptolemy.T[ B u t  what  is generally ignored b y  the  (;reek writers is t h e  
religions :tatus of the  country, and  moreover indications on  this head 
would have Leen of unusual value. 

I n  the times of Alexander of Macedon, Bactrians formed a part  of 
the Persia11 empire. After his death i t  was united to  the district of 
Seleultides. Bu t  67 years : ~ f t e r  the  death of Alexander** Bactriana had 
already sepal.ated and was living a n  independent existence. Tlreodotus, 
named " the  ruler of the 1,000 cities of Bactria," fouirded the independ- 
en t  Greco-Bactrian empire out of the countries about the Oxus which lrad 
been detached from Persia. 

A t  different periods of i t s  nearly two centuries of existence this 
new empire included i n  i t s  dominions the following countrics : Sog- 
dialla on thc  north, and on the south nearly the whole oE tlre present 
Afgllinist611 wit11 KiLul  and 138mirin and also the  western part  of India,. 
Eucratides, one of the  most warlike I;ings of the  Bactriiin ernpire, had 
much to do  with tht. extension of tlie limits of this  kingdom. H e  madc! 
several victorions ca~npaigns  into India.?? IIe was the  contempoluary of 
blithridatrs, the Parthian king, and i s  called by Jus t in  " the great  mon- 
arch."$ f Miander and DemetrlusSQ also did much towards developing 
the  kingdom. Nevertheless, towirds t he  end of the sovereignty of 

* We rrntl tlre following in Strnbo about the 0x11s: "According to Aristc~bulns t . 1 ~  
0x118 is the lnrgrst rivcr see11 hy hi111 in Centr.tl Asia. I{ot,lr Ire nrld Erntostl~tm~e, accirrrlillg 
to the words of I':rt,rocIt~s, R;IY tllnt t l ~ i s  rivcsr is nnvignllltl, R I I ~  t . l ~ ; ~ t  I I I ~ I I I ~  Ilrdii~n g00ds t~rc 
trnl~nl)ort,ctl by it to Hirc*nnita. I~rolr~ ht.re they rcrlcl~ Alhnnia, t~ntl fillnlly t l lr~~ngl;  Kur alld 
tllc 1oc;tlitic.s htyolltl it tlley rorlcli Erksil~ (?).-Qwgrr~pl~y, Vol. XI, C:hnptcr 7, I1nr:b. 3 ;  :~ lso  
rec Wilsol~, Aria1111 Alrtiqrrn, 1,. 163. 

'f 1lnrl)ic~l. dc Mcynt~rtl--1)iction~irc cle 111 Perce cstrnit de Jucout, p. 526. Paris, 1861. 
f 1h1r Houknl- Oricl~trrl ~copr;~plry trn~slatcd by Ouseley, pnge 215. Lolldon, 1880. 
5 I{IIPII(-R' .10111.noy to Ilr~khLm. 
11 Arrit111or1 A11:11)asis, Vol. 111. pngc 9. 
7 (fossc~lin -(>i.o;r:~p!lic des Cfrecs nnalysde, t,ables I and IV. P a r i ~ ,  1790. ** M~IIIII.V-lt~for~nnt~on abont. tlrr conntry nt the sourcee of tlrc All~\i-l)arya, pnge 57. 
tt Wil~cm-Arinna Antiqrln, chapter on Eucr~~tideo. 
$1 .1usti11--1{nok XII1, 6. 
5 s  St.rabo-llook 11, Cllepter 11. 



Eucratides Bactriana had already suffered from an inroad of the Parthians 
and Sc~th ians ,  who took possession of some of the province8 of the 
13actrian empire. Commencing from this time i t  became more and more 
subject to at t :~cks from the northern barbarians until a little more than 
l(10 years before Christ (126 yearst) this kingdom was finally broken 
UF. About the commencement of our era Bactriana enters into the 
composition of the Indo-Scgthian kingdom. A t  this time Kuenshavang 
conquered the Euatians, the chief authors of the destruction of the 
Bactrian empire,$ took the country south of the Hindu, KGsh and 
also the valley of the Indus, and founded the Indo-Scythiau kingdom. 

111 the 6th century A.D., Bactriana again suffered an  invasion of 
predatory hordes. 'I'hese were Turks, who a t  first founded a new 
'I'urkish kingdom on the rnins of the Bactrian monarchy. But SGin Shin, 
100 years after their coming, already found this kingdom split up into a 
number of semi-independent states, the whole body of which, disposed 
along the upper and middle parts of the valleg of the Amfi (which in 
S64n Sh in  is called the Po-tsou) are called by Chinese historians by the 
general name of Tou-cho-lo ('l'ouchira), i.e., Tokharistin. 

The geographical and ethnographical irlformation given us by 
S6 in  Sh in  relative to this locality is so accurate and curious that  I consi- 
der that  i t  will not be out of place to give extracts from his work. 

" O n  issuing from the l ron  Gates," says SGin Shin ,  "you enter the 
kinzdom of Tou-cho-lo. This country occupies an area of about 1,000 
lig from south to  north and 3,OOU li from east to west. On ihe 
e :~s t  i t  is bounded by the mountains of 'I'sun-lin, and on the west by 
Persia. On the south i t  is bordered by great snowy mountains, and on 
the north reaches to the Iron Gates. The great River Po-tsou (Oxus- 
Arnli) flows through the centre of this country westwards. A few 
hundred years ago the race of kings (in t l ~ i s  country) ceased. Powerful 
chiefs, after a prolonged period of anarchy and intestine strife, made 
good their title of lord, and considering themselves protected (from the 
attacks of outer enemies) by the rivers and natural obstacles, divided the 
kingdom of Tou-cho-lo into 27 parts (states). Hut although their 
possessions have strong frontiers, as a whole they are subject to the Tou- 
kioue ('t'urks). As the temperature is always very high here, epidemics 
are very frequent." 

'(In the end of winter and the beginning of spring there are constant 
rains here, and this is why epidemics are very prevalent in the southern part 
of this country to the north of Lan-po. I n  consequence of this all ~ i o u s  
inhabitants go to other residences on the 16th day of the 12th month, a l ~ d  
leave them only on the 15th day of the 3rd month. 'I'his custom is 
caused by the abunr]ance of rain. The religious injunctions give11 to 
them are dependent on the conditions of the time of year. The inhabit- 
ants are of a drowsy character and cowardly; their figure is common 
and coarsp, They h:~ve no knowledge of the true faith. With regard to 
tlleir language, i t  is little different from the other neighbourlug lan- 
gllapes. The letters consist of P5 signs, which joined together are 
sufficient for indicating all subjects. Books are written the wrong way, 

T'iz. : Aepion nnd Turina. 
t Yule, page 2. 
$ Strabo-Book XI,  Chnptera 8 and 2. 
5 Li=i mile. 



and are read from left to right. The greater part of the inhabitants 
dress themselves in clothes of cotton cloth; woollen stuffs are little 
worn. In  their trading intercourse they use gold and silver money, 
&c., which are different in  shape t o  the coins of other kinpd~ms.~'"  

A t  this period Buddhism was widely spread over the valley of the 
Oxus. Balkh, the ancient Bactra, or Po-110-10 as SGin S h i n  calls it, 
served as the chief nursery for this social-religious sect for the whole 
va.lley. Contemporary with its religious pre-eminence, this town appears 
t o  have formed the chief link in  the series of the separate principali- 
ties of TokharistQn in political respects also. 

This is what we read about it in the same author :- 
" 'l'he kingdom of Po-ho-lo (Ba-ha-ra, Bactra, Balkh) occupies an 

ares of about 800 li from west to ,east and 400 li from north to south. 
?'he H.iver Po-tsou (Oxus) forms the northern boundary of the prin- 
cipality. The circumference of the capital is nearly 20 l i  (63 miles). 
All call i t  the " small royal town." Although the town is well forti- 
fied i t  is little inhabited. 'I'he productions of the soil are very varied, 
and i t  would be difficult to enumerate all the forms of flowers growing - - 
here in  the water and on land. 

"There are 100 monasteries here, in which there are about 3,000 
pious men who follow ' Petit VehiculeJ in their tenets."+ 

A t  this sarrle time Christianity was also firmly established on this 
soil of ancient Parseeism. About 334 A.D. an episcopate was estab- 
lished a t  Merv. I n  the middle of the sixth century A.D. i t  mas success- 
fully spread amongst the Khevtalites (White Huns) who had conquered 
these localities. f 

The existence of three religions here a t  the same time side by 
side with one another gives cause for supposing on the one hand 
that both the local indi:enous inhabitants of Iranian extraction, as 
well as the later arrivals, the Turkish tribes, were distinguished for 
their broad religious views, and on the other hand that  the teaching 
of Zoroaster had a t  that time lost to a considershle extent its influ- 
ence and power in the eyes of the local population. 'I'liis, moreover, 
makes the natural sequence of those rolitical changes perfectly com- 
prehensible which the country had experienced in the course of several 
centuries up to this period. Soon after the consolidation of the power of 
the Turks in Bactl-iana and Sogdiana, Greelrs again visited Central 
Asia, almost for the first time since the campaigns of Alexander of 
Macedon. Now, however, these were not tlle threatening phalanxes 
of the conqueror of the world, desolating everything on his way with 
fire and the sword; no-these were peaceful ambassadors of the Em- 
peror Justin. They had for their object to establish trading relations 
wit11 the Turkish Prince Dizabul and the Governor of Sogdiana, 
Mainakh. This event occurred in 670 A.D.4 

Little time was, however, given for Christianity to  spread amongst 
the nations of Dactriana. By the end of the seventh century the Arabs 
had already come here and commenced to establish the religion of 

* Mkinoires sur lea contree8 occidcl~talee pllr Hiouon Thenag (Hunn Shan), Vol. I, pp. 
23-24. 

t Mcmoir~, Vol. I ,  p. 29. 
3 Y l l l~ ,  p. 3. 
5 Yulc, p. 8. 



M u l ~ a ~ n m a d  Ly fire and tlic sword. 'I'lte t e ac l l i~ l~s  of C111~i~t were rootd  
out with the fervour and energy worthy of a better cause Hu t  not- 
\\.ithatanding the cruelty with wllich the sword, wielded by MusalmaIl 
fanidicism, r:~g:d, Christianity still maintained itself for some time aftcr 
the Arab il~vasion both in K h u r b i n  and in Trans-Orania, Ibn  Hauka], 
the ~ r s b  traveller and geographer, in the first half of the tenth century 
of our era, says that  in Herat in his time there was a separate 
village occupied by Christians and it1 it a Christian church * 

111 666 -4.D (the forty-sixth year of the Hijra) the Arab lendel-, 
Rabi-ibn-111-Kharit, having conquered Kliuriisiin, had already reached 
Iralkh. Merv was soon occupied (670 A.D). I t  served during the 
course of a certain period as a stubborn point of resistance for the 
Khurisin representatives of the Khalifs in their wars with Hulillira. 
In 705 A.D. Balkh, the ancient capital of Bactriana, was also occupied 
by the Arabs. 

It submitted to its lot without resistance. On  this occasion it 
got  rid of i ts  formidable conquerors rather cheaply, by merely paying 
a war contributi0n.t 

B u t  a little later it was destroyed by the Arab leader Akhner- 
bin-Kais.1 

On  this occnsion the "Mother of citiesN$ did not long lie in ruins. 
Nasr-bin-Sayir again renewed i t  in 742. This energetic Viceroy of 
Khuriistin not only finally conquered the whole valley of the Amh, 
but  also Fergina and the distant Eastern Turkistin even came under 
the sway of the Khalif. 

From this period commences the brilliant phase of the history of the 
countries situated on either side of the Oxus. 'I'he Arabs did not come 
here only as destroyers and conquerors; they also appeared in the light 
of builders and establishers of a new culture. During tlie brilliant 
period of the rule of the Samanides in Klluriisin (this dynasty endecl 
in 999 A.D.), the country became covered with flourishing populous 
cities. The Arab writers and travellers of that ~ e r i o d  speak in esp~cial 
terlrls of praise of the fvllowillg cities, sitnatecl in the valley of the 
Am6 : Merv, Talkin, and Balkh to  the south of the river; and T~rmez,  
Kobidihn, and ChaginiAn to  the north. Two towns, Balk11 and Mesv, 
vied with each other more than all others in civilising activity. The 
latter in the middle of the tenth century already reckoned amongst the 
numbel. of its citizens many celebrated persons, some of whom were 
still living at the time, and some of whom were dead. " From Merv 
shone forth the light of the Abbasides," so the well-known A~.ab 
traveller I bn  tells us, "and Mamiin lived in this city." C%'llcn 
he took of the Khalifat, Merv broagllt to light many. \)rave 
leaders and celebrated men of learning The doctor Varxnl, who 
excelled in skill all the remainder of his contemporaries, and B;tl.betl, the 

composed such charming songs, were born in this twn."il 
A t  this period Balkh had already received the name of the " Cnpol:b 

of Science," or Kubbat-ul-ilm. 

Orientnl Geogr~~phy,  p 218. 
t V~~mb~r~-l 'rnna-Oxnnin,  Vol I, p. 26. R ~ l ~ c i a n  translrtion, 1873. 
f Barbier de M e g ~ ~ a r d - D i c t i o ~ ~ ~ ~ a i r e  de Perce, y. 121. 
5 A s  ahove. 
I( Orielltnl Oeogl.nphy, p. 216. 



It will be understood tha t  the ancient Bactriana, the  late Tokl~a-  
).istin, aud a t  the time under consideration forming part of Khur is in ,  
llaci n o t  during all this period en joyed uninterrupted peace. Prolonged 
pence in Central Asia is a th ing not to  be thought of, and all the Inore 
so was this the case in those remote times. Conscquently the country 
l)!nyed a part of no little importance in the religious troubles of the  
Fh~gllth and ninth centuries, as well as  in the  internal dissensions of the  
Kl~uristin rulers. A t  the  end of the  rule of the  Samanide dynasty the  
country was ag;rin subject t o  tlie influx of uninvited guests-predatory 
hordes from the north. O n  this occasion these "guests" were the  
Seljuk Turks. I n  the  commencement of the  eleventh century Merv and 
Balkh formed the main stages on the path of their victorious progress 
westwards. Notwithstanding tlie plundering and devastation t o  which 
the country was subject by this inroad, yet  the tree of civilisation had 
taken such deep root tha t  tlle prosperity of the country continued t o  
progress, and progress with giant strides. A t  this period the  valley of 
the Amfi succeeded in producing on i ts  soil a whole I'leiades of learned 
men and poets, who even in the present day would have done llonour 
to  their beloved country. It is sufficient to  say tha t  here grew up and 
worked such "colossi" of knowledge and learning as  the celebrated doctor 
Avisene ("I bn Sinah "), justly called " the father of Arabian medical 
science,'' ant1 Al-Biruni. I n  order to give an  idea of the  scope of 
AviseneJs activity, 1 may state tha t  Musulman historians calculate tha t  
there are rnore than 100 compilations* or works which this l ight  of 
Arabian science wrote and issued. Of the quality of his works one n ~ a y  
judge by the fact that  many of the  chemical preparations invented by 
him art! still mentioned in the  present works on pharmacy. Possessing 
unuqllal erudition for his time, he at the same time possessed mental 
qualities which are often wanting in the medical luminaries of the  
present day. Here is an instance. When Mahmiid, the celebrated 
founder of the mighty Gl~azni  monarchy, wished to  surround his throne 
wit11 the first men of science and a r t  of his time, he made a very 
flattering o f f ~ r  to Avisene, but  the latter refused his proposal, because 
"an intlepcndent position was wo~.th more than everything else."+ 
Abdnl Kilthkn Mr~I~:immi~d, named Al-Biruni, and better known by thie 
name, was another pillar of science of that  time. H e  wrote a mass of 
works on astronomy, matl~rmatics, eeogral~lly, languages, &c. H e  was a 
kind of universal genius. Not  to  mcn t~on  Illat he was thorough master 
of t l ~ e  Pcrsian and Arabic languages, he read authors in the original 
Latin and (;reel<, and he also learnt Sanscl.it. The information he gives 
us aborlt I~i t l ia  is unique of its kind. He made a number of astrononlical 
calcul:~tions, nncl evcn with the pl.esent improved appliances of astro- 
no111ic;~l sciclnc~ his n~istakc~s are considered quite insignificant. 

Amotlgst the poets I'olming t lic pride of tlic for~ncr  glorious Khurisrin, 
i t  is cnougli t,o mentio~i the contemporary of Al-Birr~ni and Avispne- 
Anscri, tlic :~ntlior of " Varnicl-cl-Azr:~," " Tlie Red Idol," " The White 
lclol," kc. 

I n  the twc~lfth cel~tury the va1lc.y of the Am6 reaclied the apogee 
of its prosperity. 'l'he ~ r a b  geograplicrs, historians, and travellers cannot 

* HRPSCP- I r c ~ l ~ ~ . l > ~ i r l ~  tlcr G P R ~ I ~ c ~ ~ ~ I ,   PI' Modicin, 1875, Vol. 1, 11. 668. 
t 1lein:rucl -M6111oirc eul- l ' l ~ ~ d c ,  p.  28. 



be sufficiently astonished a t  the wonders of the prosperity of Balkh, 
Merv, and Termez. Merv was the capital of the powerful SeljBks. Sultin 
Sanj i r  especially strove for the development and prosperity of his 
capital,* but  during the reign of this prince Merv suffered a terrible 
misfortune. The (;hi (Goths), coming from the north like the other 
barbarians, streamed forth over the flourishing valley of the Oxus, and 
Merv was some years hidden beneath ruins; but it soon recovered from 
that  devastation. 

The following is what we read about Balkh in the contemporary 
Arab geographer Edrisi :- 

" Halkh, situated in a plain 12 miles from the hills, is the capital 
of the country of the Turks ; it is the chief quarter for t,heir troops, and 
t,he place of residence of the government and courts of justice. There 
are here fine bazars, where an extensive trade is carried on, and where 
you can find all articles of luxury and all staples of trade. The town 
has seven gates;  its suburbs are flourishing and pnpulous, and the 
people are ~mployed in industl~ies and tra,de. The great musjid is built 
in the centre of the town and is surrounded by bazars. 'J'he town is 
situated on the banks of a stream; this stream flows near the gates of 
Niri-BekhBr,t and irrigates the environs of the town where vineyards 
and fruit gardens are everywhere seen, and where there are colleges 
for students, and all other kinds of establi.shment of this hind for teaching 
the sciences. Great wealth is collected in this town, and there are many 
eminent men and rich merchants; everywhere generally great abund- 
ance and prosperity are seen."$ 

Yiikiib reckons that there were in Ba1l;li 1,200 musjids and as many 
baths.§ Tbe pitch of development to which social life in these parts 
of Central Asia had attained may be judged from the following facts. 
A t  the same period a t  which medical ar t  had reached the degree of 
sorcery, when hospitals were not. even thought of in Europe (except 
in the Byzantine empire), there were in Merv in the ninth centr~ry model 
hospitals.ll I n  this town YBkhb counted ten libraries, one of which, 
accordirlg to him, contained only 200 volumes; but then the books to be 
found in it were of  ricel less value.7 

" 1 passed nearly the whole time while I lived here," writes Yilthb, 
" i n  the various libraries of this town, forgetting both my country and 
my family in the delights of acquiring science; i t  was here that  I col- 
lected nearly all the materials which afterwards served me for rompil- 
ing both this boolr and also my other c o m p ~ ~ s i t i o n ~ . " ~  

After the overtl~rom of tlle Sultan San j ir ,  Kurl; hini, t,he leader of the 
~ l d  hordes of the O6zi I Goths) ,-an overthrow which put an end to 
the power of the Seljhks in Khu&in,-the part of the country urlder 
discussion, i .e.,  the vallev of the upper central course of the Am6, 
pas"d in tllrn from oie hand to another; at first the p.inces of 
(;aur possessed it, who had just established their sovereignty in AFgliin- 

f Harbier de Meynnrd, p. 626. 
t A cornipted S a ~ ~ s ( - r i t  W O I . ~  '' NQvi Wic118r6," the new 1nonnstcl.y. 
f (;hogri~phie d'Edri*i tr~tlslnted by A.  Joubt.rt, P I I I ~ ~ ,  1H63, pp. 473-4. 
5 I%~lrbic.r de Mcynnrd, p. 142. 
I( Hneuer-Ze111.hl1ch tler Qcrchichte der Medicin, VoI. I, p. 664. 
7 Ijarbirr de Mt.gnertl, p. 528. (I* Ditto, p. 629. 



iptgn on the  ruins of the Ghaznivide monarchy ; it thus became srlhject 
to the vast but  ephemeral monarchy of the Khwtirizm rulers, suddenly 
formed from nothing. 

But froln this period the ancient Bactriana passed into a new phase of 
its I n  the commencement of the thirteenth century a horde of 
wild Mongols spread over neaily the whole of Asia, led by the " PI-ince 

the World," Chengiz Khin .  It was like a stream of fire exterminating 
everything in its path;  it was like sorne senseleas spreading element, 
wiping living from the face of the earth-whether man, 
beast, or vegetation ! Khurlsin,  and consequently also the ancient Hac- 
triana, did not escape their sad lot. Flourisl~ing cities after this inroad 
became mere ruins. Nothing saved them from destruction, neither 
steady defence nor submission, and meeting the conquerors with enor- 
mous ransoms. Thus perished Balkh; thus perished Merv and a num- 
ber of other towns. " The inhabitants and priesthood of Balkh," so 
Addul Ghdzi Balildur Khin* informs us, "went to C h e n ~ i z  Khin ,  
beseeching him to spare their town, but  he refused their prayer because 
he said Sultiin Jeldl-ud-din being still alive, the inhabitants of Balk h 
could always rise again from the dead." All the  inhabitants were 
slain and the town and fortress destroyed. The same story was repeated 
with Merlir. The enormous population of this town, amounting to 
1,300,000 souls, were, after its surrender to the Mongol leader, Tuli Khin,  
given over as prisoners of war to the  Mongol soldiers; each soldier 
received 400 prisoners.? All the prisoners were killed ; only 400 artisans 
and artists were spared and sent to far-distant Mongolia to beautify the 
capital of the " Scourge of the World," Chengiz K11611. After such 
radical devastation the part of Klludsa'n under review corild never again 
raise itself to its former prosperity. 

Fifty years afterwards the celebrated Venetian Marco Polo passed 
through tjhese localities. " I n  ancient times," he says, " the town of Halkh 
was much more extensive, but now it has suffered severely from the in- 
roads of the Tartars, who have destroyed a great part of its buildings; 
formerly there were many marble palaces and gardens, the ruins of wllicll 
are visible to the present time."$ To what a degree the country was de- 
vastated by the Mongol invasion is seen from the fact tha t  ILn Batouta, 
who travelled through Central Asia a whole century after the campaiglls of 
Cl~engiz, says that  the country was full of ruins. Balk11 had not been 
rebuilt since the period of the invasion, and presented a heap of ruins. 
Ibn Ratonta, especially laments over one temple which had been destroyed, 
and wliich according to him was one of the greatest edifices in tile wc,rld.§ 
The cnd of the fil'trenth century was scarcely n better time for the of 
the Am6 than t l l ~  preceding ones Timlir the lame now ruled over all 
Asia. It is true that by devastating whole countries and destroying 
dozen cities he embellished Samarlrand a t  their expnse.  Tile 
S o ~ l i a n a  flourished under him, hut  the ancient Bactriana gaired 
1jy lt1. I n  13(i9 Belkh was again destroyed, just the same as 14  ten- 
turies before, by the hand of a mighty Mongol, Timlir. The cause of tile 

* Ahrlr~l GlhRzi Bnhridur Kl~lin-Histoire dea Mogola et dea Tnrtnree, Vol. 2, p. 121. 
t 1Jnrhier de Mr~nnrd, y. 628. 
f M ~ r c . 0  Polo-Travels ill Tartery end other countries in 1286, p. 41. Edition 1873, 

Po ter~bt i r~ .  
5 Voyngee do Ibn Bntoute tradrlits per DJfrBmery, Vol. 111, p. 59. 



destruction of tlie town, which had scarcely begun to recover from its 
former aunihilat io~~, was the contest betwecn TimGr and the Amir of Herat, 
Hussein. But  immediately after this Balk11 became the witness of a pl.0- 
minent historical event which occurred within its old walls, On the 8th 
April l3ti9, a t  the " Kuriltai," i.e., the upper assembly of the Mongol 
elders and leaders, Tim6r Beg, better known to us as Tamerlane, was 
elected Amir of Maur-un-nahr (Trans-Oxania), which was accompanied by 
the traditional Mongol custom of raising up the elected one of the nation 
on a white felt. 

After this, pence reigned for a pretty long period in the desert local- 
ities situated on the Oxus. 

During the government of Khlurisin by the Herat Amirs, the locality 
under rrvlew in some degree recovered from the misfortunes which had 
befallen it. Amir Hussein Baikiir especially contributed towards mising 
up its prosperity. A t  this period n settlement, unknown up till now, 
and which a t  the present day furnishes the administrative centre of 
Afghirl Turkistin, entered the arena of the political life of the country,- 
I allude to the town of Mazir-i-Sliarif. This sudden elevation cf an 
insignificat~t village was caused Ily the discovery in i t  of tLe sel,ulchre of 
the celebrated Musalman saint and hero Ali.* 

I n  the commencement of the fifteenth century the Spanish embassy 
passed through the lands of ancient llactriana (or Bactria) accredited to 
the coiirt of Tim6r by Henry 111 of Casti!~. The head of this emba.sy, 
Roy Gonzales de Clavicho, has left us interesting accounts of tlle travels 
of the Mission through Asia. Tliis is what he tells us about the anciellt 
capital of the country, Balkh : '. The next day, Monday, the 10th 
~ u g u s t  14U4, we reached a town surrounded by a very broad earthen 
parapet which was about 30 paces wide, but i t  was broken through 
in several places. The town was divided into three parts by para- 
pets which ran lengthwise and intersc~cted i t  from one end to the other. 
'Jlle first clivisi~n, which was between the first and second parapets, was 
empty, and no one lived in i t ;  much cotton was sown in it. People live 
in  the second division, but the population is not very thick ; in tlie tllirtl 
division tliere are a great number of inhabitants, and although the greater 
part of tbe towns we visited were unwalled, this one had good walls."t 

I l l is  is all that  :In observant traveller can tell us about what was 
once most important town in Central Asia. 

In tile of the sixteenth century Shaibini, the founder 
of a new dynasty, having seated himself on the " Kok-tish,"f again filled 
Central Asia w i t l~  t h ~  clash of war. The Uzbak hordes, led by hirn, 
pured illto the valley of the Zarafsliio and penetrated furtller south into 
the of the AmJ. Tlie towns of Kliunlsiin, one after the other, 
fell the blows of the unbricllcd and unrestrained l~and of the savage 

bloOclthirsty Uzhalc. ' l 'hes~ new conqilerors were no less barllarians 
and murtlerelas than the hordes of Chengiz Khrin. " 'l'hey compellrcl the 
defenceless poor by tortures and cruelties to give u p  their concealed 
treasures, and carried off into slavery all whom they could take with thcni." 
~ 1 1  Central Asia groaned aloud ! Vainly did the last scivii of the noble, 

Vid, the prrc~ l ing  cltapter of this work. 
t 'I'ravele of Clnvicho. p. 223. 
f K ~ k - t h s l ~  OP grrell atone " which repreecnted tlre tllrone of the BukhBran Am[rs ; 
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enlightened TimJrides, Rbber Mina,  strive to avert the tempestuous 
torrent of these new Vandals, who again suddenly appeared from the 
north; brute force prevailed, and the "Julius Caesar of Central Asia" 
was obliged to retire and fly to K6bul. 

Notwithstanding that ~ b d u l l a  KhSn of the Sl~aibini  dynasty (born 
1538, died 1697) also carried on war all his life, he nevertheless had time 
to heal the wounds inflicted by him on the countries under his authority. 
With the name of this ruler are connected in the mouths of the Central 
Asians all the latest, more or less remarkable constructions to be found in 
the countries contiguous to the AmG-Darya. " Who made such and such 
a large irrigatio~r canal ? " you will ask the natives, and rzceive for answer 

A bdulla K 11Qn." " Who built these caravansarais and sarddbas " (wells 
supplied by rain water) " in the sandy desert ?" " A bdulla K hiin." 
Nevertheless the Cis-Amii valley became weaker and weaker, the towns 
became extinct, and the villages empty. The grand Moguls of India, a 
part of whose empire was a t  one time comprised in ancient Bactriana, 
did not aid this depopulation. 

I n  the middle of the seventeenth century i t  appears that Central Asia 
first saw representations of the Russian empire within the walls of i ts  
towns. In 1675 a Russian embassy was sent to B~kh6ra.* It consisted 
of the following persons : Vaselie ~lexandrov Dandov, Nikifor Venyukov, 
Ivan Shapkin, and an AstraLhin Muhammadan, Muhammad IsGp 
( YGsuf ?) Kasimov. 

Dandov and Venyakov had BukhQra alone f ~ r  the especial object of 
their journey; but Shapkin and Kasimov had to go much further to the 
Shah of India. They went to Khilif, passed some time in Balkh, and then 
went to KQbul by Charikar and " Kurbent" (Ghorband?). During their 
residence in Balkh they succeeded in gaining the good will of the Kh in  
of Balkh, who a t  t , l~at  time was almost entirely independent of the empire 
of the Mongols. 'l'he Khin of Balkh was so impelled towards friendship 
with Russia, that he even sent his ambassador with Kasimov to Moscow. 

But even earlier than Kasimov and Shapkin, viz., from 3644.-1660, 
Nikita Medvaiev lived a t  Balkh; he had been interpreter t o  Boris Paaulihin 
during the time the latter was a t  Bukl~lra  in the quality of Russian 
Ambassador. This is what Meclvaiev says of the results of his journey 
to Balkh : "The Czar of Balkh, Supkllrinf Kuli KhAn, wishes for the 
despatch of ambassadors, the counsel, and friendship of the great monarch, 
Czar, and mighty prince, Alexis &I ichaelovitch, the autocrat of Gleat, 
Little, and White ltussia." And Subh6n Kuli KhSn says : " If the 
great monarch desires to send his people and ambassadors to Hall;h, 
India, or other kingdoms, he, Subllin Knli Khiin, will p ~ r m i t  thcm t o  
pass through his territorv and guard them in it. And the Indian 
road from Balk11 is not bah, and thew is no plundering or taration."§ 

This i t  appears was the first intercourse between the Moscow Czar 
and the distant countries of the present AfghinistPn. The fact is remark- 
able that 111e Russia of the so-called " Moscow period" was not, apparently, 
60 entirely " the closed borough" which i t  is now represented to be. 

Russia's flmt intercouree with Iiukhdra commenced, howcver, many yenla before thie 
pe r id .  

t Minnev-lnformntion on tho countties the nou~.crs of the Am&, p. 217. 
I'rohnhly " Suhl~&l~."-Tramahtor. 

§ Miuaov, p. 228. 
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The trade of Russia, i t  is true, was not ao extensive as at the time, 
but a t  the same time it was not so risky as now; its interests were 
then sought for and guarded by Government not one whit less than now. 

The storm, fortunately the last one, which broke suddenly and 
again convulsed nearly all Asia, contribl~ted to the ever-increasing depo- 
pulation of the classical Bactriana. This storm was produoed by the 
Persian robber, Nldir  Sh6h. On the ruins of his ephemelxl monarchy 
afterwards sprung up  the Afgh6n kingdom under the chiefship of the 
Saddozai Durainis. Ballth and other towns on that  side of the Amii were 
comprised in that kingdom. I n  the commencement of the present 
century, however, when the Afghkn empire was divided into parts, tbe 
valley of the Am6 in its political condition called to mind the Tokharis- 
tiin of S68n Sh6n. Here a number of separate semi-independent 
Khanates were found. The Khanate of Khuln,  during the government 
of Kilich Ali Khgin, attained to greater political influence a t  that time in 
the valley of the Am6 than any other state. 

Mir Abdul Karin1 testifies* that the conntry during the rule of the 
above-mentioned Khiin attained to a certain degree of prosperity. But in 
1823 the Kundiiz robber, Muriid Beg, took possession of the Khanate of 
Khulm and sent all the population to  Kundtiz, where they died, almost 
to  the last maD, from fever. Of Khulrn, a s  of Balkh, the ruins alone 
remained. 

A quarter of century before this, the " Queen of the World," Merv, 
dlared the same fate as Khulm. One of the most orthodox monarchs of 
Bukhira, ShQh Murhd Beg, wishing to put an end finally to Merv, 
destroyed the dam which furnished the supply of water to the town. 
After this Merv was obliged to surrender to the troops of the Amir of 
RukhLra. Part  of the population of Merv was transferred to  the 
Khanate of BukhLa and the remainder to Herat.* 

As is well known, Merv a t  the present time forms the point of 
concentration of the Teke Turkumhns. 

I n  1824-25 the celebrated English traveller Moorcroft visited the 
valley of the Oxus. All the members of this expedition left their bones 
in this desert valley, filled with ruins.$ I n  the year 1832, the daring 
Burnes went on the track of this celebrated traveller into the vtllley of 
tile Am& I n  1838-39 Wood and Dr. Lord visited the upper part of the 
valley of the AmG, but did not go below Tbsh-KGrgBn. I n  1840 the 
English officers Hurslem and Sturt, and in the same year Stoddart and 
Conolly, passed through this valley and went to Bukhbra. I n  1845 Ferrier 
travelled through nearly the whole of the Khurb in  of the Khalifs. He  
made a round from Herat by Maimena, Balkh, TQsh-KlirgBn, Khuram, 
Rlld by t,he entirely unknown countries (first visited by him since Seltln 
13sber) of the ('entral Hazarhjat and returned to Herat. From that 
tirnP up to the journey of the Russian Mission not a ~ ing le  European 
h:&d been in tile lands of ancient Bactriana, more lately TokharistBn and, 
a t  the present time Afglliin Turkistrin. 

+ Mir Ahdnl Karim-Histoire de 1'Asie Centrnle, p. 245. 
t Mlr Abdul Kariin, p. 140. 
f The following is what we read nbout Moorcroft's denth ill l311r1ien : " W i t 1 1  thin I mend 

(lotter of Dr. Lord to Burnea) a scrap of p p e r  found by me amongrt Rome ncrnl~ntn on 
wliicl~ Ilrr writtrn by t l ~ e  hand of 'r1-ebeck, under date 6th Septemb~r 1825, thebe worde : 
' U. J1. arrived at Balk11 25111 August 1826, died 27th August.' 



CHAPTER VI. 

R o ~ d  along the River Rhhlm- Sayiid-Night journey-Raisikb-The Haibak bnsin- 
The defile of Dam-i-Zindr~n-Burnes' hyperb~le--Sarbi~h--Khfi~.a~n - Firkt pas8 on 
the road to BAmiln, the Ch~rnbirnk-The V;~lley of Rhi-Sources of the River Kl~hlm 
and the Do-Bb de ression-Second hyperbole given by Bnrnes-The passes of Kizil 
and I<a'rn-Kohl-' ! he V;illey of Midair-Two pages from the contemporary history 
of Afghbnistln-Defile of Pnjglkh-The Goveroor of B&iniBn-The Kihmird Valley 
-Inaccuracy of .  Rurslem-The 1)andin-Shikan t~scent-The Saigan Vnlleg-Am- 
fcetida-The defi!e of S6khtn-chin&r-The p o i ~ ~ t  of liigi-nau-The Ak RabQt Pass-- 
View from it over the panortlma of the surrounding hills-Descent from the pass to 
the Ukrni~i Valley. 

On the 9th (21st) July we left TBsh-Kiirgin in the direction of KQbul. 
Slowly did our baggage train collect, and still more slowly did it issue from 
the gates of the garden and file off across the open space due south, 
towards where a dark cleft gaped in the monntain ramparts of the Paro- 
pamisus: this was the KhGlm defile. Again we are all in the saddle, 
both sick and healthy ; the former, if they did not look altogether hardy, 
were not dejected. Nazirov, however, was in  a bad way;  weakened 
terribly by an attack of fever the evening before, he had not actually 
the strength to control his fiery horse. Moasin Kh611, seeing him in  
difficulties, lent him hie own excellent roadster, and himself took the 
other. I acknowledge that this conduct produced an  indefinable impres- 
sion upon me : last night terrible cruelty, the victim of which was a soldier 
half-beaten to death; to-day civility, although not shown to a wild Afghin. 

Our cavalcade filed along the Khhlm stream. On the left and 
opposite side lay the citadel of the town, with its very lofty castle. 
The road crosses the river twice. A t  the points of passage excellent 
stone bridges are built with granite abutments. These bridges would 
have done honour to a country which was not so wild and poor as the 
Challir-Vilayat. Their width was sufficient for the passage of the 
broadest araba (native cart), and their durability sufficient to bear a consi- 
derable weight. I must remark that the swiftness of the river current 
a t  this point is very considerable. We move on further nnd further, 
past, verdant gardens, picturesquely shading the rocks overhanging die 
river, past houses scattered here and there, and tombs. Two or three mus- 
jids, or challels of saints, I do not know which, are left behiud us; the 
h a p s  of sheeps' horns placed here bear witness to  the tombs of local 
Musalman saints. 

But here commence the first short slopes of the range of hills rising 
steeply in front of us. This range is about 1,000 feet high above the 
level of the stream. I t s  highest poi~lts on the right and left, especially 
on the left, raise their cones to a considerable height above the surround- 
ing locality. The centre of the range, however, gradually sinks down, 
and, where the Klltilm stream crosses it, forms a grand defile, with walls 
several hundred feet high. I wall plunged into conteml~lation a t  the 
grand beauty of this gorge, which I now saw for the first time, Gut I w a s  



soon roused from this condition by the unpleasant ncws brought me by a 
Cossack of the escort, who came up a t  full gallop, that  the medicine load 
had fallen. The medicine load 1 It was ntlt  merely a common load that 
had fallen. If  the load with the stores, wines, or anything had 
fallen and broken, the misfortune would not have been so great; but tile 
medicine load in these parts, it was more precious than anytbiug else. 
I f  there was no quinine, the fevers might act on our small detachment as 
effectually as i t  did on Moorcroft's expedition. I f  there was no store of 
biscuits, it was of no consequence ; the native bread could be obtained 
anywhere. But  woe to us if we were dep~ived of our stock of opium! 

Of course, on receiving this unpleasant news, I flew like an arrow to 
the baggage, and there actl~ally saw the mediciue boxes lying on the 
g ~ o u n d ,  and, alclngfiide of them, an exhausted horse, apparently quite 
contented that  he had succeeded in getting rid of his load. I threw my- 
self on the boxes, opened them, and was able to draw my breath freely, 
for apparently none of the things were broken. 

As this was not the first fall the medicine load had had, and I feared 
that  i t  would occur again, when probably matters would not turn out so 
fortunately as up t o  the present time, I went to  the General and drew 
attention to the danger of such an  occurrence, pointing out that  some fine 
day we would be left without a grain of quinine and without a drop of acid. 
M y  representations were accepted as they should have been, and the cara- 
van-bashi was given the strictest order in future to tell off the strongest 
and best-conditioned horse for the medicine chest. 

But  here we are a t  the walls of the defile. This is not merely a 
common defile ; i t  is rather enormous gates, stone door-posts, polished 
smooth by time and the river, and several hundred feet high. The walls 
were of a greenish-grey colour and gloomy. They produce upon one 
a certain oppressive feeling by their grandeur. Above, a t  an inacces- 
sible height, is seen a narrow streak of bright blue sliy; below, at 
our feet, murmurs the stream, breaking through this rocky dam, and 
in f r o~ l t  of us is gloom and the indistinct outlines of the pass. 

'1 he breadth of the defile does not exceed 40 paces, and in places i t  is 
narrower. The breadth of the actual road, which runs along the right 
wall of the defile, and on the left is bollnded by the roaring stream, 
does not exceed 5 to  8 paws. 

When we entered the defile, the sounds of the trumpet resounded 
through the' sombre rocky mass, and the beat of the drum filled i t  with 
thunder-like echoes. The l e ~ ~ g t h  of the pass is less than half a verst. 
It then commences gradually to widen out and passes into a narrow 
mountain valley, following the stream throughout, and fringed on both 
sides rnith high and v e ~ y  steep parallel ranges of hills. I n  places the 
bills presented sharp edges, and here one could aee that they consisted of 
algillaceoo~ shale ; in some places the exposed bl~lffs appeared simply to 
consist of hardened earth. I n  the places where the slopes of the hills 
were not so steep, they were clothed with scanty, brown grass, burnt up 
by the sun, and with moss; lichens grew 011 the cornic~s of the rocks. 
qlhe banks of the river soon proved fit for cultivation. Here and there 

beds of cotton, the bursting pods of which ilready showed 
their and rosy tints. Still lur t l~er  on there appeared also small 
ptehrs of wheat-fields, but the wheat was already cut ; the stubble alone 
remained in the fields. 



I n  the meantime the road now ran along the very bank of the river, 
and now clung to the precipitous roclzs of the neighbouring stony range, 
rising slightly into the hills, descending again and winding about. I t s  
surface was excellent; you could not wish for a better cirattsse'e. I n  
places this natural rhnlcrske was covered, however, with a quantity of fine 
and sharp stones, which were not good for the horses. 

About 10 miles from Tish-Kiirgin we passed a small villa,ge with 
piles of sheaves of wheat and clover (lucerne) on the Bat roofs of the 
unsightly native houses. The village seemed quite uninhabited. On  the 
road, however, we sometimes met a few passers-by, amongst whom were 
some women, shrouded from head to  foot in their " chadar-savin." 

* * *: * * * 
The road continues on winding capriciously, f ollowi~jg the line of the 

river. The sharp ridges of hills steadily accompany it. Bu t  here is, as i t  
were, the e11d of the defile. I t  is completely closed by a transverse wail 
of hills! Where is the road ? Where is one to go to  ? You reach the 
end before you, and unexpectediy see that  on the left an opening extends, 
bending round a t  almost a right angle to the former direction of the 
route. One has to turn round a sharp ridge which juts out from the 
rocky mass, and behind this ridge a picturesque panorama opens out to  
your view. 'l'he defile opens out into an almost circular basin with a 
diameter of nearly one verst ( 3  mile). . '1 he stream .divides this basin 
into two almost equal halves. 

The larger half on the right has just had the corn cut from i t  ; the 
smaller half on the left is occupied by a rather extensive vill:lge, snugly 
and picturesquely situated ou the slopes of the hilly amphitheatre. This 
village is called Sa,yad, and lies 15 versts ( 0 miles) from 1'8sh- K6rgin. 

W e  cross by a wooden bridge to the left bank of the river, and tents 
already await us, prepared beforehand and pitched on the very brink of 
the stream. 

The Afghin commander accompanying us  makes us his usual 
morning visit, asks us if we are comfortably lodged, and then, saluting us, 
goes out to his own tents. The poor Cossacks ! Five of t'hem suffered 
severely from fever; one of them even sllowed all the signs of the 
dangerous apoplectic form; with all of. them the spleen was much 
enlarged and painful from the pressure. 

On the following day we rose early in the morning, at 3 A.M. It 
waE still quite dark and one wished much to sleep on, but we had to 
mount. ?'he Cossacks formed line and " We wish you good health, 
Excellency," resounded in the night air in reply to the salutation of the 
commander. W e  again had to cross the bridge to pass through a 
narrow defile and then a rather broad valley, apparently cultivated (in 
the darkness one could not see properly); on the right were hills, on the 
left also hills ; t l ~ e  road was now soft, now stony ; we several times had 
to cross irriga,tion chan nela ; then a gradual asclen t, and aEter i t  a long 
and steep descent. This is all one can say about this day's march. In 
the darkness one had actually to grope one's way along. Even the 
bright southern stars assisted us but  little. 'I'he moon had set on this 
night a t  2 A.M., SO we could not uttilise its enlightening rays, and owing to 
the darkness we rode very slowly. About '6 A.M., when i t  was already 
pretty light, on descending a hill we saw, about 5 versts off on the left 
of the road, t l ~ e  apparently rather large village of Hazrat S u l t h .  We 



left i t  on our left. On  finishing the descent, the road ran along a hrge 
irrigation ohannel, wlxich extended up to the village of t)idisi&b, where 
our daily halting-place was fixed. On reaching any station I 
first make myself acquainted with the surroundings, and this I did here. 
Our halting-ground, and also the tolerable-sized village of Bidisiib 
were situated in an open hollow. On the east and west this hollow wag 
bounded by steeply rising, as it were detached, rocky hills, attaining 
e, height of several hundred feet. On the north-east extended fields, 
apparently reaching up to the village of Hazrat Sult in;  on the north 
and north-west, flat high ground, from which we had descended to the 
village, and on the south the hollow is quite open. 1 was very much 
pleased that before starting from Samarkand I had bought a small 
pocket compass, all for 30 kopeks, in joke. Now this compass, carried 
for convenience in my watch-pocket, did me good service. Whenever 
1 looked at my watch, I also used the compass, and in a manner which 
quite eluded the vigilance of the AfghBns, who apparently watched us 
very eagerly, and consequently disturbed our '' naturalist " (the topo- 
grapher) to  no small extent. Once he was regularly caught. This 
happened once when he was noting in his book the last turn of the 
road and some village. Mossin Khin, who for some reason was very fond 
of the "naturalistJsJJ society, a t  once asked him what he had in the 
book. The naturalist, however, composed his face as if praying, 
muttered with his lips for some seconds, then kept profou~d silence, 
sighed heavily, and finally feelingly closed his book. This poursc of 
action satisfied Mossin KhBn as an answer better than anything, and appa- 
rently set a t  rest any suspicions as to  any further observations of the 
topographer in his black book. 

The usual tent of the Indian type already awaited us a t  our halting- 
ground. It was, however, still quite early, 8 A.M. ; the air was fresh and 
pure, and in fact i t  was so cool (ouly 6B°F., which was such an unusual 
phenomenon for us who had experienced a heat of 86" F. on the 
peceding days) that we did not desire to avail ourselves of its hospit- 
able shade. 

To-day Mossin Kh6n for some reason thought of treating me to his 
cooling drink. Outside i t  was ,only 77OF.  a t  10  A.M., and Mossin 
KhQn proposes his cooling " ab-i-limu !" One could say nothing ; tlie 
time was most unseasonably chosen, especially if we remember that, a t  
the time of the greatest heat, reaching 1 1 1-74' F. in the shade, this 
same NIossin Khin  had never uttered a syllable about his cooling nectar. * * Jc * * * 

After breakfast, part of the Mission went to  sleep, and the more 
active part, impelled by a lively curiosity, expreswd the wish to do some- 
thing, to go somewhere and see the neighbourhood. 

There were the ruins of what looked like a windmill, sticking up 
before our eyes, and for some reason built on a very steep hill,-so steep 
and high (about 150 feet) that the carrying backward8 and forwards of 
the grain and flour was probably a work of great labour. I doubt 
whether these were the ruins of a, windmill. Why sho111d they build 
one in such an inconvenient place, all the more so as a wide irrigation 
canal admitted of the construction of a watermill with little expense 
and every convenience 2 I was more inclined to put down these ruins 
as the remains of a tower or fortification. At all events why not con- 



vince oulvelves as to what they really were? The hill was vely eteep, 
but one could mount it on foot, and i t  was not more than 200 paces 
from our tents. The next thing was to  ask for permission to go to the 
ruins on the hill. '' To ask for what ? " says the reader. I say again, 
' l  permission ! " I will put an  end to your uncertainty and say that  permis- 
sion was refused. " I t  was dangerous." This phrase had now become 
a stereotyped one amongst the-Mission. There was then nothing left 
for it but to join the sleepers. 

On the following day, or rather night, and a pretty dark one too, we 
started on our journey, Some of the sick Cossaclrs, worn out with the 
feverish attack which had seized them the whole preceding day, had only 
just fallen asleep, and the beneficent sleep had just commenced to have 
its good effect when they again had to get  into the saddle and jolt along 
for several hours. 

Nevertheless the signal trumpet makes the neighbouring hills resound 
with its sharp notes and awakes the night echoes ; but i t  also awakes our 
little camp ; then the drum beats and we move on. It was very dark-so 
dayk that for some paces n o t h i ~ ~ g  could be seen. We had scarcely madg 
a few steps forward when one of the horsemen disappeared suddenly as 
if he had sunk through the eart4. Struggles and cries were heard. 'J'hosg 
riding near him at once dismounted and w e ~ t  to the help of the fallen 
horsemau. I t  turned out to be Zamin-beg. His horse in the dark had 
not seen a hole, made a false step, and had fallen into it. The rider, of 
course, fell with the horse. Fortunately they got off rather cheaply. 
Zamin-beg only received a slight contusion of the left foot, and the horeg 
dislocated its right shoulder. Having changed his horse Zamin-beg 
again mounted. 

We rode on in the darkness of the night. About this march one can 
only say that we rode by the hour along the side of some hill, and tha t  
a range of hills rose up to our left. Occasionnlly we came across solitary 
huts. Heaven only knows whether the field through which we rode, 
and which apparently extel~ded far  to our right, was cultivated or 
not. 

We came across two or three irrigation canals, from which one might 
conclude that the field was cultivated. Of the direction of the march one 
could only judge by the position of the polar star. Afterwards the topo- 
grapher told mc that, in order to read the degrees on his compass, he had 
lighted n cigarette, and by its light read the bearings to half a degree. 
M'e again rode slowly owing to the darkness. It was only after riding 
for several hours thqt dawn broke, and the white fleecy shroud of morning 
mist commenced slowly to rise qnd disappear; immediately after 
the first rays of the rising surl broke over the clear-cut hill tops and 
penetrated tbe morning mist with galden streaks, and i t  was only then t,hat 
it Leaawe possible to  take note of what we yere riding through. Now , 
the locality proved to be an cxtensive plain, stretching from south -east 
to north-west; in length the eye measured it at 10 miles and its breadth 
was 3& to 43 miles. It was all dcnsely cultivated. Here and there 
amongst the fields were seen villages literally buried in green shady gar- 
dens. One could now see, and was not left to guess as before, that the 
stream which we had crossed by a ford while i t  was yet dark was the 
Khlilm stream. 

This extensive yalley vyas apparently well populated and cultivated. 



W e  soon after passed s village, the name of which remained unknown to 
me. Before reaching this village the direct road from Haztmat SultBn 
joined our route. The road was now wider and fit for the movement of 
wheeled traffic. A great deal of traffic apparently goes on along it, as it 
was well beaten with aru6a ruts and the tracks of caravans and baggage 
animals. W e  gradually approached the soutll-east end of the valley. 
The villages situated along the River Khiilm, which flowed almost through 
the centre of the valley, became more important ones and the gardens 
thicker. Finally we reached a stone bridge, of several arches, thrown 
over the KhGlm River. The bridge was good and strong, arched, and 
made of large blocks of stone. Having crossed to the other side, we a t  
once entered a village and rode through its gardens right up to our halt- 
ing-place. A t  about a verst from it  we had to ride through the street of 
the village of Haibak. This is a very large village, and on our way we 
had often to turn out of one street into another. 

W e  again crossed a bridge thrown acrose a deep ravine, a t  the bottom 
of which flowed a brook, ascended a hill, and then again descended to the 
stream ; went along its banks for several hundred paces and reached two 
enormous chinir  (plane) trees. Under the shade of these giant chiniirs 
our tents were pitched. The selection of this place for a camp did honour 
to the zesthetic taste of the Afghins. The chinirs were w wide-spread- 
ing  that  our large Indian tent and all the others also were completely shel- 
tered under its shade. 

Halt. Again some of us lie down to sleep; again some of us keep 
awake. 

" Doctor ! " was the customary exclamation of the General, " Well, 
how goes i t  ? The air is wonderful here ; 1 think we must be a t  a consi- 
derahle elevation (the height from English information was 4,000 feet). 
How are the Cossacks? I fancy they must be getting well. Look a t  
the elevated situation of this place and a t  the water too; tell me, oughtn't 
this to  have a good effect on them ? " 

I agreed with the General's opinion that  the Cossacks must get well, 
that  the locality was high, but added that in the Caucasus there were 
many elevated spots, but  a t  the same time they were very feverish 
localities. 

The General a t  once was drawn illto calling to  mind his service in 
t.he Caucasus. W e  spoke much about the "celebrated Lesgian line," 
whele he was District Commander for  some time; about DBgesthn, &c. 
Now the Colonel begins to talk also, roused from his slumber by the men- 
tion of familiar places. The General and Colonel had many ~ o i n t s  in 
common with reference to the Caucasus, as both of them had long served 
there. Wllilst this conversation and the review of the past experiences 
of the General and Colonel was going on, I left tlle tent and, impelled 
by curiosity, went towards a hill lying near. The topographer also went 
with me. 

We jumped over the mud fence separating our camp from the hill, on 
which rose a fortification, and climbed up the hill. The Afghin sentries 
saw us, but did not prevent our going further. We moun td  higher and 
higher up the steep stony slope of the hill, reached the Eortification, went 
round i t  to the right, and found ourselves a t  the highest point of the bill. 
Before us lay, as if in the palm of the hand, the extensive valley of the 
Haibak. Far to the west tLe part of the valley traversed by us in the 



was lost t o  view. On  the north a t  this place i t  is hemmed in 
by hills, but beyond them again opens out to  the north-east and is lost to  
view in the distance. To the south the hills commence with that  on which 
we stood, and to the south-east was seen the narrow depression of the 
Khi lm River, quickly lost to view in the windings of the Haibak defile. 

The of Haibak consists really of several separate villages, 
bordering, in a crescent, the hill slope of the southern range of hills on 
which we stood, and on which, a few feet below us, was situated the fortifi- 
cation. This fortification consisted of a tower of several storeys, surrounded 
by high mud walls. It commanded the village and the parts of the 
valley adjacent to  it on the east and north. I n  mavy places gigantic trees 
stood out in  the dark mass of gardens, rising loftily above the general 
level of the valley vegetation. These were, in all probability, similar 
gigantic cllin6rs to those under the shade of which our tents were pitched. 
Scarcely had the topographer succeeded in making the necessary sketches 
and notes for his route, scarcely had I succeeded in taking in the general, 
and, to do it justice, very grand, picture of the locality, when an Afghin  
sentry sudderrly appeared on the scene and began to say something in an  
excited manner and wave his arms in a downward direction, towards our 
camp. Out  of all he said 1 only understood " ne mi-shavad" and 

Jurn/~I,'' the former being " It cannot be," and the latter " General ;" this 
was interpreted by us to mean that  the General required us. There was 
nothing to be done; we had to return to camp and listen to  a lecture for 
our unauthorized absenze from it. 

On the following day, the 12th (14th) July, me passed through the 
majestic defile (gorge) of the Darah-i-Zindin. This gorge is also called 
the Haibak. Burnes, who passed through it in 1832, explains its being 
called the Llarah-i-Zindan, by saying that  it is so gloomy ; its walls are so 
high and so close together that the rays of the sun never shine into it, 
consequently perpetual gloom reigns in it, as in a prison (Darah-i-Zindin 
means the " prison pass "j. I must say that  the respected Burnes on 
this occasion allowed his fancy to  pervert facts. The rocky walls of 
the defile are really very high, reaching in places a height of 500 feet, 
and being a t  the same time ot'trn precipitous; but it is possible for the 
sun's rays to penetrate the depth because the main direction of the axis 
is north and south. Besides this, in places the defile is half a verst wide, 
and is never narrower than 50 sa,jCnes (350 feet). If I had been ignorant 
of the trustworthy explanation of the name of the gorge, 1 should ratller 
have explained its origin as due to purely optical causes The fact is that 
the gorge sometimes winds to one side, sometimes to the other, of its gene- 
ral axis. I n  a section of the gorge, between two such bends, owing to the 
laws of linear perspective, you see neither entrance nor exit to the gorge, 
and thus, seeing yourself surrounded on all sides by preci1,itous and often 
very lofty walls, you feel yourself, as i t  were, buried alive in an immense 
pit or prison. I say that I shollld have given this explanatio~i of the 
etlyrnology of the word if I had not known the actual interpretation of 
the name ; i t  is, however, quite simple and renders any guesses on this 
account ~jerfectly unnecessary. Five miles sonth of Haibak, at the village 
of Aktim, the remains of caves are seen in the northern wall of the gorge. 
These caves formerly played, and may even now play, the r61e of prisons. 
There, they say, some well-known Central Asian prisoner was kept 
once for a long time, but I could not ascertain who he was, and on this 



occasion my passion for collecting various statements and traditions was 
not gratified. 

this day we marched from our halting-ground a t  7 A.M. Oa  
this occasion we gave each their due-sleep for the night and movement 
for the day. Owing to this, with what pleasure I made this dayJs 
march ! I waa able to admire t o  the full the grand, precipitous, glisten- 
ing limestone rocks, the beautiful fruit gardens which extend along the 
gorge for 10 versts (63 miles), like a. coutiouous wood; the rushing, 
babbling river, now boiling in whirlpools, now descending in waterfalls, 
dashing a thousand jets of spray over the walls enclosing the stream on 
either side. In  the gorge there are villages situated a t  various distances 
apart, tbe dome-shaped houscs of whioh, like beehives in an endless 
bee-garden, peep out here and there from amongst the groves of trees. 
Apricots, peaches, and vineyards were also seen. Here and there the 
gardens or orchards cease and give place to  corn-fieIds, though, i t  is true, 
on a miniature scale. The Indian-corn and millet were already out in e4r. 

The whole defile was literally filled with golden sun-light, * * * * * * 
About 10 miles from Haibak the gardens ceased, the miniature oorn, 

fields for a short distance further contested the possession of the gorge 
with the rocky masses, which encroached more and more. Soon, however, 
they too disappeared, and the gorge assumed a gloomy, but nevertheless 
a majestic character. 

The road through the gorge is only practicable for pack animals i 
arabuu could not pass here in many places. 

The road sometimes runs along the very bank of the river, and some- 
times clings to cornices running high above its bed, changes from one 
bank to the other and winds about. A t  the places where i t  changes from 
one bank to another, good stone bridges are built, wide enough -for two 
horsemen easily to cross abreast. I n  some places the road is covered with 
coarse, round pebbles, ccbbles, and fragments of the neighbouring rocks, 
A t  these points the road requires great care on the part of the rider. It 
is more than risky to ride anything but a sure-footed horse over these 
places. 

Bu t  now the drum beats, and all halt, This is exactly half way on 
the march ; men and horses must be rested and then forward again I 

The deadly uniformity of the gorge for several versts, even though it 
is so grand, commences to weary one. Rocks and stones, stones and 
whirlpools, then more rocks and s to~es ,  bare, deathlike, and desert I Not 
a sprig of green overshadows these wild rocks. Will gardens begin 
again soon ? Several times the defile has branched out and thrown off 
lateral ravines in various directions, but its character hes remained the 
same. 

Suddenly, after a bend, a grove of giant apricot trees meets the eye, 
close up to the right wall of the gorge; then, one after the other, little 
gardens, each with the inevitable dome-shaped house, each in its own 
thicket. The walls of the gorge gradually open out ;  the rocks become 
less perpendicular ; miniature fields again appeared. I s  Sar-high close ? 
'' One kroh," replies Mossin KMn.  Kroh l What  kind of measure is 
this ? It is an Afghiin, or rather Indian, measure = 4,000 paces. Four 
thousand paces ; this is not much. Bu t  we did according to our calcula- 
tion more than this; along the sides of the road are thick gardens, 



tempting one to rest under their shady bed ; nevertheless there is no sign 
the tents. W e  again climbed up a higtl cornice, mounting 

higher and higher, and passed an  empty village with ruined houses. 
Ruined hollses ! Deserted villages ! And this in the beautiful garden 
with which the hollow was filled ! What  does this mean ?* Golden 
apricots tempt one, and walnuts hang over one's very head ; one has only 
to stretch out one's hand to pluck them. Here we also saw rice-fields, far  
below a t  our feet. Then another descent., a verst's ride through thick 
gardens, and finally we are a t  Sar-bLgh. 

Sar-bBgh is such a curious place that  i t  is difficult t o  give a simple 
description of it. However, F will t r y  to  do so. 

Our tents were pitched in a shady garden, on beautiful green turf. 
The garden, which consisted almost entirely of fruit trees except a few 
elms and chinil.s, occupied a small area, bounded on three sides by pre- 
cipitous schist. roclts. From out of this rock broke forth three fine springs, 
dividing, in their course, Gur green camp into several little islands. The 
clearness, purity, and taste of this water were excellent. 

I should say that in almost all the villages which we had passed 
through, commencing from TBsh-KiirgAn, the cliinir (plane) tree inevitably 
appears, as if bearing witness to  the mighty vegetation here. I muit  
remark, too, that  there is nothing more majestic or beautiEul in the vege- 
table world of Central Asia than these trees. Even t.he elm cannot, in 
my opinion, bear comparison with the chinir. Immediately on reaching 
the camp the locality was carefully explored by myself and the topo- 
grapher. To-day the General permitted us to make a little excursion 
in the neighbourhood. This time we were accompanied by an Afgh4n 
escort. 

On the following day, a t  8 A.M., we were ngain starting. Through- 
out this march, 13 verets (83 miles) in length, the road runs tlrrough a 
continuously cultivated and thicltly-wooded locality. This is the same 
defile we were passing through yesterday, in places widening out and 
again contracting, but everywhere cultivated. It appears like one oon- 
tinuous garden. And what lux~irious vegetation there is here ! In the 
village of Khuram I saw stems of vines a foot thick. A great many 
barberry bushes were also to be seen, which proved the possibility of 
growing them here alongside of the vine : this is not a usual spectacle in 
Russian Turkistin. 

The road from Sar-b6gh to Khuram runs a t  first for a distance of 
9 versts (1& mile) due south, and then turns sharply to the west, inelin- 
ing  here from the Khiilm River to the right. But afterwal-ds, in 3 0, 

4 versts (2 to 23 miles), having passed the village of Gazi-Mazir,t i t  again 
turns south. It then winds in conformity with the bends of the Hiver 
Khdlm, which i t  crosses several times from one banli to the other j a t  
these places there are good stone bridges on piers built everywhere. 

A small halt was made half way. The Debir entertained us here 
with dried fruit and tea. 

The road then keeps a general south-east direction, especially for a 
or 3 versts up to Khuram and through it. Here the gorge, still bounded by 
the same gigantic rooks, almost everywhere precipitous and e r ~ e s s ~ ~ ~ l ~  

+ Moorcroft mye that thie village was destroyed by the celebrated Murid Beg, 
JCund6z robber, in 1823. 

t Probably Cihrizi-Ma&. 



picturesque, widens sufficiently to allow of pretty large plots to be culti- 
vated for growing various grains. W e  rode for some time through fields 
covered with a thick crop of uncut wheat ; millet was hardly in ear yet. 
On our way through the village, which extended for 2 or 3 versts, 
a great many mosques were met with. I turned my attention to this point 
and ascertained that Khuram was chiefly inhabited by Musulman 
priests. The land forms their own unalienable property, and even the 
Amirs of Kibnl cannot dispose of i t  a t  their will. 

The Debir, upon this, informed us that not only the Mission, but he 
himself, the Debir, and the AfghPn escort accompanying him, wcre nothing 
more than guests here. He therefore begged the Mission not to be 
exacting if the entertainment here was not so good as he himself 
supplied us with. But who understands the meaning of entertainment 
better than the priestly fathers of every country and religion? I t  is 
sufficient to say that the best liquor has been invented by the Benedic- 
tine monks. The Mullas of Khuram did not behave scurvily, but enter- 
tained the " KPfirs" well, i.e., they sent us fruits and plenty of Sda'ahlik 
(pilau). The dinner of the reverend Musulman fathers was washed 
down with Russian Madeira. 

On  this day some of the Cossacks could not resist the temptation and 
bathed in the river. I think i t  was only the proximity of the rather 
broad, deep river, which tempted t'hem. The temperature of the air for 
the last three days has been very mild. At Sar-biigh a t  2 P.M. i t  was 
84.2' F., and here in Khuram a t  1 P.M., 86'3O F. These figures are not a t  
all high in comparison with the temperature we had had in the steppe 
districts of Afgldn TurkistBn, where the neual thing was 104 to 106' F. 
They acquire more significance when I add that the morning and evening 
temperature (at 7 o'clock) for Sar-bPgh was 88-75' P. and 80.0C F., and 
for Khuram 76.3' and 75'. From these figures i t  will be seen that the 
great variations of temperature for the 24 hours observed in the steppes 
of Afghin Turkist6n did not prevail here. The small variation of the 
temperature, the purity of the air, and the fine locality through which we 
had now marched for three days, had this effect, that no further cases of 
fever occurred amongst the Mission. The Cossacks again recovered their 
cheerfulness ; songs were heard again, which had been silenced since the 
time of thc fever epidemic a t  Mazir-i-SLarif. 

Thank heaven we have not to get up and start in the middle of the 
night; the very earliest is now 6 A.M. To-day is the 14th (26th) July, 
and we have crossed the first pass in the 8ystem of the Hindu Ku'sl~ on 
the Bimi in  road. The road for the first 7 or ti versts (43 to 5Q miles) 
from Khuram runs through the same gorge which commenced a t  Haihak. 
Beyondthe village of Pul-i-ib-jili a stone bridge over the River KhGlm leads 
us to its right bank. Immediately afterwards the road, leaving the river 
on the right, commences to ascend a hill. The road, a t  first broatl, a8 it 
ascends the Ilill, becomes a narrow path cut in the rocky bed. Tile ascent 
extends for 2 versts (13 miles). Then, having reached the highest point of 
the ascent,the road runs for some time over an almost horizontal plateau. A 
small descent then leads us into a narrow, waterless valley, which in its turn 
ends i n  a very narrow gorge, blocked with stones. Beyond tllis gorge again 
extends a pretty broad valley, leading to a second ascent. But here is a de- 
seest again. Here we only have to descend in order, in a few minutes, to again 
.soend a still higher pass. This is the pass mentioned above, and is really 



the Chnrnbarak, although the whole group of passes between Khuram and 
Nui bear this name. Before ascending the last, i.e., the third pass, the 
road turns sharply to  the west. Having ascended a very steep slope by 
a i t  reaches the highest point of the pass, when the road, for a dis- 
ta~lce of + verst (Q mile) is literally worn in  the slippery rock. The 
greater number of us here went on foot, but M o s ~ i n  KhSn made nothing of 
i t  ; his cat-li ke KataghBni pony did not even know that  this was a difficult 
and slippery road; he does not even discriminate between whether there 
is a road or not; if there is only some crack in the rock for him he a t  once 

his hoof on it; it remains as if glued to  the rock ; consequently it is 
in no way surprising that  Mossin K h i n  preferred to ride on straight. H e  
did not Fay the least attention to  the road; the reins were loose on the 
pommel, and he did not even move a finger to show the horse the road. 
However, it would be quite superfluous for him to do so ; the KataghBni 
knows the road and character of the surface better than any rider; he 
does not make a single false step ; the mountains are his element. And 
what a wretched-looking beast to look a t  l He simply looked worth 
nothing,-small, ugly, hamp-backed, long-eared, and, in addition, with a 
well-worn back. Nevertheless this beast became an object of envy to all 
of us. Once the General asked Mossin K h i n  how much he would take 
for his horse ? " I won't take an! thing," replied he, giving him to  under- 
stand that this horse was priceless in his eyes. H e  was not only a good 
judge of horses, but a great lover of them. You must not think that he 
obtained his horses in the same manner as other people,-that is, by simply 
buying them when full-grown in some KataghRni village. Not at all. 
H e  first ascertained who had good mares ; then he obtained several young 
colts and reared them a t  his house. U p  to four years old he did not use 
them for ditl-icult journeys, but by degrees trained them to riding, and deve- 
loped in them those qualities which struck the eye of an outsider. He  said 
on this subject that  it/is by no means every colt selected by him that  turns 
out well and satisfies all the requirements desired by him. Out of ten colts 
perhaps two or three turn out suitable, seldom more. He teaches his horses 
two paces : the so-called '' tropola," or " pacing," and the gallop. Botll 
paces leave nothing to be desired ; the " pacing " of his Kataghini gets 
over 15 versts ( 1  0 miles) an hour. 

A t  almost the highest point of the pass, forming the bare summit of a 
limestone ridge, some a~.chn trees (juniper) grow. These were the only 
trees I had seen 11p till now in this country growing in a natural state, 
i .e . ,  not pl:~nted by the hands of man. All the vegetation, and, one must 
remark, very thick vegetation, which I have yet observed, is the work 
of hornan hands. I saw no natural moods, either in the hills or the 
valleye. The path wound round the highest point of the pass and 
commenced to descet~d a gently incliuing plateau. Far below, to the 
west, was seen an extensive valley, and i t  was in the directioll of the 
valley that we were descending. The descent extended for 6 or 7 vet-sts 
(4 to 43 miles). Having descended, the Khlilm stream was again before 
us; here, too, was a good stone bridge, thrown from one bank of tbe river 
to  the other. In this extensive hill valley, which spread out before us, a t  
a few paces from the stream the tents ready pitched awaited the wearied 
and thirsty travellers. Along the road, throughout the whole length of 
the pass, not s drop of water was procurable. 

The valley of Rui, into which we had descended, is almost o square 



area, with a breadth of 5 versts (34 miles). 'Phr hills surrounding it am 
not high and have generally a rather gentle trace. On  the north alone is 
seen a narrow gorge, bounded by crenelated walls and traversed by the 
River Khblm. At  a few paces from our halting-ground up the river 
(i.e.! to  the south) was a caravansarai. It was built like a. small forti. 
frat ion;  around it were scattered some mud huts and felt yur*. The 
valley was partly covered with corn-fields of wheat, a t  that time scarcely 
ripe. l f o s t  of the space was occupied by pasture land. Mossin Khan 
informed us that two large villages were situated a few versts from our 
camp, from which without trouble forage and provisions for a consider- 
ably larger detachment than our cavalcade could be supplied (our 
cavalcade, mith the AfghSn cavalry and infantry escorts, amounted to 
600 men and 400 horses and donkeys). 

Bbdb.-To-day (i.a., 15th = 27th July) we again made a lather long 
march, namely, 27 versts (18 miles). We a t  first went up the Rui Valley, 
sown with wheat and millet. The River Khiilm was soon left to the left 
(east), After this our route for some time followed the valley of the. 
Rui stream, which was very winding and very shallow. I n  a distance of 
4 versts (23 miles) we had to  cross i t  8 times by fords. A t  6 versts 
from the Rui halting-ground the Rui stream was left on our right. ?'he 
road here bifurcates; one branch leads straight through n gorge or 
defile; the other branch turns i t  by the right, ascending a high pass in 
doing so. Our baggage train went by this latter route, but we rode 
straight on through the gorge. I have never seen anything like this 
gorge, either before or since. It was not a gorge; i t  was simply a rift, ai 
cleft in the solid mountain, having a length ot' 2 versts (1s miles). I n  
places the gorge was so narrow that the sky colcl/t nod be seen at a l l ;  
a horseman could scarcely ride i n  single $Ze; it was quile impossibZe.for two 
to ride abreast.  I n  some places the knees of the horseman and the 
stirrups grated against the sides of the rift. I t s  breadth a t  these places 
was only I !j arshins (3h feet). I n  places the rift opened out to 1 0  to 15 
saj6nes (70 to 105 feet), but not more. One could only determine the 
height of the walls of the gorge in these wider places, and they reached 
301) to 4(!0 feet. You felt yourself in this rift as if in a dungeon. All 
round you was a semi-gloom which only changed to n bright belt of light 
where the gorge opened out. The walls of the rift for a height of 4 to 6 
feet mere polished smooth-an undoubted proof that this rift was formed 
by the washing away of the rock by a mountain torrent. As, at the 
time we passed, the bed of the rift mas quite dry, although sprinkled 
with fine pebbles and detritus, i t  was evident that a stream only flowed 
tllrough in spring at  the time of tlie melting of the snows and also 
during the rains. I should not like to find myself here a t  the time of a 
sudden storm and downpour. I n  places the sift was encumbered with 
heaps rock had lately fallen down. Of one such h.ap the Debir 
said that i t  had only fallen a few days before. Something similar might 
have happened during our yssage  through ; it might have, but i t  did 
not, If it had, our curiosity would have cost us very dear. However, 
we now rode along mith the greatest caution. I n  front of us at various 
distances Afghin horsemen as scouts. All rode in the deepest 
silence ; the trumpeter did not even sound his trumpet, and the drummer 
was not even with us ; he, with his two drums slung on each side of his 
saddle, could not have passed through here. At lmt, however, a bright 



belt of ligllt appeared, and in  a few minutea we rode out of this defile 
into a small hill glade, where we joined our baggage train- 

W e  then had to  ascend a low but rather steep pass over a mountain 
spur. The descent from it, which was not steep or Dong, again brooght 
us to the valley of the River Khblm. Here the valley \om vmy narrow, 
surrounded by not very high but  almost precipitous rocle. I t  wan. 
remarkable that  the section of these rocks bad such a trace that  they 
seemed to collsist of several layers, of various thicknesses, placed o m  over 
the other quite horizontally. U p  to this time I had seen the strata 
either vertical or inclined a t  an angle, or mixed up  in various directions. 
The rocks, too, conforming to this disposition of the strata, rise, tel.1-ace- 
like, one above the other, The River Khiilm is hem no bigger than a 
broad brook. It is contiguous to the road on the left and accompanies it 
up to the village of D66b. 

When we rode into the valley just described, we maw in the middle of 
it a mounted group, formed up in two or three ranks. These horsemen 
were nothing but the local mountain inhabitants, Haziras, who had 
collected to receive and accompany the Mission. They were on the right 
side of the river, whilst we were riding on the left side of it. This new 
escort saluted the Mission from a distance and then rode parallel with it, 
but tllroughout the march on the opposite bank of the river. 

Outwardly the horsemen did not differ from the Afghins;  the same 
conical, shaggy, sheepskin hats, the same cotton coats, and long unblacked 
boots. Their horses mere of small size, and chiefly of a grey colour. Un- 
fortunately I cau say nothing about the type of face of the horsemen, as  
tl~roughout the ride they kept a t  some distance from us ; butl I noticed 
amongst them a novelty in d r ~ s s  which some of them had,-a movable 
leather peak attached to  their conical hat. 'l'his peak could be moved st 
will from the forehead to the back of; the neck or to  the temples without 
moving the hat. Several times the whole group set off a t  a gallop with 
a shout, and, having galloped ahout a verst, halted and waited for us, 
and then again moved on a t  a walk. 

The narrow little valley of the river was here carefully eult,ivated, 
If there was any plot along the banlrs fit for ploughing, it had been once 
dug up and sown. And what splendid wheat was growing on these plots 
of ground !-high, thick, full-eared, but still quite green. Although the 
situation here is so elevated that in all probability there is no great sum- 
mer heat,-and there is reason for supposing that  rain falls, even in sum- 
mer,-nevertheless irrigation channels were to be seen sometimes, cling- 
ing to the precipitous rocks or runnicg over the very bed of the stream 
in wooden troughs. Everywhere it was plain that  the local inhabitants 
were much in need of fields for growing corn, and did not fail to  make 
use of even the smallest plots of ground fit for cultivation. 

Wherever we went in this beautiful little valley, we had several 
timee to cross from one side of the stream to the other by very indifferent 
wooden bridges. However, these bridges were here quite unnecessary, as 
the river is not deep and can be easily forded wherever desired, wllich 
mas done several times by the Haziras before our eyes. I even think 
that  the bridges had been hastily run up specially for the Mission, 
which was evident from the newness and lightness of their construction. 

But here is an ascent again. On this occasion the River Kh4lrn 
rises up with ue, forming here a eeriee of effective waterfalls and 



cawadea. I n  a distance of nearly 2 versts (14 miles) the river ries from 
200 to  300 feet by uninterrupted cascades. 

* * * * * * 
A t  the foot of the waterfalls, a t  the time of our pesing,  a group 

of travellers had halted. Some caravan, probably from India, halted 
here for rest. But, curiously enough, there were women and even child- 
ren here with them;  so this could hardly be s trading caravan." The 
type of the men reminded us of our gypsies. It was noticeable tlmt the 
women with the caravan were unveiled, were not confused a t  meeting us, 
and did not t ry  to hide tl~emselves on seeing strange men. 

When we had passed the waterfalls, the road again ran over a 
level locality. The valley was here occupied by uninterrupted fields, 
divided into small plots. I n  some places there were lucerne beds 
finer and more fragrant than I had ever seen at l'iskhand. I n  the 
places where the river overflows, emerging from its bed, fringed with 
emerald-green banks, there are miniature nteadows. The rocks, sur- 
rounding the valley on both sides, are still, however, as lofty and lifeless 
as before ; there is not a bush upon them, not a blade of grass. Finally, 
a large village appeared in the distance, and they told us that  our camp- 
ing-ground would be there. Now we have reached it. Near a tree, 
which proved to be a very old willow, was the " fort," or tower of D6Qb. 

But it was a very poor fort. However, if I call by this high-sound- 
ing name the four-cornered mud enclosure, with its half-ruined little 
towers a t  the four corners, which w.rs before m y  eyes, i t  is only in 
imitation of our powerful and enlightened predecessors in Afghinistiin, 
the sons of crafty Albion ; for the ordini~ry type of Central Asian villages 
was christened and given the name of fort by English travellers from 
the time of Moorcrof't. As these forts, or fortlets, will be often met 
with by us further on, I consider that  it will not be out of place to give 
a short account of them here. 

Before you is a large or small rectangular enclosure, rarely a square ; 
all the sides of the rectangle consist of mud walls, 7 to 14 feet high ; the 
walls are sometimes loopholed. A t  all the four corners of the rectangle 
are round, and sometimes polygonal, towers of various diameter and height. 
The. roof of the towers is dome-shaped or flat. The thickness of the walls 
of the rectangle are up to 2 arshins ( 43  feet). Narrow windows are made in 
the towers, which may be looked on as loopholes. I n  the centre of one of 
the walls are rather wide gates, closed with folding-doors. If you go inside 
one of the rectangular enclosures, you see that on two opposite sides of i t  
dwelling-houses are constructed. These are simply rt row of mud huts, 
generally made in a very rough and dirty manner; the roofs of the huts 
are sometimes dome-shaped (especially in  places inhabited by Uzbaks), 
sometimes flat (chiefly in the Barniin, IrAk, and upper part of the KBbul 
valleys). Along the third, and sometimes the fourth walls, are built sheds 
for cattle, horses, camels, &c. On the roofs of the houses are generally 
stacketl stores of clover, straw, and also unground corn. 

l'he towers generally play a douLle rdle,-as etore-houses and ~ l acee  
of defence. They conseqriently consist of two storeys ; in the lower are 
nswlly placed the various household ntensils, and the upper is quite 
empty and has the loopholes I mentioned above. .- 

The Poaiadebm generally bsve their families w i h  them.-Tranrlafw. 



Tllese " forts are of various sizes, from that of a  mall caravansarai 
t o  a rectangle of 210 to  280 feet side. 

There are generally no wells in them, but  a stream often runs through 
them, or the sources of a stream are even found in them. Most frequent- 
ly, however, these villages stand on the banks of a stream. 

The village of Dh6b forms a " fort " of this type. Now, however, the 
times must have gea t l y  changed since the period when Burnes ~ a s s e d  
by here alld "aZumans')* flourished. Two of the walls of the village 
had fallen down, and not been rebuilt. Evidently their renewal was 
unnecessary, as there is no longer any fear of robbers. Nevertheless, the 
very existence of such a type of construction clearly testifies to  the want 
of order and the turbulent condition of the life of the community, which 
used to be the usual state of affairs in  this country. 

I f  the general state of insecurity has died out, compared with the 
time when Burnes visited these ~ laces ,  yet the physical characteristics of 
the country have undoubtedly remained the same. I altoget'her share the 
ecstacy oE the English traveller in contemplating this verdant valley, 
covered with emerald pasture ; but 1 allow that  I do not understand his 
description of the DhBb Valley, namely, that  part oE the descripkion where 
he speaks of the terrible overhanging rocks, shutting out all the 
stars a t  night, except those dimly showing a t  their zenith. A t  the 
village of Dl'lib itself, the valley is rather wide, and I could clearly 
observe the Polar Star. I do not think that  Burnes, a t  the place mentioned, 
could be speaking of the rift  through which we had passed, 6 versts 
(4  miles) from Rui, as not only are loaded camels, but even loaded horses, 
unal~le to  pass through i t ;  and he passed with a baggage caravan. It is 
impossible even for mounted men riding light to pass through a t  night. 
This part of Hurnes' description seems more likely to refer to the K i r a  
Kotal Pass, but the defile of this pass is 13 versts (83 miles) south-east of 
1)iiBb. Burnes, however, says : " We passed near the village of Dhib i n  
the bed of the stream and went up it through terril~le perpendicular 
rocks." As Burnes ~vas  travelling from scjuth to  north, i t  is evident that 
the phrase "we passed near the village of D G b "  cannot refer to the 
Ki ra  Kotal Pass. W e  must, therefore, come to the conclusion that  the 
Englisli traveller may have described the route only in its general out- 
lines, as he mas placed in an unsuitable position for doing otherwise. 
Reading his description of Bimiin route I am strongly inclined to think 
that he was sometimes unable to describe the route day by day, the result 
of which has been to produce indistinctness in his text.t  

Burslem, another English traveller, who was here in 1840, relates 
that  a t  some miles south of the village of D6ib is a remarkable cavern, 
fornlecl in a perpetual ancl extensive glacier and called "El.mnllik." 
But i t  is not the glacier which makcs this cavcrn remarkable; according 
t o  Hurslcm there arc in i t  several hundred human skul1s.f Here mas 
an  nntllopological store, if I may be allowed the expression, which was 
a t  the present time a great allurement to me. I much wished to visit the 
cavern and to carry off, if not a nrliole skeleton, a t  all events several 
skrllls. The (:olonel and " the Naturalist " (topographer) equally shared 
my dcsirc. There mould have bcen no difficulty in canying out thie 

f Turkumin rnid.-Translntor. 
t Uul.llcs' '' Tr~rvcls to Bokl~dra," Volume 11, page 286. 
3 Burmlcin : " A Peep illto Turkiet611," pagce 110-11. 



~vish, as we r ~ ~ a c h r d  cam]) pretty early ; i t  was not more than 1 I o'colck 
in  the morning, and one could ea,sily have mad? this small excursion before 
evming. The General, however, would not consent to this trip, al- 
tliouyh his reEusa1 was softened down by the promise of our seeing euery- 
tllirlg on our return journey. * * 34 * * * 

On the following day, the 16th (28th July), we traversed two passes- 
the Kizil Kotal and KQra Kotal. Both of tllem agree with tlair 
namps. Kizil Kotal means '( tlw red " and K&ra Kotal " the black pass." 
Bu t  I will not conduct the reader all a t  once to  the passes, but 
gradually ; first we liad to cross by a ford t l ~ e  stream, or more properiy 
the Lrook, of the Ab-i-~khiirak,  which flowed into the Khiilm stream 
a few yards above our camp. 'I'lie village of DGBb owes its name to 
the fact of being a t  the junction of two streams-dL, '( two;" and dl,, 
'( brook " (water). '1 he Ab-i-AkhGrak is a narrow, dirty stream, flowillg 
out of a, gorge, situated due south of Diiiib. * * * Jt * * 

Now, for a distance of several versts (4 to 5 in all = 23 to 3Q miles), 
unless you have confidence in your horse, you must look well to his feet; 
the road clings to cornices, not high ones, i t  is true, but strewn with 
detritus and round stones. A t  the 6th verst (4th mile) from the 
halting-ground, the road turns sharp to the south and runs for some 
distance In a gorge, presenting, however, nothing of a rernarkal)le 
character. Then an ascent commences, long, stony, and over an open hill 
slope. After three quarters of an hour's march you reach the saddle-backed 
summit of tlie pass, the colo~lr of the soil of which is quite red. This is 
the Icizil Kotal. '1'11e descent from it  is very steep, but on soft ground, 
and the road is so wide that it presents no ditficulties eve11 for the 
passage of an arnda (or cart). You then descend into a small valley with 
marshy soil; springs occur in places during the passage of this valley. 
I n  the middle of the valley, the breadth of which does not exceed half a 
mile, flows a brook, bordered by very marslly banks. This is the source 
of tlie Khdlm River. Sometimes corn-fields, yet scarcely in ear, nc.- 
ciJr. 'I'he slopes of the hills are gentle a r ~ d  covered with good suc- 
culent grass. The hollow extends from north to south for 5 or 6 
versts (33 to 4 miles) ; throngliout its whole extent there is not a single 
tree. On tlie left, a t  the time we p~~ssed,  a large drove of horses were 
feeding on the rounded hill slopes, and a little higher up were seen 
sever;tl yurls, in which tlle owners of the drove lived. 

Here is the ascent to the Kj ra  Kotal. The horses began to show 
stubbornness and did not wish to go into the muddy and very sticky 
marsh at the foot of the slope of tlie hill. Bu t  a good whack with the 
whip had its effect, and in a few minut,es esve were climbing up the 
path ivhich bifurcated up the side of the giant mountain. We chose 
the rigllt path, which, though longer than the left one, was not so 
steep and the soil was softer. I must say, however, t l ~ a t  the ascent to 
the pass esvx pretty steep and arulas could not have gone s p  it. 

Here is the summit of the pass. According to Burnes the height 
of the pass is 10,500 feet. The road leading from the summit is a t  
first, for a distance of 2 or 3 versts ( I t  to 2 miles), very slol~ing 
and good. It is soon accompanied by a brook, the sources of lihich 
=re nrBar a pour caravansarai, ouly fit to give protection and sllrller to a 



caravan t o  a snowstorm i n  winter time. The  descent then 
becomes very steep; it is much strewn with stones and only practical~le 
here for pack anim Js. A t  the  16th verst ( l o t  miles) from DGRb, where 
the descent reaclles a n  open space, there is a fortlet, near wllich a 
copious spring of water has i t s  source. The  fortlet, sheltered by tlle 
precipitoos riYht side of tile gorge, completely bars the  entrance t o  it. 
On the south i t  is i n  contact with the rocks; on the west side the  
mountain rises u p  to  almost the same height a s  the  remainder 
of the surrounding hills. Prom the mountain ridge named a well- 
beaten path leads into the  gorge under the very walls of the fort. I 
did not succeed in ascertaining where this  pntli led to. 

From tlle for t  itself the descent extends for half a n  hour's ride along 
the road and is impracticable for \\lheeled carriage. The  path winds 
steeply down a nanow gorge, terribly blocbed with fragments  of the over- 
liallRing rocks, which enclose i t  on both sides. For some distance tlle 
road is intersected by a brook, carried noisily down the  steep windings 
of the path. The longer yo11 continue to descencl, the  higher rise t he  
vertical rocks over your head, hemming i n  the  gorge, which is 35 t o  i O  
feet wide. R u t  those 35 t o  70 feet comprise the  whole width of the 
gorge ; so, naturally, the path fit Eor riding on lias only a brpadth of a few 
feet ; i n  some places i t  forlcs into two, but  remains very indifferent and  
even dangerous. I do not exaggerate in  tixing the height of the vertical 
walls of the gorge at 1,000 feet. Here, a t  the bottom of this  gorge, the 
rays of the sun actually never shine ; a perpetual twil ight  reigns 1lel.e ; and 
consequently i t  seems gloomy. One is now able t o  understand thtl name 
of the pass, KBra Kotal, i,e., the  hlack defile.* W e  continued t o  descend 
uninterruptedly ; tlie bottom of this  descent could not be seen. It was a s  
if i t  led to hell. The  optical delusion into which this linear perspective 
leads one is unbearable. I t  allpears to you t h a t  !he end of the  descent is 
here a t  the nearest turn. Yo11 reach tllis t u rn  and  see t h a t  the  gaping 
gorge continues t o  descend further and further, and disappears round the  
angle of the next turn. Finally, impatient exclamations were heard 
amongst us of " W hen \\fill this  terrible descent end ?"  Mossin K h i n  only 
laughed se l f -~orn~~lacent ly  in his beard ; for he had already told us  several 
days before about the difrlculties of the march t l~ rough  tlle K61.n Kotal Pass. 
Hut  even in the gloomy horizon of a n  autumn sky the  cheerful sunbeams 
sometimes break through. and in the ~ni l ls t  of gloomy reflections a ~ 1 1 0 1 1 ~  
unexl~ected bright t hoag l~ t ,  some playful freak of fancy, will s u d d e ~ l ~  
fl;lall npon  on^. I n  the same way, too, our glocmy gorge suddenly 
cllxnge(l into an  extensive glade, strewn with fine pebbles. This glade 
was lilled with floods of sunshine when we rode in to  it. I looked back 
and was mueb s ~ i r ~ r i s e d  at not sceing the  entrance to  the  gorge ; the  change 
W:LS S I I C ~  a rapid one. 'l'here were only the  rocl;s, like the gigantic walls 
of ;L fortress, rising vertically behind us, almost to the  very clou(ls. Tho 
brook was soon comldetcly lost in i ts bcd, which was full of fine pebbles 
and drtritos, and disappea~.ecl W e  rode thmugb  illis glade for 20 
minutes, the rontc t,lien agnin contracted, and we h r~d  t o  trsverne a path 
over a low mountain spur. O n  the lef t  was seen the  last remaining 
g i ~ m t i c  vertical cliff. I t  c o ~ ~ s i s t r d  of argillaceous schist, the strata of 
wl~lcli werc vertic~al. I f  you loolced sideways, you could see what wide 

+ TI1113 ill originnl, but liotal is llcvor uecd in thie sense; it ie the top of a peas or 
" col."- Trunslutor. 



crevices divide 1 his rock into several vertical layers. It seems as if these 
detached layers wonlcl a t  once fall down, and i t  is impossible for one to 
imagine wlrat n cliaos of fragments there would be to fill up tile narrow 
winding path ! From out of this cliff appears a fine spring, with pure 
water, clear as crystal, and it breaks, with its cheerful murmming, the 
severe silence of the neighbouring rocky giants. As soon, too, as moist- 
ure appeared, vegetation showed itself. The banlis of the brook were 
fringed with bushes of \villow and poplar. The gorge soon finally opens 
out and gives place to the valley of Madair, which attains in some plac~s  
a width of 2 miles. The valley has a stony slope to tlie south, and so 
naturally tlie descent from the Kdra Kotal still continues. This descent, 
if yo11 include the valley of M adair in i t  as far  as the Bajgikh gorge, llas 
a length of 8 miles. 

Signs of the valley being inhabited now show themselves; before us 
lies an  orchard of apricot trees, and i n  i t  are seen several houses. I n  one 
of the groves are raised up several poles, with dirty rags on them, marking 
the resting-place of some holy Mnsulman. A pile of sheeps' horns, too, 
placed on the garden wall and on the low mud one of the tornb, still 
further confirm us in our supposition. Cultivated fields already extend 
here on both sides of the road. 'l'lie General drew my attention to the 
phenomenon that  the crops here were already cut, whereas a t  Rui the 
wheat was not yet in ear and a t  Di6b was still quite green. 

From English irlf ormation (Moorcrofi, Burslem) the height of the 
valley of Madair above the level of the sea is 5,500 feet. Talting into 
consideration the height of this valley a ~ r d  that  of the K6ra Kotal, I am 
in no way surprised tliat Burslem reckoned this pass to be almost the 
highest tlirougliout the whole Birnibn route.* I t s  relative height is 
really ratlier greater tlinn that  of all the other passes on the BLmiAn 
route, except perhaps the Kal~z Pass, which attains a height of 13,000 
feet, rising 8,500 feet above the Bjmiirl Valley, or almost the same height 
as tlle K6ra Kotal above the Madair Valley. 

With reference to  the practicability of the descent from the Kgra 
Kotal Pass, I must say that  i t  presents insurmountable difficulties for 
wheeled carriage. The chief inconvenience is tliat you cannot clear the 
descent, for there is nowllere to take the enormous heaps of rubbisli and 
stones to wllicli block the path in tlie gorge. 

'c B~lt," some of my readers will perliaps exclaim to me, "how did 
the Afghins take their rather heavy artillery to  TurltistLn if the road 
is so impassable ?" To this I reply that they were guns, not carriages, 
arid the experience of our late wars lias proved that  tliey can be dragged 
over almost impracticable paths.+ I only speak of tlie im~ractica- 
Lility of the road for wheeled vehicl~s. But our conical-shaped tent 
now comes in to view. Let  us halt and look round. 

Madair is a valley, in the midst of which is a small fort, or fortlet. 
I t s  length, commencing from t h ~  spot where the brook rises, and cnding 
a t  tlie Sa.jgi!ill gorge wliicll terminates i t  on tlie south, amounts to  6 or 7 
versts ( 4 4  to 43 miles). Tlie valley gradually opens out in a soutl~erly 
direction. On the ripht, at 2 vel-sts from tlie Bajjgiikll gorge, i t  juills 
:iuotller moulitain Ga.;ln, almost identical with it in lcngth and breadth. 



I n  the micldle of this latter basin is secn a rather cxtensive villae, wit11 
shady gardens. This valley is called by the name of the gorge, Ba~giilill, 

like the Madair, the greater portion of i t  is covered with fields, the 
corn from wliich was also already cut. A brook flows through i t  wliich 
joins the Madair spring almost in the Bajgiikh gorge, and forms the Baj- 
g i k h  stream, 2 or 3 saj6nes (14 to 21 feet) broad and 2 or 3 feet deep. 

I can only suppose that  the pass seen by me from the KAra Kotal 
Pass, and mliich went winding away srver:~l versts to the r ight  (west) 
of i t  and of the road by which we had just come, led to  this village. 
This supposition is, to a great extent, confirmed by the information, 
which I received much later, tha t  from Mazrir-i-Sharif there exist two 
other routes besides the usu:ll one to 13Qmiiin by Khtilm :- 

(1) By Mur-i-Mir, the summer residence of the Luinib ; this road 
comes out on the usual Btimiin caravan road a t  Haibak. 

(2) By the Ytisuf-dara gorge, or defile ; this road runs due south 
from 'I'al~ht-i-pul, and comes out in tlie E i m i i n  road in  tlle 
Kahmard Valley, avoiding the KBra Kotal Pass. 

It is highly prob:~ble that  this latter road also leads to the village 
of BajgBkh, joining the ICQra Kotal road in the BajgBltll defile. FI-om 
Afgli6n accounts (the ] ) ebb  Mossi?z Kd&n) this road is considerably 
shorter than tlle usual so-called main caravan road, which we were now 
travelling by. The '' Chapars," or AfghSn postmen, generally used the 
shol.ter road.* 

I have already saicl that  the Madair Valley is well cultivated ; irri- 
gation chnnnels run from the brook, already ltnown to the reader, in 
places rising to a height of several dozen feet above the general level 
of the valley. One of these, on the left of the valley, if one may so 
express oneself, runs along a very steep slope. If one pays greater 
attention to this slope, one can see something unusual in i ts  outlinc. 
Following its convexities and concavities it is impossible not to form 
tlie idea that  before you are tlie remains of a cave town, which once 
existed liere, now almost completely filled in by the detritus from the 
mountains, which here consist of indurated earth and conglomel.ate. 
Tlie concavities on the slope are the remains of caverns. 

l'he most southerly of them are still inliabitecl, and I saw several 
men g o  in and come out of the mouths of these half-filled-in caves. 
I n  some placcs, esl~ecially on the slope of the mountain cape separating 
the two neiq1~I)ouring valleys of Maclair and Uajglikh, the caves were 
disl'osed in several storeys. Of course, 1 questiollccl the Afgh6ns as to  
tllc former history of these cares, and the reader may infallibly guess 
wlmt aus1vc.r 1 rcceivetl-" Iciifirs used to live here, a t  a remote 
period"-ancl that  was nl1.t 

* I t  is vcrg ~ ~ r o l ~ ~ l ~ l c  that Conollg in 184.0 wcnt from Lllc nnjg ikh dcfilc by thin road, 
nn 11c lcft tllc I<:ira IZotnI on I I ~ R  1.ig11t. 

f 'l'l~is lot~alit,y II:IS, Ilo~rcvcr, cntcrctl illto t l ~ c  grogrnpllical trcntisca of so111c Arnl~ 
1vritcr.s. This is wllnt wc re:ld, for inatnncc, i r ~  N~lrisi (who clictl 1164, A . l ) . ) :  " Tllc i t i n r l . n ~ . ~  
t'l.o111 11:111~11 to hln.d:lir is :IS I'ollows: Icroln 1<11lk11 t,o Mntl:~ir, n sin:~ll town, built on n. p l i ~ i ~ l ,  
n S I I O I  L tlist:\.llr~ fro111 I I I ~ I I I I ~ , : I ~ I I ~ .  Five (lays' jo11r11(%y t'roi11 nf:~tlnir to Iii111 (I<n11-111nyd), 
n ~ ) O ~ ) I I ~ O I I R  plncc, wit11 I I  I ~ K I I ~  rlntl mosqllr, wllcrr thcy r~:ltl  tllc '. l(l111tb11," 1 ilny's iourlley. 
Fro111 1Znl1 to Nriini~i~~ (I<Rn~iri.n) 3 h y s '  jonrncy."-xdrisi's Qeogvaphy, t,rnn~latcd by 
A.  ,lonl~c~rt, l'nris, 1H36, \'olnlnc 1 ,  pnge 477. 

I t  ~nrist,, I~o\vcvcr, I)r noticed that 1 . 1 1 ~ )  route given 1)y the ccl15l)ratcd gcoprn1,hrr i~ r~ot  
w r y  nccnr:lir, ~ ~ n l e s s  11v 11:l.q i l l  view the sllortcst i~oul,cx, I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ~ l l r ~ t  \v l~ ic l~  I 11:l.vc I I I C I I -  

tionotl, rlvoitling 1111611n 1)s t,l~e 1'6s11f-tlnra tldilc. In t l ~ c  Arnb writ(brs n l~d  geogral,l~crs nllo 



On the following day  at 5 A.M. we again continued our journey. 
On  this  occasion we had t o  traverse places mentioned in the pages of 
t he  latest history of t he  A f g h i n  kingdom. Here before us lies the 
B a i g i k h  defile, steeped in blood. Here Afzal Kh in ,  the brother of 
~ m i r  Sllir Ali Kh in ,  and  his son Abdur HahrnLn K h i n ,  disputed 
Shi r  Ali t he  sovereignty for  the  pitiful remains of the  Durinian 
empire On  the  . ' rd  Ju ly  (15th) 1g64, the troops of the  antagonists met 
t oge t l~e r  in  fratricidal strife. Shir  Ali K h i n ,  reiuforced at the rigllt 
t ime I)y the  detachment of S a r d i r  R~ul lammad Itafik K h i n ,  remained 
victorions, and  became, i n  consequence, t he  possessor of K ibu l .  Bu t  i t  
is well known t h a t  very soon after this  event the bu t  lately defeated 
adversary of Shir  Ali K h i n  succeedt.d i ~ r  completely dislodging him from 
K6bul. The  series of u n s o c c ~ s s h ~ l  combats in mhicb Sllir Ali engapd 
wi th  his antagonists at Sa id ib id  and Kel i t  -i Ghilzai so wealrened hlrn 
t h a t  t he  victory of his ally, the  Governor-(;enera1 of Balkh, P'aiz 
Muhammad K h i n ,  posted in  this defile in  1867, over Sarwar Khhn, 
t he  partisan OF Afzal KbQn, had no decisive influence on the  furtller 
course of the intestine strife of the brothers. 

'I he Bajg ikh  defile on the  north, i . e . ,  the side from which ~ v e  entered 
it ,  is  closed by  a fortification, placed on n roclxy bluff on the left side of the 
gor<ge. This  was t h e  first burnt-brick building I had seen in Afghin-  
i s t in .  To  storm i t  from the  valley side was quite impossillr, and  with 
i ts  artillel y i t  can completelv bar the entrance and  exit to  the defile. I 
do  not  know whether there is any other road out of the  Kahmard Valley 
into tha t  of Jlad.cir which turns  this defile, and consequently i ts fort. 
A t  the  present t ime the for t  was not occupiecl by troops and  was a t  the  
disposal ol the  elements, which had not been slow to begin their dest.rtlc- 
t ive work. 

The  length of the road throuqh the  Bajgfikh defile does not exceed 
1,500 paces, i ts  greatest wiclth 2011. Almost in tlie centre of it flows the  
Hajgikh stre:~rn. 'I'he height of the walls of t he  defile is simply aslon- 
ishing. I think I a m  not mistaken in  giving the height, as measured by 
the  eye, a t  1,000 feet. Imagine a vertical cliff of tha t  height! It is 
almost incomprehensible. The  layers of schist of which the walls of the 
defile consist are sharply tilted up on edge, their  slope being in  both 
directions, so tha t  in a section of t he  whole mass of the hill yon obtain 
tile f ip l re  of a n  elongated triangle. O n  the  right,  at a heigllt of 
200 or 800 feet above the stream, is seen a n  enormous niche, and in  i t  the 
opening of caves placed in  se1,~eral storeys. Besides these caves, the half- 
ruined remains oE mud houses are  also visible. 1'0 this  " village of 
troglodites," as  we callc-d it ,  a n  exceedingly steep path leads. I did not 
prrcPivc any  nnt,wal.d s ign of this original village being inhabited. I 
much to  clarnl,er u p  to this e~iigrnntical niche, which probably ha(l 
no less enigmatical remains oE i t s  pre-historic inhabitants, bu t  1 receivctl 

wrote much earlier tl~nn E~lriei, nnd of whom he nvailetl hiinqelf eollrccr of infolnlxtion n 
different distance from Halkh to Madair ia  given, for we re11(1 in Irtrikl~~.i, " Fro~n 14:1lkIl to 
M1111:til. 6 stat,io~ls (110t 3 as in Etlrisi) ; from Mndnir t o  Knh 1 ~tatio11 ; frmn ILh to 
BBrni611 3 dt:~tionn."-A1 Ista'khri, tranel~~ted by MOI-dt~~inn into (ferrnan, Imge 122. 

Ahnzr~id nncl Mokadn~i, contempornries of Ithkhri, give tho enlne dieta~ircs 11s Iat811ri.- 
S ~ I  en-qer A h h ~ n d l z l n ~ q ~ ~ t ,  111.-b. 8.-44 

Hut now tllere are no ~ ignn  of a town in the Mndnir Vnll~y,  nnd the gcogrnpllers mcn- 
t i o n ~ d  rlo 11,): pa! n sirlglr word about the caies. 



anromise t o  inspect everything on " t h e  return journey," and we passed 
itsby. 

- 

Aftpr  this, a t  the very exit from the  gorge, we cro~sed  the  BajgQlch 
stream by a very illdifferent wooden bridge. Straiglit before US, a t  the  
socthern end of tile defile, rises another " castle," completely barring the  
issue from the hladair Valley, and defending the entrance to  the  Kahmard 
Valley. This cwtle ') is of historical importance. I n  1840 i t  was the 
most point occupied by the British troops. Burslem, moreover, 
says the following about it : " The fort  seemed a focus for all the rays 
of the sun, and was intensely hot, the  thermometer ranging from 95" t o  
100' in  the shade; nor was the situation healthy, for a great  many 
Goorlrlias were in  I ~ o ~ p i t a l ,  and all were more or less debilitated from the  
effects of the climate."* To tell the t ruth,  i t  would l ~ e  difficult t o  find a 
place more unsuitable in a liyypienic point of view for the constructioll 
of a more or less permanent reside~rce for troops than  this. The  selec- 
tion of t1li.q ,cite is still the  more incomprehensible t h a t  at a verst t o  
ille east of the  fort  is situated a frui t  garden, where more suitable 
quartere for troops could have been constructeil. On this su l j ec t  
Rurslem quotes, in  the most hprol~os mannor, the Latin proverb, '' Q z ~ e ? ~ z  
Drtls v ~ d t  perdere, y ~ i a s  denzentat." It is kno\vn tliat the English 
garrison had t o  leave this  fort  owing to  tlie insurrection of t he  Afghiins 
which broke oat  a t  KRbul. 

13ehind this for t  again rises a very steep mountain of sheel-7.ock. I 
have purposely italicised this compound word. 'I'l~e mountain, or rather 
range of mountains, rises from the surface of the valley a t  a n  angle of 
70" or 80" to  a n  astonishing height (about 4,000 feet), and extends for 
many versts t o  the west and  east of this  fort, with a flat-sided rocky 
surface as smooth as if i t  had been polished. I a t  l ~ n g t l i  ceased to be 
astonished at the unusual uniformity of contour of tlie mountain system 
of the Hindu Klish. 

'lhe valley of Kahmard extends in  a narrow str ip  ( the broadest part  
is not more than 4 of a mile) from east to  west, or rather from, west 
to  east, as the local stream flo~vs in this  direction. It is bordered on 
the north and south by two parallel ranges of rocliy mountains. These 
ranges are of the same height, and rise to  from 3,ouO t o  43,OOO feet above 
tlie level of the valley. 

A t  thc  " historical') fort  our road turned sharply t o  the  west, a n d  
thi.onghont the whole march rsn along the foot of the northern range 
of mountains. 'l'he sonthern range consist's, as I have said, of continuous 
sheet -rock, 8,000 to  4,000 feet higll, . extendinq uninterruptedly for 
20 to 2 5  vcrst's ( 1  33 to  l(i3 miles) ant1 ~liclined a t  a n  angle of 70" t o  
80'. I n  plac~.; i t  is broken l ~ y  narrow clcfts; i n  places par l  of its 
nrmonr-the s~~pc r fc i a~ l  lnyer of argillaceous schist-has slipped down. 

A t  n diata.nce of 10 versts from the  Bajgrikh defile, thc valley, or 
rather the basin of Kahmartl, is a continnous field, almost ~ x c l n s i ~ ~ l ~  
sown witJll rice. 'I'lle rice a t  this t ime was in  stalk, and llad not  ye t  
b~ i r a t  into ear. 'I 11e rice-fields were mucll i n n n d a t d .  Oreasionally 
clover-ti~lds also occ~lr~-c<l. I n  the midtlle of the v a l l ~ y  \\inds the  
Kallmard htxeam, not very wide (up to 35 feet), but  pretty deep ( 4  t o  1 o 
feet), which carrips a lafrge mass (C clear, limpid jvr.~ter. Ill places i t  
thl-ows off irrigation clia,nncls, w1iic.h sometimes attain a breadtll of 

* I lural (w,  pnge 85. 



14 feet. I n  the river, a t  the places where it inundates the neigllbouring 
fields, many fish were seen. Debir asked us if we eat fish, and, having 
received an answer in the affirmative, said that  to-day he would 
entertain us with a " kabiib " (pilau) of fish. A fish pilau was quite a 
novelty for us, so me all willingly agreed to his proposal. 

The banks of the stream were fringed with bushes of willom and 
t h e  peculiar low-growing poplar, j ida (mild date), apricot trees, &c. 
Amongst them barberry bushes were clearly distinguishable, literally 
laden with their reddening berries. 

Almost in the middle of the valley, and consequently about 10 versts 
(63 miles) from the Bajqiikh defile, throughout the whole breadth of the 
valley, from one range of hills to the other, extends a low earthen rampart, 
strengthened in  places with stones. A t  the southern hill range on the 
other side of the stream is a rectangular fort. 

A t  21 versts (14 miles) from our halting-ground, thick gardcns 
commence i l l  the Madair* Valley, and extend for 3 or 4 versts ( 2  to 23 
miles) uninterruptedly. I n  each garden there are one or more round 
huts in which the natives live. Occasionally caves occur, hollowed out 
in the vertical rocks, which here hem the valley in to  a width of 100 
to 2!10 saj4nes (233 to 466 yards), and these are also inhabited. I n  
the gardens the same vegetation is seen as a t  TashkLnd, a t  Samarkand, 
and generally throughout 'I'urkistiin. The same peach, apricot, vine, 
mulberry, walnut, plum, date, poplar and willow trees. A t  this time 
the peaches were still green, the apricots were already ripe, and in 
some orchards were being dried. 

The drying of them is very simply carried out here. The ripe 
fruit is placed in a row on the ground, on grass or on felt, and dried in 
the sun. A week is enough for them to become as dry as they should 
be. The valley yields a great many apricots, and in some places 
I saw large spaces covered with the drying fruit. But their quantity 
is not so great as is stated by Burslem. " A t  this place (Kahmard)," 
he says, " there was a large quantity of fruit. I perceived that  the 
slopes of the hills bordering tlle valley near our halting-ground were 
tinged with a bright yellow colour for a distance of 1 4  miles. When 
I approached them, to ascertain the cause of this phenomenon, I found 
that  tilt! whole space was covered with apricots, placed in rows on the 

to dry."+ Here we see neither more nor less than the pure in- 
vention of the tourist. The valley is not capable of producing sucll an 
enormous quantity of fruit, even if the gardens were planted entirely 
with apricot trees. Besides, I the natives as to the greatest 

of fruit which the gardens conlcl yield, and received in rpply 
nunlbers rnucll lpys than the above. I told them what B u r s l ~ m  said 

it, but to this they replied, "The Erlglisl~man was boasting about 
tllc Walnuts alld grapes were a t  this time not yct ripc, 

Ijurslem, who was here at an earlier time of year than we were 
(14th June= 26th June), praises the tlavour of the grapes.$ I wonder 
what grapes Burslpm tasted ? Even in the middle of August, when 
I p2sSd through on my rctllrn from Kibul, the grapes hcre wcre still 
quite green. 

* Mnthev on map.-Tt-nnsyntor. 
t " A Peep into T11rkist:in." papc 77 
f "Tlic grape, which is uuequnlled." 



Five versts (38 miles) before the commencement of the gardens, tlle 
Governor of BBmi6n met us. He  was a kinsman of the Amir Shir lSli 
Klrin. He  was a man of middle age and medium height, strong 
physique, with pleasant manners and an  intelligent appearance. While 
we were looking a t  the Sirdlr, he saluted the General, bowed to  the 
remaining members of the klission, and rode on in conversation mitli 
the ~enGa.1.  

There mere 1200 horsemen with L&l Muhammad KhAn, who a t  once 
joined our escort. Tbe greater part of them, as they afterwards 
informed us, were Hazjras. Amongst them was the Chief of the 
Hazaras of the K&lu District, Mir BlLa. Again I was unable to inspect 
minutely this interesting people. M ir BQba was in no way d i s t i i~~uis l~ab le  
from a pure Afghln, except that he had not such an arched nose as 
an Afghln by blood. The BBmiln Governor was in  Afglrlu costume. 
Mir Biiba was in a grey cotton kaf/&n, or coat, girded with a leather 
strap, and on lris head had the usual conical hat. But here the road 
turned to the south and soon crossed to  the other bavk of the river. 
At  this point the valley widens considerably. W e  cross the river on a 
good stone bridge, pass through a field, climb on to a low spur of 
the southern range of hills, and immediately after cross a broad irriga- 
tion channel, ttl1en go for 4 verstls (24 miles) through fields, passing 
several fortlets and reach our halting-ground. Our tents are pitched in 
a shady apricot grove. 

To-day three sick men came to me, one of whom mas a soldier of the 
infantry escort, and the other two inhabitants of the valley. They were 

suffering from the conjunctive membrane of the eyes. Of course I 
treated them as far as possil)le, and also told them to  send all other 
sick persons to me there might then be in the valley, and that I mould 
willingly give them assistance. They must have carried out my orders, 
as after some time some Inore sick came, but unfortunately I was not a t  
home, and the AfglrBn escort, who always surrounded our "residence 
for the day" with a triple chain of sentries, drove the poor creatures 
away and \vould not let them await my return. 

I have already mentioned before that on reaching a camping- 
ground we always made enquiries about the road to the next one, and 
we llad to read up all tlre information we had a t  hand about the 
rontc. This was the case, too, to-day. I t  was also a good thing to 
malie small excursions in the neigbbourhood of our halting-ground, in 
order to become acquainted wit11 the locality there. I n  this valley, 
it  was still more interesting to malie such an excursion. Consequ~ntly, 
having ol)tainrd the General's permission, I took an AfghBn gunrrl of 
a dozt.11 infantry, and started. The topogrn1)lrer also went wit11 me. 
IIe took lris compass and Llack hook wit11 lrim on every occasion. 

It took almost a n  hour to reach the river, which was the object of onr 
trip. I s:loiild never have thonglrt that  it was so far off from our camp, 
for wo had followed its bank almost throughout thc whole of to-day's 
march. 

It now appearpd, however, t l ~ a t  a t  thc point where mc had to ascend 
the small spur, t,hc rivcr ran westwards as Ijefore, wllercas tlre road me 
tmv~l lcd  turned due sontli. This was quite an unexp~cted discovrry 
for t 1 ~  topographer. From t l ~ e  spot where we stood, the whole of 
Illis c.l~arn~il~g irregularly-oval mouutain basin of Kahmnrd was visil,lc. 



I t s  greatest diameter amounted to from 8 to 10 versts ( 5 t  to  63 miks) 
and ran obliquely from east-north-east to  west-sonth-west; its lesser 
diameter was 4 to 5 versts (24 to 3$ miles), ancl ran from north to south. 

On all sides tllc basin is snrround~d by mighty r n o ~ n t i ~ i ~ ~ ,  simply 
overpowering you with the majestic grandeur of their relief. 'llhe north- 
ern chain was especially well seen t'rorn where we were, and rose almost 
perpendicularly 3,000 to 4,000 feet. 

It is difficult to describe in words the varied tlnts of these qigantic 
r 1  rocks. lhere mas no snow on their summits. The whole area of tile 

valley was cxcellen tly cultivated. The fields, interspers~d n ~ i  th  gal.d:.ns, 
groves, ancl towers or fol-tlets, extended along both sides of the river, 
which, where we stood, was 20 saj6nes (14.0 feet) wide, The rapidity 
of the current was very great ; in all probability i ts  rate was not lpss 
than 4 to 5 feet a second (29 to 34 miles an l~our) .  The colour of the 
water was whitish. I took the temperature of the water and i t  was 
642' F., whilst that  of the air here was 75.8' F. This was about 5 P.M. 

We passed half an hour on the river bank and then walked in tlic 
fields extending round us. Here the rice was already well grown, tlie 
millet was well in ear, and the wheat already cnt. 1 n some places the fields 
had not been sown and were lying fallow; in others they had just bern 
ploughed. There, in the field, was lying the implement for ploughing, a 
wooden plough, unshod with iron, in no way different from that  used by 
our Uzbaks and Kirghiz. Frequent irrigation channels cross our path, 
over which we had to jump, and over one, a very brtwd oue, we 
were carried by our AfghBn escort. Quail and partridges flew orit of 
the grass and corn a t  our approach. The commal~der of the escort, and 
all the men accompanying us, were very friendly and communicative. 
Unfortunately the topographer and I knew little of Persian, other- 
wise we coulcl have questioned them about much which interested 11s. 
Sometimes, when they wished to  explain anvthing, the Afghins had 
recourse to  amusing pantomime; thus, the Eornmander of the escort, 
wishing to explain to us the meaning of the '' Dandin-ShikanJJ ascent, 
showed us that his teeth were a c l ~ i n p  which h;ld been broken by a fall 
from a mou~tain.* He  also ex~la lned with difficulty that the Kahmard 
stream flows from the cleft of a rock, about 1 %  versts (H miles) from 
here; that he was an inhabitant of this place, as well as sr~veral of the 
soldiers of the escort. The valley, so Iie said, is not now cnlled the Kah- 
rnard, but the " Shashburj," or " six  tower^.^' 

Meanwhile the valley was gradually being envelop~d in the evening 
twiligllt, and only the summits of the eastern range of hills were   till 
clothed in gold and purple, shed upon them by tlie setting suni When 
we returned home, supper was ready, ancl we had fish-soupl ina,de of trout 
caaght in the stream. The trout mere about 6 inches Iongl sl)ntted with 
red spots, but there mere also some nlnrinkrl amrng them The 4Fgl1611s 
kept their promise ; they also prepared " s/rn.~hlik " (kahil)) of the fish. 
To do this they first took off their skins and then roasted them on a spit. 

Early the next morning, having lirst drunk " swect t ~ a , "  -Re 
mounted and again moved on. Here the ascc~it t o  the 1)nnrliin-~hikan 
commenced. On this occasion the baggage was sent, on aheatl. At the 
very commencement of the ascent an ~ f g l i l n  " ~ 1 6 4 "  (hnqpagc pony) 
slipped and fell. On seeing the fallen horse, ~ x h h u s t i n ~  hlmself under 



tile weight of his load, the Duhir, notwithstanding his importance and 
dignity, q1licl;ly dismounted from his " yargi " (pacer) and actively 
assisted the driver to  raise the horse. Two or three AfgliAns quicl;ly 
joined him, and the load was raised. I looked on a t  the  Debir wit11 
great throwing off his dignity, and working so heartily when 
required to, no whit  worse than  a common labourer. Very few of 
our commanders probably would b r  fit for  such kind of ivork. S o  
here, as in the  time of Cyrus the  Younger,* tlrat hcaltlly simplicity of 
ma,nnprs was still noticeal>le which so disting.uislled the ancient I'ersians. 
'I'hus the '' Tooth-breaker " had already justified i ts  name ; one horse.llad 
already fallen, without seeing anything, so t o  speak. Ff'l~at would - 
hnp1,en ful-ther on ! 

Our cavalcade extended in a long line u p  the  zig-zags of the narrow 
path, on ly  fit for  one horse, steel) and slippery, winding ovcr schist sheet- 
rock, ill l,laces p(J]islled smooth b y  !he surnmer rains and winter snows, 
i n  otllclrs rent by the winter frosts and  summer heat. I do not remember 
how often I halted to  rest during the ascent to  the pass, b u t  will only 
state that  I dicl so every 5 or I0 minntes 'I'his a s c ~ n t  is not so difficult 
owing t o  it,s great steepness (in places, howe\,er, i t  is very steep), b u t  

1,ecause the road is inconceiva1)ly slil>l~ery. I t  is  nothing bu t  a 
water gntter, worn in  t he  solid sheet-rock. To  the  rigllt and  leEt is t h e  
smooth surface of the rock, upon which one cannot take a single step. The  
Cossack 'llrel;in tried the  experiment, with what  might  have been disas- 
trous results, if i t  llad not, been for goc,d luck. I must  remarl; t ha t  the  
(;enera1 had ordered the Cossaclts once for  all to dismount in and  on tlie 
mountains, and invariably to ascend and  descend a 1):lss 011 foot. Tllen the  
Cossacks thought of the  following method of making  the ascent of a 
pass easier for themselves. They drove on their horses in front  and  them- 
selves followed behind, h o M i ~ i g  on to  iAe t a i l  of the horse. Thc horse thus  
dragged tlie Cossack up  the hill by i t s  tail. Trekin was now travelling 
in  t l l ~ s  manner. Suddenly his horse turned from tlie path and went on 
t o  the sloping rock. After a few steps both tlie horse and the  Cossack 
w l ~ o  was L e ~ n g  towed fell on their knees. It was luclry for them t h a t  
the slope of the hill was not very great  at this  place. 

'l'he pass presented a n  interest i i~g spectacle. Above, over my head, 
and below, under m y  feet, were scattered mounted figures, single and  i n  
groups, riding and walking on foot, resting, smoking, and eve11 drinlring. 
I would remark tha t  we ascended the " Tooth-breaker " under the  most 
favonralle conditions. 'I'llere had been no  rains here for some t ime pre- 
viously, which was one great point in our favour; the second was that tile 
Iliin~iiin (;ovcrnor had put the road in order as  far  as  it was possible t o  
do so. I saw tha t  at the most slippery parts of the path notches had beell 
cut in i t ,  ant1 in  some places shingle, gravel antl sand were thrown on it. 

The w h o l ~  ascent extends for four versts ( 2 3  miles) ends in ;b 
wide r n o ~ n t ~ a i n  ~)latcan.  Here we stopped for several minutes to allow 
tlie t1irctl horses to rest. The height of the pass, according to Surslem, 
is a l )ont  !),00\3 fcet. 

From licrc an cxtcnsive view orcns ollt ovcr the sa~.rounding mountain 
t,ra,c.t,s. 'I1l~c*y are lilclcss, antl produce an  unplrasing, tlepreasing effect, 
wit 11 tlloir grey ant1 brown tints. The  grass, even at t'llis altitude, was 



completely burnt up  by the sun. I n  the ne ighbou r i t~~  ravines were 
seen the high dry stems of some plant. 

'( Az in ja t a  Kiibul nisf-i-rah ast, Doctor Sahib," said the corn- 
municative Debir to me (" This is half way to KQbul "), and handed me 
a handfnl of dried grapes, saying7 l' Be khured " ((( Eat t1lernn). I eat 
the grapes, thinking tliat the offer of a cup of tea would have been more 
acceptable. 

" Please tell me, KemnQb Sahib," said I to him, through, of course, an 
interpreter, a r81e which the General willingly took upon himself, ( l  does 
asafoetida grow here ?" The Debir did not understand the question, and 
collld not tell what asafetida was. However, after furtller explanations, 
he joyfully exclaimed, " Inlr ! " Ink! :' It appeared that  asafoetida is 
known to the Afgh6ns by the name of "ink." After this the Debir in- 
formed us that  asafetida actually grew in  these parts and that the sap of 
this plant was much collected. He promised to point out the plant to 
me, if we came across it on the road. 

W e  then hacl to go for 6 versts (4 miles) over a mountain plateau, 
which was slightly hilly. The southern edge of the plateau encls in a 
descent to the SaigCn Valley. This descent is also steep, ancl perhaps 
even steeper than the ascsnt to  the DandAn-Shikan, hut i t  is by no 
means so slippery ; it is considerably shorter, and the ground is much 
softer. 

Thus the Kahmard ancl Saigin Valleys are not divided by two passes, 
as is shown on the English maps (for instance, Walker and Uurslem), bot 
by one alone, which is lilie a broad mountain plateau. Tlle Dandiin 
Shikan is consecluently merely the ascent to  the pass, and the Saigiin 
Pass of English authors is actually the descent from the pass. The pass 
itself ought to be called Dasht-i-HashQk,* the name given by the natives 
to  the plateau. 

On descencling from the Saigiin descent me rode for an hour almost 
due south, with a slight inclination west, thl-ougll a defile. Ijut now 
the silent defile encled, ancl we rode out into the valley of Saig6n, which 
was rather narrow a t  this point. It extends from west to east, and is as 
carefully cultivated as the preceding valley. Groups of green trees 
again appeared in different places. The wheat here was not yet reaped, 
and lrlxurious fields extended along both banks of a coprous limpid 
st,ream. Part of the AfghQn escort crossed by a fol.~l to the other sidc of 
the stream, and, in no way restrained hy the fact that tlley trocl do~vn 
a beautiful corn-field, hacl a race, disputing one with the other as to 
the speed of their hill ponies. 

In a few minutes' ricle we approached the part of the valley where i t  is 
contracted had only a breadth of 200 snjCnes ( 166 ya~ds ) .  IIcre tllc 

of walls were seen which hacl at one time l)nr~.c>cl the vallcy ; 
a t  tile of these walls were seen thc ruins of tJlle forts ,  or 
towers, so cqnstantly m ~ t  with here. Ncar the northern fort wc1.e a 
number of caves, hollomecl out of the rocks. 

tour the French aclvcnturist who nrns in the service of Runjit Sillg 
refers these ruins t o  the " Alexandria S U ~ )  Cauclnsa" hnilt Alcsnntlcr 
of i\lnceclon j- How true his supposition is may he j~(l:('(l from the 
fact that Collr never llimself saw t h ~ s e  ruins I ) l l t  only hcal'd of tllcm. 

+ Proballly n q R h t , - i . K 1 l ~ ~ l l : i l ~ ,  or '' Wihl~rnrqq of r l ~ \ , l , i ~ l ~  or ddl~~~is ."-Trrr~~.sln(~~. .  
Jou~.unl Asintiqlle, Vol, I V ,  pp. 376-7 (1837). 



We passed these ruins and moved forward along and down the 
course of the brook. The valley soon widens to  2 or 8 versts across, and 
its western end is lost to view, losing itself in the zigzags of the moun- 
tdins surrounding it. The brook changed into a stream, 35 feet wide and 
3 cr 4 feet deep. We then passed a village, then another, extend- 
ing, with its gardens, for a mile. I n  this our halting-ground was 
tixed. This mas not the actual village of SaigBn, however; that  was t o  
the east of our camp. I did not see an asafoetida plant along the road, 
bllt I \I-ished a t  any cost to obtain a root of it, and, if possible, a whole 
Flant, stem and all. I consequently asked tlie General's permission to  
go into the hills after b1eal;fast and look for this pla~lt ,  which interested 
me so much. The rommander of the Mission replied, however, that near 
our halting-ground there mas none of this plant, and consequently refused 
my request. Sardir LC1 Muhammad Khin,  seeing my great desire to ob- 
tain " ink," sent his Haz6ras into the hills, elljoiningthem to find and 
bring me t l ~ e  desired root without fail. 

Our tents were again pitched to-day in a shady fruit garden. For 
breakfast we were here given for the first time cucumbers of enormous 
size; they were of a spiral, twisted shape, rather over half an arshin 
( I &  feet) long, and ahout 2 or 3 inches in diameter. But if one could 
boast of their size there was nothing to be said in favour of their taste ; 
they were completely wanting in flavour. 

After dinner they brouglit me one specimen of asafaetida ; they 
brought tlie whole plant, root and stem. The stem was then quite dry. 
A strong, unbearable odour ~vas  immediately perceived on approaching 
this root. The stem is about 3 to 4 fcet high, and tlie leaves have a 
palmated shape, like our umbelliferous plants (for instance, the common 
ling -wort) .* 

To-day, ho\vever, five Cossacks agnin got  fever, but there could he 
no cluestion even as to the presence of feverish miasma here ; i t  was so 
high and cold. These cases of sickness must therefore be attributed t o  
relapses. 

From Saigin w estarted a t  5 A.M. with a temperaturezof 50° F., 
which was a low one for the month of July. 

For some time wc rode east along the Saigjn stream, crossed to the 
right bank by a stone bridge, and opposite the village of Saigjn entered 
a dcf le running in a southern direction. Hefore entering it we had to 
cross by a ford tlie swift but shallow brook flowing through it. Further 
S O U ~ ~ I  the defile cxpands and gives room for poor fields, extending in a 
narrow belt, now on one side, now on the othel. of the brook. 

Herc I saw beans alongside of wheat and barley. I n  some places, 
heaven knows wlrnt for, the deiile is barred by transverse low 
mmparts, ovcr which twine various creepers. To the right and left  
glinrmers a tllill stream of water, rapidly flowing in the stony bed of an  
irrigation canal. All aro~ind there is not a single tree, and above is the 
(1nl.k-1)lrle slzy framcd in by the sharp-pointed fantastic and 
molllrtnill t,ops hcrnlnil~g in the defile. The roclis here present tile most 
v:lrit'g:ht~(l v:bisiety out>line. W e  often now had to travel in tllc bed of 
tllc brook; tlic lields ended; the rocks hemmed us in more closely; under 



orir feet was a mass of stones and dkbris. Amongst i t  cor~ld be perceived 
crystalline pebl~les of a red, grey,  and rosy colour. 

B u t  the defile again opens out and  fields again occupy the  open space, 
here sow11 cl~iefly with beans. I n  t he  middle of a small hollow is seen 
tlie inevitable mud for t  or tower. N o t  fa r  from it are two willows, the 
only representative of tree vegetation here. This  village is called Chi- 
nir- i -Shkhta ( t he  burn t  ch in i r ) .  The  name oE this village interested me, 
for I never imagined tha t  c l ~ i n i r s  grew at such a height  (about 8,000 
feet). I con~equent ly  addressed the B i m i i n  Goveriior t o  obtain a n  ex- 
planation of this strange name, b u t  he was unable t o  ~ i v e  me ;my. The 
Debir, however, told me t h a t  he had never heard of chinirs  growing here, 
b u t  t h a t  there was the name. Here we had a short rest, and  the  Debir 
showed himself more intelligent t l ~ a n  the  day hefore. H e  at once w t  
allout making  tea, ant1 me each drank a cul) 01' t h e  grateful beverage 
with t h a t  t rue enjoyment only know11 t o  travellers. To the tea were 
added AEghkn m~lk-cakes, cooked with aniseed. After this the second 
hslf of the day's march was a s  similar to  the  first as  two drops of water. 

hlossin K h i n ,  M i r  Biba,  and some other Afghius several times 
p u t  their horses into a gallop a t  those places where tlie clefle changed 
into a turf-clad hollow. Now, however, the l~ i l l s  bol-dering tlie defile 
gradually began t o  assume a softer outline. Here and  there even a 
tent-s l~aped sandy summit  appeared. Soon cones and semi-oval hills 
completely replacer1 the  former peaks and  ridges; gentle slopes tlie 
steep bluffs and  varied roclc masses. 

The beautiful grern grass rose higlltbr and higher np  the  hill sides. 
Finally,  we issued out  on a n  extensive green   lade. This  is R ~ g i - n a u  ; 
not  a village and not a fort ,  bu t  simply a locality.* W l ~ y  i t  is called the 
" Nine Sands" Allah alone probal~ly I~nows. It is t rue  tha t  the hills 
snrrountling the glade are sandy, but  all  the same ; there are not nine o l  
them in the Iirst place, and, in the  second place, although they form a 
contrast to t he  g,rePn glade, they in no way diminish, so to  speak, i ts 
luxuriousn~~ss ; with regard to  this latter I have alrencly said more than  

r 1  enongh. Ihere are  many spring3 under the soil, and corlsequently the 
nlhole meaclow is saturated with water, like a sponge. O a r  tents were 
pitclled on the  sui-face of this sponge, and i t  s een i~d  to me tha t  the 
ground under the tents  was unsnit,ably chosen. J consequently advised 
tha t ,  in  order to  avoid irljurioris results, t,he tents sl~ould be moved nearer 
the  hills to  drier spot,. However, the  commandant of the Mission 
did not consider i t  advisable to carry out m y  suggestion. 

Lil lluhammacl KhLn wit11 his detachmrnt had thcir cnmp on the 
other of the  brook a t  a considrrzhle distance from us. Upon llim fell 
the  task of receiving the Mission and providing for i ts wants during the 
wllole t ime i t  remained within liix government. He was consccluc:ntly 

engaged with the  suppliers of various k i ~ l d s  of 1)n)dooe and 
sopplies ; his secretary was always writing out the  various receipts whicll 
were given t o  the suppliers ; these receipts were afterwards calculated in 
l e v y i ~ ~ g  tlie taxes. 

O u r  camp now presented a picturesque picture, extending far nnd 
wide over the green mountain llollow, The  picturesque and even fan- 

* Mneson say8 that there iu a villarc clone to tl~in npnt. Various Joul-ucys, Volume 11, 
p:lge 405. But I noticed no village in tho neiglibonrhood of our cllmp. 



tastic cllaracter of tile picture was increased, more rspecially wllell \vllito 
t o  thicken in  the hollows and  ravines, wlren i n  

different places the wood fires glimmered forth, lig1:htillg u p  wi th  their 
flickering, fantastic ligl:ht, the groups of sharp-pointed tents and the 111en 

to  and  fro, whilst on the sommils of t h  so f~1~-ou t l i ued  hills 
the soft  shimmer of the  evening glum still played. 

I t  seemed as if we were in the magical world of fairy tales. Hut  
stern reality rr.as not long in breaking m y  enchantment. The  exclama- 
tions of the  Afg1l6n sentinels are now heard, their e l ~ a l l e n ~ i n g  cries and  the  
answers t o  them. Mossin IChLn had commenced t o  go  round his posts. 
Soon the exclamations mas heard close t o  our tents. The  bal.rels of the 
rifles flasllcd in the air, lighted u p  by the  red gleams from the wood-lire 
as  the soldiers did their sentry-go. The11 Mossin Iclliin came in  to  
o ~ l r  ten t  with an  air  of importance. The  Cossacks, as had become the  
rule, their tents and  lay down round the tents of t he  3lission on 
the damp ant1 cold meadow, spreading unller thetn ragged felts and  

on their qre:itcoats. Poor wretches ! how did they ])ass the night, 
especially towards morning? for a t  5 A.M. t he  tllermometer was only 4 5.7' F. 

'I'he usnal trumpet sound awoke us the next  n l o r n i i ~ ~  very carly. 
The gloom of niglit still reigned in the gorge, the  stars were still at their 
zenith, and, accaording to my calculation, i t  still wanted several hours 
to  dawn. I could not fix the  t ime rnore accurately as  my watch had 
solnehow stopped. The Cnseacks rose covered with daml; and dew, 
shiverinx with the cold. The  General also go t  up. 

" What is this? Rlossin Kh in ,  it seems, has lost his senses ! " said 
I 1  he angrily. " I t  is only just 2 ~'cloclc. l e l l  me, please, how we can march 

in this darkness ? W e  shall break our horses' legs and  pel-haps our own 
neclcs. 'l'his won't do. O u r  respected ' Major '  has been too zealous !" 

'l'hen followed the order to  lie down again and sleep, to unload the 
baggage animals which the drivers had already commeured to  load up, and 
to  wait for dawn. I n  the  meantime the roll of the drum already sounded 
from the Afgllin camp-a sign tha t  their movement llad cornmenccd. 

Ilossin ICl~in soon appearecl and mas astonished when lic saw tha t  
with us nothing was ready to move off. H e  must  liave bee11 still more 
surprised on t h ~ s  occasion, for t he  General for the first t ime since leaving 
the Amrlx-Darya r ~ a t l  hitn a lecture. 

n.Iossi11 Kll,in excused and justified himself by  saying tha t  a very 
long and difficult march was before us  on this  day. 

" I'nnj sang 1411 ast, bisyir ltotal drirad,"* 1-epcbated he i n  confusion. 
It was decillctl, however, to  wait for dawn. 'I'lie topographer, wllom 

I hncl taken tllc p~~t~caut ion  to awake nt the  t rumpet  sound, soon begnll to  
cornplain of the great cold, and immediately afterwards had a regular 
ftverish shivcri~lq attacli. T l ~ e  temperature under his armpit  went up to 
10:1" F. T l l ~  shl*outl of fog, slightly wafted by the air, slowly rose rind 
dispersc~d, and tl:t first rays of sunslline were reddening tlle hill t o p  
when wc started. The " Naturalist" was in  great :ricf Lecaase he 
not  lay down t l r~  ~Soute owing t o  his sickness. So I, tllc Colonel, Zaman 
Jj~g, n lltl R l  alcvin-ki divitled amongst us the work of do ing  so ; one nscer- 
tailled the names of the localities and villages, another observed tho 
nngles with thc compass, a third calculated the  t ime of the march, &c. 

I t  !ire " R R I I ~ "  road (i.e., 40 vcrsta = 269 ruilee), and there are lnnuy preree. 



Soon, however, I too had to give up  my share of the duty of sketching 
the route, for the Eever paid me a visit also; but I was well pleased that 
its visit on this occasion was a very mild one. Immediately dterwards 
the apothecary told me that  four Cossacks were sick. On seeing them I 
found that  they also had fever. There is no doubt that  camping the 
nigllt before on the marshy ground was the cause of these cases of sick- 
ness, all the more so that the Cossacks were without tents for t l ~ e  night. 
One was again led to doubt the direct exl~alation of miasmic poison, for 
the actual height of the locality was as much as 9,000 feet, and the tem- 
perature by day not more t h a ~  7 1.6" F. in the morning and a t  night a 
good deal less. It was evident that  I had to do with the residues of 
fever, which had been produced exclusively bv the unfavourable and 
even directly injurious situation in which we had had the misfortune to 
find ourselves. With regard to the Cossacks, it was surprising so few of 
them were ill. Situated as they were, one might have expected a regular 
epidemic of sicltness, for, lslly, the Cossacks had very heavy night duty, as 
three were detailed every night ; 2nclly, those who mere not on duty were 
not able to  rest as they should have done a t  night. The commander of 
the Mission ordered them to pack up their tents once for all, and they 
bad to sleep in the open air, dispersed round the tent in which the Mission 
passed the night. It may be imagined that  the damp and cold a t  night 
told most unfavourably on the health of the Cossaclss. I had made re- 
presentations on the subject to the commander of the Mission and 
advised that  the Cossacks should not be deprived of their tents a t  night, 
but it was considered impracticable to carry out my advice, and, thanks to 
this aclvice, I was myself accused of subverting discipline. At 5 versts 
(3& miles) from Regi-nau the ascent commences to the Ak-KabBt Pass 
(the pass of the white sarai). The ascent to the pass extends for 4 
versts ( 2 3  miles). I n  places i t  is very steep, but everywhere well made 
and practicable for wheeled carriage. Now we are at the top of the 
last barrier separating us from tile much-talked-of HQmia'n. W l ~ a t  an 
effective picture is presented to your view from the summit of this pass ! 

Below, directly a t  your feet, extends a narrow green valley, sown 
with varied vegetation. I n  the middle of this valley is-you must 
already guess what-the inevitable fort. Beyond again is tlle road wind- 
ing  snake-like tllrough the valley, and dividing into two branches: one 
turns to  the left, crosses a brook flowing from the sout11e1-n foot-slope 
of the Ak-Rabiit peak, and commences again to mouot one of tlie spurs 
of the Ak-KahSt range of Ilills, the Pelu (?) Pass ; the otlicr branch of 
the road turns to the right and steeply ascends a llill. The first rnl-rs to  
Uimiin, tlle second to Herat, as the loquacious Li1 Muhammad Khin 
informed me.* 

Further to the south the little valley is bemmed i n  by a whole sea of 
hills with very ,gentle outlines, covered with beautiful pas- 

tures. A haze covered these hills, amongst which I collltl ~ e r c ~ i v e  two or 
three " forts." LL1 Muhammad Klliin informccl me that this was s vil1:rge 

the IiazAras. The hills arc imm~cliately contigiious to  the g:isant~c: 
cllain of the K&\l-i-B,il,j, the sharp p~nl is  and ridges of wlll(;l1 a'r(t 
covered for several thousand feet with eterual snow. This unintc~*rnl)tcd 

* Prob;lbly this is the road travelled in 1506 (3)  by Sultcin B6ber from IIerrrt to 1)iLlnikn 
alld tllcncc to Kribrrl. Hc has 11ce11, i t  nppenrs, tibe o ~ i i y  lcaclcr who, up to the pl.escut time, 
Is8 traverued tlre whole Hnzlirajbt wit11 troops in wiliter. 



mollntain cllain 11%~ a direction east-north-enst and west-south-west. Its 
eastern end is at Giljatui, and the weste1.11 loses itself in misty 
distance, I n  this range a massive group, called Shaitan, rises consider- 
ably above the general level of the mountaius, effectively throwing out its 
tllree dazzlingly white summits against the clear blue ground of the sky. 

I looked back and mas struck with the contrast  resented to my 
view. The green, smiling valley, which we had just left, appeared a 
desert, and beyond i t  an impenetrable fog concealed from us the gloomy 
roclts of mountain barrier of the " Dasht-i-Khi~hiili." At  the fort 
of Ak-Rabit the Debir again treated us to tea and cakes. I have in fact 
notl~inR to say against his making this practice a constant habit. 

The barley in this valley a t  this time was hardly in ear. The height 
oE the Ak-Rab&t Pass is variously fixed by English travellers. Some 
(Wood) give the height a t  11,000 feet; otllers (Burnes) a t  9,000 feet. 

We had only just accomplished the descent from the Ak-Rahit, when 
we again had to climb the pass of Pelu, rather short, but very steep, cou- 
sisting, moreover, of rather soft soil. Beyond in a l~ollow, quite bare, 
although having empty fields, the road again divides into two branches : 
one runs due south in a defile, and the other more to the left, turning this 
defile. W e  went by the turning road, as the rains, which had fallen not 
long before our arrival, had greatly injured the road through the defile. 
H,iding by the turning road we had again to  ascend to the pass of 
Cliashmah-i-Pelu, steep, but not high. Then for a period of two hoursJ 
ride the road extended through a very hillocky locality. I do not know 
how often we had not to ascend out of ravines and descend from hillocks 
of varlous height into hollows. I only know that, exhausted by fever, 
I was very tired. One of the sick Cossacks was in fact unable to ride; 
on one of the hillocks he fell off and lay on the ground like a log, with- 
out any movement. 1 always had a flask of cognac with me, and I 
poiired or 4 ounces of this " balsam," which was really very " healing," 
at once down the sick man's throat. I n  a few minutes colour came into 
the sick man's cheeks ; his eyes lost their glassy glitter, and soon he was 
able to continue his journey, t h o n ~ h  with difficulty. 

During this time the General, riding on Mossin Khiin's excellent pacer, 
who llad had the kindness to lend him his horse a t  the difficult places of 
tlie road, llad ridden fast. Consequently he rode on far in front!, and we, 
tlre r~maining portion of the Mission, remgined far behind, strung out 
in a long tail along tlie road. Here we are a t  the descent to the BLrniBn 
gorp,*  now a t  the exit from i t  into the Bimiio Valley. Here are 
situated the first group of caves ; tlie ruins of a few houses are scatjtered 
a1)out close alongside of them. Iu the walls of the ruins, made of mud, 
in some l>laccs thcre wrre well-preserved, little, cleanly-plastered 
Sam(' of these half-ruined l~ouses and the caves adjacent to them were 
illllabitcd- In half an hour's ride from here we reached the place for our 
night's halt. 

* Mlls~on in thc ycnr 1832 pnnscd tllc snrne rond by whic l~  nre travellrd froin Ak- 
R'nhrit to tllc I)c~gi~~ning of tl1t1 I l . i~ni : i~~  Vnllry, W I I C I I  he wrut to Saigbn wit11 HiLji K11611'a 
tlctarllmc~lt. 011 I ~ i s  rc.l.urn fro111 Saig611 to I3riiniin, Ire ~ ~ c l l t  Ily the Ilbmidn tlcfilc, by the 
road \ ~ l ~ i c - l l  sr~jnrntrcl from ol1l.n 1)etwccn tile I'rln and Cllnsl~lnn Pelu Pa~seu.--Mnsson, 
" V~lriol~s Jol~rilcyu," Vol. I I ,  ~ I I R C R  3'36-6 :111d 421-2. It i s  liihr(i to dctel.lnine whicl~ of these 
rontls ana follorvcd by otl~cr Er~glish tn~vcllers, a0 Llieir descriptioila are not sufficieutly 
dctailctl. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Tl~rce days in R8rniiin-Rrlics of antiquity 1 caves j rains-The B&miit~ Colossi-My jout-n~y 
t11rongl1 tlie caves and ascent on to t,he lleail of olle of the Colossi-Description of t l ~ e  
Colocsi-Loc:~l trllditions about them-The Little Irdk PRSS- Geogr:~phy of t.he HAmihn 
VatIIey; i tsj /ora atlcl fauna-Sllo~t history of 86111iBn from the most ~~ lc i er i t  tiiiles to the 
prese~it d;y-A fcw ~vortls nbolit tlie position of the ancient town of Bimi6u. 

The  shade of tlie small poplar grove, under which our tents mere 
sheltesecl, left  nothing to be desired. Of course the gliove did no t  give us 
i t s  services in the l ight  of sllade owing t o  the  high temperature of t8he air, 
for, according to Burnes, the height of this  valley i s  over H,OOO feet, so tha t  
there could be no prospect of heat even by day. 'l'his was i~lcleed actu- 
ally collfirmed. The temperature taken b me i n  the  shatle of a ten t  at 1 . . 1 o'clocl~ in the day  on the 20th  J u l y  ( I s t  ugust) was 84' F.-an insig- 
nificant figure, if me remember t h a t  in 'l'urliistin the  usual daily tem- 
peratr~re is l 0 4 O  F. 

N o ;  the  shade of tlie grove was of use t o  11s in another respect. 'I'he 
close proximity of the huge snowy mass of tlie K6ll-i-RALA, the low, and 
i n  places very gentle, hills bordering the valley on the south and north, 
cau-sed a very s t rong diffusion of l ight  here. The  eye was in  fact blinded 
by  the  streams of liglrt reflected by  the snowy masses of the mountains. 
111 t.lle valley there 1s no barrier to break the  mass of refracted rays and 
t o  moclify tlie power of their action. The  poplai. grove appeared to  be 
tlie only tliing in  the  valley t o  do so, and  nattll-ally the eye rested with 
pleasure on the soft, dull green shade of i t s  leaves. 

O n  riding into the grove a mild h u t  is found, on the top of which a 
wllole pile of sheep '  horns are piled. W e  were conseclilently on this  occa- 
 ion the  guest  of Fome Musulrnan saint. The  sanctity of tlle place was 
recognisecl hg the fact  t ha t  our horses, which were given over at the very 
hut ,  were ( l , ~ i c k l y  lecl away by the  Afgh in  attendants to  more distant 
places. This  tomb, however, in  no way interested me, even though it 
might be t ha t  of some cele1)rated saint. I was more occupied with fix- 
i l l q  the  age of tlie patriarch of this grove, % giant  poplar. Jutlgiug by 
t,lre di:lmeter, one must put i t  down a t  300 years old, and tlhis wag 
cc)nfismecl 1,y the Debir and Ljil Muhammad Khiti .  One of the  best traits 
of tile Central Asia11 Musulman is this  r ~ s p e c t  for large old tree#. These 
trees nlwnys remain untouched and  are often considered sacred, or are the 
sulrjpct of .,me legeecl. I n  Central Asia the  name of Ali is not seldom 
heart1 in connection with some tree, rock, or village, &c. ; eo you may 
imagine tha t  t l ~ i s  o1)iquituus Ali was also present by national tradition 
in tlie 136miin Valley.* 

* In t l ~ c  I3lmiri11 Valley (w l~ ic l~  we pnnsed through completely, with the exception of its 
c,:~stt,rn end) i s  n rock cnllcil ' I  Azllc1:lha" or " t l ~ e  Drago~~" wltich wan killed here hy Ali. 
Hnrn~s relatvs a tradition co1111111111icated to 11in1 hy Ireecll of the taaks or lnborirs of Ali which 
tooli 1 1 l . l ~ ~  l~(sro OII  the l lh~ui in  Valley. The tradition ie that the Musulmeu hero, like 



There is no doubt that Ali could not have been here, but national 
legends do not stick a t  adapting any prominent place to their cherished 
hero. 

However that may be, it is probable that  the respect and love for old 
trees by the natives is caused by these legends and vice versd. I n  tile 
present case the legend had done good service; a gigantic tree had 
remained untouched and had succeeded in producing around it a young 
generation of soft-leaved, well-shaped poplars, the shade of which we were - 
now very glad of. 

Little by little all the remaining people reached the tents,-tlle topo- 
grapher very tired and looking sleepy. No sooner had the four ~oesacks  
crawled to the tents, then they threw themselves don n on the ground 
like logs. The unwearyinp and never dispirited Malevinski was now 
occupied in a very serious business. Taking advantage of the ~ a n i c  
caused amongst us owing to so many persons having sickened with fever 
a t  once, he w;is persuading the General to open his cellar. 

As a matter of fact, the use of alcoholic drinks to a small extent on 
such a difficult route was really necessary. Now Malevinski being in 
charge of the wine cases was much exercised in his mind. H e  had to 
choose between I~:nglisll bitter beer and sherry. He sett-led t l ~ e  difficulty 
by putting out both, adding to them a bottle of yellow chartreuse. On  
this day we thus had a considerable change in our usual run of beverages. 
Even the Cossacks were deemed worthy by the General's order of tasting 
tlie sweet liquor in a spoon. 

The proximity of the remarkable relics of antiquity of this elevated 
v:~lley,-the fri~gmentary statements about these mementos which the 
Debir a t  once comnlunicated to us,-the, historical recollections of the 
BBmiin which had existed not long before,-all brought about a lively and 
lengthy conversation amongst the handful of Russians whom the caprice 
of fate had thrown into these countries, about which, before this, scarcely 
one of them had dreamt. 

I n  this lively conversation the honoured names of some English tra- 
vellers who had visited BrimiSn were occasionally heard Moorcroft, 
Burnes, and Masson were pictured to tlie imagination :IS if alive. 

Some of us much wished to visit all the local places wortliy of notice,- 
Gtul-G111611, tlie ruins of which were seen to the south-~a,st of our tents ; 
the c~lebrated Colossi of Btimiin; to explore the cave.; cut out of the 
rocks, of the extent of which Burnes gives snch a hypel-l~olict account, &c.* 

Upon this the General stated that there wolild be a day's llnlt a t  
RRrniLn, and that  the next day we mould see and visit all the places of 
interest. 

Hcrculea of old, was obliged t o  aerve the  local k ing  f o r  a certain time. 'I 'hi~ k ing  was 
cnllctl Ijcrl)cr, nnd his capital w11e eitutlted iu tolie lhiiuibn Vnlley. Ali had t o  ycrforln t h e  
two I'ollowir~g tnaka :- 

(1) To c o r ~ s t r ~ l c t  A dam on tllc! river, ~ ~ p o l ~  wl~ic-11 1,000 ~ l n v e s  11t1d I a b o ~ ~ r c d  long nlld 
unanc.rcsfifally before lriru. ( I n  I'orsi~rn 1.000 is '- Ilaeir." hu t  the  Irlborll~t~rs employed in 
cn: iatr l~ct i r l~ tllc dnrn wcre also c:~lltxd " H11z:il.n~. ") A li s ~ ~ c c c s a f ~ ~ l l y  : ~ ~ c o l i i ~ ~ l i ~ h c d  this 
tn*k by c ~ l t t i ~ i g  off with I l i a  sword ( w l ~ i c l ~  According to tl.rlditiol~ wns 490 feet  in Icngtll) H 

picce of t,lrc cliff llarrging over t l ~ e  river. 
(2) Wit11 t h e  nnmc swol.il Ile killed t h e  terr i l lc  dragon, which dcvns ta~ed  the neighbour- 

llood of  tllc! kir~q'n town.-(lia'hul, pnge .?26.) 
* 'I'lln nnt,ivcsn to111 I ~ I I ~ I I ~ R  t.11n.t. a lnotller onoc l o 4  hcr c l~ i ld  i l l  t1it.e~ cnvcs; Ile went  

nfit.rny rlrltl \ v n l ~ ( l r r ~ d  nhorlt in them for 12 yc:trs, I I ~  Lcr wllicl~ hc ngitiu NIW tlrc light.-(Burrlcs' 
Trccveh i n  Bokhcira, Vol. 11, 1). 269.) 
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On t l ~ i s  night  tlie Cossacks were not deprived oE their tents. 
The following (lay, i.e., 22.4 July (2nd August), was a lloliday for us, 

-th:lt is, a hall. I t  really was time to yjve l)ot11 the men and animals 
rest. l l nny  of our horses had bruisecl their feet ;  nearly all the baggage 
animals had rubbecl their backs and were generally very thin. The con- 
dition of their hoofs necessitated the most serious attention. The conti- 
nued shoeing, which had been caused Ly the frequent loss of shoes owinq 
to the stony mountain road to  which our steppe horses were unaccustomed, 
had ereatly impaired the soundness of the  horn of their hoofs. 

Tlle hoofs of some of the horses, notwithst.anding the application of 
ointment and grease, had become quite unfit for further shoeing; the 
horn would no longer hold the nails. We  now envied our Afgh in  fellow- 
travellers all the more their horses of the native hill breed-horses which 
do not know what shoes are, and do not require them. Their hoofs are 
harder than iron. A priorl. one would liave supposed tha t  their hoofs un- 
protected I)y shoes would quickly wear away, tha t  i t  would become thin 
and only leave a thin layer of horn, bu t  as a matter of fact the oppo- 
site is the case. The hoof of the native mountain horses was provided 
with a thick Inyer of elastic horn. 

However, we again had to shoe our steppe horses, as  without shoes 
they could not have continued their journey a t  all. For this purpose 
s native blacksmith was called up. When he heard tha t  he had to shoe 
15  horses, he said that  he had not got  a sufficient quantity of iron for 
such a large number. l'he matter required the intervention of the local 
Governor, and the horses were with some trouble shod. 

Dinner time passed, and we all expected an invitation to  come from 
the General t o  mount our horses and go and see the celebrated valley. 
Bu t  one hour passes, a second passes, and tlie desired invitation does not 
come. 

However, the agreement was tha t  the Debir and Lil Muhammad K h i n  
should come for us, and tha t  then we should all start together; but there 
was 110 sign of either the one or the other. 

As their tents were not far  from ours, the General, accolnpanied by 
Mossin Kh6n) went to the Debir. There he spent a good two hours. When 
finally he retunled, he stated that  me could not make a tour of inspec- 
tion in the  valley, but  tha t  to-morrow we should ride past the Colossi 
and see them on our way. The General, however, promised that  we should 
inspect everything minutely on our return journey. I n  the meantime 
there were the original malls and towers of the ruins of Gul-Gulbh, 
rising to the south-east of us on a high detached hill, and an endless series 
of caves, whetting my  curiosity. Instead of the expedition, the G e n ~ r a l  
proposed to  inspect through the glass the ascent to the KilG Yam, w l ~ i c l ~  
could be cleai-ly sepn from here on the gigantic crest of a mountain 
ridge bortlering the valley on the south-east. 

'l'he whitis11 snnlie-like path could be well distinguished tllroilgh the 
binoculars. 'l'he General informed us tha t  we should not ascend by this 
p ~ s ,  but  by another which turned it, the IrLk Pass. T l ~ n s  ws ~ a s s c d  
the whole clay in inaction, quietly, and not  a t  a11 in holiday fashion. 

22ncl July (3rd August). Again on the road I Caves again extentlet1 
on our left, piled in some places one over the other in scvcral storeys; 
within them could be som~t imes  seen the sw:~rtll .~ f;lcc of i ts  timid 
resident, who in  his curiosity did not dare to s l~ow himself outside his 







door-wiucl,~w. Sometimes on the  third storey of tlle caves on a +llery 
stores of forage were seen, chiefly clover. On  the right,  fields descended 
right down to  Llle BFmiiin stream, which noisily rolled along i t s  muddy 
waters; occasionally fortlets, the original type of native villages, were 
seen along i ts  banks. 

W e  pass two or three poor gardens, in w l~ ich  almost t he  only repre- 
sentatives of trees were the  poplar and wild apple. 'l'he rocks extending 
along on our  left  hand became gradually higher and higher. 'Ihe 
storeys of caves amounted t o  five. W e  made a slight tu rn  to  tlie left, 
and  a remarkable spectacle met our gaze. Right  in front of us  rose a 
huge Colossus,-the Biiruiiin idol. I do not  tllinlc t h a t  I was the  only 
one seized by a strange sensation at seeing this  gigantic memorial of 
antiquity. Many centuries had passed over t he  head of this  giant,  and 
he still stands immovable as before. Both men and  the  elenlents have 
done their work of destruction, bu t  neither eartliqualces nor the  cannon 
shots of fanatical Musulmans have destroyed this  g i a n t ;  their united 
efforts have olily slightly mutilated it. 

I mill endeavour to  describe i t  in as much detail as possible. 
I n  a perpendicular cliff 200 feet high,  a niche is cu t  about 7 0  feet 

wide; its depth in the rock averages about 35 to 4'9 feet. The  cliff 
consists of conglomerate. WTithin the  niche is a Colossus about 140 feet 
high. Three faces of the Colossus are open, vix.,  the front and  the two 
sides; the  back is coincident with the rock. The  face of the  Colossus 
is carved to the  lower l i p ;  the ears are preserved ; round the  neck runs 
a brick barrier like a gallery. The breast of the  idol is broad and  flat. 
The  hands to  the elbow are pressed to  the side, beyond they are broken 
off. The leos below the  knee are mutilated, according to  the statements 
of the Afghans, by can~~on-shots .  The idol is dressed in  a cloak made 
of plilster ; the cloak is very well preserved in i ts  upper par t  ; in places 
where tlie plaster lias stripped off, holes can be seen as if nails had been 
placed there to  strengthen the plaster. 'l'he walls of tlle niche are also 
covered with plaster, generally well preserved. The vaulted upper par t  
of the niche, i .e. ,  the part  above the  head of the  Colossus, is covered 
with frescoes, representing groups of people and  separate figures. T h e  
figures are of two types, full  length and half length. 1'110 full-length 
figures represent men ; tlie half-length, women. 

The  faccs, especially of the half-length figures, a l e  made very de- 
licate, i .e . ,  the outlines of t he  face are very delicate and  fine, but tllere 
is little life-like about them. I n  tlie style of their delineation they re- 
mind one stronrfly of a Chinese painting or rather of a Byzantine church- 
painting. The hair on tlle lieatls of the half-length figures is combed 
back to the nape of the neck and collected in  a knot. Over some of 
the figures there is something in  tlle form of an  aureole. It is necessary, 
howcver, to remart  tha t  the  paintings, a l t l ~ o u ~ h  they present a striking 
freshness of colour, do not form a complete plcture ; very few complete 
fignrcs remain. 

13ct\vcen tllc feet of t,he Colossus is the entrance to  an extensive cave, 
tlie soot-covered vaulted roof of which bears witness tha t  i t  was once 
inlial~ited. Ijut extensive tllougll i t  is, i t  cannot contain half a regi- 
ment  Burnes states.* I n  the walls of the niche at varying heights 

+ Uurnes' Tvavels i n  Bokhdra, Vol. IT, page 269. 



are pierced arched windows. A t  these places, so they told me, a stair- 
case winds up which reaches to the head of the Colossus. I expressed 
n wish to ascend to the head of the Colossus, but had to refrain from 
carrying out my wish ; the staircase was fallen in and i t  was quite im- 
possible to ascend i t .  I was much distressed at this news. What  ! to be 
a t  the foot of these most mighty relics of antiquity, and not to be able 
to ascend where no 15uropeau had ever been ! This was indeed an un- 
bearable punishment for a tourist ! I did not a t  all wish to  ascend to 
the top of the Colossus in order to  scratch my name upon a stone a s  
tourists in general and Englishmen in particular delight in doing. 
No ; I simply wished to experience some new sensations, the equal of which 
i t  would be hard to find. What, for instance, would the ascent to the bell 
of Cologne Cathedral or to the dome of St .  Peter's at Rome be before this 
ascent ; or even Vesuvius itself ! Such lours de force could be carried out 
as often and whenever you wished ! Here, on the contt-ary, was this one 
chance, which might never be repeated in my life. I coi~sequently express- 
ed a wish to attempt the ascent even by the ruined staircase, trusting to 
the all-powerful Russian "good luck." However, I was not allowed to 
attempt it, but I was gladdened by the intelligence that one could ascend 
another Colossus 600 or 700 yards to the east, as the staircase there was 
preserved intact. W e  now again mounted our horses and went on to the 
next idol. We had to pass two or three niches, also cut out of the rock, 
of considerably smaller proportions than the one we had just inspected. 
Two of them were empty (in one there was only part of a head), and in 
the third was a rather well preserved small idol. Soon after this me 
reached ttle second large Colossus. It was rather smaller than the first, 
just described by me, but resembled i t  very much in everytl~ing. The 
face was also matilnted, the arms broken oft' a t  the elbow, but the legs 
were whole. There was no stone barrier round the neck. I t s  height 
was ahout 120 feet. 

I had now to ascencl to the head of the Colossus. TJpon this Mossin 
KhSn obligingly warned me not to stand upon the head of the Coloss~~s, 
'' beca11se," he said, " i t  had gone ill with all those who had done so, and 
pome inconceival)le horror had overtalten them. Some men had f;lllen down 
and been bruised to death." 'l'he BBmiin Governor selected the Afghin 
who knew most about the caves and the way up t n  the idol's head, and 
I started with N .  0. Ilazgonov, accompanied by our cicerone. First we 
went a few score yards to the right of the niche, entered one of the caves, 
and ascended to the ~econd storey hy a staircase cut in the rock, and 
came out in a gallery looking out on the valley. Going along it we 
again entered the caves, which were here square in shape with dome- 
shaped roofs. The caves bore traces of being inhabited by man ; there 
were various household requisites, forage, kc., nbont, but we saw no 
people. 'l'hen we ascended into the gallery of the third storey by a 
narrow passage having the appearance of a staircase with hrokrn- 
down steps. llere we had an extensive bird's-eye view over tlie Brirnian 
Valley. 

Below : ~ t  our very feet stood tlle group of the Mission, beyoncl were 
secn fields, and beyoncl the belt of tiolds glimmerecl the swift-flowing 
BBmian river ; h~yond  the river, on a detacherl, rather high hill, were Reen 
the ruins of an accient town, now called Gul-(;nICh. Finally, t h ~  horizon 
\\-as bonndecl by the grey giants of thc Kfih-i- tjril,ii crownccl wit11 cternnl 



snow. Some narrow valleys, watered by turbid streams, desceuded the  
sides of the gigantic mountains. 

We then agnin began to mount upwards. The staircase now led 11s 
along the left side of tlle niche, into which several windows opened. The 
staircase was much broken down ; in some places the steps were quite 
worn away, and i t  presented a steep, slippery slope. One false step, and 
you might slide down, perhaps fall through the windows into the niche. 
The stalircase is spiral. The desire to ge t  t o  the top was so strong 
within me that  preceding the guide I quickly distanced N. 0 .  Razgonov, 
and it was only his cries of " Doctor, wlly are you in such a hurry ?- 
wait a bit," resounding from helow, which made me for a time restrain 
m y  rapid steps. I n  some places one had literally to clamber up on all- 
fours, i t  was so slippery and steep. I4'inally, we reached the end of the 
staircase. It came out in a spacions room. The cornices of this room 
were covered with a rude frieze. .A thicli layer of soot covered the roof 
and walls. This soot prevents one seeing picturesque paintings apparently 
the same as on the walls of the niche. I n  places these figures are 
by sword-cuts. Through the door of this room we parsed into a gallery, 
running behind the  head of the Colossus. A small window opening 
from the gallery direct on to  the  head allowed us to  issue forth on to  its 
surface. 

The surface of the head mas an oval area with a diameter of 104 
feet. The back of the Colossus' head is joined t o  the back wall of the 
llicl~e. A painful feeling came over me when 1 wcnt to the  edge of the 
space and looked down. Under me and far below, the small figures of men 
were visible. Some of them tried too throw a small stone up to us, but  
without success. The voices of people, however, standing below retained 
their power well ; even a whisper reached us with exactness. It was a 
most convenient place 11ei.e to inspect the paintings of the figures over 
the head of the Colossus, but  unfortunately the frescoes were worse pre- 
served in this niche than in tlle first ; s\\.ord-cuts and traces of bullets 
marked them in all directions. 111 a few minutes we were down again. 
I wished to desccnd from the Colossus by anot,her staircase, but received 
an answer from our cicerone that  i t  was much destroyed, and tha t  i t  was 
impossible to go down by i t .  He himself did not get on to the head, and 
stood tllc whole time in the upper gnl1el.y behind the head. To m y  
query why he ditl not come up on to the head, he replied that, " the  
devil sometimes treats hndly those who dare to stand on the head of 
Shiih-Mtima." '' liere have we been examining the idols also," said the 
General, when the Colonel and I descended to the Mission group, who 
were seated on the st'ones waiting for us. 

'I'he ruins of the ancient city of Gul-GulEh, however, remained uuex- 
amincd, but still, I think, i t  will not be out of place if I give a descrip- 
tion here of thc ruins as they appeared to me from a distance. 

The ruins of Gul-Gnlkh are on the south side of the vnllcy, 1 verst or 
a t  the most I 4 versts ( I mile) from the great Colossus. I b c v  are 
opposite the gronl) of Colossi, hilt a little inclined t o  the s o n t l ~ - w ~ ~ t ,  and 
o c c ~ ~ p y  a cletachctl hill. rather high, surl.oanded wit11 the remilins of \vallg. 
Of these walls the corner towers lrnve hcetr best preserved. One 
notice tllat the walls surrounded the hill in srveral t,iers, rising, as were, 
in  storeys, one ovvr tllc olher. 01) the summit of the hill Fvere seen ruinecl 
builclillgs. This summit ia tlir snrfaoe of a t~oocated  pj,ramid, ancl, 



measured by eye, occupies an area of 1 verst square (142 acres). On 
the  western side the hill ends in a steep precipice, above the houses 
are apparently best preserved. Below, under the precipice, in a narrow 
valley sitoated in the bed of a mountain brook, the remains of buildings 
are also seen. The southern boundary of the  hill, in  the direction of the 
snowy Kiih-i-BLb5 range, mas invisible even from the  height of the Colos- 
sus to the top of which I ascended. Scarcely any, more or less trust- 
wol-thy, traditions have been preserved amongst the local population or 
amongst the  Afghgns about these Colossi and Gul-Gul6h. They think 
tha t  the Colossi represent a k ing and his wife, and call the big Colossus 
" Sil-SLl," and the smaller one, his wife, " Shih-Miima." They also sup- 
pose tha t  this royal pair lived in the  most remote antiquity. That t l ~ i s  
interpretation and supposition is not worthy of the very least criticism is 
shown b y  the fact tha t  the  Colossi have exactly the same appearance, 
and the smaller one is not a bit like a woman; its breast is perfectly 
flat. 

Of Gul-Oulih they say tha t  i t  was :t very large town, populous and 
rich, and tha t  i t  existed from a very remote period and was destroyed by 
Chengiz K l ~ i n ,  who obtained possession of it by treachery. 

As  tlie city mas provided with subterranean water-cliannels, i t  might  
have successfully withstood the siege of Chengiz Khin.  Direct attacks 
on a town surrounded by a tripal wall must h ;~ve  terminated unsuccess- 
fully for the attackers. The affair ended, however, in the destruction of 
the  town, and this is how i t  was accomplished. 

'I'he daughter of the  king of the town was in love with one of the 
sons of Chengiz ; in a transport of love she relealed to him the secret of 
the water-channels, praying him, however, to  keep the secret 

Nevertheless Chengiz succeeded in finding out this secret, pro- 
mising his son to  spare the town. But  no sooner had the water-courses 
beell broken, and the town, owing to want of water, had been forced to 
surrencler, tlian, enraged by their long and stul~born resistance, he razed 
it to the ground and utterly destroyed all the inhabitants ; children a t  
the breasts of their mothers were not even spared. 'l'his is all that  
national tradition tells us about these ruins. The name itself, Gul-(iulCh, 
meanillg noise, outcry, was given to  tlie ruins of this town, beca~lse before 
its destruction i t  was very populous ancl boiling over with activity. 

W e  then continued our journey eastwards, or rather east-north-east, 
still along the left bank of the BLmiin stream at the very foot of the 
precipitous rocks. 

Huge roclts sometimes completely barred our way ; i t  was then neces- 
sary to go round them by zig-zags. Soon the caves ended, the valley 
gradually became narrower, the fields smaller, ant1 in a few versts we 
entered the rather wide gorge or defile of " Ahangar," shut  in on the 
south side by a lofty, vertical, rocky wall of indurated earth, whilst the 
nol~thern side of the defile was still conglomer,zte. The defile extends 
for a verst, and then gradually opens out into the valley of Topchi, where 
the  ground is agniu occupied hy fields, sown with wheat,, bcans, oats, 
and other crops, and replacing the stones up to the very foot of the cliffs. 
Here also is the " fort " of Topchi, and a t  a liltle distance from it glisten 
the ready-pitched teuts of our camp. 

'I'lle sick Cossacks mere rather better to-day ; the topographer also felt 
llimself well, and the day passed in a lively manner. After dinncr a toast 



was proposed by the General Stolietdv to  the health of tile dlnecn Empress, 
as  this was the  anniversary of her birth. * * * * * * 

O n  the foilowing da)i we left our ~ a m p i n g . ~ r o u n d  early, as  usual, and  
continued our journey still frirthet. east. Having gone 6 versts (4 miles), 
we came to  some well-preserve.l ruins, the site of tlie city of Zohik.* IJcre 
we crossed the B:imi$n river by  a ford ; i t  is here about 70 wide and 
2 to  4 feet deep. I t s  current is very swilt ; t he  Led of the  stream is 
strewn rnith large and small stones ; the water is very turbid, and of a hl.own 
colour. It was very difficult for the baggage animals to  cross the rlvel., 
especially the  bullocks. Some of the loads were wet through. W e  issrlcd 
from the river r ight  under the cliff upon which ZohBk's town is 
This cliff is  perpendicular. both on the  east side and on the uorth towards 
the B6rnii11 river. On the  east side it is washed by  the ICB16 stream 
flowing through the narrow Kg115 valley, and  fal l ing into the Bimiiin 
river under Zohik's cliff. The  Kg16 stream is about 35 yards wide, 3 
feet deep, and at this point has a very rapid and impetuous current. 

I f  we had been going bg the KQ16 Pass, we should have had to keep due 
soutll by the left bank of the KB16 stream, under ZohLk's cliff; our route, 
however, lay by the I r i k  Pass ; we consequently crossed the Kg16 stream 
b y  a ford and again struck east. O n  ascending to the opposite and rather 
high bank of the stream me had t o  halt  a little, as  i t  was a work of no 
snlaI1 difficult,y and time qet t ing the baggage animals across two swif t  
mountain streams. 'Faking advantare  of this  halt,, we again IooBed a t  
the ruins of Zoh6k's town from a distance. I now asked permission t o  
climb up on to  the cliff, but  i t  was refused. 

These ruins present two detached parts ; one part  on the summit  of 
the cliff presents a mass of crowded buildings, amongst which may be 
discerned two or three well-preserved small mud (apparently) cupolas. 
Tlre lower part of the ruins is quite close up  t o  the  eastern bluff of the  
cliff, and on the side of tlie K616 stream is fenced in  by a wall, built of 
stones, laid in  mortar, and having a height of about 21 feet. This mall 
is generally very well preserved and provided with several towers. The  
Afghins  accompanying us said tha t  from this part of the ruins there is 
a way or passage to  the upper par t  cut  out  of tlie rlck, and pointed out 
as part of i t  a lrintl of projection in the cliff like a balcony, wit11 s fmg- 
merit of wall upon it. 

The legend told about this town and i ts  founder, t he  K i n g  ZohBk, 
is as follows : Zollik was a powerful hero, wicked, inh l~man,  harsh. 
A snake used to be placed on each of' his shou1del.s. These snakes were 
fed on human brains, and two men wcre killed every day  to feed them. 
r l h c  1 whole neighbollring country groatled undrr  this t y r s n ~ l y .  A t  laqt 
Heaven h a  comprssion on them. The  pious Persian King Faridun 
~ c n ~ t ~ r a t ~ r d  I I C ~ C  tl1ro11gI1 the Ahangar defile and killed the tyra11t.t 

W r  now for some time mi~rclretl over an elevated platIeau and then de- 
sccndcd into a t l c ~ p  ravine, nlnning in a direction from n o r t l ~ - ~ e ~ t  t o  south- 
c.:ist1, anrl opcni~lg  in all proba1)ility into the valley of thc BBmiin river. 
'l'his ravine is dl'y, bu t  in spring and in  tile rainy season a mountain 

* See 13t1~1ieq. p. 157, Vol. 11.-Trnnvlntor.  
t I{~lrslcln ill his hook rdqo qrlotc~ R vt ry interesting t l s~di t ion clhorlt Zohrik, RltllOllKh 

of n d l f ~ r c n t  kind. Accortling to liis ttcrtlition, Zol~rili \\,ts ~ i ~ ~ ~ , l ~  n robbet. of tile Hazhrlr 
t l i l~t* \\ Ilo livc.11 in tllc tilno bcforc Nridil. Shrih's i~lvr~sioll of Afgllrinist&ll.-Uurslem-a~~ Peep 
iuto Tl~rkistri~~,''  pi). 202-8. 



torrent probably rushes through it, which is proved by tile ma.ss o f  fine 
shingle strewing the bottom of the ravine. B ~ r e  there is no caravan road, 
U'c still lrept south-east up the ravine, and in half an  hourJs ride reached 
the foot of the Little I r i k  Pass. The ascent to i t  is pretty good and runs 
in zig-zags along the sides of the mountain. 

A t  the very summit the road runs along a cornice over a preoipice 
several score feet high. From the height of this pass, tlie actual elevation 
of which is 0,000 feet according t o  Griffiths, an  extensive view opens ant 
to  the north into the Bhmiin Valley ; the site of ZoliikJs city is seen from 
here as if in  the palm of one's hand, also the summit of the Ak-Rallit 
Pass, and to the east the continuous mass of the snowy m o u n t a i ~ ~ ~  of the 
Hinclu Kiish. The southern horizon is closed by the peak of tlle I r i k  
Pass, along the northern side of which runs the path by which we went. 
The descent, from the Little Pass a t  once brought us to an elevated and 
rather wide mountain plateau ; along this we marched for three quarters 
of a n  hour, still i n  a n  easterly direction. Even a t  this elevaiion tile 
grass was burnt u p  by the sun, but above t l ~ i s  plateau, nearer to the re- 
mains of tlie melting snow crowning the neighbouring peaks, the side of 
the hills were an  emerald green and covered with tender and succulent 
grass. On  its eastern side tlie plateau falls pre~ipit~oosly. By a steep 
descent from it we reached the l r i k  Valley, where our camp was estab- 
lished. 

Let 11s now glance a t  the valley just left behil~d us, looking into its 
p r e s ~ n t  state and its past. The Bimi jn  Valley is a long narrow belt of 
fert,ile la rd  which extends :llong the BQmiin stream. The main direction 
of the v:~lley is from west to east, although i t  bends round (especially a t  
it,s eastern end) a little to the north-east. Commencing a t  the BBmijn 
tlefile, the top of which is a t  the foot of the Ak-Rabtit Pass and ends a t  
the first group of caves, the valley runs up to the Ahangar gorge, and 
thronghout its extent is almost equally broad, or rather narrow, for its 
breadth nowhere exceed 2 versts (15 miles). 

I n  length i t  extends ZO versts (135 miles). On both sides this lofty 
valley is bounded by precipitous and sometimes perpendicular cliffs. The 
northerll l~oanclary is like a continuous rampart, occasionally Lroken by 
small ravines in which flow streams falling into the BLmiin river. l 'he 
cliffs on the northtarn side are wilder and more gloomy than those on the 
southern \)order of tlle valley. Further to the north they continue to thc 
~ k - H a b 6 t  range of hills, forming a slightly unclulating (hilly) mountain 
plateau. 'I he southern side does not present so much uniformity ; i ts 
rocky mountain barrier, with its varied tints of all colours of the rainbow, 
presents wide gaps in many places, covertd with a green carpet of fields. 
ConPiderahle streams ~ ~ s u a l l y  flow out of these gaps, sometimes having 
highly coloured waters, Thus, for instance, in the Surlth-dara defile, run- 
ning in the direction of the meridian and not far from the Ahangar 
defile, the water of the stream is of a deep-red colour, and for a long time 
it runs in t,he common hecl in a separate belt without mingling with the 
water of the BQmihn river." 'Ihe southern precipitous edge of tlie 
valley merges into the advanced spurs of the K6h-i-lribh, which arc) of n 
gently undulating character ; without changing their outlines they extend 
right u p  to the snowy range itself. 

Alnlost in the centre of the valley, but often nearer to  its southern 
+ This I U H J  be ofteu eecn in the Him~1nyns.-Translator. 



edge, flows the turbid and noisy A b - i - ~ i m i l o ,  or B i m i i n  river. The 
amount of mineral deposit which i ts  waters carry is enormous. Tlle 
source of the stream is a t  the western end of the valley, in the  Bimiiitl 
defile. 'I'he soil of tlle valley is formed by the disintegration of the 
lnountain rocks from tlie surrounding heights; it is impossible not to  
notice in i t  the especial predominance of clay and tine shingle. 

'I'he is uninterrupte Jly covered with fields. The chief kinds of 
$rain sown here are wheat, barley, beans, peas, and-what is especially 
I.emarkable-oats. I have purposely used tlle word "remarl<able." 
Nowhere else, where I had teen  up to this time i r r  Central Asia-iu 
Afgh&nistin, in the dominions of Sulihira, in Russian Turkistin-had I 
met with fields of oats; I only now met with them for the lirst time here. 

Large fi eltls of peas and beans also attracted my ;rtteution. I may 
also remark that,  on the whole road through the  Bindu Kiish, from tlle 
River Am6 up to the village of Slil~hta-Chiniir, we did not meet with peas 
or beans anywhere. The wheat a t  this time (22nd June = 4,th July) 
mas only just in ear, and the barley was almost quite ripe; the  same 
may be said of the oats. '!'his latter crop is cultivated here in  a strange 
manner ; (1) they cut it without allowing i t  to  come fully into ear ;  (2) 
the ,yra,in is not thrashed out,  r~nd they do not usually separate it from 
the straw, but give their cattle the oat crop as fodder like common grass.* 
Clover (lucerne) is also sown here. 

There are few representatives of tree vegetation here : poplar, willow, 
mild apple, and that  is all. I did not notice any acerose-leafed trees. 
Tree vegetation is a weak point here ; you occasionally see small groups 
of what one is pleased t o  call trees, unadapted to  t11c soil and climate. 

Now I mill I);ISS on to the description of what does not exist here, but  
which many have been spulten and argued about; 1 mrau '< the town of 
BBmiin." On all maps the town of I3i111iin is shown either in large or  
small type. This is not surprising, for it is well known that  on maps 
they enter all information obtained from enquiries, and once some one 
must have been told that  there was a tow11 here, and so they show i t  
here still. But what causes one the grrat,est astonishment is tha t  the 
latest travellers, even such as Bunles, also speak of the town of I3imiin 
and ],lace i t  on the map. This is the most complete error. I n  tlle 
Rimiin Valley at the present time there is not a single place which one 
could call a town. 'l'here are onlv tlhe ruins of Gul-Galkh and Z o l ~ i l i ' ~  
town. Everythit~g el* consists eitlrer of the villages described by me,- 
tlie " forts" of 15nglisli t~ra\~cllers,-or else of g ron)~s  of caves cllt in the 
cliffs of the valley. In  some places tlie caves form pret,ty considerable 
grotips) ;IS, for instance, a t  the western end of t l ~ e  valley and ztt the 
gro111) OF Colossi, l )ut  they extend generi~llg almost t l ~ r o o ~ l l o u  t tlle 
length of the valley. 13y a glance a t  the map i t  appears clear to us  
tl~:tt  travellers have given tlie ~lunic of a town to tha t  group of cavcs 
whicli lies a t  the cntl-ance to the valley at its western Herc, 
boo, this 11gpotlictic;ll town is pl;~ced in tlia Mission's route compiled i)y 
nrntlcrski. TI~IIS thrrr is no town in the HlmiA11 Valley a t  the present 
t i ~ r ~ c ,  and it is time to cease marl;ing i t  on tlle mays. 

r 1 1 llc crlrions local vi1l;lgcs are scattered tl~rougllout the valley; the 

num1)cr of tliein is 15. 
* Tile Mnlnc! thing i n  (lone i l l  Austrnlin, but the crop ie ~ l l o w e d  to rip011 a~ ld  ie then 

d r i ~ d  nntl cllol~ped up.-Tra~tslator. 



I ditl not succeed iu obtaining the numbers of the population of tile 
v:lley. The  loc.al inhabitants are  chiefly HazBras, but there are also , ,-. I'ajlLs. Thp Afplliilis here only form a temporary, newly 
clement, i n  the  form of the  Governor's troops, kc .  

Of the animal kingdom in  tliis valley I can say very little. TIle 
local horses are praised for their endurance ; they are of smell size. The 
liorned cattle present t'he characteristic peculiarity of having rather 
strongly pronounced humps. Sheep and  goats  are bred here in  large 
qua" t~ tles, according to  A f g h i n  accounts. Of  predatory arlimals I heard 
nothing ; and I did not  see a single kind of bird. The  Afghins told me 
tllat a grea,t many trout* are caught  in  one of the streams falling from 
the  south into the Bimiiin river, bu t  we did not see them ourselves. 

I mould add t h a t  dur ing  tlie three days we passed in this historical 
valley, the  thermometer st 1 P.M. in the shade did not  exceed 87-a0 F., 
and  a t  8 A . M .  did not fall below 5.3.6OF. 

I will now touch upon the  far-distant past of this valley, and  I think 
t h a t  the  reader will pardon me this  break in the continuity ot' m y  descrip- 
tion of the  journey of the Mission. 

When  the  ancient Bactriana was spoken of above, we saw tha t  very 
important  traditions were associated with its soil, having for their subject 
the  whole human race. T h e  BimiBn Valley in  this respect is scarcely 
illrerior t o  the classical Bnctriana. B i m i i n  itself, too, in  antiquity 
scarcely yields tlie palm to Ijalkh. The various traditions relating to  
various subjects in this valley I have already given above. I will now 
mention those which, so to  speak, lead 11s up t o  the history of the  whole 
lluman race. I n  this  case this  will be the introduction to  the history of 
l+.imiiin. 

(6 The natives," says Wilford, " look on BBmiBn and the neighbouring 
countries as  the  place of residence of the  ancestors of the  lluman race, 
both before alld after tlie fl0od.t Buddllist traditions also point to tile 
snticlnity of B i n ~ i i n ,  attributing its building to the Patriarch Sem.$ 
Persian authors in tlieir t a r n  also ascribe a very ancient existence to  
B i m i i n  ; their traditions associated with some ruins to  bc fonncl i n  
tIlis valley (for instance, Zohik's town) also speak to t'liis. Mention is 
slreacly rna(Ie of I j imiin by Zoroaster in the wol.li " Zend Avest,a,."S 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t l i n ~  t o  Diodorus of Sicily, B i m i i n  existecl before N i t ~ o s  the King 
of AsSyria.(( 'I'hese two latter sources of information no longer helong 
to the regions of tradition, bu t  to  those of Iiistory. It is necessary 
to remark tha t  tlie historical information which we have a t  the present 
time a1)out this valley, about the periods before Christ, is very meagre. 

The histories of Alexander of Macedon, which throw such a I)eauti- 
fill l ight on the conditions of life of the countries along tlie Oxus and 
Jnxnrtes, say notlling about tliis presumed cradle of humanity-l3imi;in. 
O n  tile basis of the meagre inforniation furnished to us Ly the Iiistoriea 

+ Hu~.slk~m, pngv 37, also spenks of trout c ~ ~ i g l ~ t  in tllc strenm. 
t 011 alo11111. C~~ucnsns,  Asiatic Hesenrches of tlic society, instituted in Ijengnl, Vol. VI, 

pngr 450. 
1 0 1 ,  &tlllt C.LIIC:ISUB, Asintic Resen~.clres of the Society institutctl i l l  rlcng:tl, Vol. VI , 

ynge 463. 
5 Zttrld Avestn-Ouvrage de Zoroastre tr:~tlnit par Ankctil du Perron, Vol. 11,  page 

393, I'flris, 1771. 
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of Alernllaer on llis in the Caucasus Mountaias, there is no 
lJossibility of compiling a more or less accurate statelllent of t he  routc 
taken by Lim through the Hindu Kiish. 

TIlere is, however, no doubt t h a t  the  Blmia'n Valley must  have 
pl;lyed a of no small importance in  the succession of small Greek 
kingdoms formed in Ractriana and Ar i a~ la  aEter the fall of Alexand~r 's  
rnnnareliy. The so-called Greco-Bactrian monarchy a t  one time elnbracrd 
both Kibul is t in  and part  of India. Biimiin could not b u t  have en- 
tered into the composition of this  nionarclly, bu t  nevel.tlleless we have 
no rlecided information as  to  what i t  representled at that  t i n ~ e :  no, not 
an  atom of information. 

After this period, i n  the  first century A.D. we find the name of 
the town of BBmign in the Chinese writer Ban-gu in  his " Histories 
of tile oldest Khanates."* B u t  in any  case the  accurate history of 
13imiin commences only with Shin-Sl l in .  He was the first t o  give US 

not only a very accurate account of tlie valley and  i t s  memorials, b u t  
the most accurate of all descriptions which have been made since him b y  
Mnsulman writers. 'l'he accuracy of his description is so great t h a t  
even the English travellers in the second quarter of the  present century 
could only add very little to  it. I will consequently permit myself 
to  extract the translation of the passage from the  description of t he  
celebrated Chinese pilgrim :- 

'' The lsingdorn of Fan-yan-na ( BAmiin) extends from east t o  
west for 2,000 ' l i , ' t  and  from south t o  north for 300 'li.' It lies 
amongst snowy mountains. The inhabitants live in small towns,$ 
constructed on the  slopes of the llills or at tlie bottom of the  valley. The 
capital is placed on the  slopes of two hills opposite each other a n d  
crosses the valley. It is 6 or 7 li i n  length. O n  the north i t  rests 
against lofty ancl steep cliffs. Tllis country produces late barley, bu t  
there are few fruits or flowers 11ei.e; i t  possesses magnificent pastures 
wllich are suitaLle for grazing large floclrs of sheep and troops of 
llorses. The climate is very cold. 'l'he customs are coarse and  cruel. 
l 'he greater part  of thc inllabitants wear clothes of f u r  and  wool; this 
kind of clothes is better suited to the climate. 

" The l ~ t t e r s  of tlie alphabet, rules of government, a ~ l d  many tokens 
11scd in trade, are tlie same a s  in  the kingdom of Tou-klra-ra (Tou- 
cho-lo) ; the spolcen language is somewhat different, but  there is a 
great reseml)ln~lce between the traits of face of these two nations. 

" On tllc slope of tlle hill to the north-east of the capital is the stone 
statric of Bntltllia, who is represenlecl standing. The  statue is from 140 
t o  150 fcet 11igh. I t  is a glittering gold colour ; thc  eyc is blinded in  
looliing at its pi-ecious ornamentation. 'l'o the east of this  is s&llated a 
monastery whlch was built by ille first king of this lcingtlom. In tho 
purity of t,lieir 1-c3ligion the i~ihaLitants of lhinliiin (Fan-yall-n:~) far  
their 11eighl)onrs. IIcre there is not a single man does do 

* (ircgorirv, " IiRl~nlistA~~ nnd Kifirist6n." pngc 986. 
t A " l i "  is n ~ ~ ~ c n s r ~ r c ,  ns ~ t a t c d  ~lhove, cqrlal to half vcrst (5 lnile). Grcgoriev 

in ollr pltlcr in his work rclckonn it nt half vcrst, ill n n o ~ l ~ e r  nt less tlrnn qnartrr vcrst. 
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cnsc i t  ~vi l l  IN, l > c t t c ~  to tnkr tlir uizr of 11 " l i "  at quclrtcr vcrst (g n~ilc) ,  otl~crwisc the 
l ~ r o l ~ ) ~  l i r l ~ l n  of ~ I I C  I j : i ~ i ~ i f i ~ ~  J \ i~lg( lo~~i  will bc ~ ~ n r c n s o ~ ~ n b l ~  grcwt. 

$ T l ~ e  furls tjf l s n ~ l i s l ~  tl nvcll( r ~ .  



reverence before the ' Three Holy elements ' and does not respect 
all spiritual t'hings. There exist here several dozen monasteries in 
which tllere are several thousand monks of the order of Choue-t~hou-~hi-  
pou who follow ' Petit-V6hicule.'* 

'( On the slope of a hill to the north-east of the capital is a stone 
statue of Buddha represented standing. The statue is 140 to 150 feet 
high. It is of a bright gold colour, and the eye is duzzled in beholding 
its costly adornment. To the east of this IS situated the monastery 
which mas built by the first king of this kingdom. 

'' 'So the east of this monastery rises the brazen statue of Chi Iria-fo 
(Shakiimun Buddha), also represented in a standing position, about 
l n o  feet high : each part of it was moulded separately, and the complete 
standing figure of Buddha was formed by joining all the parts together. 

'& A t  12 or 13 li to the east of the ttown, in a monastery, one can 
see a reclining figure of Buddha, the length of which is about 1,000 feet.* 

'< Whenever the king celebrates the festival of ' the IJeliverance,' 
he offers as a sacrifies everything, commencing with his wives and 
chilclren, and winding up with his treasure. When his treasure is 
finished, the king even offers himself as a sacrifice. Then the authorities 
of the count,rv go to the monks and ransom the king. 'l'hese pious acts 
form the chiel occupation of the icing."$ 

Notwithstandinq, however, such a full and accurate account of the 
celebrated valley, it is impossible not to point out some inaccuracies, 
want of clearness, and even blanks in the work of the celebrated China- 
man. 

First of all we must speak of the proportions of the territory of the 
BimiCn kingdom. Judging by the figures which Shin-Shin gives,- 
that  is, taking the extent of the HQmiit~ kingdom from east to west a t  
6110 to 1,000 versts (333 to 666 miles),-the following would be also 
included in the Birnijn territory : On the west the kingdom of Tzi- 
chi (Ki-chi), and on the east not only the kingdom of Kapisa, Icofene, 
but also Gandira. However, SGBn-Shin describes these kingdoms as 
completely separate and independent territories. 

'I'hrn i t  is impossible to pass over in silence the statement of SfiCn- 
ShSn that  the second or lesser statue of J~uddha was carved out of brass. 
Judgiug by the position of this statue as i t  is fixed by the ('hinese 
traveller, this is the same statue which I ascended with Colonel Ilaz- 
gonov. But this statue is of stone, just the same as the first i s ;  I not 
only saw i t  but felt it. 

With regard t o  tlie statement of SGfin-Shin that the larger statue 
has a brilliant gold colour, there are now no traces of its having been 
gilt. I must remark, however, that  the colour of the plaster on the 
Colossus is yellow. 

It. is also remarkable that Su'Qn-ShSn says not a word about the 
picturesque paintings with which the roof of the arch of the niche is 

The Khinny~n eect of Boddhistn.-Orc~oriev'a " I<6hulistBt1 and K6firist&11," p. 998. 
t M~lsson nleo mentiot~s this idol, which i~ to tlie east of Gul-Cfulbh i t 1  n nrnllll 

vdlcg rnnning from the eouth into the R6mi6n Vn1lt.y: But ite size is only 50 f e ~ t .  
Of the identity of Gul-QulQh with the citadel of the atlc~ent BLmidu, see below nndcr this 
head. 

f MQmoiree eur lea co11tr6cs occidei~talcs par Hiouen Thsnng, treduita par St. Yulien, 
V O ~ .  1, pp 36-38. 



covered. He  also says  not a word of tlle smaller statues cut out in 
the three otller niches, and tvhich I have mentioned in my description. 

With  regard to tlie third colossal statue, the Yissio~l  neither saw i t  
nor heard anything about i t  from the natives who knew the locality. 
But i t  is impossible not to draw attention to the fact tha t  SGLn-Shin 
gives very important indications relative to the sitme of the conteml~ora- 
neous :~nd probably ancient city of BQmihn ; but  about this I will speak - 
further on. 

In the time of SGBn-ShBn the Buddhist religion was in force in 
BBmign. From the dircumstance that  i n  his time this religion was so 
firmly established, which is shown by the development of monasteries 
to such an enormous extent, it is clear that  it had been propagated here 
long before his time. Let  us suppose that  the first seeds of Buddhism 
sprang up here in the third century B.C. The inhabitants of Biimiin 
were;,apparently in affluent circumstances, if they were able to maintain 
scores of monasteries and many thousand monks; the migllty archi- 
tectural memorials, which have been  reserved to the present day, also 
speak to the fact that  the inliabitants were not unacquainted with a rather 
high class of civilization. 

Nevertheless the traveller says that the habits of the inhabitants were 
coarse and cruel. At the same time he praises their religious chalaacter. 
I f  olle can explain these contradictions, i t  is perhaps only by the fact that, 
in  olden times, religious devotion went hand in hand with savage habits. 

Hesitles the information of S G n - S h j n  about Bimiin,  we have also 
otlier Chinese statements about it referring to the same seventh century. 
These are included in " Histories of the 'l'khan Dynasties." There i t  says 
that the country of Fan-yan, lying at the foot of the Sib-mo-lyan moun- 
tains in the neiqhbourhood of Tou-kho-lo, marclles wit11 the territories of 
Gov-shihyan, Glbin, and Klle-da-lo-ji. The climate is cold; the people live 
in caves, and the town of Lo-lan is the place of residence of the ruler ; there 
are five large towns in the country; a river watering the country flows 
north, and falls into the River Ukhu (Oxus) .* From this source we learn 
that  in 6.27 A.D. the king of the territory of Fan-yan sent an  ambassador 
to the Chinese Court, and in 658 this territory was already reckoned in the 
8aifin Government of t l ~ e  Chinese Empire, for the ruler of BCmiin now 
began to be styled only " The Sai-fin Tht6n." The clependance of Bimiiin 
on the Chinese Empire was apparently complete, and it paid the Cllinese 
Government a yearly tribute. 

Within a hundred years approximately after this, or i t  might be a little 
sooner, Ucimirin saw within its walls a crowd of fanatical followers of 
Muhammad. Notwithstar~ding the great devotion of the native princes to 
t1lle religion of Buddha, which Sliin-Shbn so lovingly informs us of, i t  
appears that tlie Bimiiin rulers became Musulman sooner than otller 
n~igl lhonr in ,~  rnlcrs,-for instance, those of Kiibul. The Arab writer of 
the tcnth century, Ahmed Il)n Yakiibi, illforms 11s that the first of tile 
1kimiin rulers wllo rmlraccd Islamisn~ was Shir, called the Dikllil1," an  
old 1'r)rsiso title. He lived under Khalif Manslir (from 75B to 7714 A.D.) . t  
From this time the RimiLn kings, the ci-dennttt 1c Sni-fin lfitfiusu of 
the Cllillese Empire, brlcame the vassals of the Caliph (Kbalif) of Baghdad. 
I n  87 1, Yaklib, the son of Lait, Viceroy of Khurisin, having subdtled 

* Klibn1ietii.n nnd Khfiriauu, p. 980. 
t Ureg-oriev, pnge 990. 



I3nlkll and Tokliaristiin, determined to  overtllrow the  K i n g  of I<6bul in tile 
very heart of his dominions. Upon this  he  nlal-clled by way of 13imiBn ; 
KB1)ul was taken and  i ts  k ing  fell a prisoner into the  hands of the 
Musulmans. 

Yak6b also subdued Arrakhosia, adjacent t o  BiimiBn, tlle king of 
which he killed and  compelled the  inhabitants to  embrace Islamism.* 
The  Arab  leader returned to  his capital with great  plunder, amongst whicll 
were many golden statues of Indian  gods. P a r t  of these statues were 
talien by the conqueror from the  temple at R6miin . t  

'Phis is what  this  same I b n  Ahtned Yak6bi tells us  about BBrniQn 
itself) in his work " Kitib-ul-fihristJ':- 

" l n  Bimiiin there is a temple t o  which pilgrims crowd from all parts 
of India .  I n  the  t.emp1e there are many golden idols, studded with 
precious stones. It was from this temple t h a t  k'ak6b, the son of Lait, 
took part of the idols which he  sent to  Baghdad as  a present to  the 
Caliph." The  writer then speaks of two colossal statues, cu t  in the 
cliffs forming t h e  sides of t he  valley ; the  statues had a height, of 80 
cubits f The I n d i a ~ s  visit ing them brought  perfumes and sacrifices. 
T h e  statues could be seen from a great distance ; pilgrims on approaching 
them had t o  cast their eyes dowu to  the  ear th long before they could 
see the idols. I f  a pilgrim accidentally saw the idols, he had to  turn 
back and commence his approach again.$ 

It will be seen that ,  notwithstanding the  frequent incursions of the 
Mnsulmans into this  valley, sacred in the  eyes of the I-Iindus, and not- 
withstanding tha t  the  1361ni6n rulers themselves had changed the faith 
oE their ancestors and  p:ofessed Isl:~misrn, the  holy places in  Biimiin were 
still objects of great reverence in  tlie eyes of the l~a t ive  population ; for 
the l l u s ~ ~ l m : ~ n  re'gime was apparently powerless in its efforts t o  root out  
Huddhism here. This  is what me read in  the same Arab writer:- 

'. I n  this  spot much blood was spilt ; i t  has probably seen 50,000 men 
have their lives sacrificed here to  the  idols " 5  

After  this, in  the tenth century, Bimi6n apparently plaOyed a ~ r o r n i -  
nent part  amongst the neighbouring semi-independent kingdoms, l 'hus  
1 bn-Hankal, amongst t he  number of the countries and towns dependent 
upon Bimiiin, mentions Kiibul. B u t  the  information generally which 
t l l ~  Arab geographers a n d  travellers give us  about i t  is very short, 
although cl~arncteristic. 

Ibn-Haukal  informs ns t h a t  (' BBmi6n is a town about half as large 
a s  Balkh, situated on a hill ; in  front of this hill flows a river, castillg 
i t s  waters into Garj is t iu  ; B61niin has neither gardens nor vegetable 
garclens ; in this district there is only one town, situated on a hillock."ll 

I n  the writings of another Arab geograpller and traveller, a con- 
temporary of I ln-Haukal ' s ,  Is t jkhri ,  still less is said &out Himi in :  
" The capital in  B i m i i n  is aboiit half the size of Balkh a.11~1 situated on a 
hill, i n  front of which runs a large strearn.T[" T h a t  is all. 

* Renaud-Mdmoire srlr l'Inde, pnge 209. 
t Ditto ditto, page 289. 
f From the elbow to the tips of tlie tir~,orrs=l cubit. 
5 I<cunutl-Md~noir sur l'lncle, pnge 290. 
I( Oricr~t:~l G e o ~ r a y h y  of Ibn-Hnukitl, page 225. 

Al-Istnklrri, Liber c l i ~ n a t u ~ n  : tlue dem arabischen uberzetzt voa Morcltlnnnn. EI:~III- 
burg, 1846, page 120. 



111 tlie later Arab writers the illformation about Riirniin i s  also very 
scaoty. Thcy almost repeat, word, for word what has been said before 
by other writers. 

' rhus Edrisi, a n  Arab geographer, in the middle of the twelfth century, 
ill describing BrimiAn, confines himself to  the following few \vords :- 

6' Bhmigll is a to\vn ill s i z ~  equal to about one-third of Ballrh ; i t  is 
situated on the  top  of tlie BimiAn hi l l ;  there is no other town in t h e  
country sitnated a t  such a height. Various streams and  brooks flow fro111 
tile nriniiiu m o u u t a i ~ ~ s  and 1-nn into t l ~ e  River AiiderAb. '1'11~ town is snr- 
rounded by walls, possesses a fort, a large mosque, and extellsive suburbs. 
The following are t le~~endent  on 13irniAu : Sigurkatid, Saksvaucl, K ibn l ,  
Bolihra, Karvau, and (ioria." * 

And yet  not a word about the celebrated antiquities of t he  valley ! 
N o t  rnlzcll more i n  the way of details is found in the later Musu lma t~  
writer, Yakiib (in the beginning of tlie thirteenth century). Bu t  he a t  
:ill events mentions, tliough i11 a few words, the  celebrated B6miin Co- 
lossi. '' BAmiAn," lie says, " is tlie name of a town and  considerable 
district situated between Ballth ant1 Glizlzni in tlie mountains; the  
town is not large, but i t  is the chief place of an extensive territory. 
" Ten days' journey separate i t  from 13alkli and eight  f rom Ghasni.  
Here one may see a builtling of wonderful he igh t ;  it is supported by 
ecormous columns and  covered wit11 pai~iti i lgs represeilting all  kintls of 
birds created Ly God. I n  the cliffs are two idols cut, out of it, rencl~ing 
from i ts  foot to  the very summit. One of these is called tlie " Red idol " 
and the other the " W l ~ i t e  idol." There is notlling to  be seen ill tlic 
whole wol.ld lilrt: these statues."+ 

It is impossible not to notice the almost unanimous testimony of the  
Arab and Persian w ~ i t e r s  t11at there was only one town, namely, I3QmiQn 
(Namian of Eclrisi). For sevcral centuries i t  not only played the pul-t, 
of the chief town of i ts  districl,, bu t  even sllcll celebrated towns a s  li&Lul 
slid Paujgir merc politically dvpendent up011 it. 

r 1 1 his state of affairs continuctl, according to Edrisi, even in tlle t welf tlr 
century. One must remark, ho\vevel., t l~a t  tlie Arab ~cograpl le rs  i n  
this ease contradict themselves, as will be shown by nlc in  i ts  proper place 
f11rt her 011. 

f l  1 lie Rlnsnlman authors, commencing with I b n  Haukal,  do not  say 
tha t  a separate, more or less indel)entlent, lting ruletl over Bimiiin, as  was 
tlie case up to the time of t l ~ c  vi.sit ol Y:altrib, the son of 11:~it. 

I n  tlle tenth century 13iilniin was under the superior a~i t l lor i ty  of the 
ru1cl.s of 'I'rans-Oxanin, the Semanidcs. Latcr, with the fall of the lloase 
of Semnnitles, and t l ~ e  rise of t,lic Ghaznivide dynasty, U imi in  formetl 
p:~rt of the Ghnznivide monarclly. 111 the twelfth centnry,-that is, a t  tllc? 
time ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1 ,  acconling to itrlrisi's st;~,teinent, even Kihul  was dependent 
upon 135miB1~,-134iniin itself was depclidcnt on the  princes of Gaur,  wllo 
llnd dcstlroyed tlle (~haznividc monarrliy and h:1d l ~ u i l t  up  their savscr  
killgdorn on its reins. 1 1 1  the  md of ' tlle twelEt.11 and  beginniag of tlie 
t . l r i ~ ~ t c ~ n t ~ l ~  century I j imiin entered into the coml~t,sit io~l of the vast 
Kllnriam monaml~y, wliicll was formrd, as i t  were, out of notllinp. Frool 

Glogrnpl>ie d'Kdriui, trni~s1:rtcd frnm the Arnbic irito Yrel~clr by A .  Joubert, Vol. 1, 
page 477. 

t i l rc~or icv ,  " I < ~ ~ l ) ~ i l i . ~ t h ~ l  a1111 I(ifii.isI ~ I I , "  pngc 986. 
t Ilnrlicr tlc Mcyui~rd, " L)ictio~lu.~irc dc In I'crac," 1). 80. 



the Kharizm Shah, Allah-ud-din who took B&mi&n from the Gaurides, 
even the  coinage has come down t o  us  with t h e  inscription that  it was 
coined in BSmiin.* 

B u t  it was i n  1221 t h a t  a s torm broke over BimiLn, tha t  same 
tornado carrying everything before i t  in i t s  path, which broke over 
K h u r i s i n  and  over Maur-un-nahr (Trans-Oxania) . This torllado ap- 
peared i l l  tlle form of t he  invasion of Chengiz K h i n .  No t  long before 
this, Chengiz Kl l in  had reduced the flourishing towns of Trans-Oxania and 
K h u r i s i n  to heaps of ruirrs. Pursuing his hereditary foe, the  Khal-izm 
I<hin, JalaI-ud-din (son of Allah-ud-din), Chengiz Kh6n besieged BhmiAn. 
H i s  attacks were several t imes beaten off. but  finally the town fell. In 
th is  fight the  grandson of Chengiz KhSn, Nlutugan (eldest son of 
Jaga ta i  KhSn),  was killed. 

Incensed by this, the  Mongols massacred the  whole population of the 
town, neither sparing age  nor sex. The  citadel was thrown down and 
the  place mas called Mu-balig, i.e., the evil town.? 

From this  t ime tho town of BSmiin disappeared from the  face of the 
ear th ; i t  could not only not  a t ta in t o  i t s  former flourishing condition, 
b u t  could never even recover a t  all  f rom i t s  destruction. 

After this  E6mii1i became the  u-ual station for Central Asian con- 
querors on t h ~ i r  may to  reach India. Thus Tamerlane followed the 
B i m i i n  Valley; Sultkn Biber  also marchecl by this valley, not, i t  is 
true, with tlie object of concluering India,  nor clid he march through 
this  now deserted valley from the valley of the Amti. No ; a t  this time he 
mas already the possessor of K & ? ~ u l  and  India. Babel. at this time was 
returning with his troops from Rera t  t o  KBbul. This seems to have 
been the  only case in  which a commancler passed through the whole of 
the  IIazirajSt  with troops, and t h a t  too in  the winter. 

Abul Fazal, the Vizier of thf! Emperor of India ,  Akbir ,  i n  his work 
" Ain Al;biri," gives us some information about Uarniiin. The  Bimiiin 
V:llley at th i s  t ime mas included in  the  empire of the  Mongols, namely, 
i n  the province of Caslimir. This  is the  conclition in  which this locality 
mas in t h ~  second half of the sixteenth century. 

" In Zollili-Sirniin," says the author, is  the Fort  of Zohik, a memo- 
ri:ll of the deepest antiquity ; i t  is  pretty well preservecl, while the 
fortress of B i m i i n  is in ruins. 

(( In the  middle of these mountains (B imi in )  are 12,000 caves cu t  
in  tllP cliffs ancl eml~ellishecl with various ornamentations. These caves 
are  cnlle(l ' Snmij,  ' $ and in ancient times served as  winter residences for 
the local inhabitants. 

"There arc! three wonderful idols here. One of them represents s 
186 feet high ; the  second r ep r~sen t s  a female, 116 feet high ; and 

tile third is like a child, 35 feet high. 
6 c  In one of these caves is a sepulchre containing a coffin, and  in 

this  is a lluman body. 
( t  Relative to  this body, not  even the oldest i n l i d i t a n t  could remember 

anytlling, hu t  i t  receives the greatest reverence. 
(( 'l'he F"ople of old undoubtedly possessed such medicinal means tha t  

if tllpy smeared a dead body with them, it would not  docay with time if 

* aregoricv, " Klbulistin &nil KlifirisbR'n," p. 990. 
t B\,ul U l ~ ~ z i ,  Bahaclllr Kh5n ; Histories des Mogols, Vol. 11, p. 122. 
f Appnrently tho Pushtu word " Smatz" e crve.-Trunslator.: 



buried in dry gn,und ; there is no dou l~ t  t l~o , t  this i d y  was prepared in 
this manner, the ignorant Fee something miraculous in  this."* 

Tllis is the first t ime apparently the name of tlie Fort of Zohik  is 
rnentionPd in the chronicles of RiJusulman WI-iters. U p  to  this, ns we 
have seen above, neither the Persian nor Arab geogmphers and travellers 
have ever said a word about ZohQlr's fort .  

It is further known tha t  Aurungzeb in his ma,rch on Balltli passed 
through t,lle B imi in  T-alley. 13y his order several rounds from cannon 
1vel.e hlned at the big idol, owing to which bot.11 legs of tlre Colossus were 
much mutilated. I n  the ~rliddle of the last century n,imiAu was incllnded 
in the ephemeral monarchy of N id i r  ShAh, and after him it for~ned  part  
of the Afgllin kingdom, which has continued up  to t l ~ e  preselit day. 

This celehrat,ed valley, long before the  present day, attracted to  itself 
the notice of Europeans. Hefore any  of us  visited it, much wa.s written 
about i t  in the pages of 1l:uropean and A s i ~ t i c  journals, in which the  
information of hlusulman writers mas partly made use of, a.nd also in par t  
i1)formatioa obtained 1)y enquiries. As a n  example of sucll works of 
Eurollean students, we must point out Wilford's article under the  t i t le of 
" On Mount Caucasus," pr~hlished in the  6t.h volume of the English 
journal " Asiatic Resea,rches.'' 

The author, amongst other information, makes use of t,hat furnished 
to him by a RCuslllman traveller, by n ; ~ m e  hliynu Asacl Sllall. T o g e t h ~ r  
with some very accurate i~\forma,tion i n  llis statements, we meet with 
some inventions nlliich l ~ a v e  really no foundation. Thus, repei~t ing tlie 
false ~ t ~ a t e m e n t  of Abul Fa,zal tha t  the lesser of t,he t.\vo idols rc1)resenis 
a woman, he especially la,ys stress on his fact, and  says: " One Colossus 
actually represeuts a woman, both in  the beauty and softness of i t s  
outline, as well as  b y  tlle projectioti of the breasts:"t As a matter 
of fact there is nothing of tlle kind ; the breast of the  Colossus which 
is second in size, is just as flat and  its whole figure just as wanting in 
beauty as the larger Colossus. 

r l  llien, too, we read tlint the distance separating one Colossus from 
the other is 4(0 paces. Tliis stat'ement is a3so untrue ; tlie dista,nce 
betwcen the two Colossi is several hnndred sa;j6nes (1 sa.j,(ne = 2+ yards). 
'l'hen Wilforcl it1fo1.m~ 11s tha t  l~ol l i  Colossi face ea,strn;l~cls, a,nd in  t11e 
morning \vllcn the sun rises they are, as  i t  were, smiling, bu t  ill the 
evening when tlllc sun is sett ing they appear to bc frow1111ig. 1 would 
repent t,hat t h e  faces of tlie Colossi axe completely mutila.tec1, so tha t  i n  
no way could they f'arnish t l~is  optical irnlweseivn of wliicll IVilford 
speaks, cvcn if tiley were turned towards tlic east ; bu t  one of them 
faces sou tli n.nd tlie other sou t'li-east. 

r 1 111~se mistlakes arc possible oncs and to some ext,ent excusable, as  tmlic 
infomst,ion wliicll servnl as the base of t he  rrt(ie1e was obtja.ille(l 
e n q u i ~ . ~ ,  i . c . ,  wa.s more or less open to doubt. Tllc 15urol)esn a i ~ t ~ l ~ ~ r -  
spect,:it,ors, \\rho 11:l.v~ tv~mitten a,bout this vajlley, l ~ a v e  claims on our timc., 
so let 11s now pass on t,o them. The  first Eulol,eans who saw the  cele- 
brn.tetl antiquittics of 13imi611 wc;re Moorcrolt, a11d 'rrebcck in 182.1,. 
Tile 1lot.c~ of t,Il~sc nnfortiln:it,c t,l.nvrllrrs, sougllt out, Dr.  Lord and  
pn1)lislicd Ly t,llc cclcl)ra.tetl Sanscrit schoIar Wilson, ypa1.s af ter  tlleir 
dra,t1lr, ~ i v e  11s prctt'y (leta,il~d information about lliimlill~. I ~ a t ~ ~ r  Bnglirll 



travellers conld atld very little t o  Moorcroft's description. I must  rem:1rk, 
however, t hz t  in  addition to  t he  inaccuracies common t o  all Nnglish travel- 
lers relative t o  what  they  understand b ~ -  the  town of BAmiin, tllere 

are i n  Moorcroft other inaccuracies, though not very important ones. 
Fo r  instance, under these i~raccuracies we may point out  the following 
expressions : " O n  our left," says the traveller, " was the river, and riglit 
i n  f ront  of us  rose a vertical cliff, in  wliich are the two celebrated idols, 
a n d  t h e  whole vertical surface of which is covered with caves like a 
lioney-comb." * The traveller went from the direction of the  Ahangar 
clefile, i . e . ,  approached the  idols from thee ast, consequently he could not 
liave hacl t h e  idols on his left hand, for tlre vertical cliff, forming the 
northern edge of the  valley and  in whicli t he  Colossi are cut, mus t  have 
been on liis r igh t  hand. O r  for another instance : " Furtlier on we 
crossed tlie BBmlin stream, which, rrinning west, joins the I-tiver KilG."t 
Here  the mistake consists i n  tlre fact  t ha t  the B i m i i n  River does not 
run west b u t  east. 

I n  1828, the  agent  of the English Govei-nment, Stirl inp, traversed the 
Biimiiin Valley on his route from Persia t o  India. But he gives generally 
little information about the  countrv v is~ted  by him. 

I n  1832, the Transylvanian ICiiiiigberger, who mas serving as Doctor 
at t he  Court of t he  " Lion of tlie Puujab," Runj i t  Sing, passed tlirough 
here. He, on tlre contrary, was travelling from India  to  Europe, tllrough 
Kbbul, Biimibn, and Uulihbra. H e  also has tolcl ns little abollt BAmiLn. 

It mas only Burnes w l ~ o  opened a new epoch for the  geography of 
R6mibn. T h e  most detailed descriptions of the celebrated valley were 
first give11 b y  him. Altliough Moorcroft hacl visited i t  earlier t han  
Burnes, yet the description of his travels appeared much later than  
Burnes' " 'l'ravels into BukhLra," and the honourof being the first European 
p o g r a p h e r  who had been in this  land of B d d h i s m  belonws solely to 
B o n e s .  I will not give lv re  the whole description of the  ~ b z i i n  Valley 
wllich is found in Burnes' book. I will merely confine myself to pointing 
out  the inaccuracies and  mistakes of the daring English t,raveller which 
I have noticed. 

T h u s  Blirnes does not state wha t  he understands under the word 
fi Rimirin "-whether i t  is the town of Gul-Gul611, the  pl:~ce wllel-e tbe 
Colossi asre, or the  largest mass of caves in tlie whole valley generally. 

Olle apparently leacls us to  tliink tha t  unclor the word "Brimiin" 
he understa~lcls the g~ .onp  of caves which exist about the  large Colossus. 
lf Caves are excavated on both sides of tile valley,)' lie says, " hut tlre 
greater part  oE them are on tlie not thern side, where the large idol stands ; 
together they form a large town" B u t  if we accept this group of caves 
as the town, then we must  call tlle wllole north side of the valley tlle 
town, which is piprced with caves for a length of nearly 10 versts (63 
miles), both located in  groups ant1 detached. Then Rurnes speaks of two 
Colossi only, and reppats the inventions of Musulman w r i t ~ r s  about tlieir 
sex, n a m ~ l y ,  t ha t  one statue represents a man, ancl the otller, the smaller 
one, a woman. Above I have already pointrcl out tha t  from the  exterior 
appearance of the  two Colossi i t  is not possible to  judge of thcir sex ; 
botll figures are equally coarse and unsymmetl.ica1. " Thc Colossus," 

* lroorcroft,, " Journey to the Himnl:lyan Proviuces-Kbbul, Bokbbrn, kc.," Vol. 11, 
page 3HG. 

t Mool.croft Vol. 11, pngc 387. 



says Burnes, " has brond lips, long and pendant ears, and on his head 
there was a tiara." I d ~ d  not  observe either the broad lips or 
the long and pendant ears ; with regard to  the t iara on t h e  head, at the 
,)resent time there is nothing existing on which to found this  state- 
ment. The opinion of Burnes a s  t o  the  origin of these idols is not 
n~itliout interest owing t o  i t s  nai'vty :- 

" It is Ly no means improbable t h a t  we onre the  idols of BBmiin t o  t'he 
caprice of some person of rank who resided in  this cave-digging neighbour- 
hood, and sought to  immortalise himself i n  the colossal images which 
we have now described." 

Tllere also travelled wi th  Burnes, Dr .  Gerard and the  Casllmiri 
Mohun LLl. The  former of these, i n  two letters writteu on the road,* 
tells us  very little about B&miLn ; he  too only speaks of two idols. Moliun 
LBl, however, mentions a third Colossus, smaller t han  the  two first, bu t  h e  
calls all the statues beautiful.? 

I n  the  same year 1832, the most circumstantial of t he  English 
travellers of this decade in  Afghinis t in ,  AIasson, visited  he BBmiLn 
Valley. B u t  he too, notwithstandiug the  fact  tha t  he travelled under 
more favourable circumsta~~ces than  all  his predecessors a n d  conteml~o- 
raries, does not  give nearly so much information about  Bimi i i i  as we 
should have expected. He, as  well as  Mohun LAI, speaks of tliree large 
Colossi. Besides this, he informs us t ha t  many empty niclies also exist, 
in  whicli there have never been anv idols.$ 

B u t  from Masson's descril>tions also we cannot comprehend wliat he 
understands by the word " HBmiBn." Is i t  the group of caves about both 
Colossi? is i t  one of the ancient forts situated along tlie stream, and  one 
of which Afohun LB1 calls by the  name of HBmiin ? or is i t  something 
else? This is what we read on the  subject in R4asson. 

" Leavinq the fort  of Amir Mahomrd Tajilc on our right,  we reached 
a spot immediately opposite the ruins of the citadel of Gul-Gulkh, where, 
in the hills on the opposite side of the valley from Gul-Gulbh, bu t  not  
far from it, are n large number of caves. Going a short distance fur thcr  
we reached BdmiAn, where uTe encamped opposite the colossal idols."§ 

From tlle part  of Masson's description quoted. we can only snppose 
that  he calls Biimiin one of the villages situated in  the  vicinity of tllu 
group of Colossi. 

l'llen this traveller describes i n  rather minute detail tlie ruins of Gnl- 
(;nlBh, and conclo~lrs, on t,hc baqis of tbc remains of nomen,os mosqops 
forlnd b y  him, thnt  (3111-Cfnl6h was fornlerly a RIusolnian town. 

I>nri~lg the year 18140-4q1, tllc I3A11liBll Valley ws.s not only visited by  
s i ~ l ~ l e  Ellglish tourists, bu t  by ,ywhole detachments of troops. From t h i t  
t imr up to  1878 not a single European has been in the  U b m i h  Valley. 

I n  187s the historical valley saw, for the first t ime on its sacred soil, 
" NortJllern grlests "-the Russian Mission. 1 could now finish my liisto- 
rical r z v i ~ w  of this valley, but  I would wish t o  c ive  exp~.ession to  some 
r('flcctions on the subjcct of the  position of the anc~ci l t  town of Bimidn. If' 
tllrsp reflections, rvcn to somp srnall extpi~t ,  clear up this  d:lrli and much- 
coiltestcd clucstion, my objcct will have 1)eeu more than attained. 

* Pul~lislrcd ill Jourlr~l of Asintic Socirt,y, Ucngnl, Vol. 11. 
t l'r,zvc~ln i l l  tho l'r~irjxl), AfgIihnist,in, (kc,., p. 8G. Lolldon, 1846. 
f MIISSOII'S Vi~r io l~s  . I ~ I I I ' I I P Y R ,  Vo1. IT, p .  383. 
5 A I I I ~ S O I I ' M  V;~l.io~rs . J , t ~ ~ r ~ ~ q , > s ,  \lo]. 11, 1) 379. 



As we I;uow, tlle celelratecl Berlin geograyIler, I1 itter, was convinced 
that ,  here in the B i m i i n  Vi~lley, " Alexandria Sub-Caucasiu"* was founded 
by Alexander of RIacedon, about which his liistories tells us. Hnt the 
informittion wliicll is I'ur~lished us by the  aucicnt l~istorians and geo- 
graphers of Xlex:tnder are so short ancl inaccurate tha t  Ri t ter  himself is 
troubled t o  point out the existence of this  town i n  the  valley named.? 

I muol remark that ,  basing one's enquiries on the  sources of whicll 
Ri t ter  has ~ n n d e  use, i t  is impossible even t o  maintain t h a t  Alexandria 
was built  in  the  Ijiimiin Valley. The  following i s  what  we read on the 
subject in Arian :- 

" Having  conquered the  rebellious Arians, Alexander marched to 
the Caucasus Mountain, where be founded a city and  called i t  Alexandria, ; 
making  here, according t o  custom, a sacrifice t o  the  gods, he passed on 
through the  Caucasus."$ 

'I'hat is all. And here is what  we read in Quintus Curtius on the 
subject :- 

" I n  16 days the  a rmy  effected the  passage through the Caucaeus. 
Here  there was a rock 10 stadii in  circnmference and  4 i l l  height, upon 
which, according to the  ancients, Prometheus was chained. A t  the foot 
of the hill was the  place p elected for the building of the town; 7,000 
aged Macedonians ancl soldiers unfit for  t h e  furhher campaign mere lef't 
in  this  new town. The  inhabitants called i t  Alexandria."$ 

I n  Strabo still less is said about the town. 
(' Having wintered there (i.e., in the lands of the  Paropamisides), and 

having founded the town, Alexander, having India  i n  view, crossed the 
mountains into Bactriana."l( 

This  is all. The  reatler himself can see how much foundation there is, 
on the  basis of t he  information just communicated, for  locating " Sub- 
CaucasianJ' Alexandria in  the  Himi in  Valley. Although the idea of 
n t t r ibn t i~rg  the tradition about Prometheus being chained to a rock is very 
enticing, yet  i t  is  first necessary to  prove t h a t  tlie (hlosei existed here 
at least scveral centuries before t he  campaigns of Alexander of Maceclon, 
and  to  prove this at the present t ime is impossihle. It is true tha t  tlre 
existin? tradition relative to  the tima of the construction of these ('olossi 
places ~t a t  1,000 years B.C.,T[ and t h a t  the  Afgh;in tratlitions commu- 
nicated t o  us, niz., tha t  Gul-Gul6li is nothinm b u t  the remains of the town ? built by Sikandar Zulkarnain (Alexander ~f Macetlnn), also speak of tlie 
great antiquity of the  ruins in  the valley, hu t  all this affot-ds no proofs of 
the existence here of Alexalltlria '( Sub-Cau~as i a . ' ~  Consequently Rurnes' 
supposition of finding this town here is quite in  vain.7 With  regard to 
the situation of the Rud(1liist Biimijn, the Biimiiitl of thc time of S h i n  
ShQn, we are furnished with much better topographical indications. 

Judg ing  by SGiin Shin's text** above qr~otecl, anchient l3Qmiin 
must have been somewllere about the ruins of Gul.  Gulbh, wliicll comprise 
the remains of the citadel of the  town. The depositinns of the tirst 
Musulrnan writers, too, are  not contradictory to this more tlran prohal~le 

Ritter, " KBbulisttin nntl K6firiata'n," Ort~goriev's 'I 'r~~\lrlntio~~,  p. 101. 
t I)itto ditto tlitto, y .  11.4. 
t 'Alj6iuvov 'AvaOants, Rook 3, CIlap. 28. 
5 gl l i l l t l l~  Ctlrtilin, 1hok 7, Chnp. 111. 
11 Stn~ho's (feographg. 
T Travels into I3ukhkrr. 

** See ~llmvr i l l  t l~ is  Cllnpter p. 141.- 7;nnslnt  .r. 



for they affirm with one voice t h a t  there was o n 4  one town 
in the BBmiiin district, and a t  the  same t ime do not mention a n y  ruins 

were i n  the neighbourhood of this t 0 ~ 1 1 .  
The following i s  what  is said upon this subject b y  V. V. Gregoriev, 

tile author of such a n  excellent work a s  his translation of the  2nd 
chapter of the 5 th  volume of Ritter's E rd  Kunde :- 

" In the Buddhist period and  before i t ,  when Gul-GulBh did not 
exist, allother tomn was called by the name of Hiimihn, which must  
l lave been on the site of the small town which is now called Biimiiin or 
else a little south of it; this position of a~rcient  Hiimiiin must  be con- 
cluded from the  indications of S64n S h i n  tha t  the  most colossal of t he  
statues ofl Sllrtkiamuni Buddlia stood, in his time, to the  north-east 
of the citadel. XThen, at some time ~ ~ n l r n o w n  t o  us, and  from causes 
w~licll are equally unknown, the a ~ z c z ' e ~ ~ l  o r i ~ i t ~ a l  Bhnzi in  was destroyed, 
i ts name passed naturally to  attother 7tew town which begnn t o  spring up 
in i ts neighbourhood; and when this new town (Gul-Gul6ll) was also, 
i n  i ts turn, destroyed by the devastating Chengiz, the name of UBmiiin 
again passed from i t  to  the old site, where there sprung u p  the  latest 
village now bearin: tha t  name."* 

I n  order to decide the question as t o  the site of ancient BBmiLn, i t  
is first neressary to fix where the present tomn of B6miLn stands. From 
my description the reader has seen tha t  at the present t ime there is 920 

t o k z  qf Ba'o~ia'n, but there are several villages, scattered about the  valley 
in  different places. It is evident tha t  by accepting one of these villages 
as  the town, we do not ge t  a step nearer to  the decision of t he  question. 
I f  we take as tlie town of Biimiill t ha t  group of caves rvllich Burnes 
indicates by this name, then the  statemeut of S66u Sh in ,  tha t  t h e  
capital is to  the south-west of t h ~  great  Coloss~ls, directly contradicts this 
supposition. W e  must also take into consideration tha t  the Buddhist 
monasteries, which one must consider to be the groups of caves near the 
Colossi, were never bnilt near towns. Therefore, i n  consequence of tllis 
one circumstance alone, the capital cor~ld not have been located i n  caves, 
alongiide of the Cdossi, arid therefore with the monasteries. Thus  
Grcgoriev's reference to the site of the latest BimiSn and his identifica- 
tion of it with tlie oldrst BLmiLu is unsuccessful. The translation of 
tlie town of Biimiiin from one place to  auother is thus also shorn11 t o  
be unproved. 

Above I have said tha t  in my opinion Gul-GulC11 represents the 
citadel of the town which SliAn Shrin describes; Gul-GulBh serves 
as tlre citadel of the " Mus~l lman " town destroyed by Chellgiz Khirn. 
This opinion relies lipon the following dnta :- 

" The capital," says Sliin ShLn, (' is placed upon the slopes "E two 
oppoqite hills, and crosses tllc valley ; a n  the north it rests upon steep 
slopes. I n  l enq t l~  it is 6 to 7 li. 'l'o the north-east of tlie citadel, on 
t1he slope of the monntaiiis, are the stone statues of Rndilha.)' 

Onr most noticc t ha t  on tlw west of Gol-Go1611 r l l i~ls  appl~oacll i t ,  
situated in tlic valley. These ruins tal<en together with Go]-(; ll16h stand 
in just the same rclntion to the Colossi as  SGQn Sl&n gives to this town.  
Thcn thc Cllint.se tr.~vellf.r says t ha t  " the citadel on tile north rests 
on steep cliff.;." 



This  is compreliensible, because having crossecl the valley to  the 
north,  t he  ca8pital could not stretcli a n y  further, bu t  must rest against 
tlie cliffs, as  these are here vertical, whereas to~vards  t h e  south it could 
not  only reach t o  tlle hills, h u t  rise u p  them, as  they  are here much 
gentler than  the northern ones. 

'l'hen we may mention t h a t  Masson speaks about one colossus which 
is t o  the  east of Gul-Gul611, in a particular vallcy running into t l u t  of 
HLmi6n from the  south. W i t h  this iilformatio~l the f ~ l l o w i ~ l ~  state- 
ment  of S6An ShAn presents itself' for comy:irison :- 

" A t  12 or 13 li from the  town t o  t he  east, in a monastery may lje 
seen a lying-clown s t :~ tue  of Buddha, immersed i n  the Nirwana;  tlie 
leilgth of tliis s ta tue is 1,000 feet"  

If one compares the distance from the  ruins wliich are to  the wcst of 
Gul-(;ul6h up  t o  t he  l i t t le valley ly icg  t o  the  east of Gul-(;ul&h (where 
Mnsson saw the statue, 50 feet iong) with the  distance from the capital to  
the  monastery in which was the lying-down statue of Buddha, i t  is im- 
possible not t o  observe almost complete conformity ; 12 01. 13 li is 3 or 4 
versts ( 2  t o  23 mile), just  t he  distance which separate Masson's valley 
from the  ruins named. 

I f  there is anyth ing  \vhic.h does not agree in  these statements, i t  is 
tlle size of t l ~ e  statue. Masson gives i t  as 50 feet and  S66n Shan says 
1,0 .0 feet. B u t  i t  is very probable t h a t  S66n Sllin's numbers Ilave 
been mutilated ill t~-a,ilscril)in(~. '7 

'l'lle re~llninder agrc>es pcrkcctly. 



CHAPTER VIII .  

Tllc Jrfik ~alley-Asccilt to tlle Great IrBk l'nss-Connecting knot bctnyccn t 1 1 ~  IIiildu 
I<lisll :Ind tile I(il11-i-HBhL-Thc r i l l ;~ge ot I~h:~rz&r-l ' l~c fortific*at,ioii of ( ; ~ I . ( ~ ~ L I I -  

Diwnr-The U i ~ n a i  P;~ss-I)c~scci~t illto tl~c valley of the I<&bn: Hi~r~~r-Si~r-Cliasl~~n~ - 
Koti-Asllru-Ar~.i\.nl of Ssrdii- Abdulla RhQn--1'11~ las t  p;iss O I I  thc ro:~d lo IiiI)i11- 
Snfitl Klijk-Cultiv;~tio~~ of the  Upper p:~rt of t,lic ralley of the I<i.bol River-Arrivitl 
of Wszir ShBh h!ulli~inni:~d Ii11:ilr-A d:~y : ~ t  1~:1l:1l1-i-1<6zi-El~li;1i1ts-'l'l1r l:ltestt 
post f l . 0 1 ~  TBsllknlid-T~le~r:~in about the opel~il~g of the I3orli1i Col~grchsr -'l 'rilunpl~:~l 
l)roccssioi~ of tlie 1:nssia11 Missioil on elepllauts, : ~ n d  e11t1.y into Iibbul-Rcccptioil 
giver1 to 111e M i s s i o ~ ~  by the ILBbul yopnlace. 

Enter ing  tlie I r i k  Valley by a very narrow mountain cleft, me rode 
for sonle t ime along i ts  western edge a t  tlie very foot of tlie mountains. 

Tlle hot rays of the southern sun poured with a mighty flood into 
tile of this  l)l~asrrnt valley, \vhicli was surroul~ded 011 all sides by  
lofty alld almost vertical cliffs. 

'l'lie cliffs liere are variegated with every colour of the  rainbow, and  
are cliiefly coniposed of indurated earth. Tlle snmmits of tlie nibigli- 
Louring mountains were covered \vi tll snow, though there \vas consicler- 
uljly less on the eastern and nortlieril sides than  on the others. 

Tile whole valley lwesent#s a rectangular areq son~ewli :~t  elongated i11 4 '  
the direction of the meiidian. I ts  1,readth is not more tliau 1 verst, 
wl~i ls t  i ts  length is consiclerably more, and  to the south i t  merges into 
tlle defile leading t o  the Great  I r i k  Pass. To the north, in  all prob:~li- 
lity i t  communicatt~s with the valley of tlie BiimiLn River. One collld 
also see a bay in tlie vnllcy towards the north-east; i t  is  very proballc 
tliat Masson went tlirongll this bay.* 

A stream zig-z:igs t1il.ougll the valley carrying a considerable mass 
of water. It flows from sontjli to  north, and is lost to s ight  in a gorge 
on the nortliern etlge of the valley. There is no doubt t h a t  this strcarn 
falls intn the U61niAn Niver. Jl idoing Ly thc  li110~11 actnal elevation 
of t,he valley (al~ont, 9,(100 f(,pt),t one rniglit have tllong1lt tha t  here there 
was no necessity for art,ilicial irrigation, Goth in consequence of t,he 
teml~erate charac~ter of tlie summer hcut as  \\.ell as the co~n] )a ra t~ve  
abundance of rain falling in  summer. Nevcrtl~cless il.rig:ttion cliannels 
inl crscct this beautiful vnllcy ill val.ious directions. Near one of these, 
morc than 7 fcct \vide, our tents were ~)itclied. 

T h r  valley is very well1 cultivated; fields, sown wit,h wheat, occupy a 
great  part  of i ts area'; here, llowever, a great, deal of beans are also sown. 
Tlle wllcat wrrs alrca(ly cluite ripe and in many places cut. T t  1v;ls im- 
])ossil,lc th:lt this f:lct s l l ~ ~ l t l  liot attract our attention In tile Bgrrli:ill 
V:tllc,v, the xctn:i1 lwiglit of wllicl~ is somc\\~llnt less {hall t h a t  of lldli, 
tllc whoat a t  tliat time was not  in ear,  but  llrrc, as  I said, i t  part]y 

* hlasnnl~,  Varions .TOII~~IPYR, ~ R ~ C S  44(7-9, Vol. 11. 
t Acc-ortli~~g to (:rilB~l~s. 



reaped. I think that  this difference in the time of ripening of the crcps 
is due to the fact  tha t  the BQmiln Valley is more open, and more 
to  the action of cold winds, as on the north i t  is only bounded by a corn- 
paratively low hill range ; but the I r i k  Valley is protected on d l  sides 
ant1 is a deep mountain basin; the -rays of the sun, reflected from ,he 
neighbouring mountains and rocks, are collected in this valley as in a 
focus, and thus cause the existence of a higher average temperature in 
i t  in comparison with tha t  of BQmiQn. Throughout the are 
scattered in various places ten fortified villages, which here 1 willingly 
call forts, although mud ones. One of these forts is only a few yards 
from oar tents. The temperature taken here a t  1-30 P.M., in the 
sllade of the tent,  gave 8 3 . 5 O  F. The march made by us this day \vas 
not a long one. The Debis declared that  the whole distance ti-om Fort 
Muhnmmad Topchi to the IrQk Valley was only 5 krolis, i .e.,  about 10 
miles; but  I greatly doubt this : we travelled not less than 20 versts 
( 13i miles). 

I n  the evening an  apparently very unimportant circumstance de- 
stroyed the equanimity of our litllle camp. The Af'ghLns perceived, on the 
saddle formed between two opposite peaks due north of us, :L small group 
of horsemen. Where the horsemen were there was apparently no road 
or path, so that,  it was supposed, they rode in  single file. This group 
lialted for some time, looked a t  our camp, and quickly disappeared in the 
neighhouri ng  rocl<s. 

This apparition had nothing in i t  unusual in the eyes of the Mission, 
:Lnd probably we should not have given the matter any attention. Our 
Afgtlin f~llow-travellers, however, did not look upon it in the same light. 

&lossin Khin  became very serious. He  turned his hands into a tele- 
scope and to look attentively at the suspicious group. 'I hen 
lie determined that  thvy mere HazQrns, and that " i t  was necessary to keep 
a sharp lool~-out.J) H e  a t  once made arrangements to strengthen the 

Irig,.ht guards. The tents were again taken from the (:oseacks a t  
night, and thev themselves were again disposed round the tents of the 
Mission. 

However, the night passed quite quietly, and on the following day, 
about 5 *.&I., we commenced to ascend the Great I r i k  Pass. 

First of all we had to traverse the field of the valley, through small 
pictnresyur gardt,ns, pleasantly sliading the mod walls of some " forts." 
O n  this road we had several times to cross small streams, carrying thrir 
brigllt, sl)arliling water noisily along. To the south, about 2 vrrsts 
(14 mile) from our camp, tlle defile became rather narrow, and sharp 
rir]ges of scllistose rocks here rose almost vertically, preventing the rays 
of @an from entering the narrow defile. This, liowcver, did not pre- 
vent bntll sides of the stream from h i n g  embellished with a sol t carpet of 
empsald-gre~n gmss. On (lie left, for a distance of 4 a vrrst ( 4  niilej 
along the valley extended caven, not so numerous as in tho Bamiin Vallcy, 

so well excavated as they were there. 
A t  about 5 or (i versts ( 4  miles) from our h:1lting gronnd n latcl.al 

ravine openecl out on our left (east) and e pat11 wound along it. To my 
" W liere does this pat11 lead ? " the Afpllins aecomp;irlyi ng 

me that it led to the Sbil ar  Pass.* \Vishing to v ~ r i f y  their 
+ I,, n,Bnderskils *ketch of the ra~ntc tlie direction of the route to thc Bhibar Pass ie 

shown otherwiee. 



statelneut, I aslied Alossin Kbbo and  recei\.cd the  same allswer, We 
then had t o  traverse our defile for H versts (.5& miles), after which we 

a rather wide mountain space. O n  issuing on to this  space, t h e  
renlains of a transverse wall were seen, with the  ruins of a fortifi- 
c:ttion in  the centre of it, To  the questions as  t o  what these ruins were, 
the AfKllins replied to  me tha t  this was Kbfir-kalah, and  t h a t  i t  had 
been constructed in  remote antiquity,-" when the Kiifirs still possessed 
this co~lntry,  " added one long-bearded old Afgllin.  W e  then  again 
had to follhw a narrow defile, hemmed in by bristl ing scliistose cliffs. 
'I'lle path was thickly covered with clods and  stones of various kinds;  
side by side with fragments of scliist lay those of crystallirle roclts ; 
sln\,s of' sllale lay here and  there. Sometimes along the  banks of tlie 
stream, iron springs, with their rusty yellow miniature streams, were met  
with ; in  some places t he  smell of sulphul.etted llydlogen gas  was strongly 
perceived, and in  some miniature craters along the bank of tlle stream, 
bubbles of this ?as were const:ll~tly bursting on the  surface of the water, 
upon which a s l ~ g h t  gurgling noise was heard. Sometimes the  pa th  ran 
a l o ~ l g  a narrow cornice, and  then tlie cruilchillg of the bro!cen pieces of 
shale under the horses' hooEs was 1,ainfully audible. A t  about  10 miles 
from our halting ground the summits of the  hills took a softer outline. 
Scanty fields sown with barley ran down the sides of t he  hills, the  gra in  
in these places being still qnite green, though iu full  ear. Irrig-ation 
channels run from the stream flowing :~ t  the bottom of t he  gorge, some- 
times extended along the steep slopes of tlie hills to  these fields. 'l'liese 
channrls sometimes rose, several score feet above tlic level of the brook, 
consecluently they must have been brought t o  the  fields from a dibtance 
of some versts. 

A t  about 20 versts ( 1  3Q nliles) from our  last carnpillg ground, tlie 
defile split illto two branches-a south-eastern a i ~ d  a soutll western. W e  
followed the  eastern o ~ ~ e ,  and soon regched a snow-drif t ~ c c u ~ ) ~ i n ~  the 
defile for a space of several hnndrccl square saj6nes.* Tlle snow was so 
llard tha t  not only did our riding horses bu t  also our baggage animals 
cross it witliolit sticking a t  all. 

\Vhen we hacl crossed tliis snow-lield, I tool; the temperature of t he  
strcnm ancl Eouncl it Ui.1: 1" ; t ha t  of the  air in  the sllade st the same 
place \ \ as  5i.4" P.; it was at  this t ime a l ~ o n t  3 A.M. Going about 2 
versts fill tller up  thc gorge, me again rc:iclied a snow-field somem~llat 
sm;rller in 1)roportion tlli111 the p~.ecedilig one. Nom commenced a very 
steep ascent to the pass, the top of ~ l l i c l i  was visible i n  front of US and 
still very high n!)ovc 11s. Tlic Ilorsrs \vcre given a rest. VI'l~ilst we were 
rcstillp. a 13axil-a family entertailled ns  011 fresh s11eeps'-milk cheese. Tliis 
c ~ l ~ e ~ x  is apparently a very nourisliing sulstancp, wit11 a very s t rong 
tastc. Tts taste is very mllcll lilw tha t  of tlie clieese made l)y our Hash- 
kirs a11d Kirghiz, ant1 kilown Ly the name of " I(r11t." 'l'lle nonlacl en- 
c :~ml)mt~nt  of our accidental nomatl Ilosts consisted of a fcw tents ant1 yurt-  
s l l :~p~( l  llllts, covcrrd with felts i)lacl.-elled hy soot and worn wit11 :lge. 
From out 01' the tc>nts pocl)cd the he:~cls of sc\leral wolneu and cllildren. 
'I'lirlir feat~il.es rmli~ldca(l one very little of the rral-tar or hIungol type. 
r 1 1 h r . ~  1l:ltl 1)Iack hair, !)riglit I~lack eycs, sliglrtly curvrd nose, and not at 

all ~ r o j c c t i n g  cllecli-bones ; these wcre the cliiif traits of tlleir faces. Out- 



side the  tents  stood t,wo or three g r o w n - l ~ l ~  I-Iazjra men wllo offered us 
cheese aucl milk. Round about on the  hills roalned t h e  "atar " or floclis 
of sheep, and  one flock was seen almost on  t h e  summit  of the I1.jk peak. 

l 'he  actual ascent t o  t h e  Iriik peak is one mile i n  length and  exces- 
sively steep. The  road, liowevrr, is pretty good i it is rather wide ( 7  to 
14 fret) ,  and runs over soft, earthy ground. I t s  ~nconven ie~ce ,  l~omever, 
consists i n  i ts  havillg a strong side slope, so t h a t  a wheeled vellicle could 
hardly r u n  along it. 

W e  did tlie last  2 versts of road (14 miles) i n  over a n  hour. Every 10 
or  20 steps the  horses stopped t o  take  breath, then another 20 paces and 
another halt, and  thus  we moved on u p  to  t he  saddle of tlle pass. We 
reached the  summit  at 10 A.M.  According t o  Griffiths' calculation the 
elevation of t h i s  pass is 13,000 feet. 

One  would have expected, therefore, tha t  we should have felt  the  usual 
consecluences of the rarification of the air  natural  to  t he  great height a t  
which \t7e notv found ourselves. Hard ly  one of us, however, suffered 
cither from sllortness of breath or palpitation of t h e  heart, not to  speali of 
t he  other severer symptoms, such a s  bleeding at t h e  nose, ears, or h i n t -  
ing,  kc.  

One  of t he  Cossacks alone, who had a n  affection of the lungs, 
suffered severely ; on reaching the top of the pass he fell down like a log 
on  the  ground ; another Cossack too, who was exhausted by intermittent 
fever, experienced a li t t le difficulty i n  breathing. I must remark, how- 
ever, t ha t  tlie Cossacks ascended the  pass on foot, and if they had ridden 
up  on their horses, I do not  know wllether these two would have shown 
these signs of "mountain sickness" which I have just mentioned, or not. 
I counted the  beats of m y  pulse and of t ha t  of several of the  oilier mem- 
bers of the Mission, and found the average 84 per minute. 

From the top  of the  ])ass a rather instructive view opens out over tlie 
surroundin,a locality. F i r s t  of all you could see t h a t  manv mountain 
peaks cons~derably exceed i t  i n  height. It was plain t h a t  \)oth this as 
well as the I I i j i  Klldk Pass lying further to the west do not really run'over 
tlie Hinclu Khsli (in the sense of a tyyical mount ail^ range), but arcJ a moun- 
tain knot uniting tlie Hindu Kiish, whose snowy peaks were scen pretty 
far t o  the east~varcl of this, with the Kiili-i-BLbj range, ~vllicll is 
q11ite separatc from the I-Iinclu Klish ( again in  the same sense). 
Tlie K6h- i -B ih i  range commences 20 or 3U versts 1134 to  20 milts) 
soutll of t h e  pass, wit11 a triple-headed snowy peak, lying in the oLtase 
anyle between the ~ b - i - ~ i l j a t a i ,  a stre:lrn rising at the  foot of the 

? l r a k  Pass, and  the Helmalld. Commencing at this triple p ~ a l i ,  t he  
K6h-i-Bribj. ra,nge extends i n  an  uninterrupted snowy cllaili to  the west- 
south-west. However, i t  is impossi!,le t o  follow the dil-ection of the KG])- 
i-I3:il,i Eos any  more or less consideral~le distance, a s  i t  soon hidos itsclE 
bellillJ the snowy peak of the KAl6 Pass. l ' l ~ e  locality occupied I J ~  t ' l l ~  
I r i l ;  Pass is very liilly; hills, pe.~ks, slid m o u n t n i ~ ~  ~ . i t l ~ e s  arc tllrown 
together, \ ~ i t h o n t  any  order a t  all, over a large arca. 1)eliles ant1 narrow 
valleys intelsect this  locality in all tlircc4ions. One  must no tic^, Ilow- 
ever, tha t  tliere are very few snowy peaks near the  pass ; tllc cliicf ma'sscs 
of snow are seen to  the east ancl south-west of it. 

On the summit of tlle pass a s trong wind was blowing. 1nvoluntal.ily 
we had to shorten our l)rentlling. 'I'llc temperat11l.e I l e r ~  was Oh0 in the 
shade. The  descent from the pass 11;1s the same convenic~lccu ant1 illcon- 



veniences as the ascent. From the top of the pass to the I-Iazira fort of 
Kllarzir is 6 versts (4 miles). Here our halt was fixed for the 
lligllt. There is ilothiuq particular to be said about the road from the 
pass to tllis fort, which is a t  an elevation of 1 1,000 feet according to 
~ ~ i f i t l ~ ~  ; I will only state that, i t  is incomparably better than the road 
on the other side of the pass ; the gorge is broadr~r, the road softer, aud 
the stones fewer. Along the road and on the pass itself, only grass 
grows like our dactylis (Dactylis  glo~nej.ata) which, accordi~ig to the 
Afgb&ns, possesses strongly p.oisonous qualities. rl'l~ey take great care 
that in traversing this locallty the horses and camels do not eat this 
grass ; this grass, according to them, kills both these animals, even if they 
eat the smallest quantity of it. But sheep eat it without injurious effects. 
About Kalah KharzAr fields of clover and barley again appeared. V1heat 
was not seen here a t  all. The barley a t  this time was just ill ear : tbey 
cut the clover only once a year. The Hazjras here presented features 
more like those of Mongols than those we had met on the northern side 
of the Great Irik Pass.* 

It appears that  before the Russian Mission not a single European 
had crossecl this pass. Our march on tllis day pretty well tired us out. It 
was consequently in no way surprising that 011 seeing our tents me all 
instinctively commenced to urge on our horses ; soon the shade of the 
tents sheltered us with their usual hospitalit-y. The ready prepared 
breakfast left nothing to be desired. Our weary limbs really required a 
horizontal position and our ncrves sleep. Almost all of us hastened t o  pay 
our clues to Morpll~us. A most unpleasa~it contt-etenzps llacl hapl>ened on the 
road to our " Naturalist." The box with his bedding had not yet arrived, 
and he had long to await the horned beast of burden which carried it. 
Why horned, I will explain directly. Tlle Rc t  was that our bagsage 
bors'rs, owing to the unintesruptedly difficult road, bad become sensibly 
weaker ; the greater number of them had sore baclts and rub1)ecl flanks, 
so t'hat nearly all of tlleln were wholly unfit for further work. The 
Afghiur, to whose foresigl~t we must give all credit, perceived this and 
had organised a bullock transport train for us. The bullocks proved 
tllemsclves excellpnt worltel-s, n o t ~ i t h s t a n d i n ~  that  they are not 
speciaJly clistiugnish~d for their size here ; t l le~r  hurn1,s are very well 
developed, their hair very smootll, ancl their lcgs very well shapecl arid 
thin. 'Lllese cattle are clistinguished by their good-tempered disposition, 
nltllongh not castrat~d.-f)' On the following day the road throaghoot 
tllc march ran along a stream. A t  about 3 or 4 versts (2 to 2$ miles) 
from K:tl:ill Kharziir tlie road from the H6ji ICl161i pass came out on 
our riglit, and soon afterwards, also on the right of the road and at some 
cli~tt111c.c from it, appoarcd the village of Gilj:tt,zi. Here streall1 ~ b - i -  
Gilj;lt:~i joiiied the db- i -~harz i i r .  By  their junction a pretty large 

* I)c~nnic,, honevc.r, cronscd t.hc IrAk Pnss.-\Vood, Jo~lrueg to thc Source o f  thc Oxus, 
C11:1,1)t(>r IrSVI. " 'l'llc 1r;ik I'nss \vns 11rst Ily wltical~ 13ri~.ntlic,r I l e ~ ~ n i c  crossed to U6mibn in 
18,+0, lwl'ort~ fi~111iltg his ~ ~ r t , i o l ~  \ \ f i t11 l ) l > ~ t  i $ l ; ~ I t o ~ ~ ~ c ( l  011 tllnt li1111o11s  bit^." 

It  i n  11o1. ~ I I O \ V I I ,  I I I I W C V P I . ,  w l ~ i c l ~  I16k 1'11811 11c crossed - the Oroatcr or tltc Lessel.. k'ro11~ tllc I<ri.l)l~l V:~lloy one can rc;lcl~ Hillli611, ~ v o i ~ l i l ~ g  the Circnt Irhk l'nss, even t l~ouqh yo11 cross 
t 1 1 ~  I ~ C P R I ' I .  Irrilc 1'nsg. 'I'o (lo this yo11 only I I I I V C  to t:~ktn the tlircction of the Sltibnr Pass. 

t At n vcry tlinr:tl,t 11t'l.iod of timi, l>l~lloc.ks 1)111yl,d the p;~rt  of b,zpg.nge nlli~nrlls in  the 
EIilltlri l i l is l~  ns wrll ns tlley (lo nonr. Apollonins l ' i :~~tua,  who tm\.cllctl Itcrc i l l  the 
n~itltllc of t.1111 firut C R I I ~ I I ~ Y  A.Ib . ,  i l ~ f o r t ~ t ~  11s l l ~ n t  the ncticc of carrYillg 011 bu110~k~ w ~ s  l ~ ; ~ l ~ i l u ; t l  I I C I T .  -Iic.li;tr~d, Al<llloil.c s11r I'I~tdc., page 81,. 



stream is formecl Lvllich retains the  first name. T, the south-west of 
the village of C-iljatai extends a rather broad mountain wlllch ends 
011 the  sotlth in  t he  lofty peak of the  Kdh-i-Bib6, rllllis same peak 
was seen by us  Prom the  Greater I r&k l'ass. I t  is covered with eternal 
snow and serves as the  comrnenceme~~t  of the KGh-i-Bibj. range, In all 
proI)ability Burslem ascended i t  and  after liim Lady Sale.* 

T l~ ronghou t  t h e  whole distance from tlle little village of Giljatai to 
Garclan-DiwLr t.here is ~ca rce ly  a single village. Tile route lies :Llong tile 
bottom of a deep ravine in  wliich a hill stream rushes noisily splash- 
i n g  the neighbouring black rocks. We had to cross several tinlrs from 
one bank t o  the  other, sometimes through the bed of the stream when 
the  water came up to  our horses' knees. Sometimes a smootl~ly polished 
road, like an  artificially made pavement, extended along the bank of tile 
stream. 'I'he surrounding rocks were lifeless and dead ; not  even thorn 
bushes were visible ; very rarely the purple leaf of "chrlkri," almo.;t 
entirely dried up  at this  season, glistened in the sun. This  " chuliri " 
or '' rawish" is nothing else than  the  rhubarb of Burnes. 

Almost half way from Giljatai  to  Gardan-Diw6r are some stronqly 
impregnated iron springs, issuing froin under s l l a l ~  rocl;. 'l'he water 
of these springs contains a large quantity of carbonic atdid gas. The taste 
of the water is pleasant, slightly astt ingent and metallic ; the temperature 
of the water was 52'9" F About the springs which issue from the 
ground 1,y 10 to  15 openings,. a little oval mound of a rusty-l.pd colour 
had formed, in  all prol)ability o w ~ n g  t o  the deposit of oxide of iron ; unfor. 
tunntely a chemical a l~alysis  could not be made for want of the neces- 
sary agents. Dr. Lord is the only one of a11 the English traveilers who 
mentions these sprinqs. t  

After  a n  hour's ride we reached the  River Helmancl. The A b - i - ~ i l -  
jatai, along which we Itarl been marching nntil  now, falls into the I-Iel- 
rnsnd almost a t  rigllt anzles. The  direction of i ts course is from north- 
north-east to soulh-south-west, wheseas tl at of the IIelmand is fsom 
north-east to south-west. Our  camp was sitrlatecl on the ca,pe forrnecl Ijy 
the upper (north) intersection$ of the streams. The  tents on this occasion 
were I~itc.lled on platforms prepareel for them 011 tlle very bank of the 

T o  the s o u t l ~  and west of the tents was watcr, on the north almost 
tel.penclicnlar cliffs, a n d  on tlle east were untlulating green fields sown 
with wheat and  balley. O n  t l l ~  opposite cape formed by the lower or 
southern segment intercepted 1)et ween the Melmancl and the ( i i l  jahai, at 
a n  of sever;~l hiintlretl feet above I he stream, was Gardan -DiwLir, 
tile crenelatcld walls of which prodiice a rntller silggestive impression 
on the traveller,-all Ihe more so, t h a t  all  ro~~nt-1 is a silent waste, and, if it 

r 1 were not for  the iields round our te~l t s ,  a lifeless descrt. 1 lle fortress is 
occ.npicd by a small Afghin garrison. Mrater is carried to i t  I)y a canal 
from the At)-i-Giljatai; t,llis canal, in  order to  raise the water to siich 
a corlsiderable hcight  a s  t h a t  a t  which the fort  is placed, must have com- 
menr.prl at several verst? from i t  

Both banl;s of the All-i-(iiljatai are joined by n wooden bridge, G I I ~  
so old and t h a t  we decitlecl not t o  cross it, l ~ n t  to ford tho strean], 

Rurslem, pngc 34. 
t Jourllnl of A s i ~ l i c  8ociety, Reng:tl, 1'01. VII, pngtb 531, Dr. T,o~,cl'rl IetLrr. 
f That in,  in the  norther^^ o t ~ g l e  formed by t l ~ o  col~Hucllco of the two etrca1ns.-Trans- 

lator. 



that  i t s  breadth is here not. less t h a t  J4t0 feet  and  the  
rapidity of the c l~r ren t  very considerable. The River Hellnand curries a 
pretty considerable mass of water. I t s  breadth here is from 7 0  to  
115  yards, its depth from Y to  5 feet. A wooden, tolerably solid Liidge, 
is thrown across the river. The river is apparently not much obstructrd 
with stones, altllough i t  is scarcely fit for navigation even by rafts, owing 
to  the great  rapidity of the current. T did not  see a single tree l ~ e r e  
in  tllis valley ; one must  say tha t  the  locality generally is very barren. 
The actual elevation of the fort of Gardan-Diwir,  according to  English 
data, is 10,000 feet. O n  the follow in^ day, the 26th Ju ly  (7tl1 August), 
we made a rather long and very fat iguing march. From tlle valley of 
the Helmand we crossed over into the valley of the KBbul-Darya. 

Having crocscd the  River H elmand by  t h r  wooden bridge, we c ~ n t ~ i n r ~ e d  
t o  march for a distance of about 2 versts (l+ miles) along its left bank. 
The road here lies a10ng.a low cornice. It then turns  sharply t o  t he  solltll 
ant1 runs for some time in a narrow defile, at t he  bottom of which flows 
a mnddy little stream. Having marched about 2 miles in this manner, we 
again rode out into a n  open place, which soon commenced to  rise ill a n  
eastern direction. A small, rather steep ascent, a descent, ancl we again 
found ourselves in  a mountain hollow. The  road was covered with boul- 
drrs  and stones of various size. O n  both sides of the road small patches 
sown with wbeat, barley, and  peas sometimes extendeci. A t  a distance 
on both sides, esl)eeially on the south, near the mountains, which loftily 
raised their snowy peaks above the mountain terrace still covei.ed with 
patches of snow, were seen the  typical fort-villages. Soon on our left  a 
rather extensive village a,ppeared. This was Yurt. All the  plain near it 
is called by the name of this village. Yurt  boasts of horses in  i t s  dis- 
trict  wbo never weary, and  also of i t s  sheep. However, the locality is gene- 
rally so poor tha t  in  t ru th  i t  would not  be difficult to  boast of anything. 
I n  another more favoured locality these same horses and  sheep would 
not be anything particular. As  t o  the Hazi ras  who live on th i s  lofty 
plateau (about 11,000 feet), they say tha t  they are excessively daring 
robbers. 

The  locality then again commences t o  rise i u  an  eastern direction, pre- 
senting a wide slope facing westwards. At certain intervals i t  is broken 
by rather deep and steep ravines, the exposed side of ml~ich show t h e  
presence here of primary rocks. 'l'he ascents and descents i n  them are 
very slippery, and in places consist, as  i t  were, of polished grani te  
flags. A t  the 1)ottom of these ravines, which extend from sorltll to north, 
there nrr generally streams flowing in the direction of the  River I-Iel~nand. 
lhlt here is the last ravine, and a steep b u t  not  long ascent leads us t o  
thc summit of t hr Unnai Pass, the height of wl~ich,  according to  Urifiths,  
is more tllran 11,000 feet. B u t  not only should this be called the pass, 
which rises ve1.y little above the neighbourillg terrace of Ilills, bu t  the  
\vllole i)l:~teaa rontigoous to i t .  Thus the Uilnsi Pass consists of a very 
broad l~lount~ain trrraee, intersected by ravines in a nlerillional direction. 
1 define tllis 133s.; in  this manner because the projcctio~l which fo,.ms the 
so-called lmss rises only very sliglltly above the sllrroul~ding locality. It 
forms neve r t l l e l~~s  the water-parting of the Rivers Helmand and  KBl>,ul- 
Darya. 

Q'llen comn1~n0p~  the descent to  the K6bnl Valley. It is a t  first very 
sli~~f'r~ rather steep; bu t  nevertheless there are here neitller bottom- 



less precipices on the  side of the road, nor tlluse corrlicrs leacling over preci- 
pices  long whicll t.he path winds, as  st,zte(l by 

Alollg tlie road, however, stones and  blocks of granite fall, almost 
blocking it in some places. Li t t le  by  l ~ t t l e  the defile commences to ex- 
p:mcl, ctliefl to  the r igh l  of t he  road ; sp.lrk11ng streams soon appear, and 
a li t t le fur ther  on fields commence. 

On the  right the valley becomes wicler and  wider a t  each step in ad- 
vance ; now the  first llttle garden has appearea, t l ~ o u g h  a small and dried- 
u p  one i t  is true. 

Nevertheless the-eye rests lovingly on i t s  scanty foliage, for from tlle 
IrLk Valley we had no t  seen a single tree. T h e  r igh t  side of the  defle 
still continues t o  preserve i t s  sharp, rocky character, for some distance. 

Here  a group of mounted Afghhns came t o  meet us. Their leader 
was dressed In a curious b u t  very effective dress of a green colour. On  
approaching Kemnib ,  Muhammad Hussan IChiin ( the same a s  the Debir) 
and  the  horsemen dismounted, and  respectfully welcomed him, as  well as 
t he  Mission. 

T h e  Kemn6b gave him his hand, and  then put  his a rm around his neck 
and talke(1 with h im long and  cordially. After  this  tlic AfghCn, with his 
group of horsemen, joined our escort. Soon after this  the character of tlie 
locality again changed. The  mountains approached each otlier here and 
formed a wild but  very picturesque defle, the bottom of which \vas 
tliickly covered it11 gravel and shingle. How sharp did the sound of the 
t rumpet  sound in this  de tile, and how the  drum rolled, the  sound of wliicli 
resouncled in  a hundred-voiced ecllo in  a manner quite incredible ! 

Tlle locality through which we rode tool; a more and  more romantic 
character. 'l'he granite roclcs of the cletile were picturesquely shaded by  
the thick vegetatiot~ of luxurious gardens ; tlie pyramid-shaped poplar 
loftily raised i ts  green top, vy ing  in height with the neighbouring cliffs. 

I n  places golden apricots peeped out throuqh the  green foliage, alid 
tl!e Freen branclies of the willows on the edge of the joyous, ever-mar- 
munng stream, bent down over the  sparkling w:lter. Sometimes, now 
on one sicle of tlie defile, now on tlie otlier, forts appeared on the heights, 
ancl these were here really deserving of the name. 

W e  p s s e d  several villatges? crossed sever;ll fields sown with wheat, 
t he  f ~ l l l  and heavy ears of wli~cli  were already ripe ; crossed the strearn 
several times by fords ancl once Ly a wooden bridge, and  arrived a t  the 
camp of Ser-Cl1:tslima. This Sar-Chaslima is the source of the K6bul 
Hiver (Snr ,  head ; Chaahlun, spring). 

01, a rocky eminence, a few score yards from our tents, a large crowtZ 
of tile loclal inliak,itants llatl collected. They sat motioulcss for several 
hours together, ol,servi~lg the new arrivals \vhom they l ~ l  never seen 
before, and occasionally interchanging f r a q m ~ n t a r y  renlarlcs. Several 
boys with the agility of monkeys sr!ra~nblrd 11p the crags ant1 rocky pro- 
jections of the lieigllts on which the inevitable fort sllorved itself. The  
gate of tliis fort, i.e., simply a village surrounded r i t l i  a low mud d l ,  

* Bllrsle~n, pnges 26-26 : " We BOOII entered the o ~ o n t h  of the paw, wl~ic-h wnq pirl on 
either sicle by 11,:1~111tirent I)rccipiceo; the rond wnq ~i;~rl-ow : I I I ~ I  nlippcry,-of course wit,llol~t 
eve11 an npoloyy for R pnr.~pet,-rl~llllil~g alorlg R. nrltllrr~l ritlgc 0 1 1  tllc rrrpc of n I)tarllrn- 
dirtllar ullff, nlltl RO B ~ P C I .  H . R ~  t11c s i d ~  that from n horsct's I ~ n c  k yo11 111igl1t II:IV,. R ~ I I I C ~ ~ ~ L I L . ~  

dropped n ~tollr. illto tllt, :~p~) :~rent ly  I)ott,ol~llt~sn r : ~ v i ~ l c - h ~ ) t t o ~ ~ ~ l c s n ,  f o ~  the r:~ys of the 1ioo11- 
dny grill II:IVC' IICVCI' Ijrok~~n ~ I I C  ~ l ~ r l i a l  I I : I ~ ~ I I C S B  o r  tlle ~ I W E I I I  C ~ I ; I B I U  bcnecrth. 



was often opened and sbot  by  the people passing t l i r o ~ ~ g h  i t ,  loaded wit'h 
forage prepared for our horses. It was very probable t h a t  t h e  snpplies 
for us were furnished generally by this  village. T h e  Mission, during 
t h e  time of i ts  journey in AfghlnistLn, paid not,hing for  i t s  supplies. 
Of course the  AfghLn aut.horities, in a,ccordance wi th  the  usual customs 
of hospitality, common to  all  countries and  nations, would not  permit us 
to pay for our supplies. 

The  people seated on the heights and  going in  a n d  out  of the  gates 
did not belong apparently t o  the  Afghin  family. Their shaven, square- 
shaped heads, their broad cheek-bones, flat noses, their eyes somewhat 

inwards, a t  once placed them in the  category of people belong- 
ing to  Mongolian race. O n  enquiry i t  proved tha t  these were Hazlras,  
of whom a great many live at t h e  sources of the  Kibul-Darya. 'l'heir 
language reminds one of Tartzr, and the  roots of the words are  of 
Jagatai (Turki) origin. MThat a pity we could not b ~ c o m e  more nearly 
acquainted with this  interesting people ! Amongst Shi r  Ali KhQn's 
troops there were many Hazaras, and his body-guard almost exclusively 
consisted of them. 

About 4 P.M. the whitish clouds on t h e  mountain tops situated t o  
the  east of u s  changed t o  dark ones. The  clouds quickly grew into a 
black, threatening thunder-cloud, and  immediately after loud claps of 
thunder were heard. The  storm came in the direction of our t ~ n t s ,  and we 
tasted in advance :111 the  charm of this entirely unwished-for and not 
altogether pleasant rain-bath. 

Our  fears, however, were unfounded. The  cloud passed quickly by us  
along the northern range of hills; only a few drops of rain fell in our 
camp ; this was the first storm met  with b y  us in  the mountains of the  
Hindu Klish. The whole of the following day  we had t o  traverse tlie 
beautifully cultivated valley of t he  K bbul liiver. Early i n  the morning, 
having as usual gulped down a cup of tea a s  quickly as  possible, we were 
all  in the saddle. M'e were sorry to  quit  sucll a charming, comfortable 
nook as Sar-(:hashma, all the more so tha t  the road for the  first two versts 
inclined away from the river to the right,, and we had t o  march these two 
versts through continuous heaps of shingle and sharp gravel. Orir 
heavily-burdened ponies sank deeply in  this  mixture, and  threatened 
finally to  damage their weary legs. However, after tliis t he  road again ran 
throngll cultivated land, gardens, and fields. Sometimes the perpendicular 
cliffs of both ranges of hills again approached each other and contr:lcted 
the valley. I n  some places me had to  ride over low granite cornices. 
Three times we h:rd to  cross from one hank of the stream to  the  other ; 
at  these places tliere mere always pretty s ~ b s t a n t ~ i a l  woodeli bridges. 
Tlley were, however, far  inferior in durability and beauty to those britlgee 
which we llad sccn in AfghQn TurkistAn. The latter would have done 
l l o ~ ~ o n r  even to  European -orintries. Pools of water soon began to  occur 
alonq the road,-traces of the thunder-storm arld dovvnpour of the 
evening 1)rfore. The gardens we had to pass through co~~s i s t ed  
of pol)li~a, apricot and \villo\v t t res  ; chiniirs occurred (rcrasionally; c r o p  
of Indian-corn wcrc t,o 1)e scen i n  the fields. The ~ e l l - g - r o ~ ~  stemS of 
wl~r;lt, already in car, were greedily catching the caressiug rar s of the 
R l l t l .  Fllrtller on, the wnl~lrlt \\'as ndtled to the trees, and still further 
1 I .  A t  nl)ol~ ti I 0  vel-hts (81 milp,ql from Ollr caml)ing 
~l '( jun(1 t.11': v;l\ It1y srl\\drnlY I ,c~r : l~n~ mrlch cllirflJ lo tlrr l t ,f t  



(nortll), forming a n  extensive bay. This appareiltly collsists of an 
independent valley irrigated by a plentiful stream which here falls into 
the  KQbul-Darya. B u t  on the  right, too, t he  hills receded and took a more 
rounded outline. 'I he  hills at this  t ime presented a cl~rious panorama. 
Their highost summits  were covered wi th  all impenetrable wllitisll fog. 
T o  their steep sides clung semi-translucent, soEt clouds. constantly and 
capricionsly changing their form and  outline. Stil l  lower down, the 
green mountain pasture land gave place t o  fields, whose irrigation 
chaunels extended along the  slope in  regular lines dividing the hill-side 
in to  several belts, one above the  other. Groups of trtbes with "forts" 
under their shade looked, f rom where we were down below them, like toy 
houses, scattered over the emerald surface of the mountain giants. Tlie 
fields d~scei id in  terraces r i gh t  down t o  the  river ; eacll field fenced off 
f rom inundation, both by the  river and  by t h e  mountain streams, with stone 
fences and  dikes. Here not a single scrap of land fit for cultivation 
i s  allowed to  lie fallow and uncultivated. The  l-aillts of the river an11 
i t s  miniature islands also were occupied exolu~ively with gardens, here 
just like woods. And over all this  shone a clear blue sky, deep as an 
abyss, vast a s  infinity itself. 

I n  our group, a s  I have said above, rode the comman(1ant of the 
I-lazjms of t he  Kg16 district, M i r  BAbi. His  physiognomy greatly 
attracted m y  at tent io~l .  I often looked at him with curiohity. Observing 
rnv curious glances, he began t o  smile, showi l~g  two SOWS of fine aud 
bAlliantly while teeth. Then he  began to  t ry  and converse with me, but 
his a t tempts  a t  conversstion remained nothing but  attempts ; neither 
c.julcl I understand him nor he me, and there were n o  interpreters with us. 
'I'hen we had to take to  the universa,l language-common to ali mankind- 
of s i p s .  He shook his head, shook and mo\red liis hands, slid about a ~ l d  
jnrnlwd up ancl down in his saddle, but ,  all the same, our original style of 
conversatioti went on rather flatly. The General was ~ o o c l  enougll, wit11 
the  help of tlie Debir, to translate to  me sometliing of what  this descendant 
of Cllengiz wished t o  say. H e  wished to  tell me about the road, tlie 
valleys ~vhich lie i n  the neighhouring hills, aucl it apj~eared his garrulity 
\voulcl not have stopped if he had been able to continne the conversation 
al ly fulther.  But  llrre is the village of Koti Asllrii. Here tlln valley 
a&iiu contracts. 'lllle road runs along the  left bank of tlie stream 
tllrongh a hilly locality; these hillocks are composed of conglomerate. 
\Ye traversed the latter half of tlie road to Koti Asllrii quicker than the  
iirst. During the march I was not a little surprisccl t y  the fact tha t  for 
a great distance the  fields were sown with beans a ~ l d  peas, together with 
Indian-corn ancl rice. I canoot a t  all explain the  partiality of the natives 
for tliese crops. 

Along the road large caravans met  ns from time t o  time, going into 
the va\ley of the  ArnG-Darya, clliefly to Bnlilliira. Several versts before 
reaching orlr camp the DeLir warned us t ha t  here the Minister of tlle Court 
of Amir Sllir Ali K h i n  woultl mcet the  Mission, sent for thc  p ~ r p o s e  
from K6l)ul. Aftcr a, few tlli~lutes' ride we saw tha t  the Minister himself, 
a c c o ~ n ~ ~ a n i ~ c l  by .a suite of several men, was awaiting our arrival a t  a 
high c!liin;ir tree which overshadowed the neiglrl~ouring valley. 

As  soon as he saw tlie hlission he a t  ollce rode to meet us. IIc was 
a strong, tall old man of about 70, with white hair. H i s  face was 
pleasant, with a n  open expression; his black eyes looked forth intelli- 
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pllt,ly and affably from under handsome eyebrows. His rquiline nose 
gave his face a n  rap~ession of power and  energy. On his  breast flowed a 
beard, not very long, bu t  white a s  snow. He was dressed in  clothes of 
Buropean patt,ern, and apparently of European material. A narrow 
leather belt, with gold, was round llis waist, i n  which llung 
on llis lef t  side a long Kiibul sabre, and  on the r igh t  was a revolver of 
respectable calibl*e. O n  his head was the Afghgn nationa,l Ilead-dress, a 
fur,  conical-shaped, high ha t  of black, soft  KBrakol lambskin (hstrak1)in).  
H e  was mounted on a powerful, very fiery, well-bred horsc, of a golden 
colour. IIis saddle, bridle, and bit  were uildoubtedly of 1Sllglish manu- 
fact.ure. 'I'he narrle of this  Sardiir was Abdulla K h i n .  

I-Iaving exchanged the first salutations, we all of us went  to  t he  tents  
to which the vigorous old Sard6r conducted us. 

H e  passed a few minutes in our quarters. spoke of the  journey before 
'us, and informed us t h a t  at tlle next march the Wazir ShQti Muhammad 
l ih iu ,  the Afgllin Minister for Foreign Affairs, would meet us. 

Tben tea was poposed, and tlle SardBr, having drunk his tea, took a 
decorous farewell of t he  Mission, wished us a pleasant rest after tlle 
fatigues of the march, and promised t o  conie to us in  the  eveuing. 

I n  tlre meantime the  sky became again covered with cloud, and the  
summits of the  northern range of hills were a.gain clot'lled with moist 
dark clouds. I n  a short time claps of thunder rolled forth, then  flashes 
01' l ightning brightened the  sky, and  we again prepared for  a shower- 
bath. B u t  this t ime also the heavens were gracious to us;  the  down- 
pour came donrn t o  the  westward about 10 versts (6i miles) from our tents. 
'1 here was, however, enough rain at our camp also to  met t he  ground 
well. 

W e  were now on the  northern edge of the BIaid6n Valley, well 
known for i ts fertility and  the warlike cha,racter of i t s  inhabitants. 
At the village of Koti  A ~ h r i i  the valley is 6 or 7 versts (4 to  4 4  miles) 
across, and, followin5 the  course of th; Kiibul River, inclines t o  t he  
fiouth-east, thus  runnlng round the last pass 011 the KLbul road, t h e  
Safid KhBk, which lies due east of t,he village. Here -tlie nortlrern 
slopes of the I i indu KGsh (with reference t o  this  valley, but i n  real- 
i ty the southern) became much lou~er, a,nd are far  inferior in the  
sllarpness of their outlines to the  range of hills boundir~g t h e  Maidiin 
Valley on the south. 'l'liese latter rise in  an almost perlwndicular wall 
from the vctxlant pictu~.esque valley, whereas on tlre north, herc and there 
n:~rrow nlountain hollows run in  to  the range of hills, shaded hy gardens, 
groves, and arcen crops. ?'he Maidjn Valley forms, a.s i t  were, one enor- 
m o u s  villa.ge, scattered over a space of many versts in Iengt(l1 and breadth. 
T11e garcletis of this vnlley are really woods. It is reckoned almost the 
chief granary of I<&Gul. The  population here i~ very considerable, and  
m ~ ~ a t  a,lmost'anlount to  100,000 souls. Many A f g l l k s  live here, b u t  
there n,re : ~ , l ~ o  'I'ijilzs and eve11 FIaz6rn,s. 

1 1 1  tlie cvoning, : ~ b o n t  6 P.M., SnrdBr Al~rlnlla, Kh&n again came to us. 
Tlle Dal)ir s c r i l ~ ~  tha t  I was playing chess ai t ,h  the (:i)lonel, proposed 
1.0 to 131:1y a g:tme with him. I did not refuse, nltllougll I rnigllt 
\lave cq)cct'etl that' our ga.me wonld no t  he confined t.o ourselves, alld 

tile 1)gestnllders W O U ~ ~  pronrpt the l>el,ir. Tllis was nctllally 
h a ~ ~ c n ~ d .  Aft(:r a few moves it appearcd tha t  tllree were :Jrcady 
angainst rnc, amongst, wllom were Mosain KhBn and ano(ller Afrllin 



Colonel. Aldulla K h i n  followed the game attentively. I,  as usual, 
got  angry,-especially on seeing this unequal contest,-made false 
moves one after the otl~er, and was finally checkmated. Then the old 
man said that this mate was not really a defeat for me, but that, on 
the contrary, such a victory, gained by three adversaries against one, really 
constituted a defeat for the winners, " as they," said the Sardir have 
suffered a t  this moment a defeat in magnanimity and hospitality ." 

It was pleasant to look a t  this vigorous and noble old man. 
The conversation then turned too politics. Tlle Sardir, amongst 

other I hings, said that  the present time reminded him of the end of the 
thirties (1830 to  184O), when Ile met the Russian Ambassador Vitke- 
vitch, who, during the whole time of his residencc in KQLul, lived in his 
(the Sardir's j house. 

' a  Even then," said the Sardir,  " i t  was plain to us that only by 
alliance with Russia could we attain to peaceful development of the 
kingdom. The Amir Dost Mahomed K h i n  already saw that in Russia 
alone mas there a barrier to  be found against the all-devouring embrace 
of the English. It is true that  Russia did not then help us in any 
manner whatever; however, we then thought that  we could deal with 
our blood-enemies alone. Now the soti of Dost Mahorned, Shir Ali 
Khin ,  invites you to visit him ih K&bul as dear friends, messengers of 
peace and good. May Allall grant that  our friendship may never give 
ns cause for regret ! " Thus spoke this energetic old man, and his face 
glowed with animation, and his fiery eyes showed that his words were 
spoken from the heart and with all sincerity. He  spoke for some time 
longer on the same theme. 'l'he portrait of Dost Mahomed K h i n  in 
Burnes' book was then shown him. l'he Sardbr praised the portrait 
greatly, and said that i t  was very like the late Amir. When he was 
informed that  this book was written by the renowned Burnes, the poli- 
tical opponent of Vitkevitch, he said that  he well remembered Burnes 
too-" a very oatcntatious and egotistical man." " Vitkevitch was 
exactly his opposite," said the Sardir. 

About 7-30 P.M. he wished the Mission good night (Shab-i-shuma 
ba-khair) and went to  his own quarters. 

On the followitig day, 29th July (9th August), me had to cross the 
last pass on the road to K6bul. This pass is called the Safid KhAk. 
The halting-place we arrived a t  is called Kalah-i-KAzi ; from i t  to 
KShul is only 10 miles. W e  started as usual a t  an early hour. The 
road a t  first ran east with a trifling inclination now northwards and 
now so~t~hwards.  It soon entirely left the cultivated belt of the valley 
and entered a localitty slight hillocky, in places intersected by hill-streams, 
and covered with gravel acd rather coarse pe1)bles A t  about 54 miles from 
onr halting ground a t  Koti Ashrli the rather steep ascent to the pass 
commenced. The ascent is by a not very narrow but rather slippery 
path worn in limestone rock. The whole ascent is 2 versts ( 1 4  miles) 
in lenqth. 'I he saddle-back of the pass consists of granite, and small pieces 
of mica, speckling the granite blocks, glitter in the sun. Tlle tlescent 
from the pass is no less steep and ~ l i p ~ ~ e r y  than the ascent. For some 
time during the descent the road runs t l~rough a narrow defile, which 
gradually w i d ~ n s  t ut  castw;lrds and leads into the Argantlil Valley. 
'1 limugl~out the extent of the p:~ss tlle 1ocalit)y was quite barren. Not a 
sillgle tree or a single bus11 was seen anywhere. 



I n  the  valley of the Argandil vegetation again asserts its right.  
The valley is very well cultivated. It is continuously occupie(1 with 
fields throughout its whole width of Y$ miles (from north to south), 
amongst wliich are prettily-studded villages, surrouoded by shady groves 
of trees Thick-foliaged groups of gardens pleasantly vary the land- 
scape. The road several times crosses various irrigation channels and 
brooks by fords ; one stream is 70 feet wide, with 2 or 3 feet of water. 
Tlie further east we moved, the more the valley widened out, so tohat 
not far from Kalah-i-KLzi i t  attained a width of from 63 to :O miles. 
Rut here i t  did not present the same uninterrupted surface of green 
fields arid gardens as a t  first ; on the contrary, we had a.gain to  traverse 
for some time a perfectly unproductive locality, strewn with huge 
stones, in the vicinity of a dried-up bed of a river, also filled with stones, 
gravel, and shingle. O n  our left,, 6 or 7 versts (4 to  4.3 miles) distant to 
the north-east,, mas seen an extensive valley a t  a higher elevation, covered 
all over with gardens. 011 seeing this valley the Kemniib went into 
ecstasies, and turning to mc? said, " Z,~rddlu, shaftilu mewa bisyar, lihaili 
l-hub dar anja." (The apricots, peaches, and various fruits are vesy 
numerous and excellent there.) 

" Bisyar, khaili khab, 1)octor Sihib," he repeated several times. 
I thought to  myself that  i t  would have been pleasanter to see all 

this for myself than only to hear accounts of it, although such very 
ecstatic ones. Now a strange group of mounted men appeared a few 
versts off; amongst them could be distinguished three figures of some huge 
animals. The llebir told us that  these were " filiin," elephants, and tha t  
the Wazir Sdi ib  was riding on one of them to  meet the Mission. W e  
rode on quicker, and the distance between us and the elephants rapidly 
decreased. I n  a few min~ites we could clearly distinguish tho figure of 
the Wazir, seated on one of the elephants ; now only a few score yards 
separate us from the huge beasts ; now they have halted ; the one carry- 
irlg the Wazir knelt down, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs for 
Afghinist in desce~ided to the ground by a ladder. 

"Kh6sh Bmade'd, Khlish Bmadkd, General Sihib" (welcome, wel- 
come), said tlie Wazir in a hearty tone, turning towards the General and 
exteuding his right hand. Immediately afterwards he folded the General 
in his embrace, pressing him to his breast. He also welcomed the  
Colonel and rnyself it1 the same manner. Soon afterwards the remainder 
of the Mission came up to  us ; some of us were then mounted on the 
elephants, others rode along nn llorseb:~ck. The General rode on tlie 
fiame e1ej)liant with t h ~  Wazir. From here to Kalali-i-KBzi was orrly 
5 versts (35 miles), and we were sooil at our tents. Kal:~h-i-Knzi is a 
small fort with ve,vetaLle plots ant1 a garden round it .  A t  some distance 
from i t  is a ratlier higli hill, quite bare and surr~unded with a stone 
wall or1 the sor~tll side ; on this hill our tents were pitched. It would 
have been impossible to choose a better place for our camp, for an ex- 
tellsire view opened out on all sides. 

The llills liere reredc very far apart, and the plain occ~~pies a consider- 
al)le rxprnse. To the east exteads the valley of Cllall6r-deh, excellently 
raltivatcd, the gardms of wliich appeared from our hill to  be an  u~ l in -  
terrllpted wood. 'l'hcse garden-croves extended to  the foot of two 

- - . -  

peaks, or more pr~~pel.ly o i ' two 11:kli hills, between which lay the r o d  
to h ibu l .  



KjLul is 10 miles from here, alnd if i t  was invisible from our hill, it 
was only because the hill past which the road to KBbul runs, and upon 
the  eastern and northern slopes of which the city stands, shut i t  out 
from our view. 

Above and beyond these hills rose the rosy white summits of the 
ll  indu KGsh, decked with snow. To the north the valley touches the 
hill slopes, not very high here, but which soon rise to a considerable 
elevation. '1'0 the west the snake-like, winding path, is seen by which 
we had just come, and to the soutli the horizon is almost unlimited : only 
in  the far  distance, through the mistv haze, some low hills are seen. 
Near these hills runs the road from %faidin to Ghazni. 'l'he Kiibul- 
Darya, too, flows considerable south of Kalah-i-Kizi, and running round 
the southern hill situated a t  the eastern end of the ChahSr-deb Valley, 
enters a defile from the west, and then flows for some distance through 
the  suburbs of the town. 

The elephants knelt down a t  our tents and we dismounted; the 
Wazir at once conducted us to our quarters. I will not now enumerate 
the  characteristics of the first AfghBn official of Amir Shir Ali. I intend 
to  do this later. I will now only say that  he was a thin tall man, wllose 
clothes (of European pattern) hung on him like on a clothes-peg. His 
lower lip and rather soft features produced an impression on the spectator 
not altogether favourable to him. Hut his black eyes loolted frank, and 
the tone of his speech was hearty and breathed sincerity. 

The Wazir spent several minutes in our tent, and wishing us a good 
rest-'' Khub  istariihat kardan "-went to his own quarters. 

For after-dinner dessert to-(lily a whole mass of various fruits had 
been sent by the Amir from KBbal ; there were cherries, apricots, 
plums, various kinds of grapes, pears, apples,* peaches, white and 
purple mulberries, water-melons, and melons of various kinds. To this 
was added various Irin(1s of 1,astt-y cooked in the Arnir's kitchen. The 
abundance of the fruit did not surprise me, but  the fact that some of 
them were met with at the same time as others, notwithst'anding that 
they came to maturity a t  a different time of year. For instance, 
apricots lying alongside of pehcl~es would be quite an unusual phe- 
nomenon for Thshkand. Malevinski at once obtained the seeds of 
some of the fruits, lloping t o  keep them to sow in TAshkand. 

After dinner I, Xllzlevlnski, Benderski, and ZamBnbeg went to lnok 
a t  the elephants, which were placed a t  the foot of the hill. There 
were three,-two females and one male. The male was not more than 
40 ycars old ; one of the females was ahout 60, and the other 1 [lo. 

Not one of them had any tnsks. The male had his legs chained, 
but  not the females. '1'0 my question as to why the elephantl was 
chained, the driver rcylipd " that  i t  was only nocggsary t o  prevcnt him 
going away; the females always remalned with him, and would not ~ t i r  
a step without him " 'l'he male was; comparatively, not tall, scarcely 
over 10 feet? hizh, but the females were much taller. A l l  tlirce were 
bought by the Amir in India. Besides these, the driver said he 11nd 
ten others, a11 now In KQbnl. 

1 * * * * * * 
During the whole of my jonrney in Af~hLt~ist&n I only met with npples In Elbul.  

t Anythiug over 10 fret  is R very tall e1ephent.-Translator. 
f Deecriptiorl of elephel~ts, their Il~~bite, and uses, followe here. - 1 ranslator. 



I the evening the post came in  from Tiisl~kand. General Kaufmauu 
added to his letter to  the  commanciant of the Mission a short  telegram 
received by him frcm St. Yetersburg. The  telegram stated t h a t  t h e  
Berlin Congress had finisbed i t s  sittings. Tbr? chief articles of the 
peace coucluded with 'I'urkey were stated in  the telegram to  be a s  
follows : The formation of Bulgaria as a vassal princip;llity; the  in- 
dependence of Servia and  Montenegro with tlieir former boundaries, and  
400 million roubles to  be paid t o  Russia a s  war  indemnity. General 
Kauflnann wrote as  follows on the subject of the  rcceil]t of th i s  
telegram : '* If the  telegram is only true, i t  is a very sad one. I n  any  

continued he, " t h e  Congress has finished i ts  sittings." H e  then  
counselled the  commandant of the  Mission, i n  his negotiations wit11 
tlle Afghin  Government, to  alrstain from decided measures, ~romises ,  
&c , and generally not to  g o  so fa r  as  would have been done i n  t he  
opposite case, i.e., i n  t h e  case of a war wit11 1Sngland threatening us. 

I n  this letter several lines were written i n  cypher which the com- 
mandant determined t o  read afterwards in  company with Colonel 
Rozgonov alone. 

I n  the animated conversation which sprang u p  amongst tlle mem- 
bers of the Mission consequent on the arrival of the post, the  General 
more than  once repeated tha t  he was very glad t h a t  such important 
news had been ~.eceived so seasonably on tlie eve of the  entry of the  
Blission into the Afgh6.11 cal~i tal .  

'l'his circumstance, i .e . ,  tlie receipt of this last post, was a most 
important one, as  i n  the  negotiations with the AFg116.n Government it 
gave the Mission quite a different point d'appai. 

I n  the  evening I had a very sharp attack of fever, and  it oppressed 
me all night. I was violently sick several times, notwithstanding the  
considerable use of narcotics. I burned like fire the  whole night.  Tlie 
journey to KBbul was before us  for the next day. It was necessary to  
prepare ourselves for tlie ceremony properly, and  licre I lay bathed in  
perspiration with parchcd lips and thoroughly exhausted. A t  7 A.M.  on 
the  29th Ju ly  (10th Angust) our carnp Legan to make a move. There 
was noise and I~ustle all around. All collected very ceremo~~iously as if 
preparing for divine service. l1l1e Wazir  so011 appeared with his suite. 
About X A.M. wc started. I fel t  very poorly ; m y  head felt like a lump 
of lead, and I had constant qua l~ns  in  m y  stomach and was sick. M y  
legs refused to  be of use to  me. B u t  iliere was nothing t o  be done;  
I had t o  g e t  ready for tlie road too. I dressed somehow aiid mounted 
one of the elephunts, presuming tha t  I slionld ride more comfcrta\,ly on 
one of them than on a horse, as I feared to fall from the  saddle from 
wealtnese. M'licn, liowever, the clel)hantJs swaj ing  motion commenced, 
I corild scarcely entlnrc it. Several times I determined to dismount from 
the back of the huge hcnst, Lnt pulled niyself together, forcing myself 
to  t l ~ i n k  t h a t  "tl1011g1l the Hesll is infirm, the spirit shorlld lje b~xvc." 
However t ha t  may bc, after some t imc  1 e~ldnt-ed i t  so far as to  Le aLlc t o  
follow w11a.t was going on rou~ltl me, and this was \vhnt was occurring. 

r 1  l h e  o r t l ~ r  of the procession itself' \\-as vcry effective. 111 front,  
sevcral score yartls fl.om us rode s detachmetit of glittering Afgl~&u 
cavalry. 'I'hen one after the otlicr came our elephants, closed in by ihe 
Cossack escort. 

B ~ l ~ i n d  tlic escort was another detachment of Afghhn cavalry. O n  



both sides (BE the cavalcade were two long lines of the A~ulr'o gual*ds, 
bold soldiers of tall stature. l'hey mere dressed in bright red uniforms. 

Having rrossed some fields, we soon reached a spot occupied by shadg 
gardens. Plantations of tobacco and Indian-corn were sometimes seen. 
The wheat was already cut here. A t  the side of the road, a t  several 
places, groups of the natives were seen thrashing the wheat just brought 
from tbe fields. They thrashed i t  by  the help of bullocks and llorses, 
forcing them to w;tlk over the sheavc~s p1:lced on the thrashing-Hoor. 
A t  some points mere heaps of wheat already threshed and winnowed, 
the amber grains of whicli glistened in the sun. 

A t  8 versts ( 5+  miles) from the last camp, the Mission was met by 
the Amir's own brother, Sardir  Habib Ulla K h i n ;  lie had ridden from 
Kibul on an enormous e1eph;lnt of an  ashy-grey colour. This elephant 
had huge gilded tusks, the ends of wh~cll  were sawn off. A detach- 
ment of cuirassiers, armed with handsome Kibul  sabres, accompanied 
the Sardir. O n  their heads they had glittering metal helmets with 
chains reachinq to the lower lip. As soon as Habib Ulla K h i n  came 
up level with us, he dismounted to greet the Mission. The commandant 
nlso dismounted from his elephant. 

Then at1 exchange of seats took place amongst those riding on the 
elephants. The General rode with the Sardir  on his elephant, the 
Colonel with the MTazir, and I with the Kemnfib. I now rode much more 
comfortably, as this elephant had s very smooth gait. 

W e  then again continued our route. Large crowds of natives now 
began to collect along the sides of the roads, wishing to look at the 
new arrivals, even although " Faringis," but of quite another race.* 
'l'hese Faringis were Russians. 

A t  10 versts (63 miles) from Kalah-i-Kizi the environs of Kdbul 
commence. Here one llas to pass through a defile formed by the two 
hills I have spoken of above. 

Formerly the defile was closed by a wall built of burnt brick. This 
wall, of which only the ruins now remain, rises in steps up both hills, 
end extends to their summits to north and south. I do not know where 
the northern part of the wall runs to, but  the southern runs round 
the town on the west, turns south, and ends in the Upper B i l i  Hissir, 
or citadel of KLbul. 

The people collected in greater and greater quantities; they formed a 
dense living barrier on both sides of the proceesion. The neighbouring 
cliffs and projections of the hills, and the remains of the ruined walls, were 
all covered with various types of the inhabitants. The roofs of the houses, 
even the trees extending along both sides of the road, were covered by 
the curious. 

There were seen Afgllins with bronzed skin, glittering eyes, and 
coal-black hair; here in the crowd might be also observed the Mongo- 
lian heads of the Haziras, with narrow eyes and projecting ears. 

Beyond the detile commenced the City of KLbul. We were now 
passing through its north-western edge. W e  had to pass through the 
street of a bazar, very narrow, but paved with stones, though very badly. 
From here paved streets commenced generally. Beyond, a chnureke 
began, and a very good one, fringed with trees on both sides, chiefly 
mulberry and willow. 

From the Et1plio1i.-Translator. 



I n  a short time we came to a bridge over the River Kibul, here 
flowing from south-west to north-east. The bridge was stone, but in 
very bad repair. 

The elephants forded the river, the depth of which was not more 
than 3 to 4 feet, with a brcadth of 45 to 70 yards. The elephants slowly 
crosced the river, playing various pranks with their trunks, drawing 
in water and ejecting i t  again with great force. I momental-ily expected 
some elephant to turn his trnnk upwards and give his riders an unwished- 
for bath. Hut the drivers looked sharp after them, and no sooner did 
a driver see that  an elephant had drawn up water in his trunk than he 
whispered something in his ear, and the giant at once began to flap his 
ears and immediately afterwards squirted out the water. 

Immediately after crossing the river we turned from tlie road to the  
left, to the north of the town, and issued on an extensive field. In  the 
centre of this field or plain stood Afghin troops of all arms. On both 
flanks cavalry was drawn up, and, in the centre, infantry; in front of 
these artillery was formed. 

The number of troops was probably not more than a division. As 
soon as our elephants were level with the centre of the troops, the 
artillery commel~ced a salute ; 34 guns were fired ; after this the bands 
played ant1 the troops marched past. The elephants again returned t o  
the chaltssie and went towards the BQIi Eiissi;r, the walls of which stood 
out not more than a verst from us. 

Then the mass of people, crowded on to the cha?lsse'e, raised shouts, 
and evoked the blessing of the four Caliphs on the Mission (correspond- 
ing to our complimentary "Hurm11"j. Accrmpanied by tlie sholits of the 
populace, amounting to many thousands, and to the sound of music. we 
entered the gates of tlie Bi1i Hissir. A guard of honour met us at 
the gate9 of the citadel, clothed in an original costume, consisting of 
check petJticoats reaching to the knees, shoes and helmets. 

After a short walk through narrow,.partly-paved streets, closed in by 
two-storeyed houses, with windows look~ng on the streets, we reached our 
residence. The whole of the Afgllin notables who mere present accom- 
panied us to our house. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Quarters of the Mission ill t h e  B i l i  Hissir-Reception of the Mission by tlle A~nir 
Shir Ali Khi11-N:~tiollal festival-PlSesents sent to the Alnir b~ the Gover~~or-Ge~~rl.al 
of Afgh&nistin-The Alllir gives the Mission Rl1,OOU-Life of the Alissi,,~~ at 
Kib111- English prlpers received by the Amir- Reception of the post f'rom TBsll- 
kand-Illlless R I I ~  death of the heir-apparelit, Pril~ce Abdullx .IBn-Negotiatioua of 
Ge~lerril Stolietov with tbe Afg11B11 Goverument-New of theequiplnellt of an English 
Ambassador for KQbul-Ref usal of the Arnir- Fi~rnily Bazar. 

T h e  elephants upon which me rode halted in  rather a narrow lane a t  
the  gates of t he  palace set apart  for t he  Mission. This lane divided our 
palace from t h e  residence of the Amir. Wide  gates, c a t  in  a rather 
thick and  loft'y mud wall, led t o  the  inner colirt of our residence, in 
which were the  houses occupied by the  native servants placed a t  the dis- 
posal of t h e  Mission, and  of the native officials of tlie palace. From here 
narrower gates  led into the  actual palace. A t  the  first glance the whole 
building looked like a four-cornered box, surrouncled on two sides by 
very thick walls, and  on the  other two sides built in  with two wings. 
The  occupied a n  area of several hundred square sajCnes.* 
W e  Ibassed through the  court of' our palace, carefully swept and  strewn 
w ~ t h  sand and fine gravel, and ascended a terrace in front  of the north 
wing. 'I'he terrace was paved with burnt  brick and occupied about one-fifth 
part  of the whole area of the court. W e  then ascended to the second storey 
of the  northern wing, where a ready-served breakfast and tea awaited us. 
'l'he KLbulis apparently are very fond of fruit .  For instance, even now 
for brenlcfast, whole mountains of f rui t  were served. I, however, was 
quite indifferent to  breakfast, i ts  surroundings, and the  people round me. 
?'he burning of t he  fever kept on making itself felt. An animated 
conversation w a s  going on between the members of the  Mission and the 
Afg-hin olficisls, but I had not the energy t o  follow i t .  I only wished 
our hosts to end their official visit as  quickly as  po-sible, so t h a t  I might at 
ollce lie clown on a bed. Then the Wazil., good man, addressed me in 
worcls of consolation, hoping tha t  my fever would quicltly pass off, arid 
saying tha t  i t  did not  becotne a doctar to  be ill. 

Our  hosts, however, soon made their bows and  took leave. The 
Wazir  wished t o  know wllen t8he Mission thought  of prcsenthg  them- 
selves to t h e  Amir Scihib, and added t h a t  i t  would I)e a good thing 
t o  rest after our journey. O n  this the General determined tha t  the 
Mission should rest the whole O F  the next day, and tvould present 
tliemselves t o  the Amir Stihib on the  3rd clay, if i t  was ag r~eab le  to  him. 

A s  soon as  our hosts had left, tve all  ha to rnake ourselves a t  
home in our extensive residence. The palace, have said :~lready, was 
almost a square, two s ~ d e s  of which, the n and southern, were 
occupied by  buildings; the most extensive was on the north 

+ 1 eajhne = 7 feet. 



side of the quadrangle. It was built  of  inb burnt brick, t he  outer face 
being made of wood. The  house had four  storeys. 

Jt * * * * * * 
In this building there were many rooms, b u t  there were few which 

collld be called comfortable i n  the  European sense of the  word : there was 
very little furniture, a few arm-chairs of clumsy make, a few common 
cllaiPs and tables, covered with table-cloths, t he  product of English 
ma~lufactories; native beds with rope botkoms instead of springs? and 
m~aclded mattresses instead of hair ones; this  was all t h a t  there was inside 
the palace. There was not  a single looking-glass anywhere. The rooms 
were not very small, rarely more than  29 to 33 feet long and  14 to  21 
feet wide. The floors of the rooms were spread, some with Persian carpets, 
some wit11 carpets, and some wi th  flowered, soft, and thick Kirghiz 
felts. I n  some of the  rooms the  surface of t he  carpets mas covered \vith 
wl1ite also of English manufacture The ceilings of t he  rooms were 
of the usual construction in Central Asia. They nrere made of reed-mats, 
put right over the rafters and  lined underneath with cheap chintz. 'l'he 
walls of the rooms (by no means all, however) were pret ty  nlell plastered, 
and in  some places embellished with simple sculptured o~marnents i n  
alabaster. Niches mere let  into the walls in  whicli stood tea services, 
candlesticks, and other I~ousehold articles. Stearine candles of English 
manufacture were stuck in  t he  candlesticks. Hav ing  rapidly inspected 
the building I went t o  the sonth wing. 

This was a double-storeyed wing, and i t s  construction was the  same a s  
the other building. The  second storey was much better built than the  lower. 
The rooms here had a more comfortable appearance than  in  the  northern 
wiiig. The particular superiority of this  over the  other wing  consisted in  
the fact t h a t  i ts  windows not only looked out  on t o  tlie court, bu t ,  on the  
south side, on t o  the  street also. IJnder  the  very windows of t he  south 
wing commences the  extensive KBbul plain. k'rom the  height  of the 
second storey of this  building a magnificent view opens out over t he  
southern and eastern environs of tlie town. The  plain extended for 
distance of about 7 miles to  the  south and  east, and is bordered by low 
hills. The  chief part  of i t  is occupied by fieltls and  ~neadows, especially 
tlie part nearest our residelice. A t  t h e  distance of a verst from our house 
mas an extensive marsh, occupying a n  area ot several square versts. 

Purther off, nearer the  hills, a t  va~.ious distances from each other, were 
s e ~ i i  extensive villages nestllllg in tlie verdure of their gardens. To the 
east of the town, villages and  gnrdens commence considernl)ly nearer i t  
than on the soutll side. F.'nrther to the east, 2 or 3 miles from the tolvn, 
wcrc scen the  white tents of Ai'ghin troops. Of ten  afterwards me llPard 
firing from tha t  clireclion. Hcre the Afghhn troops were practised 
nt sliooti~lg. Almost from the walls of our resiclcnce tllree roacls radiate 
over thc  plain : one to  tlie east, one south, and the third s o u t l ~ - ~ ~ ~ t .  
'Illis 1:rttcr one passcs literally nnclcr the windows of the south wing, 
alotlg tthc foot, of the liills lying west of the B61i Hissir ,  and, running 
round them on tlie south, is lost to view. A t  14 versts from our l i o r ~ ~ e ,  in  
tlie mitltlle of tlie mcadows in tlle ldain a n d  on the edge of a lnrgc marsh, are  
seen a row of elcphants; t'llese were the elephnnt lines of the  Amir. One  
coulcl count, c~lvven of them, but  sometimes there were more. I chose a 
room in the south wing, i n  which some of the other members of the 
Mission also located themselves. l 'he General occupied some rooms in the 



second storey of the northern building. The  Cossacks werc placed in tile 
lower floor of t h e  southern wing. 

'l'he palace generally-althougli n o t  resembling the eastern palaces, 
full  of effeminacy and luxury, tvhich are described not only in  the '' TIloll- 
sand and  one Nights." hu t  i n  many Arab a n d  Persian writers-still 
appeared t o  us  excellent, and, what  was the  chief thing, pretty clean. The 
only dissonance t o  this cleanliness consisted i n  the tomb of some saint, 
a s  they said, of t he  Amir's family, which was in  one corner of the court. 
Two or three d i r ty  rags tied to  poles, stuck on the tomb, rose above the 
enclosure of t he  late saint. The  complete absence of vegetation about our 
residence struck t h e  eye. 

'l'he Amir had resigned this  palace, which up t o  th i s  time had been 
occupied b y  his favourite wife and her suite, as  a particular mark of re- 
spect t o  the  Mission. B u t  we did not all  expect the  palace of the Amirs 
of KLbul, former1 y celebrated for  tlieir wealth and splendour, t o  be like 
this. W e  thought  t o  see marble, guiiding,, the br ight  colours of varnish- 
ed tiles, lapis laznli, lavish fountains, magical gardens, &c., and instead 
of this  we met  wi th  mud arid a little grass, no t  a single tree, not  a drop of 
water. The  native servants brougllt a bed into m y  room and go t  it ready 
at once. This  was, a s  I have said, the  usual native bed and  very broad. 
With the greatest  delight I threw myself on t o  it, hoping t o  have a 
sweet rest. Rut m y  hopes were in  vain. To  the  inward heat  of t he  fever 
was added outward heat. The  feather bed and  wadded covering (razai) 
at once made themselves felt, and  i t  seemed to  me a s  if I was in  a steam- 
ba th  and  a heavy ~ersp i ra t ion  covered m y  exhausted frsme. 

'I'he 30th J u l y  ( 1  1 t h  August) was appointed as  a day of rest for the 
Mission after i ts jonrney of lrlore than 20 d!hys, almost uninterruptedl!.. 
But  i t  turnell out otherwise. 

About 12  o'cllIck on tha t  day, the  commandant of the Mission, dress- 
i ng  in full ~ ~ n i f o r m ,  went t o  have a n  audience with the Amir Shir  Ali 
K h i n .  H e  went alone, even without interpreters, accompanied only by 
the  Wazir and an Afgh in  escort, informing the  remainder of the hlission 
t h a t  they would not have to  present themselves t o  the  Arriir, and tha t  lle 
would present himself alone. The  General, however, quickly returned and 
ordered all of us to dress as  quickly a s  possible in full-dress uniform. 
H e  informed us tllat tlie Amir  wished to  see the whole Mission ill i ts  fllll 
complement. I also dressed myself, notwithstanding m y  weakness, and 
~ t a r t e d  with tlie others. From c)ur re~idence to  the  Amir's palace was 
only a few hundred yards. H i s  palace was only separated from our 
house by a narrow lane and  a few buildings intended for the servants. 
However, we mounted our horses and started riding. Tlle Cossacks llad 
their arms shoultlered without their covers. 

On  r i d ~ n g  out of the gates of our residence we a t  once tlirned to 
the right (wcst), went a little way down the  road, leaving t l l ~  wall of 
the Upper R i l i  Hissjr  on our left, and the scbrvantsJ llouses of our palace 
on the r ight ,  and immetfiately halted a t  the gat'e of the  Amir's resi- 
deuce. Tlie gates were wooden and fo ld i r~g;  they were let into a higll 
mud wall. 

A t  these gates we dismounted from our horses and entered a garrlen 
which commenced immediately at the gates. A wide, well-rammed 
hordered with barberry huslres, lecl us to a small building of very modest 
architecture. The  huiltling had twos to r~ys .  I n  front of it was an  open 



space a stone reservoir filled with cleax water. Ru t  even here tbere 
were no traces of a fountain. Round this  space were planted poplar, 
cllinirs, pear trees and vines ; bu t  on the whole the  garden  resented 
rather a sorry sight. The front  par t  of the building was occupied by a n  
open terrace. O n  this  terrace, a t  t,he very pal.adpet1, cut ou t  of stone, sat 
the Amir of AfgliiinistBn, Shir  Ali Kh jn .  Pu t t i ng  our hands u p  to  our 
head-dress, we went round the left  of the ba'sin, passed the  terrace and  
ascended tlle terrace from the  left  by a staircase of several steps. A s  
so011 as we ascended the terrace, the Amir  rose f ~ o m  his arm-chair, made 
two or thseesteps forwa.rd to  meet us, and gave his hand t o  the com~naudant  
of the Mission. 1)uring this time the  remadning members of the Mission 
were s t~,nt l ing in a row with their hands a t  the salute. The Amir also 
acknowledged our salate by raising his hand to  the  peak of his helmet 
with which his head was covered. 

Afler this the commandant of the 34ission presented all the members 
to the Amir in  turn.  Whet1 Colvnel Razgonov was presented to  him, 
the Amir ex1,ressed his pleasure at seeing a Colonel oE the  Russian 
Czar 2nd " a  man who had grown grey with llononrable grey hairs." 
V\. liilst the Mission was being presented to  him, the Amir generally said 
something to  each member, elther a pleasant witicism or joke. Thus  
when Maleviu$ki, " Inglesi ter jumin" (I{;nglish interpreter), was presented 
to him Ile aslted, " H a s  not the  I<.nglishman brought. fire in  tlre skir t  
of his coat on this occasion to set fire t.o AfghBnistin ? " 

" The English," continued he, " only come on to  .4fgh6n?!vil bearing 
the sword in t he  r igh t  hand and fire ill the left." 

I t  is evident t ha t  t'he Amir wished to  make a pun, making  use of 
the word "English," well knowing t h a t  bialevinski was Bussian and not 
English. 

During the presentation of the members of the  Mission, the  Amir 
gave his hand to each one and asked him to  be seated. 

H e  then conversed with us on various subjects for half an  hour. 
The Amir Sllir Ali Khiin had the a,ppeara.nce of a n  old, bu t  yet  very 

strong man, of a t  least 50. H e  was not very tall, and his thickset figure 
betokened strength alld energy. His  large bla,ck eyes looked out  pierc- 
ingly from under thick, s i i g l ~ t l ~  grey eyebrows. His  aquiline nose 
give a finish to the expression of his face, g i v i ~ ~ g  him a character of 
firmness. A large bushy bea.rd, slightly grcy, descended to  his breast. 
He spoke in a sonorous, firm, and solnewhat hoarse voice ; the  hoarseness 
was clue to a cold, wliich he afterw:r.rds roml,la.ined of, and asked my 
a.id for. l'lle meta.1 helmet wit.h ostrich feat,hers on the  top  d ~ d  not 
Irecome the Amir a t  all, as i t  covered his rather low forehead ; i t  gave him 
the cllarsct.er of a sava'ge ruler, parading iu  pencocl;'~ feathers. H e  
wore a uniform of blur, with red braid across the r igh t  shoulder. 'I'he 
nnilbrm wa,s girded wit,h a gold-laced sash ; to  t,he sash hung  a sabre 
tllc hilt of wl~icll, richly ol.namented with g i l t  damaicening, of very fine 
jvork, testilicd in a certain degree to  the worth c f the bla,de itself; tlle 
hilt had no sword knot. On the  breast of his uniform, which was 
worked in gold and silk, there was not a single order or any  mn.rk of 
di~t~inct ion.  His trousers 11 cre tlle usual (;eneral's trousers wit11 red 
fitxi ~ P S .  

Tlle Amir ta,lkctl a. grea,t clenl a h o ~ ~ t  Russia with the con~nlandant of 
tllr Mission ; among otllcr things, about tlle l ~ u t l ~ b e r  of i ts inllabit;lnts, 



nulnber of troops, amount of the revenue, &c He also :Isked wlletheP 
there were railways in Russia. Having received a reply in the afirma- 
tive, lie asked if there were any in tlie Turkistin province also. It was 
generally observable that  the Amfr wished t o  ascertain as milch as pas- 
sible about the country with whicl~ he wished to conclude a friendly 
alliance. I n  front of the terrace were drawn up our Cossack escort 
with their arms a t  the " present." The Amir enquired about the Cossacks 
aud wished to  see the rifle exercise, which was carried out by the Cossacks, 
under Nazirov's word of command, to  his evident satisfsction. 'I'hen 
the A m i r  wished to inspect a Berdan rifle, and one of the Afgh;in Colo~lels 
standing by the balustrade outside the terrace a t  once brought one. The 
A n ~ i r  a t  once, witllout any explanation from the members of the Mission, 
cocked and let down the cock of the rifle, saying that its construction was 
partly known to him. He then gave the rifle back and ordered his breecli- 
loaders to be brought. I do not know of what system they were, bnt 
remember that Colonel Razgonov spoke approvingly of them, The Amir 
tlien explained tha t  these rifles were made in Kabul by Afghin me- 
chanics and entirely by hand labour. 'l'here are no machines in the 
KBbul rifle manufactory. 

I do not know how long: our visit lasted in this manner, but suddenly 
a wind sprang up, chang~ng  afterwards into a regular hurricane. A 
dust-storm commenced filling the whole garden and soon reached the 
terrace. The I\rnir then concluded the audience. 

MTe returned home in the same order, accompanied by the Wazir and 
the Kemnrib. I must remark that  during our autlience, of all the Afgllhn 
officials, o~ i ly  these two were present. Tlie dust-storm increased to sncl~ 
a degree that  after a few steps nothing could be diutinguishecl. The 
mind a t  the same time mas quite hot. 

I t  was only after an hour that  the dusty gloom dispersed and the 
~ k y  again became clear. 

On tlie morning of the 3 l s t  J l ~ l g  ( 1  2th August) I was awakened by 
a sharp shock of earthquake, shaking the whole house. It hap- 
pened ahout Y A.M. Soon after the first shock, a second followed 
still than the first. 'I'he llouse shook to its very foundations. 
How great tlie shaking was, may be judgetl from the fact that the 
beams and in the windows began to  crack, and everytlling in the 
room was in danger of Leirlg thtown down. This, however, ended 
the e a r t l q ~ ~ a k e ,  ant1 it was not rcpeatecl. 

The Wazir afterwards told us that  eartliquakes were not st all 
nnllsual in spring and the beginning of summer ; at the present time of 
the year they rarely occurred. Eartl~rluakes here are generally not severe ; 
sc,tnetimes, however, but very rarely, there are very severe earthquakes 
Rccompsniecl Ly considerehle clamage. Some of the members of the 
&xission expressed a desire to go out walking in the town, but received 
the nsual veto from the commanclnnt of the hfi~sion. 

On the 1st Augnst (13th August) tlre Cfen~ral went to the Amir 
alone. ?he Wazir and Mossin K116n, who again appenrod, alone accom- 
panied him. During the last three (lays RIo~sin K116n hat1 Irardly Iwen 
seen a t  all amongst us. 'I'he KemnBL, too, rarely camc, and then only for 
a few minutes. 

On the evening of this day the town wag illnminated, and we ad- 
mired i t  Erom the roof of the southern wing. The KBbulia let off rockets, 



burnt Bengal fire, and in some places monograms were seen in fire. 
the near-lying hills bonfires were seen, placed : ~ t  various distances 

fl-om each other. The illumination continued for about an hour. l 'he 
Wazir did not fail to inform 11s that  the illumination was made by the 
people in honour of the arrival of the Russian embassy." This statement 
was in fact a very important one, for i t  sho~ved tbat  not only mere the 
yenl)Ie n o t  hostile to the ltussian Mission, but that  they were very pleased 
at their arrival. For the first time they showed very plainly marlis of 
tlleir respect for it. For a comrncncement, this was very good. On the 
following day the General again went to the Amir. Ou this occasion 
he went to present the presents sent by the Governor-General of Turkis- 
tLn to the Arnir. These presents were, to speak openly, beneath all, 
even the most indulgent, criticism. They comprised the following 
t'hings :- 

(1) A walking stick, thickly studded with turquoise, as if i t  was 
in a turquoise case, with garnets on the handle. Do not be 
agitated, reader, a t  the words " thickly studded with tur- 
quoise.'' These are the local turquoise, the so-called Kolihand 
ones, and of very little value. The work on the stick was also 
native, done by the Sarts, and by no nieans fine. This stick 
was valried in TAshlcand a t  600 roul~les ::about 950 rupees). 

(2) A turqnoise belt, silver bucliles, gold clasp, valued at  400 
roubles (about 630 rupees). 

(3) Some pieces of brocade. The load with these pieces was only 
opened in Kgbul and displeased us all with its contents. 
Tlbe brocade was oE very averaqe quality, and could by no 
means bear comparison with I n d ~ a n .  However, the agent who 
bought it (Nicolaev) said that  50 to 100 roubles the arshin 
was paid for it (34 to 68 rupees the yard, more or less). 
Besides this, the pieces were of very limited qnautity. 

(4) Several robes, brocade, velvet, and-horror !-cotton, trimmed 
with one or two rows of lace. The load with these was 
also received from the agent and not opened until we reach- 
ed Kbbul. 

It is needless to say that  its contents perturbed us no less than those 
oE the preceding package. Fancy sencling as presents for the Amir, 
thc rrller of an extensive country, and in addition a man who had been 
in India and knew the value of sllch things, simple cotton robes !-such 
rol~es as  are ~ ~ s u a l l y  niveu by district commanders of tlle Governor-General 
of 'rnrkistin to village Ak-sakgls l I do not really know what to liken 
sucll an act to. 

'l'hese werc all the presents. I t  was evident that  such presents could 
not he suitlably offcred to thc Amir on bellalf oE the em1)assy. It was 
nccessn1.y to arrange something and set this ugly story of the presents 
straight. 

I 1  l h c  commandant of the Mission arranged i t  in the following 
manner. He took his tllrec best horses, given him I,y the Amir of 
HlikliAra, ordered thcm to he saddled with the effective saddles, also 
g i v ~ ~ i  by tlie Amir, with the brocade saddle-cloths over them. The 
bridles were set) with turqnoises, with buckles of coral 011 their forelwads. 

* It  wne of colirne dona hy order of the Amfr, a~rd wns not a spontaneoue ebullition of 
feeling ae npp~rently eupposed by tlie author-Translator. 



This formed, tllougll not a very valuable present, yet an effective one 
which took the eye. 

'l'hen the General took the best of the robes also given hinr by the 
Amir of Bukhira  a t  Karshi. There were real brocades with gold 
embroidered flon.ers and also real Cashmeres-all presents from the gener- 
ous ruler, our neighbour. 

After this there were added lo the presents the following things : 
A Berclan rifle, infantry pattern, with bayonet attached ; a Berdan r~fle, 
cavalry pattern ; an excellent Lancaster rifle ; also a revolver of Smith 
and Wesson's, No. 2 pattern. All these arms belonged to various 
members of the Mission. To all this was also added two silver services 
for tea and dessert. 

The presents were made up in  this manner, but  in t ru th  would not 
have cost more than four or five thousand roubles, but  they were pretty 
numcbrous in quantity. Although our General had told the Amir at  our 
first audience that our country was vast and abundant, hut  poor in 
money, nevertheless it ought to have sent the Amir richer presents. 
It is clear tha t  presents, and valuable ones, should have been sent, but 
not money. This I think requires no explanation ; it explains itself. 

The next day the Wazir came to our residence a t  the head of several 
men bearing some trays on their heads, covered with brocaded covers. 
H e  came iuto our general room, where we usually dined, drank tea, and 
collected to talk, kc., ancl commenced the following speech :- 

" General Siihib ! The Amir Sahib sends to you and to all tlie 
persons under your command, both h i g l ~  alid low, and also to all tlle 
Cossacks, " jigits," and followers, his salaam. And by me he seurls 
to the messengers of the great Monarch these small presents and re- 
quests you not to refuse, but to accept them." After this he ordered the 
trays to be put upon the floor and took off the covers. On the trays lay 
eleven little b :~gs ,  apparently with money. 

'J'lie (;enera1 in an  agitated manner asked, " W h a t  is this ? " 
To this question the Wazir repl~ed that  on the trays was 331 1,000 in 

AfghBn money. 
r 1 I hpn the General mas not slow in  protesting against such a present, 

saying that  amongst us Russians i t  was not allowed either to give money 
as presents nor receive i t  from any one whatever, tha t  consequently the 
Amir's present could not be acc-epted, but that t l ~ e  M azir should expess 
the acknowledgments of the Mission to the Amir for his attention to 
them. 

The Wazir, however, could apparently not a t  all understand ~ 1 1 ~ '  

cuch a present coald not 1,e received by the Mission and consequently 
stllck to his point. 

" Amongst as,)J he saicl, " if the Amir SBhib loves any one and wishes 
to honour him, he gives liirn :L present in n ~ o ~ ~ e y , i f  a t  the t ~ m e  he has money, 
or elbe, but more rarely, various other things. Now, however, the 
Amir Pihib can give the Missiorr nothing except this insignificant sum 
of money. " l'he General continued to refuse, saying that with Russians 
i t  was not the custom to receive presents of money. Finally, tlie w a z i r  
insisted that  the English, when the Amir hBhib was amongst them as ;I 

guest in India, also gave the Amir a present in  moury or cl~irf ly ill 
money. 

The comrnandaiit of the hliusion, howcver, con t i~~ued  obstinately t o  



refuse ; he asserted that the acceptance of such a present would be looked 
on unfavourably in Russia ; tha t  the Mission required no presents, kc. 

The I%-azir, however, stood t o  his colours. " What  the Amir SBhib has 
sent," said he, " I do not even dare to  call a present. This is nothing 
but fruit money. It appears that, even in  Europe, i t  is the custom to  
give foreign ambassadors money for some of their expenses. Why does 
the Russian Mission not wish to receive money from my lord ? I know 
that by refusing to accept this trifle you will greatly mortify the Amir 
Sahib, and he will certainly consider himself ins~~lted." 

Then the commandant of the Mission a t  last decided to accept 
this present, which was in no way desired by us, and there and then 
expressed his intention of expending the money for the benefit of tlle 
native charitable institutions. I think, however, that  the General would 
have met with no less difficulties in carrying out his intentions than he 
had in altogether refusing to accept this money, for although in Afghinis- 
tiin there exist a ministry, schools, posts, ant1 even ~brinting presses, yet 
no charitable institutions exist on tlris virgin (from a civilisecl point of 
view) soil. 

During several days these eleven little sacks lay in one of the niches 
in the wall as if neglected, but afterwards they were taken to a proper 
place and used for an object whiclr had nothing to do with charity. 

We soon ascertained that  the Amir received from India daily and 
weekly English papers. As we received no Russian papers, this was the 
only way of ascertaining what was going on in tlie world. Consequently 
M. Maleviuski expressed a wish to the General to  make use of the Eng- 
lish papers received by the Amir. The General told the Wazir of this 
wish, and in a day or two we received some numbers of a paper published 
at Allahabad. This paper was called " I%e TI-ibune oJ' Indiu ;" the 
numbers were from t!*e l o t h  July (22nd July) .  From this paper we 
learnt, amongst otller thingg, that  the English sllarply followed the 
journcy of the Russian Missloll to Kiibul; the last news about i t  in the 
r q e r  was on the passage of the Mission over the Amh-Darya. In  a 
leading article they r .~ther  airily expressed an opinion that  the Ru~sians 
would not succeed in getting further than IlazCr-i-Sharif, that tlre Amir 
Sliir Ali would not receive the Mission at Kjbul, &c. I n  tlre paper they 
also a,nnonnced the death of the (;overnor of Afghiin Turlcistan, Sardhr 
Sllit-dil Khiin, who was called " one of the most devoted friends and ser- 
vants of t l ~ e  Amir." 

From this paper we also learnt the Oonvention concluded betwecn 
England and Tu~kcy ,  the result of which was to secure to the Englisli, 
or rather to Lord 13eaconsfiel(l, the Islancl of Cyprus. Albout the I3~rliu 
Con5rt.s~ they spokc, as onc miglrt have expected, as of our of thc r~lost 
glorlons acts of tlle English premie~. Tile sittings of tlie ( ' 01 ig r~~s  \VCW 

quite finished ; about the desl>at,ch of an Ambassador to  Afg1i;ini~tin 
thcy did not sa,y a singlc wortl. As a curiosity I may state t l l n t  the 
conimnrlclant of tlle Mission was callccl in tlie pnpthr Gencr:ll Al)r:~mov, 
tlle (;overnor of Samarcand. I must rclnark that Gencrsl Al)rnlnov 11:1(1 

loft S:~mal.cancl two ythars b~ fo re  the Mission started, and was a t  the 
time t,hc Gov~rnor  oE tllc Ferg,.hiina ~rovince. To see silcll n mistlalie 
ol)stinat,elg rc.peat,~(l for a long time in a n  Englisl1 paper was mtIhcr 
st,~.:~ngc, as thc ac1cnrncy of the English is well kuown, and they Eollowccl 
tlrc Mission vcry attentively stcp Iby step. 



The papers were a considerable relief to the monotony of our existence 
from day to day within the four walls of our residence. 

On the 3rd (15th) August I had almost my first medical practice in 
Ktibul-a very important but, alas! a very sad case. 

About 4 P.M. the commandant of the Mission called me t o  him and 
ordered me to  prepare to  go out  as quickly as possible. At  the same 
time he told me that the youngest son of the Amir, aud heir-apparent, 
Abdulla J i n ,  had been suddei~ly taken serio~isly ill. I n  consequence of 
this the Amir had asked the commandaut for the aid of the Doctor of the 
Mission, and that I was ~ iom to go to the sick prince. Taking with me 
the travelling medicine chest, both interpreters and the apothecary, I 
went to the appointment. 

Supposing that  the prince lived in the AmirJs house, I did not order 
the horses to  be saddled, and so we started on foot. It appeared, however, 
that  the prince lived in another house-quite separate from that  of his 
father-which was in the centre of the town. We thusbad to  traverse 
the town for a t  least a verst. 

Our road a t  first lay through the AmirJs garden. From i t  we passed 
through the western gates and issued from the Lower Ba16 Hissir. 
Beyond the gates is an extensive open space, which at the time appeared 
very empty ; then we went on in a westerly direction for about a quarter 
of an hour through a rather crowded street, bordered on each side by 
occasional fruit trees; here there mere numerous shops to which many 
people were crowding. 1 did not meet with eveu t l ~ e  slightest sign of 
ill-will from the people, nor mas one sour look cast upon us Europeans. 
Simple curiosity mas imprinted on the faces of the inhahtant s who met 
us. Some of the people saluted the Wszir, who was walking with us. 

W e  then stopped a t  a gate in a mud wall, locked on the illside. The 
m7azir knockecl, said a few words to  the porter, and the door opened ; part 
of the Afghin escort accompanying us remained in the street a t  the 
gates, and the remainder entered the court with us. - 

'l'he court was a small rectangle, surrounded on all sides by mnd 
walls; along the walls I perceived several palanquins, closely covered 
over. Around these palanquins were a crowd of attendants. We passed 
through a narrow wicket in the western wall of the court, and came 
out in  a small scluare, from which a stone staircase led us to  a small 
pavilion, 50 feet long and Y O  feet wide, and built on a high base. It 
was supplied with European windows, very small, with glass in them. - 

 hei inside of the pavilion, however, did not by any means harmonise 
with the ontside; there was not a trace of furniture in it. I n  the centre 
of the room-for the pavilion only consisted of one room-was seen a 
group of people surrou~lding a bed. Upon this bed lay the sick prince to 
whom I was to afford medical aid. 

He mas a youth of 16  years of agP, as those surrounding him informed 
me, but looked still almost a child, thin and weak. He lay on a bed. A 
fa t  man, wit,l~ an observant loolr, was supporting his head; th i s  aft,erwards 
proved t o  he the native court physician of the Amfr, the " AkhGud." Tho 
sick youth's eyes were closed, he breathed heavily and ~tert~oronsly, and 
groaned slightly. First of all I asked those surror~nding him a.l,ont his 
illncss. To my question, " What is the matter with him, and how,long 



has he been ill ?" &c., I received the reply that lie had been ill for 4 0 
hours; that he had been taken with palpitation of tlie heart when in t l ~ e  
Kollist&n ; that  they had brought tlie sick prince from the hills into 
IiBbul and given him some remedies, &c. After this I commenced to 
diagnose his case. 

My diagnosis gave the following results. The sound of his breathing 
was not clear, stertorous, and, as i t  were, hard. The tones of the heart could 
hardly be distinguished, and were accompanied by noise.. The beat of tlie 
heart was pretty strong, and a t  the same time of the cliaracter which in 
technical language is called " diffuse.') The pulse was very weak-about 
100 beats per millute. The stomach was very painful to pressure ; a by 
no means strong pressure evoked groans of pain from tlie sick youth ; ~t 
was much distended with flatulence. I n  the lower part of the stomach 
e dull sound was perceived on its being stl*uck. The sick person was in 
an unconscious state and sometimes delirious. I could not measure the 
temperature of the body with the thermometer, but i t  was high to the 
touch. These symptoms were sufficient for me to see the chief gravity of 
the disease did not by any means consist of the "palpitation of the heart" 
which the native doctors pointed out, as the chief symptom of the disease, 
but disturbance in the stomach. It was also evident tliat not only was 
the mucus membrane of the intestine in a state of disease, but it was 
also higlily probable that  there was in this cask inflammation of the 
peritoneum. Having made this diagnosis, I did what probably any other 
doctor would have done in my place. Inwardly I gave a preparation of 
opium and prussic acid, and outwardly I ap  lied ice. Local bleeding e could not be resorted to, as there was no possi ility of obtaining leeches. 
Having passed about two hours a t  tlie sick boy's bed, 1 had to go back and 
inform the commandant of the Mission of the sick youth's condition. 
Towards the end of my visit the prince became a little better. We 
returned by the same way. 

On reaching home, I informed the General of the very dangerous con- 
dition of the sick prince. 

A t  7 P.M. I again had to go to my patient. Just then a messenger 
arrived from liim with the information t'hat the prince, who had been 
easier during my presence with liim, had again begun to [Pel worse. On 
reaching tlie prince's house (this time we rode), I looked at the prince's 
vomit and found in i t  completely uncoolzed little pieces of fruit, se~ds ,  and 
grain. Wlien I asked what they had fed the sick person with, I received 
t l l p  ~ ~ r p l y  tliat not long before my arrival and witllout my authority they 
had given him stewed apricots. 

'l'he patient presented the same appearance generally as on my first 
visit. Now I remained with him until 10 o'clock. The prince appa- 
rpntlly again became easier, and as I had the orders of the command- 
a l l t  n o t  to remain in the pavilion for the night, I had to re t~l rn  to the resi- 
dence of the Mission. Tlle return took place by torch-light, for in I<ILnl 
110 s t r ~ e t  lighting exists. Tlic unfortunate prince was n o t  fated to see 
tlw morning of the following day. He died almost in my arms wlien I 
went to  him for thc third time at 12 o'clock a t  night. 

O n  t h ~  following day the General again went t'o the Amir. He  
exl~csscd to the Amir Iii:: condolences for his irreparable loss. Notwith- 
standing tlia,t, Shir Al i  Khin  hat1 lost his heir-apparent, lie bore himself 
ve1.y bravely, and said with apparent firmness that his afI3iction was a 



very hei~vy one. "But what can I do ? (; od gave, and God has taken away 
again," said he, repeating the well-known biblical phrase. 

We heard scarcely auything about the prince's funeral,-that is, ,we 
OI  rly heard that  he was buried very unosteo tatiously, quietly,-in fact 
all~lost secretly. 

After this event the project oE the  APghLn-Russian convention 
was changed with reference to the points concerning the order of the 
AfghQn succession. lnetead of the paragraph " The limperor of Russia 
recognises h l d u l l a  J i n  as the heir-apparent of the  Afghin  throne" was 
written " The Emperor of Russia recognises as heir-apparent whoever 
may be selected by the  Amir Shir Ali Khin." Soon after this the Amir 
received a n  intimation from the Anglo- 1 ndian Government of tlie intended 
despatch of an  embassy to Kibul .  The English authorities requested the 
Amir to receive their embassy " according to the customs of hospitality as 
a good neighbour of India should do." 

This information was most unwelcome.* The Amir, after his difference 
with the English in  1s76, did not a t  all expect such an embassy from them. 
It will be understood that,  under the present circumstances, he did not 
wish to receive the embassy in Kibul ,  and in general did not wish to 
have any relations with the Anglo-Indian authorities. The AmirJs reply 
is well known. H e  did not, however, give a direct refusal, but urged, as 
the reason for refusing, mourning for his son. But the English were not 
caught with this bait and continued to i ~ ~ s i s t  energetically on the recep- 
tion of their Mission in Kibul. After this the Amir clearly expressed 
his inability to  receive the English embassy a t  K4bul.t  

Whilst General Stolietov held po?c~parlers with the AEghLn Oov- 
ernment, the remaining members of the Mission sat within the four 
walls of their palace and indulged in unjoyous reflections. Not a step 
beyond the gates of their quadrangle ! It was very wearisome thus to 
si t  here, and why should we do so? For had not the Afghins-not only 
the ruling powers, but  the populace-received us well ?-conscquently we 
had nothing to  fear from the celebrated hatred of the AfghLns to Euro- 
peans, so much spoken of by English writers on AEghin fanaticism. 
Besides, the English in this case, in speaking of the hatred of Afghins to 
Europeans, have intentionally or ui~intentinnally f a l l ~ n  into a simple 
clerical error. 'l'hey shoultl have spoken of the hatred of the Afgllins to 
t h e  English and not to Enropeana, for ( I . ~ f l , y )  the English are all El~ro- 
peans ; (2ndly) the Afghiins, until the arrival of the Russian Embassy in 
Kibul ,  had never seen any other Europeans except English. It was for 
the English voluntarily to nourish, so to speak, in the Afghins a feeling 
ot' hatred to " Faringis " ( ISurop~an-English) . The statements of Elpllin- 
s tow, Burnes, and some other English authors, clearly say that  a t  the 
commencement of their acquaintance with the English, the AfghQne 
nourished no hostile feeling towards them. 'l'his hatred only ~howed 
itself aEter the campaign of the nominee of England, Amir Sh ih  Siijah, 
in  IS35-39 ; and finally this hatred increased after the catastrophe of 
1541, which was caused by the early English administrators, commencing 

* Literally, " fell like enow upon the bend."-Tvanslrctor. 
t I must, however, remark that the Amir S l ~ i r  Ali Klir~n, 1,efore him finnl nnRwer to the 

colnmnr~icntion of tlie Englisli Govc.rnlne~~l, applied for advice to Getlel.t~l Stnliotov, ~ ~ r k i n g  
how he ~ h o u l ~ l n c t  in the caae. Gerieral Ytolictov ndvised tlie Atnir not to receive the Eriglieh 
Embusy in K6bul 



to atlminister Kibul and the AfghBn kingdom according to their own 
'L'his hatred was strengthened still more in the AfghBns by the 

senseless, wholly unjustifiable reirenge of 1842-a revenge in which the 
English rivalled, if they did not surpass, the ancient Vanllals. 

As the reader sees, ihere were not a few causes for this hatred towards 
tlie English springing up in the AfghQns. It was not witllout a cause 
that the word " Ingliz" (Englisl~) became an  insulting and shameful 
one to an AfghBn. 

The past of the Russians with reference to tlle Afghins was quite 
different. Here there were no blood-accounts to settle. The Russians 
were always honored by the Afghins. Even a Russian church was re- 
spected by the Afghins, as the Englishman, Dr. Gerard, bears witness to.* 
Up lo the present time the Afghins have known nothing but good of 
the Kussians; they kliew that Russia was a great and glorious nation, 
that the Russian people were magnanimous, kind, and indulgent even 
to conquered nations of a different faith and race. Russian Turkistin 
lies close to AfghinistBn, and the prosperous condition of the natives con- 
quered by us, and secured to them since the time of the occupation of the 
Khanates by Russia, is too well kuown not to  be patent to the eyes of every 
inhabitant of Central Asia, and not to be recognised in even the most out- 
of-the-way corners of Central Asia, and all the more so of Afghiinistfin. t 
Eipo,  the Afghins not only could have no hatred for us Russians, 
but would not even be badly ciisposed towards us. One therefore now 
asked oneselE why i t  was necessary to sit  within the four walls of our 
palace, and thus to subject ourselves to voluntary incarceration. 

To justify this sedentary state of ours the General adduced the follow- 
ing reasons : " Thc Amir has repeatedly told me," said he, " that pro- 
bably there are numerous E n ~ l i s h  spies and agents hidden in KQLul and 
generally throuphout AfghQnisGn. Naturally i t  would he very pleasing 
to  tlie English if anything inoypol.tune happened to the Russian Mission, 
and the aplbointed ICnglish spies and agents, who are very well paid, are 
always wakching their opportunity. If any insult were offered to the 
Russian Mission by these agents, i t  would cast a shadow on the friendly 
relations now entered into with AfghBnistin, and the Amir prizes these 
friendly relations, now entered into with Russia, too much to risk this. 
This is wlly he advised the Mission to be on their guard as much as 
possible wit11 reference to the population." 

It may very likely be the case that the Amir's fears were well-founded. 
I will not criticise these protestations, as t,he subsequent events, recounted 
in my sccond volume, themselves direct the reader to the requisite criti- 
cism. 

In the meantime many native sick commenced to come to me for 
medical aid. I~ndicrous incidents used ~ometimes to happen between me 
and my patients. These wpre caused partly by my imperfect knowledge 
of t1lle l a n g ~ l a ~ e .  The interpreters of the Mission under t(1iese circum- 
stallces, i t  is nectll~ss to say, ditl rill they conld. I will let the reader judge 
from the following fact. Once a native came t o  me. By questions to 
the patient, carried on tl~rougll an interpreter, it appeared that he had 

* Jor~r.nnl of 12sint.i~ Society, Rcngnl. Vol. 11. 
t Curiously en?r~gl~, we (lo IIOL I~cctr t h i s  pnllegyric from 11ntive eources.-TI analator. 



rllenmat ism in the muscles of the back and waist. I at once arrqnged far 
the apothecary to rub the affected parts of the body with a mixture of 
iodine. The apothecary conscientiously carried this out. At the end of 
the operation, i t  turned out that  i t  was not this native who was sick, 
but his rnofh~r who was left a t  home. Cases in which healthy persons 
came for advice for their sick relations and friends left a t  home, were by 
no means rare. Naturally nearly all these were unprovided with reme- 
dies, for no doctor having a respect for himself and his science mill pre- 
ecribe for persons he has not seen. 

I moulcl in these cases have willingly gone to  see the sick in their 
houses, in order to afford them assistar~ce to the best of my knowledge 
and means; but the political veto extended even to acts of mercy. I 
also much wished to inspect the native dispensary, which they told me 
was well built and did not look a t  all like a common drug-shop. I wished, 
but kept silence. 

The diseases wllich came under my observation here were the follow- 
jng : Fevers, rheumatism, catarrhs of the mucoris membrane, of the con- 
junctive membrane of the eye ; diseases of the nervous system (neuralgia, 
one case of epilepsy), skin diseases (eczema). The material generally was 
not very rich (from a scientific point of view), but more could not be 
collected. I was only in Kibul  twelve days in all. 

On the 8th (20th) August after dinner the commandant of the 
Mission informed us that  we might prepare to walk in  the Amir's gardens. 
Naturally this proposition was received by us with the greatest del~ght,  for 
it was our first walk in KBbul ! Burnes and Masson greatly praise the 
Amir's gardens, and these gardens are placed outside the town, conse- 
quently we should have to pass through the whole town, perhaps through 
the bazar. 'I'his would be capital. 

A bitt,er disappointment, however, awaited us. W e  went on foot, 
some in our white uniform coats, some in cloth ; the General was in full 
uniform with his orders on. The circumstance that  we started on foot 
mas itself a bad omen. If the Amir's gardens had been the object of 
our walk, we should have had to go on horseback, as the distance from 
the B i l i  Hissir to the gardens is considerable. 

W e  went about a hundred paces from our palace and halted in front 
of the closed daors of the already well-known residence of the Amir. 

The doors were at once opened, and we, with the Wazir a t  the 
head and Mossin Khin a t  the tail, entered the dried-up little garden in 
which was the palace of the Amir Shir Ali KhQn. 

We halted a t  the tank and some arm-chairs and chairs were a t  once 
brought from the rooms of the Amir. Some time passed, and then it 
became plain that thrther than this little garden we were not to go,-that 
this was to be our walk in the Amir's garden. The Wazir quickly sent for 
tea, and fruitsand sweetmeats made their appearance on a table-cloth spread 
on the ground. We all thought that the Amir would come to us and 
pass the evening with us; but he did not favour us with his company. Soon 
only the Wazir with the General and Colonel remained over the dessert; 
the remaining members of the Mission scattered to different corners of 
the uninj~itinp garden. This garden was conspic~lous for the almost 
complete absence of fruit trees,-a few apricots, peaches, and pear trees, 
and that was all. To these we must add two barberry walks and a 
small dried-up vinery. Vinee apparently grew without any help from man. 



Formerly this vinery was probably a very fine one; the dried stumps of 
vines 1 foot in diameter still remained. There was no fruit on the vine. 
There were also no peaches; the apricots were poor; the pears, i t  is true, 
were of very good flavour, but there was very little fruit on the trees. 
Mossin Khdn informed us that this pear xas called the Samarkand pear, 
and was considered t,he best in Kibul.  * * * * * * 

About 7 P.M. we returned from the garden to  our residence. On 
this same day we received the post from Tishkand. Amongst other things 
General Kaufmann informed General Stolietov that he had received a 
telegram from the W a r  Minister in which the Turkistdn Government 
were ordered not to make an offensive movement with the detach- 
ments collected in the Alsi, J im ,  and a t  Petro Alexandrovsk. Further, 
the Governor-General informed him that he expected orders to  disperse 
the detachments and send bacl; the troops to their winter quarters. 

Referring to political events in Europe, the Governor-General wrote 
that he had received a private telegram in which it was stated that  Bjtfirn 
was allotted to Russia a t  the Berlin Congress, but that, on the other hand, 
England had occupied the Island of Cyprus.* Montenegro was to remain 
within its former limits. 

Nothing was said in the telegram about Bulgaria and Servia. 
Further, the Governor-General apologised for not sending papers for 

the Mission by the post, but according to him this was owing to the 
fact that a t  TBshkand they werc without papers in consequence of the 
bad order of the post road on the line of the Syr-Darya. This interrup- 
tion was caused by the usual summer floods on this river. 

On tlze following day the commandant of the Mission went to  the 
Amir, accompanied by M. Malevinski. A t  the Amir's n4alevioski met 
sorne KQzi, Abdul KQdir,? who afterwards played a most important 
palst at the Court of Shir Ali Khdn. This Kizi, an emigrant from 
Peslldmr, some years before had been in the service of the East India 
Government. For some reason or other the obscurity connected with him, 
even aEterwards, remained unexplained. He  left the English service, 
and suspecting, as he said, an attempt on his freedom by the English, he 
left India for Kibul, slid had now lived for some years a t  the Amir's 
Court. This Kdzi spoke English excellently ; he usually carried on the 
Amir's English correspondence, read him the English papers received in 
Kdbul, and generally enjoyed, as i t  appeared, the full confidence of the 
Amir. 

Naturally Malevinski and the Krizi talked to their hearts' content in 
the piping$ language of the islanders. * * * * * * 

Roth I and the other members of the Mission wished very m~rch to  
make ourselves acqua.inted with the sta.ples of native trade. Burnes 
speaks in such terms of praise of the local bazars, of the ever-struggling 
motley crowd of buyers and sellers in them. 

I n  his book '' KQbul " he gives a detailed summary of goods imported 
into Kiibul from India and Russia. I t  would have been interesting to 
verify Burnes' data. It would not have been less interesting to make 

* Tllie we knew a lrc~dp froin the Anglo-1111lian papers. 
t He nfterwnrd~ did good eervice under Sir Lepcl Griffin at K&bul.-Tkanslalor. 
$ Why thie I don't know. In origin111 " bird-like."-Tru~.slntor. 



oi~rselves acquainted with products of Indian and also of Cashmere rnanll- 

facture. 'I'hc celebrated Cashmere shawls, we heard, were sold here at a 
comparatively cheap rate. It was impossible, however, to go t o  the 
bazar with this object, as there could not even be any question about it, 
owing to the reasons known to the reader. The Wazir, however, pro- 
mised to form a miniature bnzar in our palace itself. 

On the 9th ( 2  1st) Augilst some Afghin  merchants brought some 
l~undles of various goods into the  court of our "mud quadrangle," and in 
a few minutes a small bazar mas formed. The merchants were all pure 
Afghins. Wi th  them came the Wazir and Kemnib Muhummad Hus- 
sain Khiin. 

First of all the merchants spread out on tables the bul~dles of Cash- 
mere shawls, amongst which there mere several kinds. I think i t  is no 
use my describing them, as these shawls are well linown to Europeans, 
sometimes under their own name and sometimes as Turkish shawls. Some 
of them were of very fine pattern, but yet there were few of them remark- 
able for the fineness of their texture. 

There were here none of those fabulously fine shawls which, according 
to rumour, will almost pack into a thimble. The cost of one of these 
amounted to from 33150 to 400. 

The General bought six shawls of various kinds. 
After this followed Indian brocades and satin materials. The price 

of these varied from R.5 to 50 the arshin (=2Q feet). 'l'he General 
also bouqht several pieces of these materials. After this the merchants 
Groizglit 111 native Kibul  manufactures : fur  cloaks, fur pelisses, slippers, 
and other trifles. Tlle General bought several fur coats (postins), and 
also slippers which were riclily sewn with gold. After this riding mate- 
rials-sadclles, bridles, saddle-cloths-wer~ brought into the room impro- 
vised as a bazar. These were all of English make, and the cost of a 
sadtlle was from A120 to A175. 

These were all the articles in our bazar. For all the things bought the 
General paid a good sum of money. Several sacks of rupees, out of tllc 
Rl1,000 presented by the Amir, passed into the sinewy hands of the 
Afgllin merchants. 

All the things bought were intended, according to the General's state- 
ment, for the T6shkancl museum as specimens of Afghin trade. 

'IBe Mission soon began to sicken again with fever. Zam6n-beg and 
Nizirov were specially affected. Two Cossacks were also down with i t  
with a temperature of 104" F. It was necessary to dose both sick and 
well persistently with quinine. The General, for instance, made a prac- 
tice of taking 5 grains of quinine in "vodkaJ' every day before dinner 
and supper. 



CHAPTER X. 

An ullexpected surprise-The Afgl14n War Minister-llepnrture h.om RBbul-Sl~ort llistory 
of the 'l'own of KBbul-20 days' journey from I<ibnl to S:nn.zrka~ld--O~~ the bank of t]le 
Amu again-Gui1t.y without any c~~irne-ln Slla111.-i-S:~hz-'l'l~r 1:lnt nigl,t of  the joilr- 
ney-Arrival in 8:1n1~1rka11d of the first AfgllR~~ Mission.-Rccel)tioi~ given them in 
S:~inr~rkn~~d and TBshktuid-Departure of Oeot~lxl St.olietor to Livstlii~.--The relllnil~illg 
part of the Mi~s io t~  receives orders to  l.em:~in i n  Iiibul for all ul~limitcd time-Short 
generr~l view of the BQlniQn I-onte-Nun~ber of m;ri.cl~es. 

The departure of tlie Mission from KQbul took place on the  11th  
(23rd) August. It was sudden and consequently somewhat strange. Even  
on tlie evening. of the day  previous neitlier I nor any  of the  other mem- 
Lers of the Mlssion knew of this  departure, aud t l~ougl i t  i t  would take 
place, as at first proposed, not earlier than the 18th  to  ?Oth August (SOtll 
August to 1 s t  September). However, this  event took place on tlle 11 th  
(2.3rd) August under the  following circumstances :- 

On the 10th (B2nd) August  the  General returned from the  Amir  
with S:trdCr l>ovcha Kllin,* the  W a r  Minister of Afghinis t in .  This  
Sardir  was a man of enormous stature with harsh features. A t  t h e  
most one would fix his age  a t  -15, and his atliletic frame left  not  a shade 
of' doubt as  to  his great streugth and iron constitution. Wlien he 
entered the  reception room, which usually served as  the collecting 
for all the members of the Mission, a serv ;~nt  b roug l~ t  i n  a pipe af ter  
him with n long chibdk, curled round in  a n  endless number of rings. 
l'he pipe itself, however, was not brought in, bu t  left  in the west room, 
from which the  chibdk (mouth-piece) was brought in. This  was a real 
Turkish " Kaliiin," tlie first seen by me in  ~ f g h i n i s t C n .  The natives 
generally, both Afgllins, Uzbaks and 'l'iijik-s,. use a pipe of local, very 
indifferent construction. A pumpkin reservoir for water, a simple clay 
pipe bowl, sometimes with a small iron netmorlc, upon which is laid the 
tobacco and coals, a reed pipe stem, 2 or 3 feet long, and there you have 
the  wliole construction of the pipe ( J i l ~ m ) .  

Tlie Minister s:rt w i ~ h  us for two hours, and  during nearly the whole 
time the pipe sent  us in its bubbling : ~ n d  gurgl iug sounds from the  next  
room. 

The Sardir ,  however, each t ime t h a t  tobacco mas placed in t h e  bowl, 
only took one or two whiffs, after whicl~ the  pipe was refilled. 

When the Minister, after the first salutations, began 4 0  speak of horn 
soon General Stolietov would return t o  K i b u l  and whom he would t n k ~  
with him t o  Tishkand, we, tlie remaining members of t he  Mission, did 
not at all understand at first how new this  conversation mas to us. 
Addressing me the  Minister asked, " Does the Doctor Sti!lib go  with the 
General or remain in Kil)ul 1" 

I really ditl not know what  reply to  give him to the question, and tlw 
General himself answered for me, saying t h a t  this would be settlecl 



afterwards. Then addressing the Colonel and the remaining members 
of the Mission, the Minister begged them not to go away, promising 
them, in the name of the Amir, various distractions, rides, and walks in 
the town and environs, reviews of the Afghin trocps, &c. We sat like 
statues, not understanding what all this meant. 

It was only on the departure of the SardQr that  the General informed 
us that  he mould ride express to Tgshkand, that  he had not yet decided 
whom to take with him and whom to leave in KBbul; that  the part of 
the Mission left behind mould spend two or three weeks in KBbul ; that 
he, General Stolietov, was obliged by special circumstances t o  ride express 
from KQbul, and expected to accomplish the journey to Samarkand in 
12, or at the most in 14 days; he would ride alone in  order to gain time, 
as the whole Mission with all its luggage could not go fast. We then 
said that the Amir intended Losend a, large Mission to  TBshkand, inde- 
pendent of a few Afgh5n officials, who"would go with him, and in this 
Mission would be even included " a part of himself "-so the Amir Shir 
Ali K h i n  expressed it-his dear grandson, the  son of Muhammad Ali 
KhQn. 

" The remaining part of the Mission will," continued the General, 
" only remain in Kibul to  await the  formation of this embassy, as at  
present i t  is not ready and requires a certain time for equipping. I 
shall probably come from TLshltand to the Am6 or to TBsh-KGrgLn to 
meet this embassy. This will depend, however, upon circumstances; 
perhaps 1 shall not come." 

After this, having invited Colonel Rozgonov to  go with him, the 
General went into another room. They then conversed together for about 
half an hour. The Colonel then came out and informed me that the 
General had sent for me. When 1 entered the room, the General first 
asked me about my health. Thanking the General for his kindness, 1 
informed him that at present, apparently, I was quite free from fever and 
felt quite well. 

The General then asked whether I could bear such an express journey, 
if he took me with him to Tishkand. " We shall not even think 
of days' halts or rest ; we must ride 60 or 70 versts (40 to  463 miles) 
every day," added he. 

1 replied that I could not guarantee that  I should not fall ill on the 
journey, although at the present time I felt in perfect health, 

" And you wish to return to  Tishkand ? " he asked. 
I replied that  I would not refuse to  go to Tishkand. 
After this the General, having again expressed a fear lest I shall fall 

ill on the road, ordered me to get ready for the journey. He proposed 
that  we should leave KAbul the same day in the evening, With us 
would go 10 Cossacks and some " jigits. " All the remaining membere 
of the Mission would remain in Kiibul, The General ordered me not to 
take with me either b,lggage or any other loads. I consequently left 
all my property in Kabul, only taking with me a little linen and abso- 
lutely necessary clothes. I also left my servants with my property in 
Kabul. 

During the day the Wazir came several times to  the General with 
messages from the Amir and then went back. 

I n  the evening, however, we did not succeed in leaving the town, 
but early the following morning found us already outside the walls of 



the Bi16 HissBr. VCTith us to TBshkand went the Kemnib Muhammad 
Hassali K hiin, two Afghin C:olonels, the Amir's Aide-de-camp, Gliula,m 
Haidar l ih in ,  a rid some other Afghins. 'L'lie W a r  Minister, Dcvcha 
Khbn, and the Wazir, accompanied us almost half way from KBbul to 
Kalsh-i-KLzi. The i~~evieable and unwearying Mvssin K h i n  had to 
accompany us to the Amii. 

'I'hus I was once again on t l ~ e  road ; before us again was a journey, an 
express :111d difficult oue; behind us Kibul-that secret city to us Rus- 
sians-;~ city in which up to the time of the arrival of the present Mission 
only two or three Russians had been, during the whole pe~iod of its exist- 
ence. Let us cast a passing glance a t  the historical panorama of this 
city :- 

Icibul is a very apcient city. In, antiquity i t  is aot  inferior to 
Balkh and Biimiin, and perhaps even to  Babylon, Nineveh, and the otlier 
cities of the 014 world  which have low ago disappeared from the face 
of tlie eart'h. 

With tlie name of tliis city are connected sayings and faLles of ancient 
Persia and Seist&r. Thus tradition states that  Gibul, amongst many 
other cities, was subject to Rustam, and that the mother of this 
suppositiolis I r i n  liero, tlle beauty Rudtiba, was tlie daughter of the 
K ~ n g  Mihrab Sli6,h Ti j ik  of the Zollak dynasty.* Here in K6Lul 
ltustam met his sad er,\d, in consequence of tlre animosity of the local 
ruler. 

Greek ~~y t l i o logy ,  too, has not pqose? by tliis city without atten- 
tion. Tlle town of Nicaea, qs Kibul is called by tlie Greeks, was cele- 
brated owing to the fact that  here Bacchus obtained his double victory 
over the nymph Astlicia and the Indians. I n  consequence of this t,he 
town was also called Asticia owing to the first event and Inclopho~l 
owing to the secont1.t Persian and I ~ d i a t i  tales, too, have not passed 
over this town without notice. 'l'hus in the Zand Avesta it says t,hat 
the seventh country, forming Ormuztl, was Vaikaret,? and th.is country 
corresponds to the present Kibulistau ; the word " Diijgk'' (abode of the 
LIGjaks) is also applied t o  the couqtry of Zohik, LC. ,  to Kabu1.f J w  
tlir Vedas, the River " Kobl~a," i.e., the Koplien of SGiln-Sliln aed the 
present Kabul River, is mentioned.$ 

Tlie history of this city up to the time of the campsigns of 
Alexander of Macedon is obscure. But  in the histories of Alexander 
we also read almost n o t l ~ i ~ i g  about i t  ; a t  least the nqne of R ibu l  is 
not met with in them. One can only suppose that their Nioaea corre- 
sponds with the p r e s e ~ t  KBbul. 1 )  The Greek geographers of the first crn- 
tury of our era sometimes call lcibul Kabura, as, for instance, Pto]emy; 
sometimes Artospaua, as, for instance, Strabo. We read in thu Ltter : 
" Another road runs (from Ariaua to lndi ;~)  direct, through Bactriana to 
Artospana, the meeting-poiut of the three roads from Bactria in the 
Purapomisadi .T 

After the fall of Alexander's moparchy KQbul probably did not play 

* K4hnli~Lbn nnd Kdfiri~tiin, page 726, 
t ( ~ u n ~ i i n ~ l i ~ ~ r i ' s  , \ ~ ~ c i r n t  O e $ 3 g r ~ ~ p l ~ y  of Indin, pngt. 36. Lolldon, 1871. 
$ Ii~il)~ilistiin and KLfiristL~~, page 726; U I I ~  C u ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i ~ h l ~ r n  us ~rbove. 
( Cunuingl~am, pnge 37. 

( 1  Ditto, page 36. 
Strabo's Cfeograyl~y, Book XV, Chaytrr 11, para. 8, Ruseisu editiou. 



the lowest r61e in the serics of (7Jrcek kingdoms formed i l l  Cplltl.;ll 
Asia. 'Pllure is no doubt that  for a certain time i t  was a ~ I c ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
of the so-called Greco-Uactrisn kingdom. It is dilticult to suppose 
that  tlie rnlers of Bactria in their campaigns to India avoided this 
half-way house ( T E ~ O ~ O ~ ,  as Strabo calls Kibul) ,  and did not desire to add 
IiiLul to the " thousand cities which they conquered from the Indians." 
During a certain period, however, KBbulistin enjoyed complete independ- 
ence. Hermes is considered the last Greek king of KLhul. Ahout 
1C15 B.C. the Scythian king Kadphis took possession of this kingdom." 
Since then KBbul has been the capital of the Indo-Scythian monarchy. 
Considerably before this change the doctrine of Buddha sprung up in 
KBbulistcin. But Kaishka, the  most celebrated and powerful Scy- 
tllian monarch of Kribul, who lived in the commencement of the first 
century of our era,? proved the most staunch propagator of this reli- 
gious doctrine. The Chinese Buddhist pilgrims Fa-Syiin and Siiin-Shin 
cannot sufficiently praise the energy of this king in the cause of Bud- 
dhism. 

I n  the first century .A.L). Chinese sources also mention K6bul under 
the name of Hao-Fu.1 I n  the middle of the seventh century Kribulis- 
t4n and the town of KBbul were visited by the Chinese traveller SGBn- 
Shin. I n  his time KBbulistrin was divided into a number of small 
independant principalities. The whole country was filled with Buddliist 
monasteries and topes (sepulchral memorials to Buddhist saints, especi- 
ally to Buddha himself). From tbis time the country was counted 
as tributary to the Chinese : this subjection, however, was only nomi- 
nal. 

I n  the end of the seventh century the Arabs in their conquering 
progress eastwards penetrated to  KtibulistBn. Abdur Rahmiin, the son 
of Samra, reached KBbul itself, and took this town after a month's siege. 
The king oE KLbul called for reinforcements from India and drove the 
Musulmans back. Nevertheless he could not stand against a freqh 
Arab army, and mas obliged to conclucle peace on the condition of pay- 
ing the Musulmans one million dirms annually.$ 

I n  699 the Arabs again invaded Kabulistlin under the leadership of 
Abdulla, son of Abu-bakr. But this campaign ended unsuccessfully. 
The troops of the KLbul king Rentel surrounl!ed tlie Arabs, and reduc- 
ing  them to extremity owing to hunger, released them on condition of 
their paying a war indemnity of 700,000 dirms.11 

But in the following year (700) Abdur HahmBn, son of Ashnfs, 
again compelled the KBbul R i j a  to  pay tribute to the Arabs. The fi11nl 
su l j e t ion  of Kibul is attributed to the Viceroy of Khurisin-Yakfib, 
son of Lait. This occurred in 871 A.D.7 From this period the kings 
of Kribul transferred their capital to the east of the lndns. (**) 

According to AlbirGni, the Turk (Scytllian) dynasty of the kings of 
KBbulistin ended in the beginning of the tenth century. T l ~ e  last ruler 
of this dynasty, by name Laktuzemtin, was deposed by his UTazir, Kalla~.. 
This Wazir commenced the new dynasty of Rajas, no longer 'I'lirics, 

+ KLbulint6n and Klfiristhn, p s ~ e  '776. 
t 1)itto ditto, page 788. 
f Ditto ditto. page 783. 
5 Rcnaild-3fernoire sllr I'Inde, p:lge 178. 

(1 Ail)-i-Aklmri, Voltilnr! 11, p ~ g c  184. 
M6inoirc slir l ' l ~ i d e ,  p n g ~  2CW. 

w * Ditto, pagcs 214-247. 



but of Indian origin. The Turki kings of Klibul followed the Buddhist 
religion, whereas the new dynasty commenced to introduce Brahminism* 
into the country. JaipAl, the last king of KRbul belonging to this 
dynasty, occupied the throne up to  977 A.D.,-that is, up to the time 
when Sabaktegin was already forming the strong Ghazni monarchy. 

The Arab geographers of the tenth century with one voice say that  
K6bul a t  that period mas in a flourishing condition and exercised great 
influence on the neighbouring countries. The Arabs ruled it more nomi- 
nally than in reality. The mass of the population were still infidels. 
Istikhri says, '' The town was occupied by Musulmans, but the subnrbs 
by linbelieving Indians."+ But the whole of the town even was not occu- 
pied by Musulmat~s, but only the citadel. Ibn Haukal states this : 
"The citadel is in the hands of Musulmans, but the town belongs t o  
unbelieving Indians."$ 

" The natives think," he continues, " tha t  their king does not possess 
actual authority until he is recognised in Kibul, and as the capital is far  
from this town, the kings, a t  every change of succession, have to  go t o  
Kabul in order to be proclaimed in their office, and this is done in accord- 
ance with customs wllich have been established since very ancient times."§ 
KGbul, by the showing of the same author, mas a t  that  time a grand 
point of collection for Indian merchants. " It forms the half-may house " 
(on the journey from the Panjib to Kli6r6sio). " If me can believe the 
merchants,"we readfurther on, "every year indigo to the value of two mil- 
lion dinars is sold here, besides what Alap-tegin (who had just established 
himself a t  Ghazni) keeps for himself. But judging from what I saw 
with my own eyes, this trade is not so extensive, owing to  the disturbances 
which occurred here in consequence of the invasions of Alap-tegin, aud 
also of the distrust which exists between him and the neighbouring 
States." 11 

I n  979 Kibul became a part of the Ghazni kingdom. Ghaznivide 
Sultins possessed i t  until the middle of the twelfth century, when the 
Gaurides finally wrecked Ghazni, which had been already weakened by the 
frequent attacks of the Seljuk Turks. But even a t  this time Kiibul had 
not by any means lost its importance as the an~ i en t  capital. I t s  moral in- 
fluence on the t~eighbouring countries is confirmed by Edrisi, an Arab 
writer in the middle of the twelfth century A.D. :- 

" KQl)ul is one of the great cities of India," says he. '' It is surronnd- 
ed by walls, witthin whicli is a strong citadel, and outside i t  various 
snhurbs. The kings only enjoy full authority when they have been pro- 
clnimecl in Ktibul. If they live in another city, they are inevitalbly 
01)ligecl to go lo KBbul in order to be cromned."T He repents  he 
same s ta tem~nt  too in other parts of the boolr.** 

Frorn the princes of Gaur, KPibl11 passed into the possession of the 
rnlers of Khwarizm (Kl~iva),  and from the latter to the Mongols. 
Chengiz K11Pin was here in 1221, following the brave but unfortunate 
Sultan Jelaluddin. 

* MBmoirc sur l ' l ~ ~ c l ~ ,  pngon 210-211. 
t A l  Iut.~~kl~ri, I,il1(11' c1i111at111n. 
$ Oric~~tnl (Ic!oprriphy, O~~nclcy, pngc 226. 
5 MJl~loirc stir I'll~dc, p~rgcs '244-5. 

(1 M61noirc ~ i r  l'llldc, P:IRCR 244-5. 
(1611gl.nl1l1ie d'Edriui, Volut~ic 11, page 459. 

*" Ditto, Volu~r~u I I, pngc 183. 



After  this  kiibtll sank t o  t he  r ank  of a n  ordinary village. This is 
what  almost the greatest Arab traveller, I b n  Batdta,  says abont i t ,  a h o  
was there in  the  beginning of t he  foutteenth century :- 

" W e  then w n t  (from Ghazni) t o  KBbul. Formerly this was a very 
celebrated c i ty ;  now i t  is ho t  more than a village, inhabited by a tribe 
or Persian origin who &re called AfghQns."* 

Then, between 1350 and  1390, another Mongol devastator of Asia, 
Tamerlahe, was in  KQbul, also on  his way t o  India. F r o a  this period time 
smiled on KBbul, and i t  commenced to rise from i t s  dust. The Timfiride 
U l 6 g  Mirza, having recelved KBbul as  his district, took great  pains in its 
prosperity, S u l t i n  Biber  i n  his " Memoirs " mentions some of tlie 
buildings of his grandfatlier whicli embellished the  town. B t ~ t  uri- 
d o u b t e d l ~  BBber Mirza himself took still greater trouble to  promote tlie 
prosperity of this  town. Biber, who 11ad possession of it in I50~,-m~io 
celebrated in i t  song and  prose, praisiny i t s  climate above all o t h ~ r  
countries then known to  him,-lived in  KQbul for several years. Here 
lie intermingled his royal duties with the fine a r t s  and  sociable little 
teasts i n  the d h i h -  KQbul citadel. 

A sincere Muhammadan, he nevertheless fully virlued the quality of 
the  good KBbul wine. 

The  well-known distich which follows is f rom his pen :- 
" Drink wiue i n  the  Kdbul  citadel and  do not delay to  pass round 

the  cup. 
" Here there is everything-mountai~~s and  lake, city and wide 

valley0t-although, probably from modesty, he ascribes them to  Mullah 
Muhammad Mu-ammai. 

Notwithstanding t h a t  " the climate of K j b u l  is charmir~g,  and that 
there is not another climate i n  (lie world which cam cotnpare with it," 
BBher left i t  in  order to go  to India and  gather fresh laurels of conquest. 
O n  the 10th  M a y  1526 he proclaimed himself Emperor of India, and 
became the founder of the dynasty of the Great  Moguls. As i t  is known, 
this dynasty existed until the year 1857. 

K i b u l  formed after this part  of the  kingdom of the  Moguls. I n  1670 
it thought t o  commence an  intlependant existence, separatiug from the 
empire of the Moguls, bu t  i t  did not find itself s t rong enough to atrive 
with the m i g l ~ t y  Gmperor Aurungzebe, nud in 1675 i t  was agaiu included 
in the number of the provinces of India. I n  1738 KjLul  was destroyed 
by N i d i r  S h i h ,  who [nay, with justice, be called the  great-grandson of 
Cl~engiz,  by profession and occupation, For hc devastated everytliing wtiich 
came in his way with tire and the  sword. 

The  time was, however, drawing near when Kiibul s l ~ o ~ ~ l t l  rise from 
its dus t  and  ruins. After tlle death of NBdir Shi l l ,  in 1747, the ht.:~d 
of t h ~  leaclirlg Afgl l in  tribe of Sadozais, Ahmed ShLh, became the real 
consolidator of Afghin soil. The Dur in i  monarchy founded Iby him 
embraced within itself almost the  same lands as the  monarchy of 
hlahrnild of Ghazni. His possessions extended from Masill~ad to 
JellaliLid and  Mult in ,  and  from Merv ant1 Balk11 to Kolat.1 

Voyages d'lbn Bnt~itn, Vol. I I I . ,  p. R9.- Dffr i rnery .  
t Briber Mirz:t's " Mem~~ira," tra~slnted by ('onstable ltoss, 1871, Vol. I . ,  p. 280. 
f Babel- Mil za, p. 283. 



His son Tirn6r S h i h  inherited all his posses~ious from his f a t h ~ r .  
KQbul was made the capital of the empire by him and embellished by 
many fine public buildings. 

But the united Afghin monarchy did not last for long. I n  the begin- 
ning of the nineteenth century it fell to pieces. Never tbele~,  KQbul did 
not lose its importance. On  the contrary, whoever first obtailled posses- 
sion of i t  reckoned himself the ruler of the whole of Afghinistin. Jh 

1826, Dost Muhammad K h B  established himself in Kibul, and after- 
wards again united the  disjointed portions of the Atgl16n kingdom. 
The eastern portions, however, still remained in the hands of the Sikhs, 
and from them paesed to the English. I n  1863, Dost Muhammad, having 
taken to  himself the new title of " Amir," died. Duping five years 
KBbul passed from hand to hand of the parties struggling for power. 
Three brothers and one nephew were s t r iv i i~g wit11 one another for the 
superiority. Afzal K h i n  and Azim Khln,  as the elder brothers of Shir 
Ali Khin,  were not willing to submit to  him, and the talented son of 
Afzal Khin,  Abdur Rahrnin KhLu, supported them. 

I n  1868, S l ~ i r  Ali K h i n  finally establislied himself in KLbul. 
If we turn to the history of the tra,vels of the li'uropeans who at 

various times have visited KLbul, we see that, until the present century, 
Europeans have rarely been in this city. Almost the first Europeans here 
were the members of the Russian Mission sent by the  Czar Alexie 
llichailovicl~ to Eukhira in 1675. The head of this Mission, Vasilius 
Daudov, returned from BukhQra to Moscow. But the interpreter of the 
Mission, Mahmet Y6suf Kasimov, and the sub-interpreter, I van Shaplrin, 
were intrusted to go on with a letter and presents to the ShAh of India. 
The following is what Kasimov has told us of his journey and residence 
in the town uf Kribul :- 

" I n  1839 he, Mahmet, reached the Indian town of KBbul, and the 
voi'vode (ruler) of that town, Mekremet KhAn, wrote to the town of 
Anabatt  to the voi'vode, Azi Khan, informing him of his, Mallmet's, 
arrival, and that he, Azi K h h ,  should write to His Majesty the Shill  for 
orders about this Rlahnlet. And Azi Khdn wrote to Mekremet Khin 
that  His Majesty the Shah did not wish to be on friendly terms and to 
establish amicable relations with the great monarchy, and that he would 
not order Mahmet Yhsuf t 3  be sent to him, because for many years there 
had been no amhassadors or messenger from the Russian king to His 
Majesty the ShCLh, and that  now there should not be, and that  Mahmet, 
YGsnf (Isuf)  might ride back again from that city. 

" And Mallmet Ylisuf pleaded much to the voi'vode of t l~a t  town of 
Kibul ,  sa'ying that he was sent by a great monarch to the S11611 of lndia 
with a let,ter about necessary matters connected with both kingdoms, 
and that he, the voi'vode, should send him to tlle ShAh. And Mahmet 
Kh in  stood to his point and greatfly insisted on it. And the voi'vocle 
said to Mallmet YGsuf that the Shill had ordered him not to he sent, 
a'ntl wo~iltl not permit the king's letter to be accepted and sent 011, 

because for several centuries before, from his forefather, Temir Aksak, up  
th? present time, there had been no :~mbassadors or messengers of the 
M~~ssian kingtlom sent to the Indian monarchy; for the kingdom of 
Russia was at a great distance from India, and before this there had 

* A mirrprint ; prolmbl 1683. I t i.s., the town of Jnh nabad or Delhi. 



never been any quarrels between them and were not a t  the present time ; 
and i t  was evideut that  the great monarch was only sending ambassadors 
to  the Sh ih  of India for the snlte of riches, and not for anything else. 
The religion of Russia, too, was different, and i t  was unbecoming them 
as Musulmans to  have friendship with Christians. And on the last 
occasion, in the year 167,* a Russian ambassador, called Senka, by birth a 
Jew, came into Indian territory. Having reached the Indian town of 
Kibul, he petitioned the king t p  admit him into his service and make 
h ~ m  a head man. And tlie king admitted him into his service and ordered 
him to be about his person, and made him the commander of 500 and gave 
him high pay, and if Mahmet Yhsuf desires to serve the king, he will also 
permit him to do so. And with regard to the friendly present which he 
states he has from the great monarcli to the Shill ,  the Shill  will order the 
tradesmen to value them and pay the value in money to  Mahmet Khiu. 

" And Mahmet K h i n  said that he was his monarch's faithful servaut, 
and sent to the Sh6h on matters affecting both kingdoms, aild would not 
serve the Shih. And Sen ka, the Jew, was a thief, who forgot God's anger, 
and the kindness of the great monarch, betrayed his sovereign and called 
himself an  ambassador; but he, Senka, was the gardener of a merchant 
Shemakliinetz, and went from Astrakhin with merchants to trade in 
Hukhira and from Hukllira to India, and called himself an ambassador, 
and he, Senka, stole away, embroiled the great monarch with the Sllih 
of India, and therefore the ShBh thinks that he, filahmet Ylisuf, will also 
belie himself ; but he is really sent from the great monarch and is not a 
false ambassador. Mahmet Yhsuf was then sent back from KQbul 
without having been to the Shih."t 

I n  January 1677 Kasimov was in Moscow. 
But this was not the first Russian embassy equipped for the far 

"India." In the reign of Alexis Micl~ailovich, 28 years before Kasimov's 
journey to Kibul, a Russian Mission was equipped for India. 

We read in .\'l;~lgin :f "Owing to the great distance no embassies 
had been sent by the Russian monarchs, but in 1648 the Czar Alexis 
Rlichai'lovicl~ was pleasecl to send a Mission to the Sh jh  of India to ill- 
spect the k i n ~ d o m  and trading industries; but at that time the intention 
was n o t  carried out, because there was war between tlie Indian king 
Sliiih Jahin  and the Kizilhrish or Persian Slijh, Abths 11.) about the 
town of Kakshahar (Kandalijir) ." 

Thus the relations of Russia with KCLul commenced much earlier than 
the relations of the Western European k in~doms .  A t  the time when 
Europe only knew of KBbul by report, Husslall people and a Russian 
ernhassy had already b ~ e n  in that  city. 

I n  1733, the first Western European, J. Forster, traversed the KAbrll 
Valley, 

After that  the English Mission with Elpllinstone at their hcad was 
in Kibul  in 1809. . 

I n  1H%3 Moorcroft passed several anxious days there. 
I n  1832 the well-known traveller B~irnes came hcre in thc qrla1it.y 

of Agent of the East Indian Governnient, brought the Amir Dost 

+ App:~re~ltlg nnotl~er ~ n i ~ p r i r ~ t .  
t This is ill oltl R n s s i ~ u ~  crud iu the style of writing of thc pcriocl when writtell. 
f Mio~iev, pp. 223-5. 



Muhammad presents, and  availed himself of t h e  Amir's hospitality for 
several days. From here he undertook his journey t o  Bukh i r a  a n d  
through Turkomania-a journey which has made his name as  celebrated 
nrnongst Europeans as  his later political and  administrative action at  
KLbnl, which was so odious t o  the AfghBns. 

After this, during the ten years from 1832 t o  1842, there were a 
good many Europeans, chiefly Engl i s l~ ,  in  KBbul. 

The years 184 1 and 1 84 2 were specially memorable t o  KAbul owing t o  
two catastrophes-that of t he  English and  of t he  Afghins.  T h e  
cause of the first, i n  which a n  English a rmy of 2 0 , O O O  perished, was the  
national feelin5 of t h e  Afglliins, their love of freedom, the  protest of 
the natives agnlnst the all-engolfin? grasp of the " red uniform." T h e  
Khurd KBbul defile has the  same s~gnlficance t o  the  AfghAns as  Sala- 
mis had for the  ancient Greeks, t he  same a s  Moscow in 1812 had for 
us Russians. 

On  the  otlier hand, the  second catastrophe, which was the  seizure of 
the ci ty  of KLbul, was a n  act of savage revenge-an act which had the  
sonorous name of " re-establisliment of the  national honour " given t o  
it. I n  this  re-establishment the linglish placed themselves on a par  
with savages, who in their actions are only led by their unrestrained 
instincts. And on whom did they carry out  i t s  execution ? On the  
troops who had defeated them tlie year before in t he  Khurd  K i b u l  defile ? 
No.-its execution was calried out on a n  unarmed and  defence- 
less populace ! No-its execution was carried out  on deserted buildings 
and bazars ! The town was destroyed, and the  conquerors, proud in 
the speecly acconlplisliment of the " re-establishment of tlle national 
honour of England," hastened t o  betake th~mse lves  back t o  India.* An 
ac t  worthy of Chengiz Kh6n now bears i t s  fruits. The English, who are  
so proud of their civilization, are deeply despised here in  AfghBnistin. 
I have already said above tha t  the very name of " Ingliz," English- 
man, is here a word of insult. 

J n  1 h37-38 a Russian was again here, Lieutenant Vitkevich. 
Since tha t  t ime (11342) u p  to the arrival of the  Russiarl Mission, 

not  only had no Russian, bu t  no other European, been in  KLLul. 
After a journey of 20 v ~ r s t s  we llnltcd for brealrfast at the village of 

KAGr Kalah. Our departure from KLbul was so ll~irried t h a t  even t h e  
Kcninib, who Ilncl obiained tlle respect of tlie Pllission by his activity, could 
on this occasion pimepare nothing for the necessary rest. However, he 
qriicltly supl)lio(l a light, repast and carpets, and we rested capitally under 
tlle open sky, in the shade of the pol)lars. On tlie evening of this day 
wc reaclicd the vi1l:~qe of Koti AshrG, whcre we passed the night. Here 
even tents rrlade their appearance, and supplies of food i n  sufficient 
quantity. The KemnQ1) hat1 sncc~c'ded alreatly in arranging matters in 
n pol )er  manner. I I e  did not succeed, however, in  collecting su%cient 
escort to accompany us. I n  consequence of this  tlie General ordered 
two Cossack scwtries to be on duty  for the n ight .  The  solitary corporal 

* The rvc~nts of 1879-80, wlliclr occurred in I<bbul, were so similnr to tlrose of le4l-42, 
thnt onc cili~llot bc ~lrffi(.i~llt,ly ~ 1 1 ~ l ) r i ~ ~ d .  ?(he unlne ontb~r~,st  of nat.iOllal irldignation 
np:~il~st  t l ~ e  O ~ ) J , ~ C S S ~ ~ ~ K  E I I ~ I ~ R I I ,  nl~d t l ~ e  snrnc S I I \ , I I ~ C  i.cvellge 011 thc defeuceless, peaceful 
),nplllnt.io~~ of lirih11l 1 ) ~  tllc E11plisll troops. 

I l ' o r~  /),I/ l'rnn,s/utor.-l'llc, l l l~s~inrls  woultl ~ilnl)lg 1 1 ~ v e  wipcd UQbul off the face of the 
curtlr, poplrlntio~r and 1\11, if their nmbasuatlor I l d  bee11 u~urdcred. 

N 



to the 10 Cossacks who were with us was not to sleep a11 night. Having 
made this disposition, the General asked if he, the corporal, was the 
only one with the escort. On receiving an affirmative reply, he said, 
'' All the same, don't sleep all night." 

Up till nightfall the Cossacks enjoyed the shade of their tents; but 
when the dusky shroud of night came over the earth, the General had 
the Cossacks' tents struck and ordered them to lie round the tent 
in which he himself and I were. I do not think the shroud of night 
was so suitable in the prose of life as in poetical license. In  this case the 
shroud of night had to  serve the Cossacks instead of the cover of their 
tents. The night was very fresh, and the results of this arrangement 
were not long in showing themselves. On the following day two 
Cossacks were sick with rheumatism. 

On the 12th (24th) August, me traversed the distance between Koti 
AshrG and YGrt. W e  breakfasted a t  SarAlhashma. At YGrt, or rather 
near it, we passed the night. At  night the Cossacks were again deprived 
of their tents. I proposed to the General to supply the Cossacks with 
felts to spread under them, as i t  was damp and cold, and not to take 
away their tents a t  night. But the General looked upon this advice as a 
protest and breach of discipline on my part, and I had to listen to a 
very harsh reproof from him. ~ h e n , ' o n  the morning of the next day, I 
went outside the tent, I saw the Cossacks lying on the bare ground with 
their saddles under their heads and wrapped in their grey cloaks ; they 
were covered with hoar frost. The village of YGrt is 10,618 feet above 
the sea, according to Haug. (?) 

On the 13th (25th) August we marched from Ydrt to  the Iriik 
Valley,-that is, about 70 versts (463 miles) of hill road. 

On the 14th (26th) August we were a t  136rniLn. We got here 
rather early, and did not go farther, having done only 20 miles in the 
day. 

Here the General received a post from TBshkand. I t s  contents re- 
mained unknown to me. 

With the correspondence was sent some quinine from the Samarknnd 
hospital. A Samarkand " J igi t  " brought the post ; he had ridden here 
from Samarkand in two weeks. On the following day a march was 
made from B6mi6n to Saigrin. Two Cossacks again fell sick with 
rheumatism ; one of them could not move his neck a t  all. 

I n  Saigtin the General himself was taken ill with fever; the attack, 
however, was not a severe one. 

On the following day two Cossacks and one Jigit again fell ill a t  
Kahmnrd. On this occasion the iron constitution of the sergeant could 
not withstand the combinatior~ of unfavoul.alle conditions in whicli the 
Cossacks were placed. Tliese conditions were as much artificial as 
natural. 

Up till this time we had ridden the same ho r s~s  on which we had 
started from KBbul. The General, however, promised us a change of 
hors~s,  hut not before DGb.  TJp till this place we slloulcl have to 
ride the same horses. When I say "we," I mean myself and tlhe 
Cossacks, as Mossin KhSn's " amblers ' were always a t  the service of 
the General, and he made use of them wlicaever lic wished. As far a s  
I was concerned, I experienced no inconvenience a t  all. My ill-favoured 
Chirikchi nag had legs of iron, was unwearying, and had a swift a.mble. 



I could go  along at the same paoe as the General. Bu t  the Cossacks 
were truly deserving of pity. I n  order not to remain belJnd the General, 
they had constantly to urge their horses into a half trot. 

Such an unendurable jolting throughout a 50 to 70 verst (333 to 464 
miles) march could only be borne by the iron physique of the sons of 
the steppes-the Ural Cossacks. But to this discomfort was joined yet 

and not a lesser one. Every night the Cossacks had to find two 
posts. Although there were ten Cossacks in all, only six of these took this 
duty. Two Cossacks, attending on the General, were excused from duty. 
The sergeant also did not take guard, consequently the corporal was 
compelleti not t o  sleep all night i~d coasegue%ct' of Aaoivtg to posd the 
se l t l r~es .  

The six Cossacks, too, who were obliged t o  take sentry duty, got  little 
sleep; for, imagine three changes of sentries during the night for two 
posts divided amongst six men, and you will see how much time each 
Cossack had to sleep. Moreover, during the day they could never sleep ; 
early in the morning, even before breakfasting, we were mounted, and 
often only reaclied camp a t  niqhtfall, although it is true that  we always 
halted 1 4  to 2 hours for breakfast in the middle of tlie march. 

Notwithstanding constant, sickness, the Cossacks were, all the same, 
deprived of their tents a t  night. I do not know, and cannot even 
imagine, how these unfortunate sick Cossacks bore their sentry duty. 

On  the 17th (29th) August, when we crossed the Khr i  Kotal Pass, 
the sick Cossacks, on reaching the summit of the pass, threw them- 
selves through weakness on the grotlnd. The sergeant groaned feebly, 
and in his feveris11 delirium expressed a wish '. to remain here, on the 
summit of the pass, where i t  was so pleasantly cool." I l is  temperature 
under the armpit was up to 105.8" Fahr. On the night  of this day we 
reached DGib. Here L i I  Muhammad KhBn, the Governor of Bimiin, 
visited us. The General gave him a gold watch and some other trifle. 

The General did not givo us changes of horses here. Two more 
Cossacks got ill. 

On the 18th August (30th) we passed the night a t  Khuram. When 
within 5 versts ( 3 i  miles) from the cnmp, we again met a " Ji:it" wit11 
a post from Trishkand. Tliere were letters from M. Kaufmann and 
M. IvPinov. Papers were also sent with the letters. A t  Haibak the 
General bought severa41 horses for the Cossacks. 

On the evening of this day, when the new moon appeared, the Kemnjb 
on seelug it for the first time at once took a saljre from the hancls of a 
Cossaclc standing near him, and repeated a prayer ordained in the Korin. 
He  afterwards spoke about this circumstance as of a good omen. 

" During this prayer," said tlle Kernnib, " i t  is a very good thing to  
have some else's swo1.d in your hand. It is a good omen." 

On tlie 2(1tll Augnst (1st Sep t e~Le r )  we passed the night a t  TQsh- 
Ku~.gBn. 

011  this day we had something like a day's halt. The General was 
hnying llors~s. C3ootl round slims were given for some of thein. Thus 
one ho r s~ ,  t1:~~plecl g r ~ y ,  was bought for R1,200, a white horse for 
R700, k c .  For all these horscs tlie General paid wit11 the rupees which 
had heen presented to the Mission Sy the Anlir a t  KQbul. 

All t l l~se  liorsea, or a t  least the g r ~ a t e r  part of them, were told off by 
e General for some otlier object, and not to  supply us with fresh 



animals. As my horse was very tired, and almost fell f rom weakness, 
and  as  I could not  buy  another owing t o  having no money, the General 
lent  me a sorry beast here. O n  the  22nd August (3rd September) we 
reached Maziir-i-Sharif, and  were lodged in the  same house as  in the 
month of June. The  new Lu'inib, Khiishclil Kllhn, met u s  outside the 
town with part  of the troops. N o  salute was given us  from the gllns 
on tllis occasion. 

O n  the  same day we left  t he  town in the direction of the Amix- 
Darya. Before his dep:rrture the  General presented the  Lui'nib with a 
gold watch, a revolver, and some otller trifles. 

O n  this  occasion we did n o t  take  the  direction of Chushki-Guzar 
b u t  on Patta-Guzar. This route is rather shorter than  the former, but 
then i t  is  more barren. Throughout the  wl~ole 80 versts (53 miles) there 
is not a single village, not a single plot of cultivated ground. Almost 
half way from Maziir-i-ShariE t o  the AmG, bu t  nearer to  tlle former, are 
the  extensive ruins of an ancient town. These ruins bear the name of 
Si ihgird.  

W e  started from Mazgr-i-Sharif a t  5 P.M. O n  this  occasion we 
traversed the town by the  chief and most populous streets. Part  of this 
route led through the  covered-in arcades of tlle bazar. The  emerald-green 
cupola of the MazBr was on our leFt, and on our r igh t  was the fort, 
defending the  eastern approaches t o  the town. 

'l'he town and  the  narrow belt of the circum-adjacent fields had 
scarcely come t o  a n  end when we entered the  desolate, bare steppe, which 
occnpied the  whole expanse before us. The  further we went north, the  
greater became the amount of sand. Through a locality like this  we 
rocle for several hours. The  purple-red sun had already disappeared 
below the  horizon, and we still continued our monotonous journey 

<:ousequenlly, a few minutes after suuset, we were immersed 
in  darkness ; the indistinct shaclows of t he  occasional sak.r ,~z~l  hushes 
toot gigantic proportions in the evelling gloom, scanty thorn scrub 
looked lllie woods. Every sound resounded i l l  the  still n ight  air, and had 
the  pecl~liar sharpnrss of t l ~ e  steppe. 

The  General rode tbe  wlrole time in silence. Mossin KhBn was not 
us  ; he stopped bellind for som~th i l i g  in the town (Maziir). Now a 

voice was llenrcl in  front  of us, and  several mounted figures sutldenly 
appenrPrl out of the gloom, nnd a cloud of dust was raised by tlieir hoi-sea. 

( I  Ay adam ! " cned out the General to  them, " ta Si ihgird in rah 
(Hnllo, my man ! is this t he  road to Siiihgird 7) 

" H a  ! " was hcarcl in answer. 
r c  Ta-ha ! A1 an  sh6ma pnrsgn me-knnam, chira gtifti ' h a  ' 7" (Wha t  

is ha ? 1 asked you a q u ~ s t i o n  ; why do you say ha  1) 
(( I n  rnh ast"  (This is the road) was heard from gloomy space. 
c c  (,'hand kroh a s t  az inja t a  Si ihgird ? " (How many kroll is i t  from 

here t o  Siahgird ?) the General continued to  ellquire 
Nazdik ast  " ( I t  is close) the  voice was lieard to  reply from some 

distance. " Nazdik ast  ? " repeat,ed tl:r General. " Elc kroh nnztlilr as t  
pnn j  kroh nazdik ast. l t as t  gafted."* (Close? 1 ask you how many 
krc,h is  i t ?  One kroh is close, 5 krohs is close. Speak the truth.)  

But  this  time no answer mas received. I do not know how i t  happened 

* Out in grnmmnr. " Rnet be gowed" it ehould be.-Translator. 



that the .Kernnib witli his companions had go t  separated from us ant1 
had ridden on ahead. R a j i b  Ali, our caravan-bishi, was behind with 
tlie baggage and  was also not with us. W e  were now riding alone 
without knowing the   soa ad. W e  had to  g o  on a t  random. 

Soon, lio~vever, the flames of the fires made a t  our hal t ing ground 
shone out of the gloom. A fcw minutes more, and  we were close to the  
tents. 

On tlie foilowing day, in  t he  morning, I was awakened by  a mono- 
tonous but  ratlier angry conversation. Opening my eyes I saw Mos- 
sin Khrin sittting on liis heels Ly the General's bed. The  General was 
sit t ing on the bed d r ~ s s e d  in  a warm coat,, and was sa,ying something 
severely to  hilossin. K h i n .  'I'he latter was feebly justifying himself. 
Thanks to the small st,ock of the  Persian words and phrases known to  
me, I could understa.nd tha t  >lossin K h i n  was excusing himself to  t h e  
General for his neglect of du ty  in  having, on the  previous evening, 
throngh indolence remained in the town and not accompanied us  on  tlie 
journey-thanks t o  which we had almost lost our way ! ' 

" ' lhe Amir Sili ib enjoined you to accomplny us," said the  General, 
"and th i s  is bow you carry out  his directions I You exchanged your 
duty for the  harem, and ye t  you are a man and  a.11 oflicer I" said the  
General in  reproach to Rfossin Kli6n. I can write about this  t o  Ktibul 
and i t  will be bad for you !" -. 

" General Sihib," said Mossin Khdn, endeavouring to  justify himself, 
" yo11 know m y  service on your behalf. You know also I have been almost 
continually with you during t\vo whole nlontlis. For two months I have 
not seen m y  home and  family. RiIight not matters have cropped up 
during this  t ime which required to  be settled by me?  It wa.s to  caary 
out  these necessary matters t h a t  I remained at home, and  not for the ~ a k e  
of my wives." 

';'l ban ks t o  me you have been made a great  man," continued the  
General ; " thanks to me the  Amir  SAhib has known you and  entrusted 
you witli the  important du ty  of accompanying me, and  how have you 
fulfilled your t rust  ?" 

" What  have you done particularly for me?" replied Mossin Kh in .  
" How have 1 become a great man ? Before I saw you I was a ditan,* 
and I am one still. Exccpt trouble yon liave given me notliing. I n  fact, 
if you write to  K i b u l  to tile Amir S ih ib  about m y  want  of punctuality 
in m y  duty, I sllall suffer for it, but  then you will not Le acting justly." 

'l'lie tone, however, in wliich the General spoke, gradually go t  softer, 
and tlie conversation ended prctt,y amically. O n  the morninq of th i s  
da'y a post was again reccivcd. Seveml of tlie 1ette1.s were adclresscd t o  
tlie members of the Mission who had remained in Kzilul. Therc were 
also papers. 130th of these wcre despatched the  same d : ~ y  to  KALul. 
I n  liis lettcnr t,o the commantlailt of llie hlission, Geueral Ksufmaun 
informcd him tha t  the troops which ha(1 been col lect~d at J i m  had 
been some time since dispersed to their permanent quarters. 

A t  1 2  o'cloclc in the clay wc again started. A t  our halting-place there 
were some nrglected, tunii,le-dowu sarais round the tcnts ; tlicse were t l ~ e  
wrc~tchcd rcniains of an cxtciisivc anc.ic.nt town. A narrow strewn of 
water, brollglih, here from the Anili-Jlai-ya, many versts distant, intcrsccted 

* I do n o t  know what is rnearlt. It  is pr(pbi~bll). a corrnp1iun.-2'1-anslator. 



tlie heap of ruins and deserted houses. A t  one place on the edge of the 
brook were some poor fruit trees, with foliage covered with dust, as if 
they were covered with blight. - 

When me passed through the ruins, several sunburnt, thick-skinned 
Uzbili faces peeped out of one of the dome-shaped buildings, looking 
timidly a t  the Afghin escort. 

~ P a ~ s  of burnt bricks were seen everywhere, covering the ground for 
the space of several acres. I n  some places the natives had made a store 
of bricks which they take from here to Mazir-i-Sharif, selling them 
there for building purposes. I n  the middle of these heaps of bricks, rub- 
bish and shards, rise the remains of mud buildings. Some of them are 
pretty well preserved, and even the plaster has remained whole. There 
are niches made in the walls. Two or three poor cupolas rise above the 
remains of apparently extensive buildings. I did not, however, see a 
single glazed tile or a single inscription here. The remains of the mud 
buildings belonged probably to more recent constructions than these ruins 
of burnt brick. As usual 1 addressed various questions to  the KemnBb 
about these ruins, but the only answer I received was that  tlie place was 
called Siiillgird, and that  '' formerly, a t  a very remote period, KLfirs lived 
here. IVioreover," added he, " they say that  in former times Siihgird 
was one of the suburbs of the great Balkh." * 

Having traversed the ruins, we again entered the sandy waste. For 
the first 5 versts, however, the road was pretty firm, and it was pretty easy 
going for the horses. Soon we came to  a " nomad sepulcl~re," sur- 
mounted, as usual, by s poor mud cupola. The lower part of the building 
was filled up with sand. 

About 2 versts beyond this tomb small sand-hills commenced. The 
further we moved forwal.d, tlie higher and higher they became. The 
road ran through drift sand and the horses' feet sank above the fetlocks. 
I n  some places the sand-hills opened out, forming a basin with a 
firm bottom covered with a whitish film of salt. The heat of the sun 
during this march was excessive. We only breathed more freely when 
a cool current of air began to reach us from the north, whicll meant that 
the Am6 was near. Nevertheless, we had to traverse the sandy waves of 
this ocean-desert for yet another hour, and then we saw on the northern 
horizon tlie dark-blue streak of the Amti-Darya. Tlle sun had already 
set when we reached the vegetation along the bank. - 

At  this spot there is a regular mood of stunted, deformed poplars, 
(local name paflu) and willow, extending along the bank. Groups of trees 
alternate with high reed-beds and meadows. I n  places the thorn bushes 
with their sharp thorris caught the clothes of the traveller, and the tops 
of the reeds switched into the ridere' eyes. 

I n  the meantime i t  got  darker and darker. Somehow i t  again 
happened that we were riding without our conductors. The Kemnib did 
not know the road to the passage over the Am& Rajib Ali was on 
ahead with the baggage. We again rode a t  random along a path windillg 
now through mood and now tl~rougll meadows. An unpleasant, sharp, 
miasmatic smell met our noses. Millions of moscluitoes and gnats swarm- 
ed in tlie woods and lilled the air with their monotonons humming. 

* Alrnost the  first information we have about thia little plaoe is from Ibn 
Hnnkal in  the tenth century.-Orienttrl Qeogrcrphy, page 223. 



Now we crossed a little bridge over an irrigation channel, the beams 
of which bent under our horsesJ feet;  we waded through two or three 
marshes and reached tlie bank of the river. But there was no crossing 
place here. The silent but swift river was here not more than 700 
feet broad ; i t  was evident that this was not the main bed of the river, 
but one of its branches ; the bank which we saw opposite to us probably 
belonged to one of the islands in which the bed of the AmG is so rich. 
We rode along the bank, down stream, for about half an hour. Soon the 
path disappeared altogether. Where were we to go ? Where was the 
road to the passage ? 

" Rajib Ali ! " screamed the General. " Ali-li-li," answered the echo 
along the shore. 

Kemnib Siihib ! kuja mi-ravem ? " asked the General of the Kem- 
nSb (M'here shall we go to ?) 

'' Ne mi-danum" (I don't know), " General SBhib," was the Kemnib's 
answer. 

" ltajib Ali ! ! ! ' screamed several Afghins with all the strength of 
their lungs. 

" A-a-al-li-li,)' again answered the echo. 
It mas evident that no result would be obtained in this way. It was 

therefore decided to turn back to the place where the road leaves the 
sands a t  the belt of the vegetation on the bank. 

Here, in an open space amongst the poplar groves, we sat down to 
wait. Several AfghLns were sent to tho river bank to look for Rajib 
Ali and the point of passage. 

In the meantime the darkness became greater and greater. Fires 
were lighted. On both sides trees with some dry branches were found, 
and the AfghBns burnt them and made a regular illumination. 

And now two mounted figures rode into the space lit up by the light 
of the fires ; these were Uzbiks. 

The General a t  once began to question t,hem if they had not seen the 
baggage with Rajjb Ali. 'l'he Uzbiks suddenly finding themselves in 
the middle of such a large group of armed men, and blinded by tlie light 
of the fires, were, i t  seemed, quite cowed. 

The General repeated his question, aild thi.: time rather angrily. 
The Uzbilzs were still more cowed and hastily began to  assert that 

they linew nothing either of the baggage or ltajCb Ali; that they had 
never seen him, and did not even knvw that such a man existed in the 
world; and that they had never even heard anything about him from 
their neighbours and acquaintances. 

The General hearing this nonsense began to lose patience. 
" What nonsense is this you are talking 1'' (In his anger he was 

speaking in  Itnssian, and the Cossack Soladovnikov translated i t  to t,he 
Uzhaks in Tartar.) " I ask you whether you have not seen the baggage 
and lCajBb Ali at  the crossing place, and you say that you have never seen 
him or heard of him. Where is the road to tlie crossing point ? " 

'l'he Uzbiks, i t  appeared, had become quite se,lseless from fear. 'l'hey 
incoherently faltered out that they knew of uo crossing, and had never 
heard of i t  I 

" You wish to make game of what I want to  know," said the General, 
raising his voice more and more. I will teach you I Cossacks, seize them 



and bind them, and don't let them go  until they say where the point of 
passage is ." 

'l'he Uzbiks were seized and 1)ound. Fortunately for them one of 
the AfgliAns rode up from the crossi~ig, who told us that the road 
was found, and that  RnjGb Ali with the baggage had been long wait- 
ing for us 011 tile bank of the River A m 6  

When me reached the ba~ lk  everything. was already prepared for 
ns-ylirts, beds, tea and supper, and RajAb Ali with a beaming face 
was ready to inform the General that  everything was all right and 
properly arranrred, but met with a threatening look from the General, 
and instead of praise received a severe rebuke. It was very damp 
here; the v h t s  and tents were wet with dew, just as if it had been 
raining, a i d  i t  felt very cold. 

On the following day, the 24th August (5th September), we crossed 
to  the Bukhhra side of the River Amti. The hospitable Bnlihirans 
received us with their usrial kindness and friendliness. n'hole piles of 
various fruits and vegetables a t  once appeared round our yiirts. I gave 
a full share of attention to  the Shiribid melons : they are excellent, and 
incomparably better than those which we ate in Afghinistin. 

On the next day me rode to Shiribid. The ShiribLd Beg was not 
then in the town, which rejoiced me considerably. This meant that  he 
was in such good health as to be able to make more or less extended excur- 
sions. His sons, who met us, said that their father was now quite well. 
Not  long before our arrival he had gone to the Ki r i - t igh  Mountains to  
put down an  insurrection which had broken out there. 

On the same day we left Shiribid and passed the night a t  the village 
of Lailakin. 

On the 27th August (8th September) me passed the night a t  K i r i -  
Khoval. This little place is on the road to  Shaar. This road branches 
from the Shiribid-Kurshi main road, a little north of the " Iron Gates," 
a few versts before reaching the Ak-Rabit Pass. 

From Sar-ib to KirL-Khovil is about 50 versts (33 miles). The 
road throughout croPses from one range of hills to another and passed 
from one hollow to  another. We had to cross two or three low passes. 
The whole locality through which we now rode was desolate, bare and 
lifeless; this was a stony, undulating desert. Only once throughout the 
whole marc11 did we meet with some trees-mountain juniper. The vil- 
lace of Kkri-Khovil lies in a deep hollow, bordered on the north and 
south by limestone cliffs. A small brook flows through this depression 
and suppl i~s  the inhabitants with water, impregllated with salts ot' lime- 
stone. This stream is called the Kiclii-urG-Darya. Here the ~eaches  
were a t  this time still nnripe. 

On the next day we travelled about 40 miles and passed the night a t  
the foot of Yir-teul:e* through the same desert, hillocky locality. 

A t  Yir-teube messengers met us from the Amir of Bukhira, who st 
that time was a t  Shaar. Here, too, a letter was received by General 
Stolietov from the Governor of Samarkantl, General IvBnov. The 
General informed us, amongst other things, that a tritlmpllal reception 
was being prepared for tl lp Afgh6n Migsion a t  Samarkand, and that car- 
riages had beer1 sent for uq to J im.  Conwrluently {feneri~l I v i t~ov  bezgod 
Goneral Stolietuv to fix thc day otl which tlle Afgllin Mission should 

Or ti.\)$. 



enter Samarkand. As 'we mere not going in the direction of Shaar- 
Samarkand, J i m  was left  qnite on one side of our route. Consequently 
General Stolietov informed the Governor of Samarkand that  the  Afghdn 
Mission would not go  to J i m ,  but by the KirQ-teube (t&pC)* Pass. Of 
the day of the arrival he promised to inform him in good time. 

YQr-teube is in a steppe locality. Tlle hills are 6 to X versts (.3$ to 
59 miles) from it to the east. 'I his little place is poorly irrigated, but 
still there is pretty rich vegetation. In  the garden in which we passed 
the night, magnificent elms were growing. 

The slopes of the nearest hills. and also the tract round the fort of 
YQr-teube, were occupied by corn-fields, chiefly wheat. Corn grew here 
in part without artificial irrigation. A t  this time the harvest was going 
on, and heaps of the cut  sheaves dotted the uniform, level surface ot' the  
steppe. Here, for the first time, I saw the natives bind the reaped corn 
in sheaves, I n  Afg116nistit1, as well as in Russian Turkistiin, the cut  
corn is not tied in sheaves. 011 the place where i t  is cut  they a t  once 
make a " t ik" a ~ ~ d  thresh the  corn there. 

On the 29th August (10th September) me reached Shaar (Shahr). 
The Rukhhrans prepared as splendid a reception for us as on our entry 
into Karshi in the month of June. Of the Bukbirans already known to 
me I here perceived the Mir Akhor, tlahmat 'IJlla, Udaichi, and some 
other persons. 

Shaar is not quite the true name of the town ; the natives call i t  Shahr- 
i-sabz. This is the more appropriate name, for i t  does not only mean 
" town" (shahr) but " green town." The vegetation here is really 
magnificent. The town literally is buried in thick gardens. These 
gardens extend to a long distance from the town 011 all sides. Here 
there is a great abundance of water, supplied by the Rivers KBshki- 
Darya and Ak-Darya, which divide into many channels and streams. 

For a distance of several versts we had to ride through the suburbs. 
Then we rode into the town itself through the gates, set i n  a very 
thick mud wall. 

'l'he residence set apart for us by the Bulcl16mns was on this occa- 
sion not destitute of a certain amount of comfort and even of poetry. 
Two verandahs surrounded a small flower garden, consisting of simple 
but  rather sweet-smel!ing flowers. 

Alongside the garden was a clean little courtyard, sprinkled with sand. 
On  one side i t  was bordered with peach trees, mulberries, and apricots, 
which extended their long pliant branches even into the verandah. 
Through the middle of the nortliern verandah flowed a water channel 
two arsliines (43 feet) wide and 1# feet deep. This residence represented 
coolness and luxury. 

Breakfast was served in t,he verandah, and several tables were laid 
with numerous dishes of meat and sweets. A mass of all kinds of fruit 
tempted the appetite awakened by a ride of 490 versts (263 miles). On 
the table amongst tlie fruits werc also placed several pots of flowers, 
amongst wllicll the fuschias with their rosy purple blossoms were ee- 
pecially noticeable. Amongst the number of the varied fruits were 
spen some very large grapes. I am in no way exaggerating when I say 
that  each grape was the size of a walnut. Although tlie season for 
upricots llatl long since past here, excellent ones were placed on the table, 

* T l ~ c  black hill. 



nnd purple-cheeked peaches peeped appetizingly out from amongst the 
green leaves on which they were laid. 

Scarcely had we cleaned off the dust of the journey when the 
Beg of Shahr, Aliln Beg Pervaniichi, came to our house. With him came 
the M ir  Alr hor. 

The conversation of the latter flowed on in a copious stream un- 
interruptedly for nearly an hour. He spoke long and feelingly about 
the illness and death of M. W einberg, who had not long before died 
in Tiskhand from typhus. 

Weinberg Teurya, ah ! ah ! uldi (is dead). What a good man he 
was ! Ah, how sad ! How well he was and suddenly he died ! babbled 
the Mir -4 khor in his Tartar-Perso-Russian medley. 

One could imagine that he was sincerely sorry for Weinberg's death. 
The fact was M. Weinberg was for a long time the head of the diplo- 
matic section under the Governor-General; he had often been in 
Bukhiira, llad often corresponded with the native authorities, and was 
well known to Rallmat Ulla, the Mir Akhor. 

I must remark that M. Weinberg had a very good reputation with 
the natives generally, both of Russian Turkistiin and of the independent 
Khanates. His local political policy was much respected. 

Has the doctor Teurya (Siihib) learnt the Tiijik language ? said the 
loquacious Mir Alchor to me. 

I replied, " Tajilci ne mi danam ama Farsi kam ham migoyam" 
(I do not know TAjik, but speak a little Persian). 

The Mir Akhor smiled. 
'( You do not know TBjik and know Persian," said he in Russian, 

smiling over the whole of his broad face. 
I a t  that time could not understand these smiles, but afterwards 

ascertained that the Mir Akhor did not smile at me without a cause. 
The fact is that the Tiijiks are descendants of the ancient Persians- 

the aborigines of the country; the TBjik language is the same as the 
Persian, only corrupted to a certain degree by the insertion of Turkish 
words. Consequently I did not speak accurately when I affirmed that 
I understood Persian and not Tiijik, which caused the Mir Akhor to 
smile. 

The Beg of Shahr, a pure Uzhjk, comported himself seriously, and 
spoke little and softly. His dignity sho\ved itself in every fold of his 
brocaded robe and each turn of his enormous white turban with golden 
spots. 

The Bukhira officials left us in the evening. 
On tlle evening of the same day a snake came out of the water- 

course flowing through the verandah and hid itself in the garden. 
There i t  was a t  once sought for and killed. It appeared to be, however, 
a harmless house-snake. 

When i t  was quite dark, artistes of the Amir of Bukhira's private 
theatre arrived. They were simply dancing-boys, who sometim~s, when 
dancing, dress in women's clothes. They are called in the local lan- 
guage " bechi. The Amir, as a sign of his special favour to his guests, 
had sent them for our amusement. There were three in all; the eldest 
13, the youngest 10. 

I hardly waited for the ~ n d  of the performance. I went to s l ~ ~ p  
on one of those broad native beds abundantly  upp plied with quilted 



razais which were placed along the wall of the verandah. I went to bed 
without undressing. 

This was the eighth day since I had taken off my clothes, even my 
coat. As I was dressed when I left KQbul, so I rode in the same clothes 
throughout the journey, slept and ate in them. I determined not to 
undress throughout the journey from KQbul to Samarkand, as I was 
afraid of catching cold, which would not have been very difficult. I 
should only have had to take off my coat after a tiring 15 miles' march, 
when the skin was moist and heated and all the organs wearied, and a 
draught might very easily have chilled and given me rheumatism or 
fever. As it was, under this rhgime, I was the only one of the persons 
returning from KQbul who avoided those unpleasant guests-rheumatism 
and fever. M y  skin, however, began to  be irritable and itch, and I 
urgently required a Hussian bath. I tried to  allay this unpleasant feel- 
ing by representing to  myself how I would wash and lather myself 
when I got  to Samarkand, but a t  present I had to continue to suffer. 

On the morning of the 30th August (11th September) the Gene- 
ral had an  audience with tlie Amir. He went to him alone. The 
Afghhn embassy also went to pay a visit to  the Amir, but a little later 
than the General and separate from him. 

A t  about 2 P.M. we left Shahr in the direction of the KQrQ-teube 
Pass. About 4 P.M. we reached the village of Koinir, where a short 
halt was made. 

The long shadows of the neighbouring peaks already covered the 
defiles and mountain hollows with gloom; the slanting rays of' the 
setting sun gilded the gardens and fields of the village and played in 
rosy tlnts on the snow-fields of the mountain masses of Hazrat Sul t in  
when our cavalcade left the village nestling in the defile. 

The route lay along tlie bank of a stream, strewed in places with 
blocks of different-coloured marbles. Several turns to the right, se- 
veral zig-zags to the left, :lnd we reached the foot of the ascent t o  the 
steep K6ra-tenbe Pass. Above, a t  an unattainable height,, the mountain 
peaks still glistened under tlie golden rays of the sun, which had 
already set, and below, the gloom was ever darkening Already we 
could no longer see the cheerful stream of water winding amongst the 
boulders strewed a t  the bottom of the bed ; only the sound of its water- 
falls and cascades bore witness to its presence. 

The road commencecl to  ascend tlie hill Ly zig-zags; it rises here, so to  
speak, in terraccs, one above tlle other. On both sides, to the right and 
left, arc intermingled p~rpendicular cliffs and steep slopes, which in the 
darkness seemed bottomless, &?ping precipices. Immediately afterwards 
thc road ran along a path artificially cut on the shoulder of a rocky hill. 

The General dismounted at this place and went on foot, sup- 
ported nndcr the arms by two Cossacks. Here is the summit of the 
pass. Here they say i g  an enormor~s stone bronglit from the valley by 
that  migllty, l)eloved, and greatest of heroes of Central Asian events and 
legends-Ali. 'llhey say that tllc rnn1.k~ of thc five fingers of his hand have 
remained on the stone. ]Jut pcrliaps i t  was owing to the dnrlioess of the 
night that  I could not perceive anything of this. Soon, however, the 
full moon rose above the sharp hill ridges, shedding its soft light on Loth 
hill and dale ; but gloom still reigned in tdlc deep gorges. 

"Rajib Ali I Aall we soon get to the village of KBri-teube? " the 



voice of the General was heard t o  say when me 11nd descended from 
t h e  pass and  had adready ridden along the  hill valley for half a n  hour. 

Aa inja t a  K6r l tkpC llim saat  rah ast, General Sahib," replied our 
unwearied caravan-basbi (From bere t o  KLrLteube is half au hour's ride). 

W e  rode on for half a n  hour, one hour, and  still no rillage ; not a sign 
of it. 

" R a j i b  Ali ! According to  m y  calculation we have already a 
whole hour I" said the General angrily. " Shall we soon reach tile 
village ? " 

" Immediately, General SBhib." 
W e  still continued riding for another good hour before we saw the 

fires in  the  distance. 
Here is our camping ground. I n  an extensive, thick garden, with 

ancient elms, several tents and ylirts were pitched. A repast was served 
on tables,'and the dessert on this occasion was supplemented by seven1 
bottles of wine. Since we had lef t  Kiibul, wine appeared now for tho 
first t ime on our table. Hnvinl: poured out a glass of wine, the  General 
drank it. off t o  t he  heilltll of the Emperor, for t h a t  day, the  3 0 t h  Augus t  
(1 1 t h  September), was his birthday. 

I n  the  meantime the  KemnAb was taken suddenly ill. It was 
interesting to notice t h a t  i t  left  him as  suddenly as  i t  appeared. On 
reaclling the  camping ground he began t o  coml)lain of pains in  his 
stomach and weakness. 1 examined him and found nothing al~normal.  
Tlle General showed himself sharper than  I was. H e  called theKemn6b 
to his tent and advised him t o  dr ink some wine. The Kemnkb I,eg:ln to 
refuse it, quoting the  edicts of the KorAn; bu t  he made his protest i n  
such a tone tha t  the General insisted all  t l ~ e  more on  llis proposal. 
After the Kemniib had drunk several glasses of wine, I ditl no t  hear 
any  more complaints f rom him of pains in his stomach. O n  the 31st 
August  ( 18th September) me started for Samarkand. 

A grand reception was given to  tlle Afgh6n embassy. They passed 
through the streets in which were situated the most remarkable memorials 
of the former Satnarkand-memorids of the time of the Tirn6rides. 
Then w h e ~ i  the M~ssion entered the Russian town, the artillery of the gar- 
rison fired a salute of thirty guns. 'l'he troops drawn u p  by battalions on 
the beautiful Abra~nov Boulevard received General Stolietov with a loud 
'' hnrrah." Then the Mission halted a t  the house of General IvLnov, and  
the troops marched past him 

After a brealifast given to  the AfghBn Mission in  General Iv6nov's 
house, they were quartered in  the rich Samarband district garden. I n  
a few days the Mission left  Samarkand for Tishkand. 

On the 6 th  (18th) September, the Afghin Xission presented them- 
selves to General Adjutant Von Knufmann, Governor-General of 'l'urkis- 
u n .  The  audience was held iu  the most formal manner. 

O n  the 10th  (22nd) SeptemlJer, General Stolietov left  Tiskhand for 
Livadia to report on the action of the Mission to the Supreme Govern- 
men t. 

The  part  of the Mission left  in  KBbul received the Imperial  command 
to remain there until further orclers. 

Tiskhand prodi~ced a great impression on our AfghBn guests, hut  
our troops and  armament  especially pleased them. Our  copper breech- 
loading 9-pounders, however, did not satisfy them. Manmuvres of the 



Tiskhand garrison were specially held for them, when the troops were 
called out by the " Alarm." 

.Let us now glance a t  the BQmiLn route just traversed by us, the so- 
called " Royal route" or " King's liighway " th~.ough the Hindu KGsh. 

Id'irst of all I must say t,llat tlie foregoing expression " Bimi in  route 
through the Hindu Klisli " is not quite a true one. 

The Bimi in  route does not pa.ss through t11e mait1 chain of the Hindu 
Klish, but through a Lrancli of it. Bu t  to assert, as, for instance, Cun- 
ninghame does, tha t  the Bimiin route not only does not cross the Hindu 
K h h ,  but circumvents it,* is evidently to take a very narrow view. 
West of the Khavak Pass, the real typical chain of the Hindu KGsh 
suddenly breaks up into several almost para.llel ranges, thrown off 
cl~irfly towards the north. These ranges systematically alternate with 
valleys, getting consecutively lowel as they get further from tlle centre,- 
that  is, from the main spinal chord of the system of the Hindu Kiish. 
A t  the spot in this system through which the Bkmiin route lies, the 
alternation of ranges and valleys has a terrace-like character. Thus we 
see that  'l'ish-Khrgin, w!licll is a t  the begiuning of tlie Bimiin  route 
a t  the extreme northern limit, of the Hindu ICCsh, has n.n elevation of only 
1,180-f feet a.bove tlie level of the sea; Haibak, which is 44 miles south 
of Tisl~-I<&r,o6n, is already a t  a.n elevation of 41,000 feet. Between 
Khuram and tlie ltui plain is the first pass on the route to Himiin 
reaching a heig-11 t of 7,000 feet. 'L'l~en the locality gra'dua.11~ rises, and 
beyond Dliib we havc the first rather substalitial pass of Kizil Kotrtl. 
Commencing from here the pecnli:~r sharpness of tlle terrace-like tipheaval 
of the rnoo1lt:~in system under review is observed. Beyond tliis pass 
(about 9,000 feet) we have a valley nearlj 7,0110 feet in elevation, and 
beyolld it again the K i r i  Kotal Pass, 1:~,500 feet. The valley of Kalimard 
(about 6,000 feet) alter~lates wit11 the Dasht-i-KhishBk Pass, 9,000 feet 
(according to I3urnes). T l ~ e  following valley, Ssigin, 11a.s an  altitude of 
7,000 feet; a,nd t,he Ak Rabi t  Pass, separating this valley from tha t  of 
ljLmiCn, attains a height of 11,000 feet. l 'he Diimiin Valley and its 
branches, those of Kilu and Iriik, silnated at the foot of the snowy 
range of the Khh-i-Nib6, are at an  elevation of from 8,000 to 10,000 
feet. Beyond these valleys follow the Ilighest passes on this route. 

Of these passes tllere are tllree groups (aud perhaps more). The most 
eastern includes only one pass-tlie Sliibarta,f over which Sult in Biiber 
pa.ssed with troops Hi centuries ago, on liis return from his winter ex- 
pedition ag;~inst the Haziras ;$ tlie second group and also the centre one, 
tha t  of I r ik ,  coml~rises two passes, the Lesser and Greater I r i k  Passes 
(the f r s l  9,000 feet, t,he second 13,000 feet). The third group, tha t  of 
Kiln, also has two passes-the Ki lu  Pass, 1:1,000 feet; and I I i j i  KhBk, 
12,400 feet. The last two g~.oups of passes lead into the valley of the 
Helmatid, which a t  Gardan-Diwir has an altitude of not less than 9,000 
feet.. All the three g1*onps of passes are situated in the mountain knot 
joining tlie true IIindu Klish range with its western prolongation the 
true11 Kiih-i-Bkbh. 

* " Ancient Geogmphy of Indin," page 26. 
t'rllc llcigllt given on the mnp attwchcd to Colonel Kostenko's work, "The Turkistaii 

Provirlcae," l H t r 0 .  
f Or S11il)nr. 
5 'c Mdmoire de Bnbcr," pngc 441, &c. 
) I  Author eaye typical.-Translator. 



Then the U n n ~ i  Pass again r&es us from the valley of the Helmand to 
a height of 11,000 feet. The valley of the KBbul River, into which we 
descend from the last pass, felling a t  Jalriz to  7,000 feet, again leads 
us to the Safid KGh Pass, a t  a height of 8,000 feet. This pass is the last 
on the road t o  KBbul. I think that, from the figurzs given, the reader 
will be fully convinced of the terrace-like character of the Hindu KGsh 
system in  the tract under review. We thus see that  on the route to 
KQhul via" BQmiin there are ten passes, and not six as Burnes and other 
English t,ravellers state. 

Notwithstanding the considerable elevation of the Irbk, KBlu, and 
HQji Khiik Passes, they are not covered with eternal snow. It is only in 
December, January, February, and sometimes in March, that  they are 
entirely covered with snow. But this is not always the case, as the reader 
will see in the second volume of my work. 

I n  reviewing the passes of the Ilindu KGsh a question arises, and 
that  too of the highest importance, niz., as to their practicability. 
With regard to the passes on the BBmiln route, the greater part of 
them in this respect present no special diffic~lt~ies, but some of them 
are very inconvenient. 'I'he reader may see at the proper places in the 
text of this book in what these inconveniences consist.* The most 
inconvenient passes may be reckoned the Dasht-i-KhLshiik ( i . e . ,  really 
the Dandiu Shikan ascent to i t )  and the K6rL Kotal, properly the 
descent from i t  into the Madair Valley. 

The mountains a t  the points where they cross the BlmiBn route 
are entirely unwooded ; nowhere is there either a tree or bush growicg 
naturally ; scanty alpine meadows cover the sides of the hills, and even 
they are quite burnt up in July  and August. 

I n  the mountain valleys the traveller, on the contrary, sees before 
him a luxurions picture of vegetation. This vegetation, however, is all 
grown artificially by the hands of men. Even here, however, this luxurious 
cultivation is kept within certain strictly-defined limits. Above 7,000 
feet the vegetation consists chiefly of grasses. Here t,here are few trees. 
I n  the Himiin valley, for instance, the willow, poplar, and wild apple 
alone represent the tree section of the vegetable kingdom. But a t  the 
same time we see that  barley grows successfully even a t  a height of 
11,000 feet. 

I n  conclusion, I will give the names of the halting stations in their 
order from the Amii-Darya to KQbul, giving the distance between 
them in versts. As a starting-point I take the village of Patta Guzar as 
the most convenient place for crossing the AmG-Darya in the region 
under review. 

I rend wit11 natoniebment in Kostenko's work, "The Turkisthn Province," the 
following stnterneltt on the subject of the pra(-tic:~hility of the pnsseR 011 the Illi~niIn 
route : " Accortlit~g to the co~nrnnl~dnt~t of the ;\.I i~sion just ret~irr~etl, Genernl R:lzgono\r, the 
whole H&miBn ronre generally f ro~n Tiah- KGrgrin to Ktihrll preeents no dificnlriee to the 
movement not only of pack but eve11 of wheeled transport.'*-Kostenko, Volume 11, pnge 189 
(Russian). 

D u r i ~ ~ g  the jonrney of the Mission in AfghBnisMn I oftenperaonnlly lte~rd from General 
Rnzgonov quite R different opinion about the degrce of practioability of the pusses. 



Name of place. $igi!i.e I I Bemarlto. 

Pat ta  G u z h  . I ... 

Naibibbd . . 14 

Saybd . . 

Bid-i-sibb . . 

10 

17+ 

Haibak . 

Sarbigh . . 

Kburam . . 

Rui . . 

- -. -- - -- -- - - - - -  

* From Madr-i-Sbarif 
~k i'a ronto. 

16% 

2 0  

8% 

16% 

Madair . . 
Shash-burj . 

A small village on the r ight  bank of the  Amd, inhabited 
by Turkumlns. 

173  

17* 

Several caravansarais and extensive ruins ; a few Usbrik 
families live here. There is  little water, no forage ; 
a bare sandy desert all round. 

A town with a population of 20,000; the residence of 
the  Lu'inBb of the  ChahBr Vilhyat. 

A little place with a fortitied barrack, occupied by Af- 
gl&.n troops. Water ample ; few supplies.* 

An extensive village with scanty vegetation, inhnbited 
by Uzbiiks ; sufficient water, bu t  very bad ; little forage. 

A town with a population of 30,000 UzbBlrs and Tdjilts. 
The fo r t  is occupied by a few battalions of Afghin 
troops. 

A hill village in which TBjiks chiefly live. Forage. The 
River Khrilm. 

A village with sufficient forage; a broad irrigation 
channel. 

An extensive village with an IJzbbk and Tkjik popula- 
tion. Abundant forage. The River Khlilm. 

A large village ; many gardens and deserted houses ; 
enough forage. The River Khlilm. 

T~~hahi ted by Uzlhks and Tdjiks. Everything ~ u f i -  
cient. The  River ICh61m. 

A hill pasture grorind and plain ; corn-fields of varioue 
crops; a few miles off are villages. The River Kh6lm. 

A small village ; inhabitants Tdjiks. Little forage. 
Sources of tbc River Khrilm. 

A small villnge. Forage obt~iinable. The Madair stream. 

A beantirul valley with mRny fortified villages. Abnn- 
dant  forage. The River Knhmurd. 

An extensive village, situated in a fertile vatley ; the 
inhabitants are Uzbhks, b u t  there are also Tdjiks. 
The Saigdn stream. 

A point;  hardly any villages in the  vicinity. There ie 
water frotu stream, but no forago. 

Site of our camp was a small poplar grove. Many forti- 
fied villages scattcrcd about the valley; a Inass of 
caves. Forage ample. The River Bhmiin. 

- . - -- -- -- - --- 

to Khbul the d i s t a l ~ ~ ~  bctwcen stations is given as in Bonder. 



SIMLA ; 

The 12th September 1885. 

Neme of place. 

Mnhrrmmad Top- 
chi. 

I&k Valley . 

I(:,lah Kharzir . 
Gardm-DiwBr . 
Sar-Chashma . 

Koti Ashrli . 

Kalah-i-KQzi . 

Kdbul . . 

Government of India Central Printin& Office.-No. 9 Q. 1. G., 1. D.-21-12-86.-100. 

Distance 
in m~lcs .  

12 

10% 

23i 

14 

24 

20 

17+ 

10 

4214 

Remarke. 

A fo~tified village (fort). Forage obtainable.  he 
River BBmibn. 

I n  which there are many fortified villages. Forage 
obtainable. The Irdk stream. 

A fort. Very little forage. The Ab-i-Kliarzdr stream. 

A fort. Little forage. The River Helmand. 

A village, partly occupied by Hazdras, partly by 
Afg\r&ns. Sufficieut forage. The sources of the Kdiul 
Kiver. 

A large village, ~i tuated in the extensive Xaiddu V;rlley. 
Everything ample. 

A small fortified village. Everything ample. An irri- 
gation channel. 

The capital of Afghdnistdn, with 60,000 inhabitants, on 
the river of the same name. To the uorth of it is a 
large lake. 
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